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SLINDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER, 1999

Meet: Causeway CarPark 9 30am

Organised by John & Pat Laurie

STTNDAY. 24TH OCTOBER, 1999

Amaroo Festival to be held at Gosnells to raise funds

tbr the retirement complex and nursing home.

Members are being asked to put their cars on display

Please contact Pat if you wish to participate & require further details

SUNDAY. 3I ST OCTOBER, 1999

Organised by John & Shirley Hall

SUNDAY, 31ST OCTOBER, 1999

CCC Museum Run

Contact Pat for details

SI.INDA}'" 31ST OCTOBER, 1999

ALL FORD DAY
Contact Pat for details

NOVEMBER, 1999

Organised by Tim Halden

SUNDAY, sTH DECEMBER, 1999

CHRISTMAS LLTNCH Place: RAAF Assoc, Bullcreek

Time: 12 noon Price. $23 per person. Names & money to Dora

MARCH,2OOO

CCC CLASSIC CAR SHOW

SUNDAY. 26TH MAR.CH, 2OOO

20th AnniYersary of M.A.R.C. W.A.

TIIURSDAY 2OTII - MOI'{DAY 24TII APRIL,2OOO

16TH NATIONAL MEET - WODONGA, \TC
Registration form and accommodation available from

Steve R.ead, 39 Soverei-en Dr. Thornlie Ph: 9459 42AA

THURSDAY 26TH - SfTNDAY 29TH APRTL, 2OO1

SHANNONS zOOi TOLts.

Celebrating the Centenary of Federation in Association with

Australian Historic Motoring Federation.

Entry form & further information available from your secretary

or State Tour Co-ordinator, Andrew Wells Ph (08) 9295 1572

RAY ABBOTT ENGIT{E RECONDITIOilIT{G
* Specialising in Veteran and Vintage engines

* cv I i n d e r H e a d s e rv i c e 
;Y: : ;:y r?, i ii"rr11,f, ; rc 

r a n ks h aft G r i n d i n s

Estabrished 1e7r 18 Bl0 STREET, BAYSWATER 9272 4566 14 year: Experionce



Model A Restorers Club of WA
GENERAL ViEETING _ SLNDAY, AUGUST 22,1999 AT HARVEY

iVleeting opened: 1 03 pm by David Bussard

Attendance and Apologies. as per attendance book.

Previous minutes. As per newsletter report. Moved by J. Timmings and seconded by L. Blacklock

that they be accepted as correct. Carried.

Business arising: nil

Financial Report: Opening balance 12 755.35 on2517l99

Receipts 96.00

Payments 556.32

Closins balance 12 295.03 on 2218199

Moved B. Guest and seconded P. Sartori that the financial report be accepted. Carried.

Correspondence in: Highlights of MAFCA board of directors meeting June 5 Kansas City: Ail
Model A 2000 calendar produced in partnership with Hemmings Motor News available @ US

$10.95. Chapter Coordinator Newsletter . for an earlv registration form to be sent to you in

December, for Kansas City meet July 10-15, 2000, address available from P. Bussard.

v Details on CCC Motor Museum Run Sunday 31 October. Change of address and phone numbers for
Angelo and Judy Caileja. Request for update for infoiink Database from Library and Information

Serr,'ice WA. Request for agenda topics for Bendigo Meet. Nlembership application from Tom

Eastough. Fiiers about ALL FORD DAY on October 31. Information about an auction of oid car

parts at tVloonta, S.A. on iSth Sept Information on yellow pages listing. Details of a Telstra

communications seminar to benefit our business!

Correspondence out: Form to Denmark Agricultural College students for membership, reply to

Bendigo agenda request, to P Gilberthorpe a membership application form for anyone interested as

a result of a display he participated in, DOT form for Mike Stathy, response to Infolink request.

P. Sartori moved that the Correspondence in be received and the Correspondence out be endorsed,

F. Farrelly seconded the motion.

General business. David welcomed those who were on their first runs in their Model A vehicles

today: C. Butler with son Nlichaei, Phil and Sylvia Wemm, and Don Sutherland and Ann. He

welcomed visitor Bob King who travelled with Peter Sartori, Coral and Reg Blewett back from their
long trip; lvfike and Irene Beil with Steven and Denise, country members from Ferguson; and

commented that it was nice to see Barbara Farrelly on a run.

