
THE MODEL A

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF

REST0RERS CLUB (UESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH) INC. r)
Next Meeting : SATURDAY 12th May, 1984

Starting at Centreways Car Park
Midland al 7-.45 p.n. aod taking
a short :nn around. the a!sa,
en,l.i-rg up at Mussel Pool at
approximately J.00 p.o. for
afterzroon tea and meeting.

Unfortunately a change had. to be nad.e to the neeting d.ate, d.ue to the fact
that lt is also the d.ate of the V.C.C.YI.A.rg Auturan Ra11y and soveral of our
roenbers wished. to attenil.. (5tfr [by). The following Sund.Lv (f:tir) is Motherrs
Day, which may clash w'ith fardly committments.

coivcotrRs DTELSGANCE 1984 - ASCOT RACECOUR.SE

T{e had. six of our rArs on di.splay for this event, unfortunately '/re rrere nixeci
in rith the Veteran Car Cl,:brs &isplayr so we werentt able to give the C1r:b
nuch publlclty by our presence. fhe newly restored. cars of the familyrs Cooke,
Spencer, Letch and. Bennie were on d.isplay along with Eric Richard.rs Tud.or and.
Eay }lahonyrs Phaeton. YIe congratulate Bill Bennj-e on gaining second. place in
the 1925-1935 cate8oryr and thani< Kelvin Pepper and. Ray Mahony for their contri-
bution in the jud.ging of aLl the velricles. A group of our members attend.ed. a
social evening on the Jrd April to see Bill reeeive lr-i.s trophy at the Rose and.
Crovm in Gui1d.ford..

COI'JGRATULATTONS

are d.ue to John and. Filornena Luca who successfully increased. the size of our
Little Club with the safe arrival on the 8th April of Benjarnin John, Iittle
brother to Mi.chael,

and. also to Stan Guignard., our visitor of l-ate last year fron Canada, who saw
fit to teke a 1itt1e of the best of the West with hi.m on his travels frou now
on by way of a new wife, Hazel. They were married. on the Znd. April and merobers
congratulations and best wishes were fornard.ed. to them both by way of telegram.

SYMPAT:IY

ts extend.ed. to Iony Parin and. all his fa*{ly on the d.eath of his d.eughter Sand.ra
recently.

RET{IITSCts.ICES OF A DAY TRYING TO FIND A CAMEL F.qRM: Bill Bennie

lYhat a fantastic day our last nrn turned. out to be in the end.. Begianing with
a fair turnout of Model Afs and an equal number of mod.ern cars, about 10 faurily
Sroups left Morley and d^rove to Mund.ari.ng picking up furlher uembers and then on
to C1ackllne in an effort to locate the 31ue Fum Camel Farm. Several enquiries
from 1oca1s to13. us - you canrt miss it - its on the Spencers Srook Road. - weJ-l
as Julie Bennie said., it rnust have been well CAITELFLAGED as we all went past at
a great rate and. finally ond.ed. up in the front bar of the spencers
Brook Hote1. The 1oca1s all beard.ed. and quiotly sipplng
sin ging synrp sald rrfts there alright mate - about
J nile bac.kl" So sfter givlng the hotel 1ad.y the
best Sund.ayrs trade she had. hact ln years, we alJ"
embaz{<ed. on &n about facs trek to find. yond.er
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and. then returr'led. Eeeting us hai:-','n? nnd saiC he had forrnd'ivhere they iJ-,,'eC, but
there was no one hone and. only one E(lLj-til.ry ca.ulel iriiing beirind. a trea. l{ot rvish-
lng to put that c&oe1 to any exct:3s '*ith some 20 adults and. untold. child.ren want-
ing to rld.e, a huried. roao.sioe neeiing d.ecid.ed. that the last oasis ras the best
spot for d,usty miles and. so the vehj.cles turued. arouad. and. d.escend.ed. on the good.
olcl Spencers Brook pub.

The one barbj-e was stoked upr tablesand. chaj.rs and. shaqy trees occupied and d.ouble
gees avoid.ed. A quiek r'ueh to tho bar before 1t closed. and. we all settled d.orn to
feed.ing the fanrished. nultitud.e. Later the meeting was he1d. aacl vari.ous socia].
clates were d.scid.ed. (these w:i1l be announced. later).

Tony Parin and. BilL Baneie wilL prcvid.e a trophy each fcr rnembers to compete for,
and. an attend.ance trop}gr wilJ. be organised.. TIe vroula also llke to see as nany
rArs out at runs as possibls and to this end. a ra13-y w111 heJ.d. at which the alo
will be to get IOO/" attend.ance of rAts, pJ-us aa rrurny A owners not yet in the C1ub.
Thi-s run eould. take the fo:rr of a d.rive say from Perth to Fremantle with a finish
possibly back at McCal-lun Park and. a d.isplay of our cars never before seen in
Pertir. Many of us knOw someone who owas an A but is not in the C1ub, so rack
your brains and. phone Toni Mahony and. gi.ve her some phone numbers or ad.d.resses.

fwo nights out are pI,anned. between nolv and. Christrnasl more detai.Is later.

