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THE MoDEL A RESToRERS CLUB (WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH) INC. (D

Next l{eet i ng : Sundoy, 0ctober 9, 1985
Place: Centrepoint Carpark,
Time : 11:00 a.m. (11:15 a

Septentber L983.

Midland

.m. departure)

'Last month's run was cancelled at the Centrepoint Carpark because of
rain and wind. The cars would have made it Lecause, after all, they
hry"- already survived over 50 winters - but the occupants ?l - somesuffering with f1u etc. may not have.
Apologies_ to Geoff Davies who went out to the lunch stop to meet usonly to find no-one there.

It was decided to do the same run in October so as not to waste thetime and effort our Events organiser, Toni l.{ahony, has put into
organising this event - SO EVERYONE COME !!! - in'eithei your ancientor modern. we alway-s have a good tirne so if you donrt attend, that'syo-ur 1oss. Don't forget - biing a packed or'barbecue lunch ind someafternoon tea.

Current Actlvitles:

At the moment..of lr.rtl_rg, cookes, spencers and Bennies are goingto Kiana for the 8th National l.lodel- A lr{eet at Easter 19g4.
Anyone who is_thinking of gging should contact the secretaryfor details (Toni Mahony Ftr: llt 7630). Kiama is 60 miles southof Sydney, right on the-coast.
Mike G Laurel Cooke are planning to drive their Tudor all the way
and should go close to tiking tf,e "Longest Distance" prize. Mika
h-rr just renewed nost of the-glass in f,is car and is iepainting
wheels, mudguards, etc.- The Eolour scheme is Blue body, B1ack"
guards, etc and Cream wheels r,vith (incorrect) Tan uphoiitry. It, sreally looking nice and will be another restored ca^r for tire ClubRegister. Thuy pLan on joining friends in South trustral-ia for the long trip.
Bill and lr{avis Spencef 

. af e f reighting their lovely newly restored
Sports Coupe to Port Pirie and Joining up with the Soutir Australiansto drive to Kiama. Bill has the upholstiy and hood to finish anda few notor bugs to iron out beforb it is'mobile. Bill and lrlavis
have chosen light A-rabian Sand body with Tan trim, Fawn upnofitiy
and Black guards, wheels, valences etc.

Probably around Christmas we should see these
three cars out and about as their owners get some
miles up to clear any mechanical gremlins that
nay appear.
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I'To BE oR Nor Io B!l'(apologies to lu. Shak'espeare) or to "RESTSRE oRNor ro RESTORE" - that'i th6 question most of us face.Do we go out and buy an already restored-i* or should we gather upall the makings over many years and finariy get it all iogether.
Much of the oleasure is knowing you are hauling back from theinevitable uiint or eiiin;;i;r-a car that without your personalintervention- would have ceased to 

"*irt] 
" y"r, the cost is oftenhigh, but think.of.the yu"ii-or iut"."-""ioyment. The earry yearsspent in accumulating phrts are often fiuiirating, but on the whole,fun. Restoration is-nbt the easy way out and it"ir-i"riuinly notthemodernideaofa''quickbuck,to6e-*"a";;l--

Many of us, no matter how hard we work, will never be able to getsufficient cash together to.just go oui 
""a 

pr..hase a fu1ly restoredcar. The answg. ir to go withoutl or-buy soire ord teap-at a lowprice that wirl give yol more heaitachu tnr" pleasure.'
The third alternative is the long term project that you can financeoy! of your income. Buy the besf condiiioi.r. or y'crui ihoi."; learnall about it from reseaich,_ then staii-t;;; ground ip i"itoration.Buy. the- parts 3s you need ihem, attend 3*rp Mu"tr, ;[";i and dealwith other club m-embers. As you get rurttrEr involved, rou will enjoyit more. Plan the whole projl,.t 3irg"-uy"rt"ge on paper. Don,tover-reach your f inances ind-zou wili no't onri 

""a ip'ruiir, tn" .r.of your choice, but you should stiii-r"iri" t[,"-;;r;; oi-yollr choiceby the tirne the restoration is finished. -

COf COVefS: Currentrl_lill Bennie is drawing up a partern for a tailormade car cover for a Lgzg phaeton - to be made of washable cotton.Pattern and local costs should be ,".iruure in our next newsletter.
Photo Alb-um: Our club photo album is now in existence with quite a fewphotos of Members and their cars. what would be nice is to havephotos of our Country Members' cars - ,"rtorea or unrestored or in theprocess of ! So what about it - 

-send 
a photo to our Secretary pronto

',9.y" will-put it in the album for poitEiity. Don,t forget to puta bit of information with it.

