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lleeting: suNDAY, AUGUST 23RD, 1987

The ANNUAL GENERAL X'IEETTNG of I'IODEL A RESTORER

cLUB (l\rA) BRANCH Illc. rn'i11 be held on Sundal"
Z3rd August 1987 COX{}VIENCING AT 1:30 P.l{"

VENUE: DRABBLE HOUSE, IVEBSTER STREET, NEDLANDS.

The ha11 is behind the Nedlands Library and
parking 1s available in the Library/tla11 grolrn

Members are a-sked to arrive by 1:15 p.m. at the latest p

The Agenda for ti-re meeting rvi11 consist of the fo11or''ing

1. Apologies / Guests
2. Ilinutes of the 1986 AGI{.
3. Business arising from those llinutes '
4. Election of Office Bearers
5 . General Bus iness
6 . Pres ident 's RePort
7 . CLOSE

This year the positions of President, Vice President,
Secretary/Treasurer and Editor become vacant. If you 1^/o

1i-ke to nominate for one of the above, please give Alma
a ca1 I on 447 8247 .

Afternoon Tea: As in previous years, could cach fanily
please contribute a sma11 plate of goodies for a

combined afternoon tea. ALSO BRING ALONG youl^ ol{n

coffee/tea cups as the hal1 does not supply these it
The club will be supplying the tea, coffee and cordi

Count r,v ltembers , please remember, 'i f you have any item y
wish to put before the meeting, put it in writing to our
current Secretary, 9 Kilrenny Crescent, Greenwood,.6024
to arrive prior to the 20th August - it's your club too,
not just for the citY PeoPle.

Make a special effort and we'11 see as many of you as

possible there on the 23rd.

++++++++++++++++++

ffi@::{ffi)w
\aar7,/v

IT-IIIIIIITIT IIIITTTIIITIT-IIIIIIIII

Next

lr
il
llr
l-
I
I
I
t
!
t
I
T

T

r
!-
t
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
t
I
t
I
I
I
I
I_
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
I
T

I
t
lo
I
I

THE MODEL.A RESTORERS CLUB (WESTERN AUSTRALIA}BRAT'ICH INC.

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF

I



.lrr lv 261.1r RcsLoraL ion Rurt -

T'he ftne: weaLher must have attracted the large Lurn out of
members f'or lasL m<.'rnths outing which started at Lhe Boor-agooll

Shoppi ng Centre, and travei led south tc; Ilj 11 and Val Cowlins'
h6me in Rockingham. The t.rip down there was a I ittle di sorg-
an j sed with vehicles using several dlf ferent- rout.es and a f-ew

oi. us gct-t,ing sliqhtly lost, however, we all arr-[ved in t.ime

for-morning Lea, and the very inviting selection o1 {'ood.

The Cowlin 29 Tudor ls progressing nicely and as BjIl has had

to hand make some 111- the rear panels himself, he was able to
give us some useful Lips in this area'

Generator Cutout Conversioq-

Kelr,in Pepper qave a very detailed demonstrat-ion on how t-o

convert the grenerator cutout to the simplified and more

relrable fliode system. He has also prepared an informatjon
sheet detailinq how t,he conversjon is calried out- Jf'yot.l .lre
interesled in thjs and have not received a copy, please contacl
the sccr-etarY.

I']instriplng.
John Luca also gave a demonstration on pairtt pinscriping.
This method can give very professional results and is easy to do
If any counLry members are interested in this we should be
able to arrange a sample and informatlon sheet. Contact
se<;retary if you requlre this.

Rear Hub Puller.

Tony Parin bought along a rear hub pu-i1er which he made. This
puller wlli fit both styles of rear hub and work very well on
the most stubborn hubs. Once again if any country members wish
to make one, we could provlde a template or drawing with
sufficient information to make one - contact secretary-

Fred Growns loaded his 1930 Roadster on to a trailer and
boughL lt across from Medina for members to see-
Fred has completed the chassis and mechanical restoratron
and is now ready to start on the body panels.

New Restorations.