Interesti.ng to see five tArs on the nrn to the camel farra. BiIL and. Mavis Spencer
in their Sports 0oupe and Bill and. Dorothy Benn:ie in their Phaeton were on their
first CIub run with nervly restored. cars. Both were end.eavourlng to shake out any
problems before going to the 8th National XaILy at Kiama in a few weeks tioe.
Mile and Laurel Cooke had. their Tudor out, and. hopefully they w:iLL be going to
Kiarna too if pressure of work a11cnvs. The Tud.or seerrs to be mnning perfectly.
Boss and .LLoa Letch had. iheir Phaeton out for its second. run anii Ross has perfected
a method. of catching tbe othennise Lost oil from the rear main bearing. The on1y
problem is he hasnrt hooked. up a purnp to punp it back to tbe suxrp. Ross - all
mod.e1 Ars leak at the rear maj.n - if they d.ontt then youtve assembled. it wrong.
Before the nechanics in the Club throw up their hand.s in d.espair, there are ways
to mininise the loss and. we would. be delighted. to publish your id.eas.
Lauri.e and. Bonnie Stevens recently so1d. their lud.or to Reg and. Coral Blewett (oo
relation to that Med.icare bloke) and they came along in the fudor to meet the Club
and., we hoperto join ua on a pennanent basis. Re6 and. Cora1 you are nore than
welcome and. we hope you both enjoyed. yourselves on the :rrn and. look fo::l,rard. to
many nore with us.

So what w'ith new cars and new faces the CLub is going from success to success and
growi-ng,

Tony and Rita Parin finally found. us and. arrived. just in ti.roe for the neeting in
their A pick up (we d^onrt call then utes anSnnorell). Ihey info:med. us that the
camels and their otmers were d.own at the Mund.aring Show, so that solved. that
mysterXr. Soroecno siad- they were over at the came]- humpers getting their ca,nels
re-humped. - what next?ll

John and. Filomena Lucars fudor is currently in at Crawford.s having its Lnterior
d.ecorated and should. possibly be on the road. for out next meeting.

And. whilst on the subject of Tud.ors, Steve Read. says it wouJ.d.ntt take a lot of
effor* to get his finished. and on the go.

d\rrrDarlA ovY 4lp4o

^ 
."""* report in the Arnericaa rrMod.e3. A News'r said. that response to supply of

photos f or a feature on the 1928 rnod.els, that is from the early AR upwarrls w €rs
iury poor. On].y 15 photos were sent in'as opposed to some JOO"-/+OO f'or an article
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on 19JO cars. ?hey then compared the statistics on i928 cars err:i:i'e,j. i-n liational
Ra11ys over a nurrber of years and found. the same trend. applied. ?hey have formed.
the oplnion that the old.er cars have not sur"rived. as well as the ]ater mod.els and.
in fact are noir consid.ered. scarce enough to beeome more of a, collectors car tharr
was previously thought. From records avail-able here in Australia the exact
opoosite seems to be the case. No d.oubt there are tnany theories why this should.
be. One is that vrith the impend.ing clouds of depression corning, nany 1928 A owners
decid.ed. here in Australia to rea11y look after their cars anal thus help the
suzvival rate, whereas the attitud.e in the U.S. (tong a consumer t;pe market) rry
have been tc run the cars into the ground. in the hope the clepression would resolve
itself and Life woul-d. conti.nue as norual. In fact, horv a car su:rrives for 56
years always aeems antazJ-r,g to ne. If any member wou!.d. car to put pen to paper and.
tell the story as they know it about their car or cars, we rc'ilJ- be nore than happy
to publish it. lo start the,baLl rolling, f offer the fo1lowlng about ny newly
restored. 1928 A.R. Phaeton.

Dolng what nost vintage enthusiasts d.o on the weekend., I was searching the isunday
?imesrf Readerrs Mart rT'intagerrcolumn and. spotted an ad. for a Mod.e1 A Ford. tcompleter
Phoned. the owner - t'yes, coue and. see itl't Turned. out to be a chap f had. helpeil
and ad.vised. some yeers earlier so good. raport straight away. He wanted. to see so
he could. put the roof on the new ad.dition to tr-is house. Ihe ns,v roof was to cost
$ZTOOO so that was the price of the car, The car was dlsassenbled. and. l-ocated. in
J garages some few miles aparb. fhe inspection too& a while, in the end. I had
mad.e a mental stooktake of what was there and wag sure it was complete, Qtaick
consultation with Dorothy then a haLf heazted. atteupt at a haggle on priee, and. f
wrote him a cheque for $2,OOO.