Current.SubscriptiOns: A few of these are sti1l outstandins - if you
have not already sent y!u-r subs back to the secretary-- 

-fop'o"t-.ilti'
now and do so - along ivitrr tne two-part forms that were ient to you.With such a low subs-ription cost fbr members we cannot continue tosend Newsletters to "uniinancial" ,e*U"ii-after this current one.

Membership- Rosteri Dgr,'r.forg-et - we need all your information tocomplete this Roster in time for sending out with the october News-letter so.please get those important foims back to irre-i".."trrytomorrow ! !

Wonted; For Tudor sedan - four, blade fan; top channel for door
windows . Contact : John Luca, ph : 44'g 4Zg4

OVefSeOS-COffeSpOndents: MARC WA Members Steve g Louise Read and
!."*ity -advise they^a.re.!-qppily settled into 118 sunrise Avenue,chelmsford, Essex cM1 4JW;'pommierand. They have ;;;;-rois ofvintage cars but so far no A Models. Anyone travelling that waygive them a Hello Cal1.

Article^From U,S, Club; The follorving artctrts off short at the last pagc. TherJ wi1
in our October.nervsletter tb firrish it off.of these very useful hints.

icle from the U.S. Cltrbs
1 be a final page pr-rblishcd

llope yoLr can use some

PRES I DENT :

ST,'CREI'ARY:

fnt,a'c ''-)^\:r\

Ma.r A,nnear - Telephone: 442 Z4S0

T'orti Llcthor-y - Telephone: ZZL 2630

' c.r-.,,. i ll,, ',.-'.,'.a. (t,,:. :,,, .:.t Tt.,.
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by Arnold "Bud" Dodge

-Yakima, 
lYasbington

Very often a simple bint or procedure can saue considerable
disappoitttment and frustration. Many of us uorking on
tbe mecbanics of our ,llodel A's baue become experts "after-
tbe-fact." Tbe follou,ing is a personal on-tbe-job compila-
tion of brief and to-tbe-point sugestions. Tbese migbt be
belpful in an endeauor to become a "before-tbe-fact" ex-

Pert.
lYith 5O yars of uritings in tbis area by nunterous authori-
ties, it is not utitbout some trepidation that tbere can be re-
catl of some "old bat" and debatable ideas. An itonest
atteanpt bas been made to auoid a major inuasion in tbis
area.

- 'GINE

. Nlany poorl,v idling engines simply need a new intake-ex-
haust gasket set. Some current composition replacements
split after a shorr period of use. Ir{etal clad gaskets are besr.
Check compression and timing and don't be afraid ro turn
the idle jet down to its seat. Some "A" engines idle best at
or near this setting.

o V'asps and similar insects love to crawl into dark hiding
places espccialll' crankcases of l\lodel A Fords. The entry
point is tl're oil fillcr tube during stomge periods. The oil
screen on thc oil pump can greb these pcsts and they' are
not drained out w'ith the oil. Solder a coppcr screen on bor-
tom of fillcr cap or cover fille r opcning with a single lavcr
of chccsc cloth or similar.

r Whcn rcnroving enginc herd, first flush out an1'entifrccze'
u'ith a couplc of rr':rter chrngcs bcforc looscning hc'.rd

bolts. This s'ill slvc clclnup of a disagrccablc mcss on
parts, cnginc block rnd floor.

o V'hcn rcplacing lront cr'.rnkcrsc oil scrl soek it ovcrnight in

STP (or cqual parts STI' and motor oil). This n'ill hclp to
ar'<lid rn cxccssivc snrokcy' burn-in e'r.rd futurc <lil lcak.

