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June 1,987 I
I

NEXT MEETING: SUNDAY, JUNE 28TH 1987 I
ASSEMBLE AT: CAUSEWAY CARPARK, PERTH BY 1:OO PM !

FOR 1:15 PM DEPARTURE i
i

Our June event organisers Steve & Louise Read have organised a short but I
interesting run for us, ending up at Sereaglio Park, Ir{rcturt Street, Kelmscott I
for afternoon tea. An area has been set aside for us where we can gather I
in the restaurant and have some delicious Devonshire Teas or the like. I
Don't forget to bring along a few extra dollars for our 'ha1f year splurge'. 

IAIso, June 22nd is our Club birthday - so maybe that can be celebrated as
we11. see you at 1:00pm on the 28th. 

'"o" lerr uv vvavua 
t
T

PS: Dontt forget to haue an early Stmdrtg Lunch at ?nme * otlteraise you'Ll I
be alfuLLA htmgru by afternoon tea tt-me !! !

I
I
I

GUTLpERTON RUN - MAY 17rH I
I

Eight Model Ars and six moderns gathered at the Chicken fnn Service I
Station, Greenwood on Sunday norning, LTth May. However, only four of the I
Ars actually set off at 9:30 am for the run to Guilderton. John Luca and I
his boys were there to see us off while Reg & Coral Blewett continued on to t
a prior comrnittment at Gin Gin. The Cookes headed off towards home again I
to rescue Bruce, Sal1ie and visitors who were stranded by the roadside with I
water punp problems in the Phaeton. E

The weather was a little overcast when we arrived at Two Rocks Marina I
for morning tea, however it was the perfe ct day for a picnic by the time I
we reached Guilderton. (With B1LL Bbnnt)e's slou Lead pace soie o1 us Iuondered if ue were EWR going to get there! !). The Cookes & Jewell parties i
had by this time given the waterpump the once over and rejoined the group. i

Picnic baskets, blankets, chairs and the like were all unloaded onto the I
well kept picnic area overlooking the river and the ocean. Jinr & Nina }{illiams i
booked into the caravan park, intending to stay the night before continuing on I
to Leeman the next morning for a couple of weeks fishing holiday. I

I
After lunch a lengthy meeting was held during which quite a Iot of I

business was settled and various members introduced their friends and future I
relatives. I

I
While some rnembers packed up to head home following the meeting, the I

rnountain goats amongst us clanbered over the rocks and climbed the lookout hil1, Ijust in time to see the Blewetts arrive at the car park on their way back from t
Gin Gin. The beautiful weather and pretty setting contributed to nake the I
outing a pleasant and ielaxing one foi all. 

---o --'--- I
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MINLIES OF T,{EETING HELD AT GUILDERTON, 17TH MAY 1987:

APOLOGIES: B & V Cowlin B & M Spencer J & P Luca R & C Blewett
J&IMclean AGlSmith

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: lvloved by A.Jeffree, seconded L. Cooke the
meeting be accepted as read.

WELC0ME: M. Cooke welcomed everyone along and asked members to introduce
--their visitors.

BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES:

Vehicle Exanination Day: Bill Bennie gave brief report on the events
of the day. Nearly all vehicles had been examined and those passed now

had Exanination Stickers on windscreens. Suggestion was put forward
that vehicles needing ninor repairs could be checked by an examiner at
the next Club rtrr.
Members whose vehicles were not exanined are to contact Ray Mahony on
271-7630 to arrange a convenient time with him for the vehicle to be
inspected before using it on future club events.

0i1 Filter Housing; No news from NSW.

Decorative Number Plates: Members to contact J. Luca and he will then
approach Altona Engineering with numbers required.

Coming Events:
June venue to be published in next newsletter. Organisers S & L Read.

Christmas Evening.Function: Dorothy Bennie gave details of venues and

prices for our Christmas outing. After general discussion a vote was

taken and members decided on Miss Maud's Carvery at Mirrabooka. This
is a BYO restaurant. Dorothy would book a Friday or Saturday night
approx. two weeks before Christmas for this event. Confirmation next
meet ing.

Wangaratta Update: Sal1ie Madgett has made the necessary train bookings
for those travelling to Adelaide for the Wangaratta meet.
Accommodation has also been booked at Nhi11. Further bookings will be
confirmed by next lneeting.

Bits and Pieces:

Members buying parts from USA advise it is much more economical to pay
Snyders by VISA or IvIASTERCHARGE card - saves the bank fees.

