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NEXT MEETING: SUNDAY NOVEMBER 17 1985

TIME: 10:00 a.n. at Entertainnent Centre Car Park
Wellington Street, Perth.

DESTINATIO}{: Cave:ishain WiLdlife Park & Zoo, West Swan

OCTOBER 27TH n:n to

There are BBQs with wood supplied and a Kiosk at the park
plus lots of things to have a look at. Entry fee to the
park is about $2.50 adults and $1.00 children - but - who
knows, our Events 0rganiser Steve nay have been able to obtain
a group concession for us again. Pack up your fanily and
hmch and werll see you on the 17th.

++++++++++++++++++

Canning Dam was postponed due to inclement weather but werll
keep this venue for a later nrn. Apologies to those few
members who were intending to brave the elements.

++ ++ + + + ++ ++ + + + + + + +

NEW I,{EMBERS:

+++++++++++.r++++++

*+* Christmos Evening Out **,,

DATE: Friday Evening - DECEI\AER 20TlI 1985

VENI.JE: BISTRO AT THE MERLIN

7:30/8:00 p.n. (to be confi::ned in December newsletter)

$24.00 per person for - Smorgasbord, Wine, Beer, Squash
A11 incl.

TIME :

Itlelcone is extended to Frederic 6 HazeL Growns of Bingfield Rd, Medina who
have a 1930 Roadster and a 1928 Lrzton Tnrck. The Roadster n:nning gear is
well on the way but body requires a 1ot of work and parts. Frederic is
looking for patterns for all the woodwork and hood bows - if any members
can help out, please contact Frederic direct on 419 2L65. The tnrck is
second on the list of restoration. Hope to see you along (in your nodern
vehicle) on some of our runs.
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and Coffee,

Make sure you have your tunnies prined for this Christmas outing where you can
eat and eat to your heartts desire on the 101 smorgasbord itens; cold and hot
dishes and the desserts - scmuptious !

The balcony section'of the Bistro has been requested so you can not only enjoy
the fine fare and company of other members but have a view of the river night
lights as well. This section is seni-private in that it is away fron the
main eating area but we would need about 45 people to "have it to ourselves'r.

rITII'TIIIIIIIIITII IIIIIIIIIITITT..IITIITIIITI

COST :

THE OFFICIAL ilEWSLETTER OF

THE IODEL.A RESTORERS CLUE (WESTERN AUSTRALTA}BRA}'CH INC.



t.
ih::efore, come on along icr our end of year social outing. Country
members - will you be in :,rwn - love to get to know you, and what about
those city urembers who have reen rmable to attend our Sunday outings
this is a great opportunity io meet up with fellow club rnembers in a very
relaxed atupsphere.

Christnas gifts - this year's frthene'f has yet to be decided so your
suggestions are welcome and the outcome will be published in the Decenber
newsletter. Last yearrs effort was a hilarious success so please join
in the fun and participate again this year.
Attached is a RESERVATION FORM and we ask those mernbers planning to attend
our outing to corplete it and return it this week to our Secretary (together
with your cheque) or bring it along to the Noveriber 17th neeting in order
that nunbers can be confirmed by Monday 18th Novenber.
As the Bistro is heavily booked for this time of the year our
number of people attending' will only be held for us until the

++++++ + ++++++++++++

SEEN A}ID HEARD A}.ID OTHER THINGS !

TECHNICAL TIP

+ That Geoff Davies and the Luca family held their own meeting at Sir Janes
Mitchell Park on the 27th October. Ttranks for the rMinutes I report John
and glad to hear you all enjoyed your lunch at Htmgry Jacks !

+ That twice Ron Andrews has been offered the use of Steve Readrs Tudor and
twice the proposed runs have been cancelled due to bad weather. Never mind
Ron - maybe third tine lucky as Louise tel1s us that Steve is far too busy
working to have such luxuries as time off for a club rtn - so maybe the
Andrews will arrive in the Tudor -- if Steve is stil1 on his busy streak ! !

+ Bill Spencer is keeping up the restoration pace in order to have his
five window coupe ready for the Barossa l:un next Easter.