. A l5/32 drill s'ill cf'fcctivc[1'clcer rust rrrd rcsidue fronr tltc
bolt holcs irr c1'lintlcr lrced. This evoids nrcssirrg r.rp g:rskct

surf:tccs rvith sltrl'f lnd lll<ls's c:rsicr instllletiort.

o Ford put out a "high compression" head as a standard parts
item. Part # A-6050-8 with a compression ratio of around
5.5, about the same as the I\{odel B. Fit all }Iodel A's.

. A .125" overbore increases the displacement of a Model A
about 13 cubic inches or about 6.)yo over srandard. This
increases compression ratio about 5 % with standard head.

o Some Nlodel A owners obtain a bit more power from their
engines by installing a lvlodel B cemshaft. This requires the
Model B pushrods which are a fraction longer or adjust-

ables. This seems to cause no side effects and will permit
soqle improved "top-end" performance.

r The cylinder head makes an excellent guide for drilling the
primary hole for Heli-Coil insert installation to repair
stripped block threads.

r The remov al of .065" from the surface of an original Model
A cylinder head was a simple \!'av to pick up a few "horses"
for the high school crowd of the 30s. As long as at least

.035" remained of the original recess in the cylinder head
no identifiable problems came up since the head gasket

added another .065" of clearance. Some rebuilds permit
piston tops to rise a bit rbove the block and should be con-
sidered in any "shaving off."

. Headbolts end nuts with thrcads chased and oiled svill pro-
vide an adequate gesket seal n'hen finall1'torqucd to 50-55
foot pounds on a \\'xrm cngine . Strong arm tightcning cen
cause gasket leakage by warping block. Anv hcedbolts thet
are stretched (l\ley \lrested) must bc repleced.

o Casrellated nurs do nor als'a1's linc up l'irh thc cottcr pin
hole in thc bolt. Su'itch rbout the nuts if rsorking on r<>d

bcarings or tr1' rnothcr. r\ gcntlc facing on tlrc flet sidc of a
grinding s'hccl oftcn rr'orks. Do rrot looscn or g<t grossll'
ovcr thc torquc rangc to rlign.

r whcn inspccting a sct of rcbebbitcd rods, ncvcr s\\'xp or
rcvcrsc thc vrriotrs caps. 1'hc blbbit on s()nrc rcnlrkcs is
n()t ccntcrcd nrlr arc thcl' suflficicntl1' stendurclizcd lronr
rod to r<ld to pcnrrit this.

. Wlrcn instulling crlnksh:tft do t'tot s\\'1lp ()r rcvcrsc #l end
#2 m:rirr lrcering ceps.
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' l ltqirrr:., r., i ; Irq,rlrl irr Ilt(' nlnqc oi' I rl{l-. I li,, inltv n()t :rc_
i'Jirl .\r I t, , ;')l.li:i ntL-r'it llC.i(l g:rsketr. \\ ircr,, Iitc 1-ri:torr:
l:.tr.c .tlLr.i: r -l:,'irirlt-rr. tltc rr1-1s11-<;i.g ir1rsj1i1rr1 ,,r,iil 1tl:rcc tlrc
i.i'trrtt irt,!irIL-!, i)nt:tCt 1yitlt tltc g:rrkr-t rcrrrlting irt en clrr-
::r 1'. 11p11 r-\r i\l[]\ r.. kitor.k Sirtcc pi:tr;ris rr i(lt ltcyclcd cclgcs
rr ord tlri: J)roirlcnt, cut x .i 5 rlcgrcc ltcr.cl on top cdqcs t; x
\\ idrh ()l :l[)()ur .l 

-1 t,,.Tlris knock lrls confuscd sonrc of thc
bcst.

o Bcfrlrc insr:llli.g cl.lindcr hcad clrcck cxclr c'lindcr for
snrell purts. This can avoid sontc unusu:rt .rp..i"n."s.

o Sonrc rcplaccrtrcnI front cnginc puilc1.s arc oFf-ccnter both
er thc p:rcking scal surface anO tlCtt groo'e. A pcrr:.rarrcrrt oil
lcrk and fanbelt svhip rcsults. A truing cut on a lathe up to
.010-.015 (dienrcter rcducrion-ne\\. pullcl.) and a iea-
sonlble !uI o-n pullcl' groovc may' salvagc thc pulle1.. It is
bcst ro idcnrifv rhe problcm prior io originel insielletion by
chucking the unit in mctal lathe to *ca1u.e rhe run-out.