M. Cooke had Robertson screwdrivers for sale.

Annual General Meeting: The AGM will be held on 23rd August 1987

and members are asked to consider taking on one of the following positions
which will fall vacant on that day.
President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer Editor
If you are interested, please give our Secretary a call or any of the
people who now hold those positions and they will be pleased to explain
what the jobs actually entail.

Parts Wanted: Ron Andrews has a 1929 Crank handle he wishes to swap for
a L928 Crank handle. Ph: 399 4965.

M. Cooke requires multi-disc f1y wheel. Ph:. 409 9260

Max Annear looki.ng for 1932/ 36 Ford hub caps. Ph: 447 245A.

No further business to discuss the meeting was declared closed.

****************
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A rspecialr event to record in this monthfs newsletter originally took place
on 19th June 1937 - fifty years ago when members Bill 6 Mavis Spencer were
married in the South Perth Methodist Church. . . .
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**
I CONGRATULATIONS T+** __- *O BILL & MAVIS *
r*-+
**
***.** we lvish you o very hoppy *
*F '--- ***
I 50th Weddins Anniversory I
++
I ond hope you'll notch up ****** o bundle more, **-*****
***-*
t ,,,,,f rom your f riends *++

I wI.A,R,C, 1^l,A, X
++
*ltls'ttltt+l*tt,ttl*.,tltlttt+******l*.t+tFttt$t{.1$t*.tttttf+t+lttttttfJtrtt*Jftt*x*xrt+.:**
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NEW MEMBERS:

Welcome is extended to new members BEVAN 6 HELEN SHARP of 16 Irwin
Street, East Fremantle. They have purchased a 7929 Tudor Sedan which
is at present on its way from Victoria. They have the vehicle in joint
ownership with G.J. McEwan and intend to use it for the LONDON to SyDNEy
VTNTAGE cAR ENDURANCE TRIAL ex London on lst January 1988.
(.-..and some of our menbers are panicking they uiLL not get their cats d.one
in time for Wangaratta, Eastev, L7BS - aha tfthey do - uttt it make it!?!)

The L0NDON T0 SYDNEY sounds like a great adventure and we hope to hear more
about it when the Sharps come along on future runs.

MEMBERS: Please add the s'Ltanps to yotr.z: Membership Roster - thank you.

WANTED:

** ********************

rfm interested in collecting o1d hat pins from the 1920rs, 30's 40rs
etc. If you have any or know of where f can obtain any would you
please give me a call on 342 2389. Thanks, FAYE LYNCH.

*******



WANTED:

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE:
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Single Plate Clutch Parts: eg. pressure p1ate, bel1 housing parts,
clutch plate, etc. Ph: Mike Cooke 409 9260

Original dimensions to suit Australian
cars, not American. Made here in Perth, ready to fit, $8.00 each

plus postage if necessary. Ph: Mike Cooke 409 9260.

M.A.F.C. Victoria advise they have available for sale MODEL A TUDOR

LAPEL BADGES for $S.00 each plus 50f postage. For quantities of ten
or more they are post free. The enamel badges are available in
four color choices - Light blue with black mudguards

White with black mudguards
hrhite with brown mudguards
Black with black mudguards

If interested, send money with order to: Mrs. E. Wallace
89 Exeter Rd, CroYdon, 3136.

********************

*

MODEL T HI.JMOUR:

A man advertised that he would give away his
Ford T on a certain street corner at a

certain tine.
When he drove up to the corner he for:nd ten
driverless Ford Trs standing around.

doesntt it make you glad you fu"tue
a Model A !

COMING EVENTS: JULY 26TH is our Handy Hints day down at Bill & Valerie Cowlin's
in Rockingham. If you have any 'handy hints' bring them along
to the meeting - share them with other'restorer members !

************* ****rk***

SOME HINTS ON TTIE CARE OF INNER TUBES: DO's

USE NEWTUBES *ith.,"* tires. Old tubes may
become porous, lose air, and shorten the life of the
expensive new tires.

REMOVE DIRT and all other foreign materials from
inside the casing when installing tubes. Any foreign
material may cause a wear spot on the tube.

USE A GOOD GAUGE and check tire pressure often
in tires. Do not rely on the typical service station
inflation gauge.

REBALANCE WHEELS after new lnner tubes have
been installed.

USE EXTREI\dE CARE with tire irons to avoid
"pinching" the tube. Even a slight pinch mav develop
a leak later.

SOAP TIRE BEADS when installing tubes, but in
no case use oil or grease on beads. A pure vegetable
oil hand soap may be used with confidence.