+ And talking of Barossa - the S.A. Club advise that they have 110 entries
for this event. For any interested menbers, inforrnation on accommodation
sti11 available at 4/10/85 can be obtained by phoning our Secretary.

+ Rotary Club of Kalamr:nda Charity Car Show.
Sr:nday 24th November 1985 10 AM to 4 PM Hartfield Park, Forrestfield.
Excellent prizes and trophies offered.
A11 classifications of vehicles welcorne.
Write for Info: Secretary, P0 Box 206, Kalammda, 6076 or

Phone: 291 8411
(Our club will not be entering as a group but menbers can do so individually).

+ ++++ +++ +++++++++++ +++ ++

(fron M.A.F.C. of NSW I'Going Thing")
Petrol taPs can leak past the shut-off valve and can also leak past the val.ve
stem causing petrol to drip on the floor nat. The shut-off valve can be
lapped without having to renove the valve fron the tank. Just drain the tank
and remove the valve stem. Put a sma1l amowrt of conpor:nd or metal polish on
the valve taper and using the shut-off handle reversed, start grinding back
and forth, like grinding valves. Itlipe off and inspect. Repeat until a neat
fit is obtained. For leaks past the valve stem, a new graphite seal can be
fitted. Alternatively the old seal can be left in place and the space arormd
the valve stem can be filled with silicone sealant (Silicon nrbber). Allow
to cure over-night before filling the petrol tank. As the valve sten only
turns through 90 degrees the silicone sealant can tolerate this amount of
twist ing.

CLIJB ADDRESS: Secretary, Mrs. A. Letch
9 Kilrenny Crescent, Greenwood, WA, 6024

I tentative

Telephone: 447 8247
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ff{orv a Corantry Boy Scervived
bl,Jack Ralpb - Alamo As, Tbxas

Psyclttlltlgists and psychiatrists ltavc ncvcr settlccl tltc ar- various local car dc:rlcrs. In thosc days, no sclf respecting citi
gumcnt conccrning hcredity vs. cnvironnrent - whiclt has zen woukl think of taking his lrusincss anywhcrt but ti; tly
the greatcr influence ovcr onc's lifc? ]'hcrc isn't onc put an- local mcrchants. 'I'hcy rvc:re y<lur fricncls and ncighbr)rs, lln(
swer. A p<tor, unfcrrtunatc individual with an lrcrcditary birttr they wouldn't ever liirgive you if you went to thE ,.blg cit1.'
dcfect can lte affcctcd cvcry rninutc of rhc lifc span by that to buy your car. Unfortunately, thii fact of life <Irasticaiiy nir
factor.Ontheotherhand,ifyouhlvcafairlynornral complc- rowe<tbad'sc6oices. 1'hcFoicl 4ealerwasthere,of course. I

ment of genes and "luck it out" as I have foi over sixty ycirs, cloubt there was any town <lf over 500 souls that clidn't hrvr
the environment probably plays a more imporranr part. a Ford dealer. But f)ad had ,,hacl it', with Moclel T,s and tht

192 I was my natal ycar. Thercfore I grerv up during thc ..New Ford" was still in the rumor stage.
great advanccs in nrcchanical. technology. Since I was I farm The only other dealer in torvn was lelling Overlap4s ent,
kid, there was a lot of machinery arounct to cmphxsizc thc Whippets. The Overland enioyed a very favoiable reputarionpoint' in thoie day's, end was an olcl established marque. 1'he whip

My dad, on the oth,er hand, had grown up on the same perwasa"6abyOvcrland"withfourcylinderiinsteaclofsii.
'il(tisconsin farm, bu-t_clur.ing-thc days of hrlrscs ancl a lot of and was not a provcn olcl-timer like ihe overland. So Dacr
hard, manual labor. No,t thai farrning wasn't lrard work in the opted for this big (r-cylinder Overlancl serlan with three tont.
1920's and 30's - but I don't know how many times I hcard paint, balloon tires, a stop light, aut<lmatic windshicld wipDad rcmind rne thar I didn't know how lucky I was not ro ers, and bumpers. i still remember how ..well cquipped,, ir
havc to sit on a culti.vator all day, staring at thc scluth cncl of a was. As I recail, at five 1'ears of age that was my firit..it ""g,,
rorth-bound horse!" What a difference one gencration macle trip.', I was so aware of *y SunZry i.f.,oirf frien<Is staring'ar