. Ncrv rcer motor ntount rubbcr cushions cxn ceuse a frus-
traring tight squeeze rlhen installing an engine. Two 6,, C
clemps will usualll.draw the motoiinto pl-ace. Locare the
clamps bcrsveen the fly'sr.heel housing tugind frame motor
mounts.

o \\atch threads on replacemcnr exhaust pipe clamp boks.
Some threads run our before clamp halves are in tightened
position.

e S.ome adiustable pushrods (tappcts) can be adjusted only. in
the up (toe of cam) position. Some extra trial and error is
required but results are sarisfacrory.

. General Rule: \-our engine svill alu,ay's keep its poise with a
little valve noise oq "It's better to hear 'em than repair
'em." Never less than.01O" on intake and.0l!,, on ex-
haust. Err on the higher side; never adjust closer than specs
to remove noise.

NOISES
. A strange idle knock can come from a crankshaft pulley

that igslighrlv short. The ratchet nut can not be drawn up
enough to tighten the pullel' on the cranlishaft. A rhi;
q'astrtr under the ratchet nur (or a new pulley) will repair
this and stop the oil leak at rhe same rime. A loose p,,,itey
can usually be easily found by rocking the (an blade.

o To remove a fan blade from the water pump shaft, remove
blade retaining nut, screw on a headbok nut about half its
deprh, follon' rhis n'ith a headbolt stud, tighten, rap bolt
sharply q'ith a hammer q'hile holding fan blade. The fan
blade will loosen and pump shaft q'ill nor be damaged.

. Intermirrent noises in fl1'svheel region can originate from
starter Bcndlx drive sr.orking irs *'af into the fli'wheel ring
gcar n'hile car is being drir.en. a small spring loaded retain-
ing lug located ar rhe edge of the Bendix gear is usuallv at
fault. If stuck. Iight oil s,ill free it up, if broken or worn our
it q'ill no longer hold the iCle gear in "home" posirion.

. Constent or internrittcnt valt'e noisc afte r installation of ad-
jusrablc pushrods is nol uncommon. Thc liftcr surfaces xre
not alu'a1,s square n.ith the valve base and the oil cushion is
lost. \\'hile this is ennof ing therc is no harm if t,alve adjust-
mcnt is u,irhin spccs. With n'crr-in rhc noise ofrcn quiets
d<ts'n.

o An uncxpl:rincd in(crnrirrcnt noisc in front of cnginc can bc
causcd lt1' omission of thc tcnsion plungcr on tl.lc cncl of the
cenrslra[r. Thc sidc cep of thc tinrirtg gcxr co\.cr can bc carc-
fully rcnrclr.cd t<t chcck.

r \1ii1l)' rliscrlrtccrtil'tq s0rtrrrls t iirl r rri(jp;11c fr<ltI fr(;ll( n)()t()r

'.( 
).nti,g lnd sirlc spl:rsh p:r., r,rrririrrg in tlrc cltrrclr cen

.tllil!':li:itc tlrcsc srlr.rnds cs1;cci.:i1., .,t.hcn r110tor is rt.:rrrn.
\l'ith:r [tit of plticrrcc tlrcse r]ui\.irti c rroisrs c:rrr ltc clirrrirxr-
tcd.