*****************

You must admit - itrs getting a bit rough when a WA editor,s request for member
participation in the newsletter is answered by non-l{A members from South Australia ! !

However, I felt the following article would be of interest to all, more so to those
of you who know our friends John & Audrey Hunt fron Jamestown, South Australia.
This is their story of "HOW WE GOT STARTEDTT. Like Audrey ,"yi " How did you get
started ?". Come on WA members - put pen to paper and send YOUR story in to-our
secretary (9 Kilrenny cres, Greenwood,6024) so that we may all enjoy it.

L.C.
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How we got storted,

...John & Audrey Hunt
Jamestoun, Scuttt Australia.

For as long as I have known John, I knew that one day he would restore
a }4ode1 A Ford. His Uncle Keith owned a Model A and John thought they were
so simple mechanically, especially not having a vacuum tank. His Dad had
Chevs and Chryslers in the first days of owning a car. John and brother
Frank also owned a Chev and he has never forgotten coming home from Saddleworth
squatting on the nrrning board with a funnel in the vacuum tank, filling it
with petrol to get home. Yes, a Model A was better !

One December Thursday,'taking the long way home to our farm, we called
into the Yarcowie Post Office and collected the rAdvertiserr; normally not
seen until Friday. There in the rFor Sale? column was 'one Model A with
spare everything' it seemed. John looked up from reading and said "That's it,
Ir11 ring him", he did and was to1d "No, thatfs in tomorrow's paper, how did
you find out about it?r'. The powers that be had put it in a day too soon and
so with explanations over it was arranged to have a look at it the following day.
I wonder why it wasntt the same day?

Down to Adelaide, Military Road, John disappeared behind a high brush
fence and after what seemed like an eternity, reappeared beaming. "Come and
have a 1ook, I'm going to have it." Well I looked and even I thought it had
possibilities - t'But John, where is it's back end (I now know it is a rear tub)
and there are only two doorsrr. There were some rear panels for a Roadster but
John thought he would like a tourer. rrlVerll find them't. htrat optimism !

Well sold it was, it was now our Model A. When to take it home ? That was
quickly decided as Bob was leaving the city to reside interstate so it had to
be coilected that weekend therefore arrangements were made to take it home

on Sunday.

Up early Sunday, departing from Yarcowie, John driving our modern, towing
Mervynrs trailer and I in the Datsun 1 tonner. Yes, there was that much to
bring home. With the buckboard as it was then, on the trailer with bits and
pieces in it, under it and around it, we then loaded the Datsun; panels, three
engines, 13 wheels, etc. etc.. On it went, our load getting bigger and Bobrs
shed getting emptier ! Finally the boot of the car was fu11 and after a

BBQ ltmch homeward bound we came. Quite an eventful trip it was too, with
hearry rain, water over the road in a few places and the wind catching the
load on the Datsun; it was anything but fast, but what an interest we were
to our feI1ow travellers.

Harvest in South Australia was under way so nothing happened for a
while, then one day suddenly the buckboard was stripped down. Are there
really that many pieces in a lr,lcdel A ? Then in March 1978 off we went to
Canbema to a Mode1 a Ral1y; the 50th Anniversary of the t'4ode1 A Ford.
What fun we had and how we wished we could wave a wand and have our rAt all
finished. However farning carne first but then John made the decision to
leave the farm.

For the next year our rAr was locked in the Separator room in egg boxes
and anything else that would keep such valued items safe. The farm so1d,
sheep gone, clearing sale over, new house completed (the garage and sheds
were built first of course) it was time to start restoring in earnest and
many miles and many hours later our "LADY" as she was by now known was

completed in time for the Model A National Ra11y at Echuca in 1982. What

a proud day that was !



' LADYI

Now what is this ? "How about coming down to l,laitland for a disposal
sale of Chevs, have a day out rr says John. "Yes, wh/ notrrand you guessed it,
home we came with a L928 Chev Tourer, now nicely restored and painted a two
tone green and named 'BESSIET.

Then it was rrlets go to this big sale in Victoria, could be fun and there
is a 1928 Chev Roadster there we might pick up cheap." What a sight, what a sale
and why is everyone wearing gun boots on a hot November day ? To keep the sand
out of course ! After hours of patient waiting the Auctioneer said going, going
gone and that heap of rusty bits and pieces in the sand was ours. 0n the way
home with the load on the trailer we were asked "What are you going to do with
that ?rilrMake a car out of it". "No you wonrttr said he as he wandered off
shaking his head. Well John did and 'THE ROCKET' ls'now keeping 'ILADY' and
TBESSIE' company in the garage in her fresh grey paint.

