
THE OFFICIAL NEI^ISLETTER OF

THE MoDEL A RESToRERS CLUB (WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH) INC.

JULY L9B3
Next lvleeting: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

DATE: SUNDAY, JULY 37, 1985.

PLACE:

TIME:

^1 
1 members pgssible are asked to make an extra special effort to

_ Eend the Annual General Meeting.

After the business is completed there will be afternoon tea and a
very interesting 25 minute documented slide show sent by a member
of an 0hio, U. S.A. Club.

Ladies - could you once again bring along a'small' plate of
goodies for afternoon tea. Tea/Coffee will be supplied.

fr it ?t * ** * * r(* * * rt * rt * *rt

Hills Run:

This was a very enjoyable drive around the foothills, up into the
ranges and around the Kalamunda/Lesmurdie suburbs; ending up at
Fa1ls Road parking area. Our Events Organiser always htq a
surprise or two for us (just. to keep us alert) but Toni - driving
in a run without a Route Sheet is something else ! ! This was
caused because of the large number of nembers who turned up -
and that is what we want to see . . . . everyone getting out and about
on our Model A hobby

Accounts:
The Club funds at 30th June, 1985 stand at $Sff.OZ.
An audited report will be submitted to the Annual General Meeting
in July, and published in the August newsletter,

New l4embe fS:
John q Filomena Luca, 58 Crossandra Way, Greenwood, who have a

L928 Tudor Sedan under restoration. Quite a nunber of parts are
sti11 required and John is sending off an order to Snyders.

Terry 6 Lyn Snelgar, 18 Kestal Place, Kewdale, who have a 1929
Dhoafnn - oc rzaf trn?acfnrozir llev Lvir ) v t urrr vJ uv^ vs.

VETEMN SECTI0N CLUB ROOMS, Hickey St,
Ardross (Wireless Hill Park)

1:30 P.M.

new rnembers and urge you to come along to
your moderns (as a nunber of others do)
s on the road.

We welcome the above
the meetings/runs in
until you get your A'

Bits ond Piec€s:
Parts:
RON WOOD, I{ODEL A SPARES,

tz 69 MTTCHELL STREET, SHEPPARTON, VrC. 3634



Priceless I nformotiot't :

At our last run from Belnont Forum, one of our members
expressed concern that his A l'{odel may shrink if it was
caught in the rain. Our knowtredgeable Vehicle Examiner,
Ray Mahony, confirmed that this was in fact correct
pointing out that Tudors were originally Fordors that HAD

been caught in the rain ! ?*x+? ! Thank you Ray for that
piece of priceless/useless information !

Club Photogroph Album:

A Club Photo Alburn has been started and quite a number of
photos have been collected and placed in it by Bi-l1 Bennie.
Starcken's kindly submitted some snaps of the meeting held
at their home.
As we would like to compile a record of all club vehicles
r^re ask members if they would kindly submit a photograph of
their vehicle and if possible, with themselves in the photo
as we1l. Maybe you could organise it so that you can send
it along with your Annual Subs. . . . and talking of Annual Subs:

Annuol Subscriptions:
Yes, once again the Club year is rolling to an end on 31st
July 1983 and therefore Annual Subscriptions are once again
due. The normal two part SUBS/VEHICLE UPDATE REGISTER SHEET

will be mailed with your August newsletter and we ask that
all members fill it out and send it back promptly to the
Secretary/Treasurer so there will be no need for any reminder
notes.

Suggestions for CIub:
Now is the time for all the members - COUNTRY as well as

CITY - to 1et the incoming Management people know of any
dislikes or suggestions fcr running YOUR c1ub. Remember,
if Management is not told, it certainly cannot improve or
change things that you like or dislike. Drop us a line or
phon6 the current Secretary (409 926A) or President (275.2825)
I all suggestions/crtticisms are welcome in order that the
Management run a club to the membersr likings. Lets hear
from you now - or contact the incomi4g Management people
(names will be published in the August newsletter).
Current Secretary: L. Cooke 3 Briar Ct, Kingsley, 6026.