r Onc sourcc t-rf lrlrd-to-locrtc cnginc noisc can bc tlrc lan.
Evcn slightlv loosc fan front rollcr l-rcaring,s cilrr sc( up f,
nast)'rcsonancc or clattcr at ccrtairr cnginc spccds cltrc to a
snrlll dcgrcc of bl:rdc inrhahncc, a rvlrippingfen llclt <lr an
out-of-rourrd pullcl'. Thc souncl rcscmbles loosc n'rist pins
or piston slrp and usualll. occurs in thc highcr spcc<.t renges
and can bc dctcctcd b1. tcmporary rcmoval of fan bik.
Whilc thc noise, oncc idcnrificd, is of minor conscqucnce,
ir may mcen rhar the fan svill sclf dcsr.ruct in time. Rcplace-
mcnt perts ma1'bc the onll' ans\\'er. In any' case, frcqucntlv
inspcct fan bledes for cracks and loose rivcts if of rl.ler rvpe.

o Some fiber replacemcnt canrshafr tinring gexrs are off-cen-
ter. This can creete sonte unusuel idle knock frcquencies. A
faulty gear can be readilr noted during cngine aiscmbll. by.
obsen'ation n'hile turning engine over. Replacentenr ,r,ith i
quality'gear is best. A rat tail file can bc used to adjust and
center the gear mounting holes. It is essential to drarr, up
the large mounring ltur ver)' securely.

WATER PUMP
o New or rebuilt water pumps take a n,hile to settle do$.n

and stop leaking. The le'r-erage afforded b1, a targe screw-
driver on rhe gland nut can break off rightening lugs espe-
cially if you run out of threads- Back off ancl add a packing
ring or two. Tighten slon'lv over severs.l hours of opera_
tion. This can be done verl' €ffectively while motor is
idling if due respect is given fan blade and tighrening is not
overdone. Leaking s'ill stop.
.WATER 

OUTLET
r Save your nerves and the flanges on the upper water outlet.

File head (usualll' not needed) and outler mating surfaces
square. Use a thin la1'er of non-setting permarex. No gaske t.
You can now tighren all headbolts without wincing. Re-
placement outlet gaskers often squeeze our on the ends and
can evenrually cause a break in outlet casting as head is
drawn up.

O\'ERHEATING
. Ivlan)' Nlodel A's have be'en accused of overheating iusr be-

cause a leakl' radiaror cap gasket permitted wind: ld
spotting from expanding coolant from a normel opcraiing
engine.

o Air bubbles shosving at rhe radiator filler neck ma1, nor be .:

leaky head gasket, bur air pullc<1 in through rhe sr.arer pumi
greese fitring or pxsr pump packing. Alrvavs use a cappc
type grexse firting ar pump bese firted sr.ith a gasket un<Jer
scrcw cap. Propcrll'packed and mainrained pumps should
not leak air.

COOLING SYSTENl
. A lcrk)' gasket on thc \\.arer inlcr on sidc of cnginc is jusr in

thc right plrcc ro rricklc coolenr on rhc dipstick arrd into
crankcasc. This crn cxusc :ln unfoundcd \\'orr)..

. No use rrving ro fill t,our radieror ro lhc top xs it u.ill jusr
bubblc out thc ovcrflrtu' tubc to scck ln oltcr:rring lcr e l.
D<ln't bc o'cr c.r'rfidcnt, though, ldd . l>ir <lf c,.lui r ,.,.,r'
and thcn to llssurc e sr[c lc'cl. A rtr[>bcr rubc (a1c115i,. or.r

1'<>ur o'crtlou' tul'lc ()r.ltlc( s.ill lte lp kcclt *.:rtcr nrurks o[f of
thc fircu'all.



, Thc slight fltrid oozing of r hc:rd g:rskct is not tttrconlrttctt
cvcn on trucd bl<lcks end hcrds. Replacentcrrt cclppcr hclc.l

geskcts hevc a nrininrunr of crimping lnd cen allorv cepil-
lary ection to pull fluid out thc sidcs. One -querter to a half a
can of radiutrlr scehnt usuf,llv u'ill stop this unsightly' con-
diritrn if thc problcm pcrsists. Do not excced norn.ral hcad-

bolt torqtrc (50-55 foot pounds). It ma1'nreke the condition
\\'o r5€.

DRIVE LINE
o \\'hcn 1'ou jack up onc rear svheel for dry run testing in

gexr, rcnrcmbcr that the raised svheel is turning twice as fast

as indicetcd on specdomcter. At 60 mph you are placing

undue and unnecesser)' stress on drive parts. Jack up both
*'hccls and keep specd moderate.

