
FEBRUARY 1983

NEXT MEETING: DATE suNDAY, 27TH FEBRUARY 1983

9 : 30 Al,l

PLACE : Parking lot at Ciccerellos Fish Market
trlarine Terrace, Frenantle.

Join us in a pleasant Sunday drive to Rockingham. Bring your BBQ
packs etc. as there are electric BBQs available at the lunch spot
CHURCHILL PARK, situated right on the beach front at Rockingham.

LAST I,IEETING: A good gathering of Model A menbers met at Keanes

-------P6Tn't, feppermint Grove for a picnic meeting. A great time
was had by all. While the nums and dads relaxed and talked
the kids played in the park, paddled in the river and
generally enjoyed a change of scenery.

TIME

A general discussion was held about the high cost of rebuild-
ing engines. One nember recently received quite a shock
when charged $2000 for a rebuild by a Perth-workshop.
It has been suggested that members could pool resources and
working together evolve a nethod of doing much, or even all
of the work at a much lower cost.
Bill Spencer has kindly offered his workshop facilities for
use in this Club'effort. Further thinking and discussions
will now take place to endeavour to arrive at the best
solutions so have some ideas ready for the next meeting

New Members: A brand new rnodel was released mid January to the-------nead family and the Club offers its congratulations to
Louise and Stephen on the arrival of l4atthew.

Parts: A new supplier of parts has surfaced in Shepparton, Victoria
and e 1i;t of parti currently availabl-e is iriintea in this
issue. Rod Wood of M0DEL A SPARES advises buyers:
- To allow 20\ for postage (excess refunded)
- Bankcard facilities available (write for form)
- If you have Model A Ford parts for sale, send a list

and price as he often receives enquiries from restorers.
For Sale: One pair 1928 front guards, very restorable,

$oo. oo pair.

Ilanifold Gasket Sets - Ray Mahony (Ph: 277-7630) has several
ffiale. These are the ones produced by
MARC South Australia. Members interested contact Ray.

Stephen Read has access to having brake
and clutch linings refaced, pressure
plates reset, at very reasonable
prices. We sugges t you contact
Stephen direct (459-7999) for
further infornation.
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Proper rear mailr thrust clearance is important ior tuu
reasons, If ihc clearance is too great. the crankshall u'ill
work back and forth under clutch pressure. pounding ancl

erentuallr cracking out'rhe thrust bosses. Also the thrust
b'os'es lor.rte the crankshaft in the block. and if improperlv
cul. n'ill force the connecting rod little ends to be lammed
against the piston pin bosses. To insure that the rear main
thrusts !vere properi,"- cut. Wilson provided a tn'o-piece
garrse and a thrust cutter to accuratelv do the job. One part
o{ the gauge drops into the rear main bolt hoies rvith trn'o

pins. and has a machined surface off to one side. The second
piece is bolted onto the pan rail near the rear main and

locked into position where its moveable finger lust touches

the machined surlace cln the first piece. The first piece is
then removed and the thrust cutter tooi is placed in the bear-
ing. The rear main cap is bolted up and sufficient babbitt is

removed from the front thrust surface so that the moveable
arn t touches the thrust face, Figure 17. The distance be-

trveei' the rear main cranl<shaft thrust surfaces is then

measured lvith an inside micrometer, the thrust cutter is re-
versed in the rear main. and sufficient babbitt is removed to

oilon a .004 inch clearance.
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The bearing iob is norv completed. \\'ith a little oil in the

bearings and main caps drawn dorvn tightly. the crank can

be turned n,ith one hand. Figure 18. It won't be necessarv to

Figure 79.

**^
Figure 21.

tow this engine around the block to start it, and rvith proper

maintenance. the babbitt u'ill last 30.000 miles or more.

With the crankshaft removed. the combination machine
"can no."v liv6 up to its name b-v boring the cylinders. \\'ilson
sold a dial indicator, made b-v Ames, for checking n ear and

determining horv far oversize the c_vlinder must be bored.

Figure 19 shows this gauge being passed up and dou,n a

cvlinder. When the pistons are obtained thei' are "miked"

and numbered. With a special micrometer, Figure 20. the

tooi bit height on the boring bar is set to bore .003 inch larger
than the corresponding piston.

As u'as his habit. Wilson designed a very accurate wav to

center the boring bar. Unlike the Quick-rvay and similar ma-

l'?l (D p

Figure 18

chines. which center at one piace on the (often badll,- n'orn) 
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