The July run was also the first outing for two more restored
Model A Fords-
The Jim and Nina Williams 1929 Phaeton and the 1930 Deluxe
Roadster of Max and Dora Annear.
(Max only took 13 years to complete his car, Kelvin, so there
is hc;pe for you yet-)
Both vehicles are very nice restorations and are a welcome
additlon to the club. There are now 28 restored Model A Itords
in our club and there is a strong possibilty that two more
phaetons, Lwo roadsters and a 1928 truck will be ready by Xmas?

Thanks to the Cowlin fami.]y for hosting the Julv run and an

enjoyable day, and thanks also to Kelr/in Pepper for Lhe

consjderable efforL he put into the demonstlation on the
Generator CuLouL Diode Conversion.



Minutes Safet

Apoloqries: B &l{Spencer, E &J Richards, L &M Ilarendse,
B & D Bennie.

Business arising from Minutes.

Max Annear was to make enquiries on
Jumper from Ford.
John Mclean was to get informatjon

General Business:

colours and the Price of

on a clotfr badge.

L. Cooke put forward the motion that the Club Constitution
be amended in regards to Lhe A.G-M. as it was noL possible to
have the books audited and hold the A.G.M. by 31st July.
Laurel also felt the M.A.R.C. (W-A.) Inc. Constitution should
be printed in book form l ike the Membership roster and j-ssued

to all members as soon as possible, with new members issued a

copy on joining. The motion was put to members, al-I were in
favour and the motion was carried.

Max Annear sugrgresLed club marshalls be appointed so runs are
more organised.

Cominq Events-

A. G- l{- 23rd Auqust (See current newsletter. )
SEPTEMBER LONG WEEKEND Wongan l{i}]s accomodation at the farm
of Alan and June Smith- More lnformation to be given at the
A. G. M.
October - Possible weekend away at a Tractor/Machinery Show.
Wiil have to be discussed at the next meeting as accomodation
would need to be booked.

The following names have been recorded for positions becoming
vacant at the A-G.M-

President - Steve Read
Vice President - Ron Andrews
Editor - AIan Jefree

Please call the secretary before A.G-M. with any further
nominations.

Ron Andrews moved a voLe of thanks to Ross Letch, from al-l
members for work on Bill and Mavis Spencers' certificate.

No further business arose, the meetingr was declared closed

Bits flnd Pieces.

Wanted for 1928 or 1929 Phaeton,
rear section of hood bow.
Require right hand side, I have
lefL hand parts to swap.
Parts required are A and B.
Contact Ron Andrews, 3994965.

For SaIe :

1928 Model A restored runninq chassis. New

restored hood bows, hood and side curtalns.
wood work and upltolst-ery. S5500.
Maur i e Creedy, phonr: ( 0lJ) 792253 Adelai cle

tyres, tubes,
AI1 body panels,

Souti-r Ar.rstral i a

was declared closed.



RECOLLECTIONS OF YESTERYEAR

Several months ago Bi.l1 Spencer and Geoff Davies gave us
insights into the earlier days of moto"ing in Western Australia.
Again, Bill has come up with more infonlation on vehicles around

interesting

during the
history of20ts and 30rs

days gone by
. Hope you all enjoy this 1itt1e addition to the
I

THE SEDAN: These had their advantages in the wet weather but never really
l---Eined popularity ti11 the mid thirties. There were several reasons:

The Australian was not one to accept new ideas without suspicion and
general discussions were of the noise level; ie: drrrnming of the car
bodies causing the ears to block over. This of cou?se was obviated
by sound deadening materials used later. A1so, the danger of capsizing
due to the height and weight of the top section and the shattering of
the glass if this "occurred.

TAXIS : The Hudson six was undoubtedly the popular choice. Mainly Tourers
were used by the Alplne Taxis which in the late ZAts used to congregate
alongside White City under the lvloreton Bay fig trees - just about where
the new overpass at the bottom of l{il1iam Street is today. They used
to piy mainly between Perth and Fremantle and were later formed into
Parl.our Cars - a rather uni-que vehicle with four side doors, enabling
them to camy more than double the previous taxis capacity. They were
eventually taken over by the Metro Bus Company who in turn was acquired
by the now fami l iar lvl. T. T.

THE ROADSTERoT Single Seater as it was comlnonly ca11ed, complete with dicky
seat called for a 1ot of criticism, mainly from those who could not
afford to buy a car and considered the owner rselfish' in not providing
for passengers in reasonable comfort in the back seat. This may
sound a bit odd today when possibly 95% of vehicles are driven without
rear seat passengers, but it was the general thing to arrange for as
many persons to travel as possible and enjoy the pleasures of motoring.