-.at 
that time! Because of his upbringing, Daclilways likecl the thi new car the flirst time to church after the big purchase."horse " way of doing things, but hc knew hc coulcln't bc a As it turnecl out, the Ovcrland wasn,t such a brillianrgood competitive farmer if-he_ clttng onto <lld mcthocls. He choice. I remcmbcr rhe top of the .ngin. had to comc ofl

was a pretty good farmer. He had Sone to tltc Univcrsity of within the firstyearfor some rexson. Iiran pretty well mgsrWisconsin and knerv his way lrouncl thc old barnyarcl, you of thc time, bui Dad thoughr thxt, frlr that much t6ugh, ir
can bct! llut luckily formc, whcn I6;ot tllclcrrougli t,,.cilly shoulcl run pcrfcctly all tlre time. I'll never forgct un.jiin.,.help with the heavy stuff, he was contcnt to lct nic clril'c the the two of ui were our alone in it, and it seemed to be in gr,tl
tractor, or the pickup, or the car. He alwrys kept at lcast trvo shape that day. Dacl said slyly, ,.Don,t ever tell you, m.rih"..
horses and found excuses to use thcrn, while cithcr the liiqccl but'we're going to see whai ti,'i, brgg., will do!,; He stuck his
man or I usecl the "modcrn" nrachincry. . foot in it incl, ift.. 

" 
goorJ country mile, it was worrnd orrt,My earliest recollectio.ns are_my clamoring to go c'!'cry showing ebout 70 *1ih,r, the speLdometer. Gravel was fly-time the car wenr any place. Thc-car was a i9t9 Nloclel f ingcleaioutinrothecornfielcls.Therewasn,taccmentroxd

Touring. Dad toleratecl the "durn thing," bur rvas quitc unde- anywhere in the area in those clays. Dad didn,t think it was
rwh_e.lmed by it, as I rccell. Nlothcr coultl drivc lt, but shc running too goodbccausc the speeclometer had numcrals upcouldn't start it. So when she hacl it out alone, shc ncvcr slrut rc 75. He coul<Jn't ccnter that number at the pointer as 6cIt off. I'd sit in the seat impaticntly rvriting for hcr to clo a anticipated he should be able to. Otherwise, why would thcylittle shopping, and all thc time thc "T" woulcl sit thcrc rvith put75 on rhe dial? Ilut it was a rcal thrill for me. we ahvaysthespark lever up' idling mcrrill'awav. sharecl our littlc sccrct ancl lvrother nevcr knew.
,"1'.?l^t1,:es- 

clllrPaiSning tbr a car with a sclf-startcr al>our 1927 was a lrnclnrark 1'ear. First, Lindbergh solo'd xcrossine tirne the runtors began about llenry Ford dcvclolting a the Atlantic and the u.orld wcnt banal)as. That sante montl.r I
'rolc new car. That tnust havc bccu lbout 1925. l)ld rveiof got a nerv baby brothcr aud our family wclt bananrs. 'l'5en't-he 
opinionthatweshouklrvaitanclsecrvhatHcnrycxmcup that fall the long-arvaitccl r\lodcl A Ford made its dc,but anclwith before we went off the 'clccp, en<I" ancl bought lny the world *entliana,-rls aglin. I was only six, but I rccr.ll the"modern iron." So the matter cliecl clown f<lr about i y"r.. unbelievablc impact thc ;,New Ford,, hacl ou everl,onc. Ir

. Thcn one day l.lother tumecl a con'ler in thc Nloclcl 'l' ancl was the only topic of convcrsation among the mcn for tlays
the right fronr wheel didn't turn. All thc spokcs shutrcrcd :rncl and clays.
we woun-d up in thc ditch. No one was hurt, but Nlotn ltad l Beini uery imprcssionable, I figurcd the Model A wes t6c
bcttcg talking point than bcfclrc. all-timc answcr fo thc rv,rlcl's trinsportation neccls, ar lcast