. The large speedometer gear located on the driveshaft, if
installcd in reverse position, will preclude an,Y attempt to
slide on the universal joint while installing motor-transmis-

sion assembly.

S- 5DO}lETER
. Ifydu hold a constant speed between mile posts, measure

the e lapsed time in seconds and divide into 3600. This will
show your actual milespcr hour for speedometer calibra-
tion. This can be very accurate if done several times espe-

cially with a stop watch.

CLUTCH
o Never install a clutch plate that does not feature a spring

loaded hub. The clutch chaiter can irritate the most calm
pe rsonality. If ceught without a clutch plate alignment tool
ir is possible to install transmission *'hile pressure plate

bolts are loose. Once transmission is in place gradually

tighten pressure plate bolts through inspection hole in bell
housing.

FLY\&'HEEL

o The heerry fly'v'heel will slide on and off easily if a headbolt

stud is used as a guide by screwing it into crankshaft flange.

e Before having excess *'eight cut from standard flywheel,
check with someone s'ho has had it done. There may be

s e instant acceleration advantage but slow speed power
pulses may show up as sr'ell as poor idling. Could be worth
a check out.

STEERING
r \\'hen rcplacing steering sector or \!'orm, both units should

be rephced if good ediustment is to be afforded.
. Thc steering column must line up n'ith dashboard or tanli

bracket to avoid hard stecring. If neccssarr', enlarge frame
mounting holes slightll' end edd shims bcts'een gear box
and frame to clean up side to side misalignment, if any.

Wirh a Nlodel A you need all of thc stecring ease you cxn
errange.

. About l0% STP added to stecring gelr oil is said to im-

Prove stccring eese.

DIFFERENTIAL
. \\'l.rcn inspccting thc gcers of a diffcrcntill thlt has bccn in

usc, look vcrl'cercfulll'et gcer tooth bescs for heirlinc fe-

tiguc crlcks. Thcsc xrc not unc()n'lttton and can ceusc gricf
if cer is drivcn herd. If in d<>r.rltt, h:tvc it NIlgnefluxcd.

e On ncrv r>r rcl'ltrilt rcLrends tl'tc ttsc of I{0 gc:rr ttil is O.K. If
ncs' scLls hlvc not bccn instlllcd, *':rtch fttr lcrks. Do not
mix 60t) end l.i0 gcer oils.

. A 711. ton hydraulic jack inserted in a disassembled rear end

banjo can effectively push out the double cone bearing

race. Place banjo in upright position with bearing surface

dosvn, use old bearings (or other spacer) for an alignment
adapter and base of jack as pusher. Top of jack should be

cushioned svith a svood block. A steady ees.v action on the
jack handle will do the trick.

o The cotter pin rvhich retrins the nut holding pinion on
drive shaft can bind against the ring gcar cerrier. Dress the

cotter pin on sides oI nut rather than the usual over the end

posirion. This binding, n'hcre it occurs, makes adiust-

ments ver,v difficult.
. Difficult to locate rear end noises can be due to a "r*'arped"

ring geer cerrier. Broken geer teeth riding through a ring
gcar and pinion cen "hairline " frlcture the benjo rs svell es

distort the cerricr. Sprung ring geer carricrs cen bc rcedill'
identified if mounted in a lathe on bcaring surface and

spun. Ring gcer cxn bc mounted on carricr for the most
revealing test. Rcplaccmcnt of faultl' unit is bcst course of
action.

BRAKES
o \\'hcn insr:rlling rc:rr brlkc b:rcking plltcs, notc carcfulll'

that thcl'arc not icvcrscd fronr lcft to right. The err<lr cen

bc agoniz-ingl1' rcaliz-cd t'hcn the backing platc brrkc rod
clcvis lcvcrs do nor dircctll' rlign w'ith brekc rod ey'cs.