Christmas lunch'. D. Annear was not present so there was no report.

Bendigo meeting agenda items'. n11.
'|tr/n,Jntto,t 

l;,rydrsi.slytg Cownittee: P Sa*ori reported that u,ith the fine .,reather, the items collected
will soon be taken to a swap meet.

llew Members: Tom Eastough has renewed his membership. He has 3 Model As.

20th Anniversary Celebrations'. Louise not present so no report.

I;inances. Australia Post cheque for September Newsletter. Move F. Farrelly and seconded J.

Timmings that this be processed.

Library.lVloved H. Moorehead and seconded F. Farrelly that books 5 and 6 in the series "How to
Restore Your Model A" be purchased from MAFCA
Conpyatulation.s'. to club member Maicolm Wood who has been on ABC radio advising about bricks,
between 9 and 10 am Saturday mornings.

Coming Events: 1999 Dowerin GWN Field Days August 24,25,26. September 26th run by

Lauries October 24th Amaroo festival October 31st run by S. Hall. ALL FORD DAY October
31st. CCC Museum run October 3lst.
Bits and Pieces: nil

Thanks to Peter Sartori for the nice long run.

}leeting closed 1.27 pm.



TIIB FIRST

W
llotor Agerrt

... was Emile Roger of 52 rue des Dames, Paris, who u'as appointed sole agent in France for

German-built Benz vehicles in 1888. Roger later began manufa-ctunng Benz-cars under licence'"

G;;ig* l'Hollier,later Anglo-Fr"n"fr Moto. co] of Birmingham secured the British agencv

for Roger-Benz cars in 1895.

The forkshire Motor Car Co was the first to sell cars on hire-purchase in December, 1897' u"

* {. * x * r< * * X * {< * * * d< r: * * * *< r< * X,F r<,F *,k {< rr :|< X' r<'t< *

The following information was provided by MAFCA via the internet

for those newer restorers who are not exactly certain of their

car's year of manufacture.

PART i

What Year Is It?

How to trdentifv the Year of a Model A
Ford

by Rick Bluck, fuIedford Oregon

Revised Friday, January 16, 1998

A trpical question we hear is'. I hm,e o quick question concerning the Model A Ford I've just
cicrltrrretl. Il'.s irt primer and in storoge. 'v?hat I would like to btow is how to tell exactly what year it ts.

i thirrk ir's ct 1931, but tf you coulci give me .tome in/ormation on the changes in the body s4tles in the

l.! - i1 't'€at.\. I would be ver?' grateful.

in m aitempt tc answer this kind cf ciuestion. I've put together the following "guidelines" based on mv
l0= i'earS of researching, coilectinq, anc restoring ModelAFords. These guideiines are generai in
natur: anC cion't attempt to narrou,the iate of manufacture to a particular month but merely identifi
the pr-obable vear of manufacture. If you're planning to have your car judged in club comperition, the
litqICA,ILARC Judging Standards irnd R.estoration Guidelines are invaiuable for helping you
restore i,'our car and determining the date r,vith accuracy.

Flr Starters

There are two distinct Model A groups: lg28-l92gand 1930-1931. Modei A engines were made ahead
cf time and stamped with a number consisting of the letter d a number up to 7 digits and a star. The
Ref'erence Desk Page on the l\,[AFCA web site has a iink to an Engine Production Chart showing motor
seriai numbers. so it's possible to look up manufacture date of an engine.

Howei,er. it may have taken up to 3 months (or more in some cases) for engines to be used at an

assemblt' :1ant and put into a chassis. During that assembly, the engine number was stamped onto the
trame ou the driver's side, just to the rear of the first body bolt hole. It's impossible to see this number
withcut 'settinq the body and running board aprons offthe frame.

Over lime. engines wore out, and it'was standard practice in the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s to simply
s\\ aD a tired engine with another. As ion,r as the repiacement engine was in good condition, the seriai
nuirber on it rvas seldom a concern. Tirus. it's common to find a1929 engine in a 1931 car. for
e:iarnpls Tn'inq to determine the lrear of ihe car mereiy b-v looking up the engine number is not
cr-.:.;ciusir,'e instead. here's rvhat to look i-or



Is it 1928-29 or a 1930-31? http ://wrwv. mafca. com/rvhafyear. ht

The photo above left is a 1928 Tudor Sedan. The photo above right is a 1931 Deluxe Tudor Sedan.