Kiomo, N,S,l^I, - Noti0n0l Rolly, Eoster 1984:

Are there any members out there who plan on driving to the
Kiama National meet next Easter. If there are, could you
please contact l'{ichael Cooke, 3 Briar Ct, KingsLey, 6026
as it may be fun to travel together. So far Bill S Mavis
Spencer will be attending but will be freighting their car
ana Laurel G Mike Cooke plan on driving across in their
)a T",{nrag IUUVI.

Generol:

That's all for this newsletter'
Looking forward to
General Meeting on
your calendars now
See you then.

seeing a 'packed house' for our Annual
Sunday, July 31, 1983. Mark it down on
if you haventt alteady done so.

,c ?t rt:t ,( ,t ?t ?k ?t ,s tk :t ,( 2t * ?t

#rzI*te: /?21 f&*mu catiplqe NCCvoel
l)t ^.a A.,



i,

I
I

i,

.':i

,.i

mplicity' and versatilitY. These

ri;ixds guirled the liiestirle of our grand-

iathers ani ihey prospered, while we

who h,ave ibrgotten these resources of

or-ir hentase are becoming the bufloon

on the stleet c,.,rner of world oii polltics.

Sinrplicitir doesn't mean doing wiihout.

Povert', .lid not dictate. fo.r example,

the srirrpirc:tv ct'ci:ssicai dreek archi-

tecture. The Parthenon reflects the

Golden Age of Athens and its beauty

iives. even in uins. Simplicity means

deciding rvhat You want, crafting a

design to acconrpiish that purpose, and

refining thai mechanism until it iunc-

tions pert'ect1y.

Versatility means adaptability' lunc-

tioning so rveil in basic design that addi
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The A's Have It
by Thornas Brownell

rional demands oan be tnet bi' minor

modification, just 'rs a natural athleie

may excel itr n.ian,v sports' Oddlrt", a

mechanism desiened to bend in manY

directions through ctllnpromise, lacks

true versatilit-v.

Car coilectors rvho paraCe the high-

ways in their lltode1 A Fords give us a

i-,aii'-,:eniur:r' oler-Il'.e-shoulder glance at

an engineering nlasterpiece,'r'rerlect'

rnd r.eisatile bevond the irnagination crf

rnoderti nlotorists. Contrest the ieatures

of the N'lodei A rvith other makes ol its

era or even cars ol todaY and HenrY

Ford's ierisir for simpltcity becomes

apparent. Above the tirree-quarter mark

ttre fuet gauge shows not oniy nuntbers'

but sioshing. pink-dyed gasoline' The

gauee Rlass is actually' ii \\'indow into the

eas tank. mounted ci'.esi-level in the

car's cowi. Bubbled inio the geuqe's

center is a snlall magnLiier tiiat expanis

tire niirnerais on the gas gauge f'or near-

sightei drivers.

11 hat can
this fifty-

a modern rruck do better than

year-old 1930 Model A PickuP?



The Model A starring procedure.
though requiring the driver to manuallr.
retard the isnirit,n spark and ruc tlrc
choke rod is actually less involveC tlran
advanced safet\,-systems motorcars.
When the Departntent of Transportation

-nrandated car arrives, the startinc
sequerrce will begin with the car askint
the driver if he is sober and prosress
through a series of flashing lights and
buzzer tones insisting that doors be
cioseC. saiety belts fastene,l. and rhe alr
conditioning svsrem be set abor,e 75
degrees before operating. With the less-
sophislicated hurdles on roda\,'s cars
out ol the uar. the drirer rli,_ks the
ignition to fire the engine. This srep
either works or rt doesn'l. lf the eneine
doesn't stari, a venturesonte. or toiailr
naive motorisl nrielrr open tite lrooJ l'or
a check of the innnards. The exposed
New York City srreet plan ol u,ires and
hoses is deslgned to intinridate an\ one.
usualll includine Mr. Goodrvre:icli
\l'hen a friend's new conrpact wouldn'l
start (turning rhe kel,senr up snrokc

signals ol fried uirins lrsread). the
garage diagnosed a burned-ou1 starter.
Simple repair. jusr replace the srarrer.
right? Wrongl Tr, rentove tiie srarter
meanl first loosenins the ntotor mclunts
and unbolting r],e exhaust, \oi so on
the N{odel A.