THE TOURER or of late described as the 'Phaetonr, was by far the most-.- 
popular body. It gave you good vision all round, was economical
(because of its weight) on petrol consumption and was r+ithin the reach
of the little above average wage earner.
Itts disadvantages were the mad scramble for the side curtains from
behind the seat on the first shower of rain and the continual renewing
of the celluloid because of its yellowing within a couple of seasons.
Removal of the hood was a fai-rly costly business and several lines of
hood dressing were marketed to keep out the rain but eventually you
either drove along in your overcoat and hat or fronted up for a new hood.

STEAM TRUCK of the Swan Brewery with its horizontal boiler and vertical

---funnEi-projecting 
through the roof, brass gauges and handles, chain

drive and painted in the familiar green and go1d, ponderously wending
its way around Perth at about 10 miles per hour.

YELLOW CAB with their custom built vehicles beautifully proportioned and
----CoEa-looking with disc wheels, separate dri-ver compartment, interior

heating through an exchanger and painted their own outstanding 0range
and Black. These vehi-cles were designed for their job and not just a



production r'un of the standard car as of today. They were purchased

eventually by a Perth firm who converted them into utilities and were

selling them in the early forties for around the 5120.0.0. mark which

was a far sum with wages averaging about f8.0.0. per week.

They had probably done hundreds of thousands of niles each but were

sti1l considered a good buy because of their solid design'
They were superceded in 1935 by the Oldsmobiles which were again in
the dj-stinctive company colours.

1928 WHIPPET:

-Tairly 

light
Again, they
away by the
angle of the

A popular car in the 1ow prlce range. A sturdy vehicle of
construction and competed with the Morris Cowley

were mainly Tourers and couLd be distinguished a block
high pitched whine which was believed to be caused by the
fan blade to the radiator core.

by Bill Spencer
l'1.A.R.C. W.A.

Ar:gust 1987-

+++ ++++++ ++ ++ ++ + +++++

OMBINATIONS
OUR dtficrcrt Ruclrtcll Spccd Crmblmtlon.,p?ovldc .
prl@ nngc that putr lncrearcd top.rpccd vrthlB asy
roch of Gv.r, ovacr of r llodd A Ford.

--and 70 to 80
miles pcr hour

!,slilrill N., ,-H t)ecl Cctb,rttln. Aho mtlih *ltl t)acbl
R*clJrell-srl,bler C."btr.r.r, t *EL ot zltb.i 

^*Lrr.llt *o.,Q tlct - H I gb T t t* *lt tlot.

Thc frce.runnlns tcnlatlon of thc Ruckrtclt OVERDRIVE
Trtn.mi.lloa_thc bcnr0tr of SYNCHRO-MESH-IbG thrill
and omrort only lrcBtblc rtth Two QUIET HlcH GEARS

-thc 
GREATE{ SPEED, powcr, puniil, pick-up and ac-

cclcntlon only poutblc wllh HIGH COMPRESSION-Iho
@nomy rad smottracr of DOWNDRAFT CARBURETION
<ll arc rcw avallablc ln emplcte. @mBct. factorv rr.
rcmblcd fora, ln Ruclrtclt rpcc6t Sped Cpmblmtloar-. :." . o
Erdly tnttrtled, macl-y rcphctng rtandrrd prrtr wlth E-ir.--
cuttlnS. changlng or altcrat-iom o-f rny othcr'pertr.

Wdrt toiry for coaplclc lafomrtiel ud prlco.

TELL



i,()Itl) il.RVIr

Flr. {1

FRONT HUBS

'I'hree difierent t)'pes of {ront u'heel hubs have

been used on the ilIodel A chassis and these are

illustrated above (Fig. *t)' A-l105-AR is the

huh rvhich s-as used on cArs not equipped rvith the

nert st1'le emergencl' brake. and is norv supplied {or

service requiremcnts on11'.