Finally it was all hone in the garage. I:ospecti.on proved. me right, absolutely
complete except the horn (as usual). ALmost no nrst in the car and no reaL 

"tgnsof wear ln gears, bearings or anJrilhere else; I was amazed..

f then asked. some questions around. the Cl.ub to locate the origina.L and. any sub-
sequent o'ffners. Ihe original orrner was a Mr. Jaroes Turnoek of Northarn. His son
was visited. and supplied. several photos of Mr. Turrrock, the car in the eerly
19J0ts and also in Lt60 plus an article that was printed. in the t'Sund.ay !i-mes'l
in 1955. His son told. of his fatherts love for the car and the meticul-ous way
he had. looked. after it incLud.ing having record.ed. every rnil-e and. ga11on of petrol
(anc1 cost) for the period. fron late ]rgil to early in]lr96Z when }tr. ?ur.n.ock d.ied.

ln l-962 it was sold. to a local garage swner in Northam for €60,0.0. He did. a top
overhaul and mad.e a few read.justnents but nothing serious, fhi.s nan i.s stiLl
alive and. remecrbers the car weLL and. regre ts ever having so1d. lt.
From 1964 to 1966 it had two ot[er ovrners who d.id" not apparently use i.t much. ft
was then purclrased. and. used. for-on1;r a few months by Mr. Tony Stafford, wel1
knovrn in the vintage car scene (and. who recently passed away). About this tine
it suffered. lts on.Iy record.ed d.amage which was a collisi.on with the back of a
truck in which the right front mud.guard. was badly crunpled. belor the head.llght.

IYith the change to a nevr orrler, this tirne a car dealer, the denage \ras repaired
and. the bodv palnted.. Original colour was dark navy 61ue with lale blue'trin and.
a blue pinstripe with a grey peper and salt hood and sid.e curtains (trris detail
lupplied by or:iginal- ownerrs son a:nd. was also und.er paint when restored by me).
Ihe d.ealer painted. the bo{y a d.eep burgund.y shad.e rith no triur or stripe. Frour
the d.ealer to yet another oviner who supplied roe with nuch of the above inforuration.
He kept the car for quite a few years before selling to Milce OrBrien, who solcl
it to ne.

llike stripped the bod.;r from the chassis and had the engine rebuilt by Ross legge
who is well knovrn to vintage car buffs here in Perth. Ross ls an o1d. time crafts-
nan who real1-v knows what he is d.oing and when f heard. he had, revror{<ed the englna
it was good. enough for me, I decid.ed. to buy it.



Ycer Engineering balanc.+;i1 necessary parts and. apologi-sed. ihai-iae i-i.,,,';
puiley was three thous.ln,3;:irs out of round. but said. it should"nrt na+uter. i.s-
assenbLed. and. 1nsta1led in chassts the whole lot sat ln the garage part fiirri;ired
unt1l July 1ast, when Mike Cooke said. w|gr not fi.nish it and. 60 ,o Kiama in
Easter r8l+. Well why notll So feverish activity - d.own the-garage every night,
al1 weekend., days off, public holiilays, with a nfinlshed. by,'d.ead,line of Jan-
ua:xr which becane Februa^qir a^nd, was realized at last ln Marchl

There are hundred.s of sna1I slcie stories I coulcl tell but f lrn sure most rest-
orers have been through it all. There are magic noments when she fires up and.
runs for the flrst tine and. fn:strations I1ke the three reeks d constant
hassle to try and. get the doors to hang r16ht - but ln the end. its aIl worth
the trouble.

lho engine a"nil chassis numbers on this car natch - C.A5897. Ag an early 1928
or as is often refemed. to, an A.l. nod.ol. I was u.nsure nhat colour to iinishit 1n. We alreaftr have a dar{c bJ.ue car in the cJ.ub in Eay Mahonyrs phaeton,
and' in ord.er to preserve some in&ividuality f &1d. aot want to repeat- ry 

"u.rsoriginal colours so after writing east to Canberra f was ad.vis ea th"t- 
"nycolour that reflected. the vi.atage era was acceptabJ.e. Many cars arnlvecl inAustrali.a ia the trphilstt or und.ercoated. cond.ltion and. were peinted. here to thefactory or ovrners cholce. So I d.eciiled. to use a ileep rine reil bo(y rith d.erk

!*e,-dy tri-o ancl a d.ove grey stri.pe. UphoJ.stery is ilark brown artifici,al-leather and. the hood. and sicle curtains are tn sait a.nd. pepper cloth which iggrey.

To those unaware f have another 1928 phaeton but slightly earlier nith engine
nurnber c.A 2oru. Ihis car w.iIL be the next restoration. I th:ink it rvilL be a1itt1e quicker as f ha,ve Learnt hon to d.o it now.

BiLL Benn:le.

\rffiICtn H(AI\IINAII0NS

tl{ou1d. anyon€ who has had. their
this year, Let Ray Mahony know
please.

vehicle examl-ned. by the V.C.C.TI.A. or V.A.A.
the result of such exarj.oation as sooa as possible