Each is t.vpical of two basic year sroups of llodel A's. Notice the easy to spot differences in the front
bumpers, the size of the hub caps, the shape of the radiator shell and hood, and the gas tank/cowl

section

The 1928-29 Cars had nickel-plated, maqnetic steel headiights and radiator shell. The same items on

Commerciai units (trucks) were also masnetic steel but were painted biack. Bodies had a two-piece

flre..l,all with a horizontal seam (three-piece on Fordors and Cabriolets). On the driver's side above the

seam. ti.re date of assembllt might be ior,ind if vou wipe the area clean. The radiators were shorter than

iater tire 1930-,: I mcdels. 1929 st],.le commercial bodies (trucks) w'ere continued to mid-1930.

I 9l0--l 
'i 

Headlights ';v ere stainiess steel anci more rounded in the back. Radiators and sheils were taller

anci made of stainless steel. 1930-3 i cars had a seamless firewall. No dates are coillmonly found

stampeci on the trre."vall.

Wheels on 1928-29 vehicles were 21" with 4 50 tires and used smaller hub caps than the 1930-31 cars,

which used i9" wheels and 4.75 tires. Since the wheels would fit on any year, wheel size alone won't

determine the lzear of the car.

Quici< iilentiflcation

The first thing to look at to identih the,.'ear of a Model AFord is the area of the radiator shell,

headlights. burnpers. if the car is originai or accurately restored, you can quick.ly assess the correct

vear of the car. Remember though that there were many variations, and the I/AFCA/1vARC Judging

Stanciards and Restoration Guidelines are the final word on what is correct for each vear. Take a look

at the lollowing pictures, from iert to right. of 1928, 1929, 1930, and 1931 cars:



It's easy determine whether the llodel A is an "early" or 1928-1929 year model or a "late" 1930-1931
mociei b,,- lookinq at ihe shape of the radiator shell. On the early cars, the shell is shorter and lacks the
painteC ior.ver section. It's also prettv easv to teli a 1930 from a 1931 - notice that the 1930 shell has a
sinocth iop section. whilethe 1931 shell iras apaintedtop section. However, the 1928 and 1929 sheil
and radiator look identical.

lnsteaci oilooking there, look closelv at the headlights and center bumper clamp. It's hard to teil in
the photographs above, but the 1928 headlights had vertical fluted lenses and round centerbumper
clamps. 1929 cars (and 193 0- 193 i cars too) had Twolite lenses and an oval center clamp on the
bumcer. The 1928-1929 headlights were "acorn" shaperl, whilethelater 1930-1931 iightsw-ere "cup"
shapeC. Sharp elies r.vili also note that the early headlight bar was straight between the headlights while
the later one had a slight up,r ard bo,,v. Cornpare the headlights in the 1929 and 193 1 photographs and

see ii';ou can spot the differences.

Fina11-"-. front bumpers on 1928-1929 vehicles had a reverse bend at the ends where the later
l9i0-i93I carshadgentlycurvedends. Comparethecentertwophotos -the1929 and 1930cars-and

'rcu'li see the difference. Once you iearn how to put ail these things together, you'llbe abie to identify
iite -'iear of a lvlodel A quickly with a irigh degree of accuracy. But don't forget, there are some

exceptions to these general guidelines, so you may not want to bet a lot of money on your
identilrcationl

RUI{ TO HARVEY, 22nd August, 1999

We set off irom Garden City at about 9 00am. The weather was made to order for the

day, cooi and sunny We had ten VIodei As from the start Great to see Phil & S.Tlvia

Wemm and Don Sutherland & Ann on thek first major run.

We proceeded along our way via Old Nlandurah Road to main N{andurah Road, a

number of us stopping to turn our meal. Barrie & Gwen, Pat & David, Chris Butler

and his son, aiso on his first run with the club, joined before N{andurah. This made

tweive N{odei As and David's '40 coupe, great to see such a large group on a

reasonably long run

We stopped at Lake Clifton Roadhouse for a pit stop and morning tea and then

arriving at Harvey at about noon for lunch and meeting at Stanley Cottage site.