A-1105-Bl is the hub that u'as used on the errlier

models equipped rvith the nerv st1'le cmergencv

brake, anJ is norv replaced br A-1105-82' It rt'ill

be observed from the sketches that the latest t1'pc

ii l I l.I -i I\

lrub is considerahll larger round the r'ntrer rt'lltr

hcarirrg race than the earlier t,r'pe, and {or thi'

reason it is necessarl' to use a slightlv difierent tr pe

of {rorrt hr:rke grease bnffie assemblr u'ith thcse

trr.o huhs. 'I'he haffie used n'ith tlte A-1105-r\R

and A-I 10,5-Bl tlpe hubs is interchangcable u itlr

that used ()n the truck nrtd is non' carried urrdcr

tlte part number AA-2059. The baffie for thr

A-1105-82 htrh is carried rrnder tlte p;rrt trttmhe r

A-2060-ts.

l\'lechanics should take care that the correct tlPe

oi haffie is used u'hen replacing either huh or

haffie.

HUBS

REAR HUBS

'l'he sketch sltorvs the t\1'o tt'pes of rear lltrht in

use. -l-he 
4-ll l5-AR huh and hr;tke drum rvas

J.*ign.d {,,, u*. u'itlr the A- l0l 5-AR rthetl erttl

n'rs uscd trp to August 192[i'

'l'he A-l ll5-B huh and brakc drum rr':rs dtsignrtl

for the neu A-l0l5'[l rvhecl' having thc speciallr

'h:rped 
rim to take thc emergencY hr;rke shtrs ;rnd

brougltt ittto ttse after August l92S'

Releretrce to Servicc Brrlletin for Augrrst l92Q

rvill shor. that AR rvhecls cnnllot he ttsetl ()tr tlrc

ll htrh. ,tttd vice vers:t.
l'3+r"' Fl3' 

'S

Arrr5 B AR

a- tl25 B

Ailt5



READING THE A]VIMETER
By Paul Moller

The ammeter seen in the instrument panel of the
Model "A" Ford is needed for more than to simply tell
you that the generator is charging the battery. If it
weren't, then a simple meter with only a "Charge"
side of the scale would be sufficient. What can it tell
us about the electrical circuits and their condition
when we read the "Discharge" half of the ammeter

'ale?

- The ammeter indicates current flow to the battery
on the "Charge" side of the scale and current flow
from the battery on the "Discharge" side of the scale.
Thus we have two functions from one meter, using a
divided scale with a zero center point.

When things are normal electrically speaking, the
engine is started, the ammeter pointer swings to the
charge side of the scale to indicate current flow from
the generator equal to the amount of current the
generator is adjusted to; usually, eight to ten amperes
of current. When the engine is idling, the reading
changes to a slight discharge. With all electrical swit-
ches turned off and the engine stopped, the pointer
reads zero as no current is flowing to or from the bat-
tery.

ABNORMAL READINGS

l. No movement of the ammeter pointer while the
engine is being started and it fails to start. Or a steady
discharge reading of a few amperes.

2. No Charge reading with the engine running
rapidly or with a fast idle speed to allow the generator
to produce gharging current for the battery.

3. The pointer indicates a full discharge reading
when an electrical circuit, such as lights, is turned on.,
Or with all switches off. (

4. The ammeter pointer indicates a discharge
reading of approximately ten amperes with the engine
idling or stopped.

5. A small discharge reading of approximately two
or three amperes is seen with the engine running
rapidly, increasing with the use of headlights or the
horn.

6. No charge reading r+'ith the engine running rapid-
ly, followed by intermittent or varying rates of charge
on the ammeter scale.

7. The engine cuts out intermittently or stops com-
pletely after running for a short time with fluctuations
of the pointer on the ammeter scale.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
(

1. See that the ignition key is turned on. With igni- 
t'

tion current flowing through the ammeter, the pointer
should fluctuate slightly on the discharge side of the
ammeter scale as the engine is cranked, indicating
that the ignition breaker points are opening and clos-
ing in the distributor. If the breaker points fail to
close, no reading is seen on the ammeter scale. If they
fail to open, a small steady discharge reading is seen.

A short circuit at the pig tail wire between the
distributor plates or a completely shorted ignition
condenser will have the same effect. Check for loose
connections at the ignition coil terminals, junction
box terminals on the firewall, ammeter and ignition
switch terminals within the instrument panel.