The Model A Ford has no warnins
buzzer or flasirrnr lights. Just a clear
"OFF-ON" marks ignirion ke,,. settings.
Literacv (a refinement of basic educa-
tional competencl ) must have hir an

all-time high in the 1930s. For a faii-sai'e
show of the staning position. the igni-
tion switch pops out a half-inch or so

with the key tumed "ON." With the
switch popped out. the ke1 can be
removed and the car still runs. Popping
the switch back in shuts off the isnition.
This trick comes in hand.v for jtutting

down cousin Fred about the time he

decides to pull anorlier Ioop-da-loop on
the ice in front oi Sallt Wiggle's house.

The starter rod screws into a rugsed
contact switch on top of the starter. so
pressing that nickle.sized pecial furnisires
direct action to turn on the juice.
Twrtching a hand-choke lever linkid to
the carburetor gives a rich fuel mixture
to start the action. This same rod turns
left or right to adjust the carburelor
setting. With the Model A you can boosl
your gas mileage whiJe driving down the
road I

Henry Ford believed in Ievers, plain-
jane mechanical iinkages hooked to the
object they worked. So a levei advances
and retards ignition spark Back in the
days when an eng:ine was sho,,,,,n off. nol
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with a gaspinr rattiing idle from a fuil-
race can], but with a smooth tick-a-tick-
a-ti'-k-a. lvtodei A o\\.ners \\'ould retard
the spark and cur eneine revolutions
until by.slanders could rvarch the fan
blades turn.

The throttle lever. an earlv cruise-
control or hanC-operared back up to the
gas pedai. bdenced rhe spark iever o;.:

the steering .i)lumn. The twin chrome
fingers ioresl'aCowed Churchili's fanr ous
"V" gesture al starting position.

The trorn button-ligirt su'ircl.r combi.
nation mounts dead-cenrer in the steer-
rng rvheel. A lever in disguise. the ligfrr
switch handie turns a rod running down
through the steering column into
rotating contacts on the wiring hamess.
The Edsel made a pass at steering wheel
center conlrols in 1958. Now. followine
European fashion. car makers *ouni
the lighl anC dimmer switch up on the
steering column for hand operation, as

did the Model A.
The brakes. too. work with levers.

No power boosters here. Stopping
oomph ties directly to leg muscle.
though proper brake adjustment and
light vehicle weighr ease stopping
pressure.

Few cars carried a simpler dastrboard"
Speedometer. ammeter. 

-gee 
gauge. and

iSnition svilch were enough-foi Ford,

Model As came in every. body .style imaginahle. This 1929 sporr coupe*as the only one to
carry lhese cu te oval srde u ind ou s thouE 16e Sporr Coupe'u.as a.;aiiable fbi a11 6i, ,.;;
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Straighrforward engineering meafis a

one-bolt carburetor, springs mounted
trarisversell,for added sway control. and
a one-piece exhaust system held in place
bl two clamps. Spark plug leads of solirl
copper save the mechanic's nightmare of
traclng a skip to a broken plug wire
hicLng its malady inside rubber
ins''rlation. Even iack Hornei. the
nursery rhyme fellou, who thumbeC
plums out of his Christmas pie. could
tirne a Model A. A peg-shaped bolt on
the engine's timing cover disappears into
its hole to pla1 hide and seek wrth a

srnall indentation on the timing gear.

Wiiir one hand on the crank and the
other on the bolt, a Saturday mechanic

Howevs simple zrd .ustere it might
seem. dre A wrs $ill a quality au1o.
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The Town Car *as probably' the fanciesr ol all the l\lodel As. but most xere used as t&\ls,
rvhich accounts for their relative rarity, {.ppro\imatel), fifteen are knou n to erist todav.

tickles the engine's innards. This sinrpie radiator Lap. lnonitor :ire car's tempela-

procedure. not an electric strobe light. ture likr a nurse srll,trng at bedsrde.

guides proper distributor selting t'or And witlr ;nodest J:1 ;,rtrnressirtn ratir,.

engine tuneups. ltlodel .A s run {)n ki.osene. alcoirol.