The "Ncw Ford" talk was gctting intcnsc lty this tirrrc tnd until tlre .,Seconcl (.onring." 'Ihat opinit)n was shlrccl lrv
ever)'one knew S<ttttething was up at the Ilivcr llotrgc, llut most eyerygne it sccnrccl. T'lrgsc iir t6c market for a car,*,crc
canny old Henry wasn't. letting out any se crcts. Irtcltrstrial sc- mad at thcj clealcr bccausc 5e coulcln't till orclers fast cn<lugh.crccy was casily maintained.rt thc llougc :ts Flcnrv hatl a trig To try to pacil'v somc of rhe custgmcrs, the <Iealer woul6 hirepolice forcc of his own. In those clays a nran's ltoirsc (or txc-- young guys toiakc thc train to Detroit and clrive thc ncw carstory) was his castle and everyone unclcrstoocl yor.r didn't - back io Wisconsin xs soon xs thc paint was dry. That speedecl
tness arour:d if you valucd your hide. up clelivery ebout :r weck over .rll ,hip*"nt (which wxs rhe

1{nyway, Dad got the "T" fixecl the next dey. ltur NIOthcr only alternative in l()Zi). I n,oulcln't have wanted one of .refused to drive it. That.was a vefy disruptive dcvcl<tltnrerrr those cars though. Worcl g0t arountl that the ncw Furdsince Dad now had to knock off his chores cvcry tiitrc ln rvouftl casill, (o 70 ntplr, and pass alq,thing op tlte road.errand had to bc run. On a farn:, that can bc an intolcntblc Those cust,j,ners taking clclivcrv of the "drive-aw.a1's" gotsittretion. Trips to town ltad t<l bc prc-plunncct. }'ou jusr c:rn't sornc rvell_brilkcn-in nr:rchincry. 'Ih<>sc high school kidsleave those pregnant Holstcins any olcl tinre r.ou ple'esc. rvcrcn,t anl,diffcrent than cight 1.ears later rvhcn I got to lrigh
So there was an immcdiate prc-plannccl cxcursion t() tllc sclrool. 

- o r ----- ------



iir':trirYltiie. jr;tck:tt tlrc r:Lll,,t '.i,rtirer \vits illrl)l)\'lts:r r..l:ttn
\\'ltii tllc i)r11 t )\'erl:rnd, cvcrr rr r,,"ri.i ',\'lts sonlc\\'h:rt disillu-
iit-rne,J..r'itir tirc nlor-l5tcr.'i'ltc:;iri .',ir;tlcl'l'lracl [tccn nroditicd
iltt.r u Iricliup truck. Anr, loc:ri irllck.snrith could (l() thc job in
a d.rV 0r t\\'(), xnd was glad to rk; rt lirr ebout $20. 'l'lrcy rnadc
ul) l)()xcs in advancc xnd stlrckc(l thcnr out ir) back <tf thc
Sirops. As larmcrs upgrxdcd I'nrm Nlodcl T tourings fbr thc
f:rmily car, thcy invariably had thc modification done. That's
',vh1, a lot of Modcl T's didn't survive.

'fhe lvtodel T was starting to gct on Dad's ncrvcs somcthing
awful. The bands would stick, so he had to jack up the rcar
,.vheel to start it. When you kicked it off the jack, you had
better be in position to vault into the driver's seat and steer, as

iJ was going to go and the brakes weren't any good. Not to
.vorry; the reverse pedal worked just as well. Clearly the
days of the Moclel T wcre over as far as DAd was concerncd.

He wanted a Model A Pickup, but Dad was I conservxrive
guy. There was nothing vcry compulsive about my old man.
'g was a good thing too. The Wall St. Crash came and wcnr,
lnd we read about all the hard times, but weren't affected
much. Farm produce prices were way down, but wc had no
debt. Outside of a lot of grumbling, therc was no re:rl crisis.
Anyway, Dad was sneaking long hungry looks at the lr{odcl A
tluck line.