Now the big fe1Ia has arrived. Will this be the last, of course not,
there is sti11 the 1912 Model T to be finished, that is a long term project you
know. The 1929 Reo Flying Cloud Master C Sports Sedan is s1ow1y coming along -
you canrt hurry such a big fe11a. He has been christened tCost-a-lott and was
recently knigirted by Lynne.

We look forn,ard to having
sha11 get from it. Now we also
memorabilia, you know what it is
horne enpty handed can you !?

rSir Cost-a-lotf on the road, what enjoyment we

have stationary engines, too1s, a 1itt1e general
like when you go to a sale - you canrt come

s- how WE got started - how did YOU get started ?

.John & Audrey
Hunt.

The Reo as purchased
30 March 1985.



. 'l'hc slight fluid <xlzing of I lrc:rtl g:rskct is not trrrconull()n
cvcn on trrrcd blocks lnd hc:tds. Rcytl:rccnrcnt coltpcr hcutl
glskcts hlvc a nrirrinrunr of crinrpirrg errd ctrn allou' c:r1til-
lary'action trl pull fluid ou( thc sidcs. ()rrc-rlulrtcr to I hall':r
can of radixtor scalent usurlly will stop this unsightlv c()n-
dition if the problcm pcrsists. l)o not cxcccd norntal hcad-
bolt torquc (50-55 foot pounds). It me1' ntakc rhc condiri<ln
\r'orsc.

DRIVE LINE
c V/hcn you jack up onc rcar whccl for dry rurt tcsring in

gcar, rcmcmbcr that thc raiscd u,hccl is turning trvicc as fast
as indicated on sgrcedomctcr. At 60 mph ),ou are ptacing
unclue and unncccssary stress on drive parts. Jack up both
whcels and keep specd modcrarc.

. Thc large speedomctcr gcar locatcd on tl.rc drivcshaft, if
installcd in rcversc position, u,ill prcclude anv ettentpr ro
slidc on thc univcrsal ioint u.hilc installirtg r1l()tor-trtusnlis-
sion assembly,.

SPEEDOMETER
. If )'ou hold a constant specd bcrween mile p()srs, mcasurc

thc elapsed timc in scconds rnd dividc into -1(100. This rvitl
.. show your actual milcs pcr hour for spcedomctcr calibra-

tion. This can bc vcry accuratc if d<tnc scvcral times cspc-
cially with a srop warch.

CLUTCH
o Never install a clutch plate that docs not fcature a spring

loaded hub. Thc clutch chattcr can irrit:ttc lhc m<tst cal.u
personalit),. If caught without a clurch pl;rte elignme nr tool
it is possiblc to install transmission rr'hilc prcssurc platc
bolts arc loosc. Once rransnrission is in placc gradualll'
tighten pressurc plate boks rhrough inspcction hole in bcll
housing.

F'LYWHEEL

" Thc hcav)' flywhccl rvill slidc on xnd off clsilv if a hcadbolt
stucl is uscd as a guidc by scrcrving it inro crankshaft fllngc.

" Ilcforc having cxccss.r*,cight cur from stanclerd fli u,hccl,
chcck with someonc who has had it donc. J'l'rcre n'ray bc
sonrc instant accclcration advantage but slou, spced power
pulscs may show up as wcll as poor idling. Coulcl bc rvorth
a chcck out.

.. .TEERING

o Whe n rcplacing stccring sccror or wornt, both units shoul<l
be rcplaccd if good adjusrntcnt is ro bc affordccl.

o Thc stccring column must linc up u,ith dashboard or tank
brackct to avoid hard stcering. If ncccssarr,, enlargc franrc
mounting holcs slightly and add shims brrn,ccn gcar box
and framc to clcan up sidc to sidc misaligllmcnt, if any.
\l'ith a Modcl A y'ou nccd all o[ thc srccring casc ),()u cxn
erranSc.

. About l0% STP addcd to srccring gcar oil is seid to irtr-
provc st(cring ('tsc.

DIFFERENTIAL
. V/hcn inspccting thc gcars of a diffcrcntial rltlr has bccn in

usc, look vcry carcfulll,at gcar tooth llxscs lirr hrirlinc fa-
tiguc cracks. 'l'hcsc arc not uncon)nr<)rr unrl cln causc gricf
if c:rr is drivcn hard. lf in doubr, havc it Nl:rgnllluxcd.

o ()n ncw orrcbuilt rcarcnds rhc usc of l-{0 gcar<til is ().K. It'
ncrv scals havc not bccn inst:rllcd. rvatch Iirr lcuks. I)o r-rot

nrix 600 anct l,i() gcar <;ils.
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TI NKERI NG WiTH OUR T0YS by Arnold ,Bud, Dodge,

IrAll i

Yakima, l{ashington.