For centel passellg€r eonrcnrr'r1cc. even e fi1'th ,rf vrrdkl i;, a plneh . . . and

the gearshitl handle lifts out ol its il vou cerr at-iord Slj:rer qaii'rn llel.
s\rcket to srvrlel aside. Tltis lceonr,,dl- Ec,rnontr' \\is J r:e3sured part ol
Iion to gentilltl L,ecame a prunksicr's Henry Ford's pencirant ior sinrplrcrty'.

delight. practiced r)n n()vice drn'ers even too. Pttor Rrchard's :Jaee. "a pennv

today. The anxious uper3tor frnl(). :aved is a nenn\.earnec." apnlied tt, the

seerns the gearshift iever ilvrsted rskeri. earlv econ,rnrie s ol liLe Ford I'lotor
Is the shilt broken. he rvorrres'l ll suir'gs C()nipan\'. D,rors 1et'r .,',ei' lronr lUttdel

* rldlv in its socket with nir feei t,i sear T e ounes continirerj :;r f rr.rductir,>n rrn

pursitions. Then as the drrver's iraniic. the \1ode1 A picl.Lrp L 
"en 

thrru€di F,,rd

random pulling r]roves tlle lever thrrruqh nrade tlro Liistinct h ,.:r sty'les dtrLing

iIs center point. the shrit drops b,r"-k the lllodc,l A s ltrrlr-reir :iin. a transiilr)n
into place $'ith i sharp snap. Guess rt phase in the spring,,1 1.t-i0 mixed parts

isn't broken alter all. the driver sishs rs irom borh sn les. Ti',.' early diarnond-
he shifis into sear and motors oli. shaped dash paneis. :.,,, instarrce. rvere

Follorving the keep-it-sirlple design cor.irinued unrii Jurie. 1930. Pickup
philosophv. tl.ie optirxal but neorll trucks bore tlie brirnr of garage-sale

universal hot-air heater blrtws direct p:rrts salvage in tlris period. too. The

heat forced bv the engine lan over rhe tlrst run ol 1930 pi,krros carried ihe
c'rltausl nranilold. An inspection sraritrn earlier lql8-1.9 bodr w1lh a strange

ntechanic doesn't need to crawl under nti.xture oi the neu -sir le parts tae ked

the car checking erhaLrst leaks ort a on. These trucks irequently ntired
Nlodel A Accessory motonteters. buntpers. Steering r.r.'heei:. even gas caps

actually' a thermometer silting in rhe
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The A's Have It

lrom old und ne* stl le parts bins. In a

strange latter dav switch, the tailgate
latch handles on 1953 Ford station
wagons match exactly' the inner-door
handles on tvlodel A roadsters and

touring cars.

When a fellow comes up and says,

"You collect old cars, eh? Well, I've got
and old car our in rhe field and the

radiator shell is still shning, not a speck

ol rust on it. \\'ant to buy it?," you've
found a Model A. The brightwork, head-

lights. taillighr. door liandles. and the
shinv cowl band are all stainless steel on

the 1930-3 I nttrdeis. A rnilleniunt of
exposure to corrosive elements would
scarcelv dull their rrriginal iuster.

Simple. asceric. but aesthetic. the

Model A rvas dressed in bociies ranging
from veEetable truck,; to town cars.

As tirne passed rnd rrlad-worn iVlodel

As w ere deposrteii on used car lots,
teensge ntechani;s chopped ienders otT
sportv roadsters..f'lopped tlie u indshield
flat on the coui. anC breathed racing
fever. Used Nlodel As were a Sl5 ironre
auto-shop course in the da1's beiore
tecllnical high schttols.

Engineers * itl dash and tlnesse
draped the rugged irrur.cyllnder engine
with bolt-on speed mc,difications
corerins everr design in the book:
L-head. F.head. overhead valves. even
ELrropean-sn,ie ir,.erhead canrs. In a kit
bv HAL. the \lodel A fbur-banger
ntasqueraded as an Olienhauser racing
mill with double caln towers perched

ahove the cylinder heads and twin
Win iieid e arbs. each sproutins slx
adjusting scre\r,s. Coliee-can cylinder
bores and these red.blooded perfor-
nrance boosters sl-rot horsepou.gy oulput
lronr the lactorl-rated 40bhp to over
200. With sobs oi rorque to snap rhe
skinnv rear tires ltrose at wili. hopped-
up engines dropped in a light sprint car
or dirt track racer on a stiffened Model
A chassis made cLruntrv hercres ol lead-
looted car 1ocke1 s. At the countl' fair-
ground horse tracks where the corners
vanished in billo*'ing dust clouds lrom
stead_v powei sjrdes. leading the pack
was more than a ntatter ol pride.