ELECl'RICAL
. A nr)'stcrit>us rnd clttsivc clcctrical slttlrt cetr bc l<lcetcd if

y'otr huvc just inst:rtlcd e bllck juncti<ln l>tlx on fircrvell. Thc



Iarrtl scrcr's ()n s()r,c rcpllccr,cnts c\lclr(l [:rr cii,trgir tir
tltt'rc:rr oIt[rc t'los io n]tkc c()nt:rct \\,itlt tlrc rrrc[:rl ilic*.:rl1
:tsLrlting irr e dc:rcl rhort.

- 
"irrs( 

rcpi:tccntcrrt ltlttcrt,clrt'rlcs u ill rcqrrirc sorrrc sizc td-
jus[ilrcrlt. Tlrc posirir.c gr<trrnd s\,stcnl is in c()ntlict rVirlr
pole siz-c end clltlc e l:rrrrp sizc of nrodcrn c:rblcs.

. Kccp thc gcncrator ch:rrging rxre at Z or 3 lntpcrcs u.hilc
on cxtcndcd trips cspccielly' on \\'arm da1.s. The antmcrcr
should iust rcg,istcr xr road spccds. Burning up tn xrmature
or boiling e bertcrl, dri' is conrplctcly ar'<lidrhle. Drl.light
locll driving scldom nccds morc rhxn l0lmpcres ro hol-d a
go<ld bartel'. 5 to 8 is bcttcr.

. Ncvcr allos, e batterl. cable to run loose. The gencrator cen
climb righr up to high voltages and burn out any bulbs
svhich may' be on and can scriousll' damege thc ignition
system.

. Since thc batrery is our of sighr it is best ro use anri-corro-
sion pads under rhc batterl' connecrions. Split the pa<is if
too thick. They really work.

. A double endcd (hole on each end) ground srrap about l2
inches long installed from be ll housing to right frame mem-
bcr sl'ill somerimes put new life in the srxrter moror. il{ost
frames havc a hole already punched in the area.

r }lost new wiring looms have sweclged-on or solderless
conncclors. A moment spent soldcring these connections
can spare you some my'sterious electrical problems. Do this
before insrallation if possible.

. Some replacement steering column light switches are just
no good. Some crimping and beefing up with epoxy may
help but failure of headlights is imminenr with these poor
reproductions. A cleaned up original or a quality replace-
menr is a musr if original switching system is to be retained.

o It is rare rhar there isn't a spot or two of drips under a
Model A. The old rule "If it ain't drippin' somerhing needs
fillin"' should apply to your per "A." Doesn't take much
time to be sure. Always note if water has raised your oil
leiel in crankcase.

r As often repeated in N{odel A articles, "save all old parts"
until )'ou are absolutely sure that they are not berter than
replacemenrs or at least a source of comparison mcxsure-
ments. j

o Remember that the r\\,o most important gadgets on a N1odel
A are a motor temperature measuring device and an oil
pressure gauge. Neither of these E,ere on the original.

. Prepare for the heanbreak n'hen the old }Iodel A junlier
do*'n the streer outruns ),our new rebuild and spravs oil
particles on )'our n'indshield. There n'ill come a day.

' Sonrc rcplaccmcnr breaker poinrs not only quickll, oxidize
and dcvelop a high rcsisrance but the rubbing block wears
so rapidly' thar the point gap is reduced ro near zero. Ge-
niune Ford points are available on order from your Ford
dcaler ")lotorcrafr }lodel A Points DP-104."

r A frcqucnt cause of inrern.rittent disrributor failure is rhe
rvire bcloq' rhe movcable breaker plate . This sr.ire should
bc of a highll' flcxiblc multisrrand consrrucrion'and be in-
stallcd to pcrntir frce travcl for brcakcr plare adr.ance and
rcterd m()\'cments. Sonre rcplacenrcnrs heve stiff wire

' *'hich shorrs s'hcn insularion rubs off on distributor b<td1.

or internel strrnds brcak lou'cring currcnt carrliing capec-
itv or conrpletc off end on opcrf,tion.

r Sonrc oldcr "univcrsal" rcpllccntcnt coils tvcre merked
"llat" end f)ist." trt<tst s,crc for ncg,tivc grotrnd q,srcms. If

ii:.i.irit-ii .is rrr.rrkcr'.I . tire rc c.rrt bc up i() .r(),1(, '(,\\ ()l'\t).ir h.