Suddenly the plan had to change. I can't recall exactly
what went wrong with the Ovcrland, but it was serious. The
odometer hadn't yet turned 20,000 - an event I had been
qnticipating as a great landmark; to see all the numbcrs
rhange at once -l never got to see it. Dad was so ticked off at
that bcast that he set out to ger "a good car!" For some rexson
he didn't want a Ford car; only a Ford truck.

After agonizing over various oprions and listcning to his
friends and relativcs recite their troubles with Erskincs, Che-
vics, Moons and I can't recall all the others, he got the idea
-&hat Pontiacs were pretty good cars. The closest P<lntiac
dcalcr was in Dubuque, Iowa. Dad was also fcd up wirh bcing
inice guy, buying locally and getting junk, so to our antezc-
,[ent we were soon the owners of a brand new l9J0 Pontiac
tedan, with the first hot water heater I'd ever seen, bought in
[he "big city."

This was a big step up. It had four wheel brakes, and for a
vhile we had to sharpen our reflexes, because all that srop-
Ping power took some getting used to. The thing was quiet,
|1ad a gas gsuge up front instead of on rhe rear tank, and
g'nelled so good. The only disadvanrage was, the old Model T
had to be tolerated a while longer unril the milk checks could
luild up the cash reserves. Dad always paid cash.

About a year later the Model T was at a sragc where ir was
tlot "cost effective" (to use the modern buzz words) ro try ro
{r(tend its life. It would be undersrating the siruation to say it
needed everything. It took courage just to drive it around rhe
'{arm. In order to maintxin our economic ties with the outsitle
yorld of creameries, feed stores, grist mills, etc. it becante
Qrcvitable to upgrade our working "rolling stock."

Ab<lut that time a miracle happened, or so it seemed to me
enyway. The local Ford dealer drove down one evening with

, tlr cutest Model A Pickup which l're had taken in on trade.
S;cmeone needed a bigger rig and this trade-in had very low

, raileage. ln those days, the used car business was not close to
rrhat it became in later 1'ears. I{ardly anyone in that conser-
'frtive, hard-working farm area ever got rid of a car or truck
dntil it was pracdcally worthless. Yet here was a golden op-
portunitl', and with hardll' lnt' dickering, lvc <llvncd the
Ifudel A. Finally rve could ltold our hcads higlt on busincss
trips as rvcll as on Sundavs.

To this day I rcrncnrbcr horv I lovcd that littlc Nlodel A. It
renrcd to bc so "1>urposcftrl." lt didn't prctcnd ltl llc atrt'-
thing btrt nrost ltracticel, dcpcndalllc 1;iccc oI ctluiprtrct-tt. I

was tcn 1'c:trs olcl lty' that titttc rtnd took ovcr nrost of thc
resp<>nsibilitv lirr kccl;ir.rg it clctr.r ltnrI scrviccd. I dtlrt't tltcltl'l 

.

I did any difficult rc1>:tirs, bttt I lcltrncd htxv t<l grcesc it,
chcck thc oil, tircs, wlttcr, ctc. I gevc it e lot of 'll'.L.(1." attd

tl

'.r.:s rr:,,r':rrrlcrl lrv l-rcirrrl t;rtrulrt to drivc it:rlrn inrrnc,.iiliti-!.,.
r,:r:ii ,in tlrc rrncll. ()l corlrsc. ltut rvlrlrt thrills!

:..r', liids llcvcr g,()r ro drt tl.rosc things. It rrlrdc u1t iirr rirc
lr)irq inrd duys durirrg \untntcr vecation, rvlrcn thc cin' l<id:;
rvrrc 1.>luying lnd the tarrn kicls rvcre cutting hev, ltutting ir in
thc b:trn. or doirrg the nrultitudc of othcr csscntixl chorcs.