Chop off ttre body,, s}'rorten the
frame, bolt up a rruck rear axle to the
passenger car chassis. and the Model A
is nretamorphosed into the so-called
"common tractor'' or doodlebug. What
car today' could replace the mule for
plowing. or pulling haywagons on a

Vermont farnr? New York and Michigan
fruit iarmers disconnected the drive

Though some\'hat prone to *'aterpump and ignition condenser failure. &e N{otlcl A's
Iorty horsepoqer engine is legendary in its longevity. simplicity. and ease of repair.

trucks. swamp buggies, even air
conrpressors wtere two ct,iinders pump

lines on bodyless I!{odel As, coupled the
tough little englne to a blower and made

a duster to protect appie crops frorn
iungus and bliglit. Backyard ingenuity
buiit simple. sturdl, l!1odel As into larnr

air po'iered by the other two cylinders
running on gasoirne. That cowl-mounted
gas tank rnade the \'lodei A po*.er plant
a naturai conversion to stalionarv
engine use. Slroneneul to jusr the car's
snout, rhe lllodel A rhen ran everything
irom aurilliar)' senerators to sarv mills.
Sovret engineering. iollou,rng the
capitaiist lead. ntodified their \lodel As.
(-ves. w,e gave lhc,rn rhe tr{odei A. too)
into jeeps rhat sonreho*, lcrund their
\r'a) t0 Korea.

Aiter filt." I ears. tiie l\{odel A refuses
to die. Specialtr auto suppliers across

the countri, sell a range of ne* paris

complete enough to rebui.ld the rotring
bones ol tile worst \lodel A chassis inro

a conrpleteil' restr'rred car. In an!'

gathering oi old tinrers conteilnlaii
Nlodei A. someone is bounc to Sa,,.

"Thev should build cars like this trrdar ."
In ali due respect ior tlie \loJel A :nd
H.nrv Ford, time and design iirre
nroved on. lilodern ntetallu rg1, Err, es

ionger lile to engine bearings riran

Model A owners erperienced lnc
todal's safetl eneineers u ould not
tolerate a lap-mounted eas tank. But rhe

simplicity' and versatilitr ol rlie \lodel
As clear-cut functionai ',lesign se!"', c .rs e

renrinder that our tathers and si.rnd-

lathers rvere served br their rnacirines.

People were masters. not mired rn rhe

pool of affluence. but rich 1n parrnei.-

ship with a design that *,orked.
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- PRICE LfST FOR i

TOURER :

SILL PANELS BELOW DOORS

ROADSTER:

REPRqDUCTTON F/GLASS PANELS FOR MODEL "A',

REAR SECTION (Without Floor)
$+

37 4 .04
DOORS - ALL 4 DOORS (Latches fitted) 176.00 ea.
DOORS (Without Latches)
CENTRE PILLARS

FRONT SEAT BACK PANEL (Bet.centre pillars) - 154.00 ea.

REAR SECTION WITH BOOTLID

}IUDGUARDS . FRONT

COMPLETE COWL (Inc1. Fuel Tank)

CO}{PLETE ROADSTER BODY

COMPLETE TOURER BODY

ALL ABOVE PRICES EXCLUDING FREIGHT :

FREIGHT COSTS : 4A C kg by ROAD

GUARDS REAR $ 12.00

GUARDS FRONT 14.00

DOORS 12.40

TOUFER REAR SECT.- 125.60

ROADSTER REAR SECT.- 145.80

INSURANCE : $6-00 per $1,000.00 Cover.

ALL ENQUfRIES : Contact - WILL EGGENHUIZEN

PHONE : 291 6179 A/HOURS.

154.00 ea.

66 .00 ea.

20.00 ea.

649 .00

100-00 ea-

77 .00 ea.

374.O0 ea.

2145 .00

2750.04
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