,.2_. 
A open gcnerator c:rcuit. Brushes that fait to seat,

clrrty comrnutator bar$, a broken wire inside the
generator, open generator windings in the fielct coils
or armature or loose terminals. The cut-out contacts
may not close. The latter can be checked with i
' jumper wire". "I'his may be a plain piece of wire or a
length of wire with a clif on .".h ..rh for ease of co*
nection. Connect the jumper wire to each terminaiol
the cut-out. If the ammeter indicates charge ,t ; frsi
idle speed, cut-out contacts are not closed,"so c"t-oui
failure is indicated. In an emergency the jumper wire
Tay be left connected across tf,e cut-out'terminals to
charge the battery. However, the jumper must be
removed when the engine is stofped to prevent
generator burn out and battery iischarge. If no
reading is seen, the generator may be at fault.

3. Turn all switches off. If the short is still indicated
on the ammeter or by smoke from the wiring, discon_
nect the battery cable or cut the wire from tf,e starter
switch terminal to the junction box. {I hope you have
a fire extinguisherl!

If the cut-out contac_ts fail to open resulting in a ten

JTRere 
dis.cha.rge reading when the engine s"tops, the

Jattery is dischaiging through the genelator. fiiscon-
nect either terminal of the cut-out -or 

remove it com_
pletely. from the generator. Use the jumper wire to
grolnd the outp rt terminal of the generitor to pre_
vent it from producing electrical clrrent when the
:ngme is started. This is to prevent the generator from
byTg out as the batteryis no longer"connected.

To locate the short with a battery cable discon_
nected, turn off all switches. Unplug the headlights,
one at a time, tail light plugs, horn wires, instruient
panel wires, etc. As each circuit is disconnected
touch the battery cable to the battery post, if a spark is
seen on contact, the short is still present. If a ciicuit is
not shorted, no spark will be ieen. Make a visual
check for burnt wires to locate the shorted wiring cir-
cuit also.

. 4._ The generator cu.t-out contacts may fail to open.
At times a sharp rap on the cut-out *ry .r.rse them to

,$)eo.Repair 
or replace the cut-out.

5. The generator circuit is not connected to the bat_
tery.circuit due to loose connections or cut-out failure,
possible generator failure or a broken fan belt. If the

f* Ftl. breaks, engine temperature wi[ risel These
rwo urdtcators say, "Broken fan belt,, without lifting
the hoodl

I

6. Cut-out contact gap nray be too great. As a result,
the.opening and closing of the cut-oit contacts varies
with engine speerl.

the wires have _ been removed, firmly, Use
lockwashers on all bolted wire connections. Ilthe am-
meter studs are loose, the jumper wire can be con_
qected to the.pair o{ wing nuts that fasten the junction
box-cover- This will bypass the ammeter electrically
until a permanent repaii can be made. The ammetei
will not read with the jumper wire connected here.

Loose connections at the ammeter or elsewhere,
will generate-heat. Feel the instrument panel 

"rorrrlthe ammeter bezel, if it is warm or hot, Ioose ammeter
connections are indicated.

. 
If a trickle charger is-used for charging the battery,

lhe nqgative w!r9 can. be connected-to-one junctio'n
box wing nut with the positive wire grounded. On one
the ammeter will read in the instrunient panel. O" tn"
other, no reading. The junction box tirminals are
equal, electrically, to the ammeter terminals.

Learn to read the ammeter scale when everything is
normal. This will be helpful in reading the immeier
scale when things are abnormal. The a--mmeter is not
used in the'starter motor circuit. In the event of elec-
irical problems, if the starter motor cranks the engine
the chances of loose or poor battery cable conneclic
is slight. It does pay to iheck the grounded end of the
battery cable, the battery posts arrd the starter switch
connections.

. A g99d electrical system is vital for vehicle opera-
tion. Check all electrical connections in the wiring as
ygll as any gr.ou-nded point in the electrical systE-.
Fltqy, headlig.ht- shells, horn button, generator,
distributor, tail lights, etc. Use rubber gro-rnmets in
the radiator shell, ignition switch cablJ and starter
motor cable. Watch for frayed insulation.

Remove the
work"

battery cable when doing electrical

7. Loose terminal at the ammeter or in the junction
box on the firewall. 'ilighten the ammeter studs after
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