ilrVisconsin's ntininrum driving agc was 16. Spccial pcrnrirs
wcrc issuccl to tirm kids at l/r, hou,evcr, if thcy had to pro-
vide their oivn transporrxtion to high school. Oh boy, rvhat a
break for the tarm kicl.s! I turrrcd l4 a wcck bctbrc I cnrollcd
in high school, so I had to be proticicnr ar thc rvheel. Thcrc
was no time tbr Mom or Dad to indulge in such follishncss as

carpooling or busing kids to school.
No problem. Highway law enforccmenr was almosr un-

heard of in thosc days out in thc rurll cnviroffnent whcrc we
tived. All summer before high school srarted, and whilc I was
ll, I got my expcrience driving the roads around the farm
rnd gradually worked up to the hcavicr traffic in rown.
Ihen, armccl with my brand ncw pcrmit, I would takc thc
milk to the crcamery, attend school, pick up any items
needed fiom the farm srores, and be home by 4:30 p.m.

Quite often there would be a delay as I would nore a dam-
sel in distress, because of inclement weather or other disastcr
(like the prospect of walking home). Bcing sensitive to rhese
crises, I did the gentlemxnly thing, delivering her unharm(
to her h<lnrc.

Keep in mind, however, that it was 10 on a scalc of I to 10
in that litrle town, xt that time, at the agc of 14. Aftcr all, the
city kids rvere still stuck with bicycles.

I wonder if any of you appreciate what to me was the big-
gest improvement of the Model A over the Model T - thc
ability to start in winter. You in thc sun bclt wouldn't appre-
ciate it, tbr natural rcasons. It docsn't get cold down there.
Cold means 40 below, with nothing bctween you an<I the
North Pole. In Wisconsin we got a few days like that every
winter, and lots of them at 20 bcl<lw. The Model T will al-
ways be known as the hardest starting, most cantankerous,
most frustrating vehicle cver manufactured. Eyen in warm
weather, you had to know your car. As the sailor said about
women, "They're all alike, but each one's different." Vhen
the thermometcr got below freezing the normal laws of
physics didn't apply to thc Modcl T at all. Take it from me,
you could pour boiling warer inro it, build a fire under it, take
our the plugs and pour raw gas in the cylinders. If it starred,
you were afraid to go anyplace for fear it might not sta
again until spring.

Although he never acknowlcdgcd it, Henry Ford must
have smarted from the criticism heaped on the Model T for
that one rexson. With simple, yet brilliant design, the Model
A was probably thc "startinest damn car" ever procluced.
This is not idle rhetoric. Any olcl Model a thir fuould run.
would start at 20 below if it had a dccenr bartery. Any Mo<Iel
A in a good statc of tune would kick off almost instanrly, cvcn
at 40 below. There were many days in winrer rvhen the only
thing moving would be Model A's. All the rural mail carriers
had them. Those that had to negoriate the back and si<le
roads had tracks on the rear drivc and skis in tiont (Snow-
Flyers).

Oddly enough, those early Ponriacs quickly clcveloped a

reputation fbr bcing hard to srart. Ir didn't do my Dad's dis-
position anv good when we had to ger our thc Modcl A to
tow the Pclntiac to get it started, but hc got used to the idea.

The "good old days" to Dad lneanr the days of horscs, ancl
he had at lexst one until rhe day he died. The good old days to
me me'Jn the times of thc Model A, and I'll have a least one
until the da1' I die. Our environmenrs were diffqrent and we
like diffcrcnt things. I gucss I still havcn't setrled the question
of heredity vs. en!'rrorlm:T,; 

* * **

Ileprinted for enjoyment of our members.
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SOCIAL FUNCTlON

DATE:

VENUE:

TIIUE z

COST :

FRIDAY EVENING DECEMBER 2OTH 1985

BISTRO AT THE MERLIN

7:30/8:00 (to be confiflned in December newsletter)

$24.00 PER PERSON for Smorgasbord, Wine, Beer, Squash 6 Coffee.

PLEASE RESERVE ME

FUNCTION.

PLACES AT $24.00 PER PERSON FOR THE ABOVE

MY CHEQUE FOR $ IS ENCLOSED. (Made payable to ILARC (Wil fnc. please)

MEMBER:

SIGNATURE:

RSVP ADDRESS Secretary, M.A.R.C., 9 Kilrenny Cres. , Greenwood, 6024