2.

--\
. A I Yt ton hy'dratrlic jack inscrtcd in :r clisrsst:nrllle rl rc:rr cnrl

b:rnjo can cffcctivclY push out thc cloublc conc bclring
racc. I)lacc banjo in upright position * ith bclring surt;rcc
dou,n, usc old bearings (or t>tl.rcr spaccr) firr :rn rlignnrcnt
adaptcr and basc of jack es pr.rshcr. 1op of jack shorrltl bc
ctrshioncd *,ith a rvood block. A steadY Casy a(:ti()n on thc
jack handlc rvill do thc trick.

o 'I'hc cottcr pin rvhich rctains the nut holding pinion or.r

drivc shaft can bind against the ring gcar carricr. Drcss lhc
cottcr pin on sidcs of nut rathcr than rhc ustr;rl ovcir thr cntl

ltosirion. 
'l'lris binding, u,hcrc it occurs, makcs :rrljr,r:,r-

nlcnts vcr1, difl''icult .

o I)ifl'icult to krcatc rcar end noiscs cen ltr rluc to a "u'e11>rd"

ring gcar carricr. IJrokcn gcar tccth riding tlrrorrgh a rirtg
gcar and pinion carr "hairlinc" fracturc thc b:rn jo rrs rve ll us

distort thc carricr. Sprung ring gc;rr cerricrs c:rrt bc rc:rr-lilv

idcntilled if nrourrtcd in a lethc on bcering surlucc :tnd

s1-run. Rirrg, gcar can lrc nrountcd <ln carrirr litr tlrc nrost
rcvcalirrg tcst. Rcplaccnrcnt <lf feultv unit is bcst courst' r)l'

:tCt i()n.

BRAKI]S
r \fi'hcr.r installing rcar brakc lllcking 1tl:rrcs, notc curclullv

th;tt thct':Irc not reverscd fr<lnt lcft to right.'l-lrc crrrtr c'en

bc agonizinglv rcelizcd n,hcrt tl.rc lxtc'kirrg 1tl:rrt. br:rkc rod
clcvis lcvers do ntit dircctlr eligrt u irh ltr;rkc r,rrl cvt s

II-I]CI'RICAL
o A tn)'str:rious arrd cltrsivc clcttricul slrort cun bc lot.urr-tl if'

r'ou lxtve just irtst:rllcrl lr lrleck jrrnt't ion l:ox r>rt Iirt u':rll. l'ltc

\)\

l_-::=s
\ ------t



Iong scrcws ()11 sonlc rcplaccnrcnts cxtcnd fir cnoug,h to
tlrc rc:rr of thc l;ox to nrtkc contact rvith thc mctel t-ircw,all
rcsulting in a dced slrrlrt.

. l\lost rcpllccmcnt battcry clblcs will rcquirc somc sizc ad-

iustnrcnt. 
'fhc p<>sitive ground systcm is in conflicr with

polc siz-c end c;rblc cllntp sizc of modcrn ceblcs.
. Kccp thc gcncrator chlrging ratc :lt 2 or 3 ampcrcs rvhilc

on cxtcndcd trips cspccially on w'arm days. Thc rmmcter
should just rcgistcr at ro:ld spccds. Burning up an ermature
or boiling e battcry dry is conrpletely avoidable. Daylight
local driving scldom nccds m<>re than l0 xmpcres to hold :l
good battey. 5 to U is betrer.

o Never allorv a battery cablc to run loose . Thc generator can
climb right up to high volrages and burn out any bulbs
w'hich mey be on and can scriously damage thc ignition
systcm.

o Since the battcry is out of sight it is best to usc anti-corro-
sion pads undcr rhe batter!, connecrions. Split the pads if
tcro thick. Thcy, rcally rv<>rk.

r A double cnded (holc on cach cnd) ground strap about l2
inlhes long installccl from bcll housing to right frame mem-
ber will sonrerimes put new lifc in the starter motor. Most
frames havc a hole already punchcd in the area.