.i:i. i.,{, tt !riqlrcr .,i)cctl: lir'rr.r..i. tirc coil rr' \'()ri ir.ir..
irr'r,lii ii'r ri'ortir e tri'. Coils nt:rrkcd Positivc lnd nt.,;-rtii c
\irorrril r-.,-'rrrrt:tiicd ,,r'hcrc thc positrlc (rcd s.irc) qocs ro tltc
iii.i,;i i;i.ir !t.i. lirc igrritl()n \\\'ltLit.trt,l tltc 6cg:rti\c ir i.11-
rrcii..:,-i iu tlrc brtrcr)' (bt:rcf * irc) r,ie thc emnrctcr.

. Norc iir of plesric disrributor bodl'on distributor. Sonrc rc-
placcnrcnts fit, so poorly thxr the roror rubs on rhc lugs
lcading to rhc plugs. An unusuel noise is usuxll), evidcnt
and somc side to sidc movcmcnt of plastic body may' bc
noticcd. Do not errempt to sxlvxge.

. A l/t " pipe threrd tap screwed pert wey into distributor
slceve beerings permits easl.drir.ing our of bcaring.

r The condcnser is an imporrent unit runnir-rg in a vcry hot
cnvironment. Carry a spare. A good one^will check our at
about .25 microfarads and should take a 400 volt leakage
test. If caught in an emcrgcncy, removc it and insrall a mod-
ern pigtail type betsveen red coil wire and ground (fire-
wall). It should ger you home.

o The steering whcel spark lever should permit a full span of
the gap on side of distributor body with no play in linkege.
On two-toothed sreering s).srems, the column shell clamp
can be loosencd and rotated a bit to allow proper xction For
full retard and advance of spark. Adjustment crn be --rde
by a small bend of spark control lever on lower sri rng
column if needed in addition to shell movemenr.

o Replacement distributor cams should be checked our b!
measuring any change in point gep on the various lobes
The old one may give berter performance if the new one is

off more than 2 or 3 thousandths.
. Increeses in dwell angle, up to a practical cut-off (point-

arcing), is supposed to increase spark intensitt' and, hcnce,
better top speed performance. The dwell is incrcased by
dual breaker points, distributor cam design, closer point
spacing and the equivalent in modern electronics. Trv the
.018" setting on points once rhey are worn-in. A "8" dis-
tributor cam (ocean *'ave profile) offers a bir more dsr.ell ii
you like to experiment.

r Use that spark lever to improve driving pleasure. Fuil rr.
tard on idle, partial rerard while on warm-up and hear
pull such as hills and smooth going in parades and full at
vance s'hile tooling dosvn the highw.ay. Experiment s,".it:

settings and enjoy fulI performa,,ie ' '

r When replacing intermediate distributor shafts a b: 'nl
ing will essure an effectiv'e fir. Save rhe old shaft for mca_s

uremenrs. This applies to rebuilr disrributors and oi
pumps. The lugs and slors musr pcrmit easr' firs and ello*
the shafrs to homc-in-

OIL PU}IP
o Starting in cold or freezing n'carhcr can bring on man\

strenge noises f,s rhe oil pump gasps rhrough thick oil
shrunken pistons rrp and drv bcarings clatter. Car-irarior
around rhe oil pump (air pocket) cen se r up an evil ratrlc fo
a ferv nroments *'hile rhe pump w.obblcs and pulscs Chc,
oil before srarring in freezing sr.eather. The oil pump di.
lug c:rn bc shcared oif if rhe pump is sitting in e fe rv inc
of rvater lcaked into thc cr.lnkcase. Allou, slorv tvarnr-,

r Al*'a)'s rcplace coil spring on borronr of oil pLrnrp if *
or ctchcd. A brokcn spring can ellotl' thc purrrp to dr
enough to discng:rgc thc drir.c lug and crcarc e dis;rstcr.

r Vcr), fcw, oil pumps nced rcbuilrling bur'rlre proccdurc o
fcrs c<tntflort ro a rcbuilcl. Bc surc rchuilt flits fullv an
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