. Most ncrv wiring looms have swedgcd-on or solderless
conncctors. A moment spent soldering these connections
cxn spxrc you some mysre rious clectrical problcms. Do this
bcfore instrllation if possible.

o Somc rcplaccmcnt stecring column light srvitches are just

no good. Some crimping and bceting up wirh epox)' may
he lp but failure of hcadlights is immincnt with thcse poor
reproductions. A clcancd up original os a quality replace-
ment is a musr if originel switching system is to be retained.

e It is rarc that there isn't a spot or two of drips under a

N{odel A. Thc old rule "lf it ain't drippin' somcthing necds

fillin"' should epply to )'our pet "A." Doesn't take much
time to be sure. Ahvays note if w'ater has raised your oil
lcvcl in crankcase.

. As clften repcarccl in i\lodel A articles, "save all ol<I parts"
until 1'ou are absolutcly surc that thcy are not better than
rcplacemcnts or at leest a source o[ cclnrparison mcesure-
mcn(s.

o Remembcr that the two most inrportent gadgets on a illodel
A are a motor tcmperaturc nrcesuring devicc and an oil
prcssure gaugc. Neithcr of thesc \r'crc on the original.

. Prepere for the heartbrcak rvhcn the old l\{odel A junker
dou'n the strect outruns )'our ncrv rcbuild and sprays oil
particlcs on your windshicld. 'lhcrc will come a dry.

o Somc rcphccment brcaker points not only quickly oxidizc
and dcvclop a high rcsistence but the rubbing block wears

so rapidly th:rt the point gap is rcduced to neer zero. Ge-

niunc Ford points are available on order from your Ford
dealcr "lU<ltorciaft lV{odel A Points DP-10.t."

. A frcqucnt cxusc of intcrmittent distributor failurc is the
rvire bckrw tlrc nrovceble breakcr plate. This wire should
be of a highly flcxiblc multistrand construction and be in-
stallcd to pcrnrit frcc trevcl for brcakcr plate advance and

rct'lrd movcnrcnts. Sorne rcplaccnrcnts htvc stiff u'ire
wtrich sltorts rvhcn irrsul:tri<>n rubs off on clistributor btxly
or intcrnel strends brelk lorvcring currcnt carrying, cxpac-

ity or contl'rletc off ltntl ott ()l)cr:tti()tl.

. S()r-nc olctcr "trrrivcrs:rl" rclrlltcctl)(rlt coils rvcrc nrerkccl
" llet " :rnrl l)ist." i\lrlst u'e rc lirr Irc!r:ttivc grotnrtl s) stcnls. ll

(Page 4 of 5)
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inst:rllcd ls markcd, rltcrc can bc up to 40% loss of sprrk
intcnsiry at highcr spccds. Rcvcrsc thc coil if ,vou havc a

problcm; lvorth e try. Coils marked positivc and ncgrtive
sh<>uld bc installed whcrc the positive (rcd wirc) gr)e s ro rhe
distribr.rtor vi;r thc ignition switch and the ncgative is con-
ncctcd to the battcry (bleck wire) via thc ammcte r.

. Norc fit of plasric distributor body on distributr.rr. *tmc rc.
placcmcnts fir so poorly that the rotor rutrs on the fup
lcading to thc plugs. An unusual noise is usually evidcir
and some side to sidc movcmcnt of plastic body may bc
noticed. Do not attcmpt to salvage.

. A t/t " pipc thrcad tap screwed part way into distributor
slcevc bearings permits easy driving out of bearing.

o Thc condenser is an important unit running in a very hot
environment. Carry x spare. A good one will check out at
about .25 microfarads and should take a 400 volt leakage

test. If caught in an cmcrScncy, r€move it and install a mod-
crn pigtail type bctwcen rcd coil rvire and ground (fire-
well). It should get you home.

r The stcering whcel spark lever should permit a full span of
thc gap on side of distributor body with no play in linkaqc.
On two-toothed stcering systcms, the colr,rmn shcll c' .p
can be loosened and rotated a bit to allow propcr actio^ Jr
full rctard and aclvance of spark. Adjustment can be macle

by a small bend of spark control lever on lower steering
column if needed in addition to shell movcment.

o Rcplacement distributor cams should be chccked our bv
mersuring any change in point gap on the various ktbcs.
The old one may give better pcrformance if thc ncw onc is

off more than 2 or 3 thousandths.
. Increases in dwcll angle, up to a practical cut-off (poinr-

arcing), is supposed to incrcase spark intensity and, hcnce,
better top speed performxnce. The drvell is increased b_v

dual brcakcr points, distributor cam design, closcr poinr
spacing and the cquivalent in modcrn electronics. Try rhc
.0l8" sctting on points once they arc rvorn-in. A "B" dis-
tributor cam (occan wave pr<>filc) offers a bit more dwell if
you like to cxperimcnt.

. Use that spark levcr to improve driving pleasure . Full rc-
tard on idle, pertial rctard while on warm-up and heavl'
pull such as hitls and smooth going in parades and full ad-
v:rncc whilc tooling down thc highway. Expcrintenr 'th
scttings end enjoy full performance.

r When replacing intermediate distributor shafts a bit of fil-
ing will xssure an cftcctive fit. Save the old shaft for meas-

urcments. This epplics to rcbuilt distributors and oil
pumps. Thc lugs and slots rnust permit casy fits arrd alkrw
the sh:rfts to homc-in.

OIL PUMP
r Starting in cold or frcezing rveathcr can bring on ntxny

strengc noiscs as thc oil pump gasps through thick oil,
shnrnkcn pistons rap end dry bcarings clatter. Cavitation
around the oil pump (eir pocket) can set up an cvil mttle for
a fcw rnontents whilc thc pump wobblcs and pulscs. Check
oil bcfore starting in freczing ivcathcr. The oil pump drivc
lug can bc shcarcd off if the pump is sitting in a ferv inchcs

of watcr lcakcd into the crankcasc. Allow slow warm-up.
r Ahvlys rcplecc coil spring on bottom of oil pump if wcak

r>r ctchcd. A bnlkcn spring can allorv thc pump to drop
cnouglr to discngegc thc drivc lug lnd crcatc I disestcr.

r Vcr)' k'rv oil prlnlps ncccl rcbuileling hut thc proccdurc of'-

tcrs conrlirrt t() x rclltrild. llc strrc rcbtrilt fits fullr'.lntl
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snugly into bkrck. An ctclrcd ()r worn punrp bottonr platc
cln bc rcvcrscd to pr<lvidc I ncw surfxcc. []c surc thcrc is a

gaskct undcr thc punrp shroud covcr to rssist in col<J oil
flow and minimizc pulling in of air. Crankceses are pumpcd
nearly dry on cold starts and may show zcro on oil gaugcs

upon right turns until warm,up.
r If you have a doubt about oil pump operation, temporarily

install a radiator sropcock in oiI gallery access holc on side
of block. A momcnt of opdning will prove the point. A per-
manent oil gauge is best but remember, th to 1% pounds of
pressure on a hot engine is normal.

c Some new oil filler caps permit a completc close off of filler
tube. Crankcase pressure will blow through back main
bearing and other escapc points. Either back offabout 7r "
on cap when installing or bend down the lugs already on
somc caps to kecp it from closing off filler tubc. This q'ill
save a lot of oil puddlcs on the garage floor.

CARBURETOR
c Do not turn on gas supply to a dry carburet<lr without im-

mcdiately starting the cngine . A puddle of gasolinc can

form up in a hurry undcr the carburetor iust waiting to

- 
flame off. Engine vibration usually seats the float needle
valve to set things back to normal.

o Choke rods sometimes rub against the carburetor throttle
rod sctting up a noisy vibration. Slightly bend out the ball-
tipped arm of the throttle plate just enough to clear the
point of contact. Use two small wrenches so as to take the

bending strain from throttle plate swcdging.
o l)on't toss out that Air Maze carburetor air cleaner. A clean

and '*'ell oiled unit is better than nothing until you put on
<;ne of updates madc for the purpose. Do chcck for high
spced performance after the installation of any air cleaner;

missing may occur.

o Reasscmbled carburetors sometimes display binding throt-
tle and choke plates. Loosen the butterfl)' screws and
"home" the plates to properly ccnter in thc opcnings.

FUEL SYSTEM
o Be careful when installing gas lines. Excessive cxtension of

rhe tubing bcyond the compression ferrulc can block fuel
flow. Never allow more than tA inch beyond ferrulc.

---. lt is fairly easy to "calibrate" a gasolinc I,auge through filler
'by prudcnt bcnding of float wire. Most originals and re-
placements providc sufficicnt rangc so that gauge can bc

se t to show somewhat past zcro whcn cork is on bottom of
tanl and just full on the "F." The "past zcro" se tting assures

somc remaining gasoline if gaugc is "floating."

. Thc original gasoline tank filler scrccn triggers the auto-

shutoff on Bas stetion hoses making a tank fillup a painfully
slow procedure. Modern filter systems on gas station
pumps tend to precludc any practical use of the screen.

Ford omittcd this screen on rll T's, B's and V-8's. A numbcr
of lllodel A owners are removing this screcn cxcrpt for seri-
ous judging events.

o Pcsky leaks in firewall mountcd glass gasolinc filter bon'ls

are usually madc worsc by rccfing up on sccuring bail nut.

A ncoprcnc gaskct rcpair kit uscd on somc tank t)'pc gardcn
spraycr hand pumps (or cut from s(ock ncoprcnc) to re-

place the cork gaskct will stop thc lcaking prbblcm if filtcr
body has not bccn pullcd out ofshrpc.

. Some hard t<-l find carburctor lcaks arc duc to faulty gaskcts

undcr thc jcts, csp,ecially thc main and cap jets. l-caky float
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nccdlc valvcs lncl e xtcrn:tll1' r'ie rvcd g:tskcts :trc nl<lst tl[.lvi-

ous.

GENERAL IIINTS
. An efficient and cffcctivc nrechanic ncvcr ltll<lrvs wiping

rags to covcr ovcr tools or parts, has duplicatc sockcts and

wrcnches of most oftcn uscd sizcs, inrmcclilte l1' rctr-rrns all

tools in usc to a "home" area and kcr:ps working zone free

of oil and clutter. This simplc idcalism docs rvork.
r A free turning front whccl hub nrakes an exccllent rl'hccl

balancer. Mount a whcel, turn and tcst for heavy point, add

standard whccl wcights on opposite sidc as nccdcd (add

weights on both sides of whecl if ovcr 1 ounce). For 21"
whecls, wrup tA " lcad wire around spokcs. Lead wire can

be found et most fishing supply storcs.

. A bit of STP or Lubriplate on surfaccs of "forccfit" 8ears,
beerings and bushings will hclp to cxsc assembly. This in-
cludes crankshaft timing gcar, stccring \\'ornl, rcar en<I car-

rier bcarings, water pump, king pin bushings and similar.

o Old parts makc exccllcnt drifts or adaptcrs for driving
homc new bushings, bcaring raccs and rclatcd. \\tar pro-
tective eye gear since some of thcse parts are maclc of hard

stccl.
. I{ost bench viscs will neatl)' push in the bronzc lrr.rshings

used in clutch and brake pcdals. A slight bcvel filcd or
ground on lcading cdge of bushing simplifics thc proccss.

r Replaccment fen belts alrval's sccm a lrit short arld prcse nt a

tcsty' challcngc to install. I)t> not forcc thc bclt ovcr tl'tc
pullcl's or a distorted pulley or torn bclt rvilI result. Tempo-

rarily puil the generator mounting bolt, install bett and

reinsralI bolt and adjust tension. Bclts about l " ltlngcr arc

availablc and can bc installed rvithout fuss.

r After a fcw hundrcd milcs, tcst fbr "opcrational" toc-in or
toc-out by rubbing hand across surfacc of fror]t tircs. A

fcathered edge on tread rvill point up alignmcnt problcms
bcttcr than most alignmcnt racks. Minor adjustn.rcnt of tie-

rod can corrcct the prcblcm.
e To save a potcntial problcm, it is bcst to sccure Iloadster

and Phacton bodics on the frame in final adjustment bcforc
installing thc top. Some ugly u'rinkles can clcvclop othcr-
wisc.

r Hair spray pumps havc plastic pickup tubcs that makc cx-
ccllcnt cxtcnsions for oil cans.

r Chasc all used threads u'ith taps ancl dics [rt'forc prr,r r.-
scnrbly. This will assurc casl' :rsscmbll', avoicls shclrcd bolts
and can standardizc torque readings if used.

o A fcw M<ldcl I) timing gcar covcrs find their lva-v to Model

A's. "8" covcrs havc a built-in advancc and accuratc Modcl
A timing is impossiblc using thc "pin-in-the-trolc" method.
Pccp into #l with plug rcmovcd and top dead ccntcr on

comprcssion stroke. Rctard spark and sct distributor as

:,tii],. 
ttr,t will tly-pass the pin mcthod and ignorc "8"

. For thc advcnturclus, spccclonrctcrs cen bc acljustccl to c()r-
rect thc milcs pcr hour portion. A shrtrting, l>ar on tltc rotat-
ing magnct can vxry thc spccd indication scvcral milcs pcr
hour. Opcn thc magnct gllp to incrcLsc spccd indication,
closc dou,n thc nrxgnct g,xp to shrlu' lcs.s spccd.

o A tablcsp<-ronful of baking sotla in I tuna cln <tf rvetcr

sh<luld bc hantly as a fingcr dip rvhcn u'<trking <ln a battcry'.

Savcs clothcs, tools end cycs.
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