We had our normal very informative meeting, welcomined our guests and packed up

for home. Unfortunately Frank Farrelly had fuel trouble most of the way back up the

coast road and I believe Don Sutherland almost iost a wheel

Last, but not least, i would like to thank everyone for making it another great Nlodel A
run.

Peter Sartori

888888888888888888B888888888B8888888888888B



CLUB NIEIVTBER PROFILES

Most of the members who have belonged to the Model a Restorers' Club of WA (Inc)

since itsforruation in 1980 were located in the metropolitan area. Alan Smith joined as

a country member from Wongan Hills and he and June became active members when

they moved to Perth on their retirement in 1986. Tom and Georgina Hart of Ongerup

have never qttended a chtb run and know only afew club members. Their membership

lapsed after that /irst year but they rejoined in 1995. I was unctble to visit them as

Ongerup is rather too far for a day trip in my little car.

As in previous Club Member Profiles, I have included some personal comments in

italics and in brackets.

Pat Bussard

Names: Tom and Georgina Hart

Date of Joining or First meeting attended: Tom replied that they joined years ago.

i?erhaps he was unqwdre thai he was among the first to ioin - his membership

application form was dated I L'7i80 and he was issued with receipt # 6 in the first
receipt bookl)

IIow did you learn about the Model A Restorers Club of Western Australia (Inc)?

Tom thinks that it was due to the influence of Eric Richards. (Eric was the Ford dealer in

the district, located at Gnowangerup )
Positions held in club: none.

National Meets attended. none.

Memorable events or runs or highlights: Tom met the club having morning tea on a

run several years ago in June, at a little pub near Williams (Quindanning?). He met Alan

Jeffree who was driving his EJ Hoiden, and a couple of other people at the Ongerup

museum. These meetings inspired him to finish the restoration of his Model A. Tom has

also spoken with Steve Read several times at his home in Perth.

Family and personal history: Tom's family was from Victoria and moved to Ongerup

rn 1927 or 1928 as one of the first farming families in the district. The family home was

built in 1928 (what a good yearl). Tom has lived in Ongerup all his life and has been

farming since he left school at 15. He married Georgina, who grew up in Kojonup, when

he was 19 and he proudly relates that she has never stopped his passion for old cars.

Georgina's father was in the Second World War and moved to Kojonup to farm after the

war. They have four children, and are still marriedl Their son helps on the larm during

seeding and harvest, and works with sheep the rest of the year Their youngest daughter

Jennifer drives the Model A and complains it does not have FlvI radio.

On the farm, they grow wheat, barley and lupins. They had their best ever wheat this

year, and did not finish harvesting until Jan 28th.

Georgina keeps the family together and works in her beautiful garden which she

describes as "a rambling cottage garden that continues to grow larger". It was started by

Tom's grandmother. (IYith the gardening interests of some members, msy I suggest that

we rnclude Ongerup in afuture weekend trip? We also have members in Nyabrng and

Katanning and might include those in Ravensthorpe, Dardanup, Albany, Australind and

Busselton. I guess this would involve a fairly long weekend!)



Other restorations
1 964 Galaxie Convertibie

1964 Galaxie Station trVagon (country Sedan)

(When I first read Tom's information, 1964 seemed very important. The Model A was

purchased then, and his two other restoration projects were from that year Tom

explained that his father owned a 64 Galaxie when he died in 1966. Tom would like one

day to buy another 64 Galaxie.)

Current projects: The Model A needs a bit of work yet The Galaxie Station Wagon.

What music do you listen to? Nfost 1960s, The Beatles, Johnny Cash, R;y Orbison,

John Lennon, Frank Sinatra.

The most memorabie concert you have attended: Paul VlcCartney, Johnny Cash.

Other interests: Tom admits to being a fanaticai golfer, with a 12 handicap. On his 1999

Information Update Form, he lists as his interests real ale along with 1964 Galaxies and

fuIodel As. Georgina is a keen gardener.

About your car: N,Iodel 1928 UTE (used to he roadster) Colour: biue.

As children, Tom and his sibiings saw a movie about a flying Nlodei T Ford and they

asked their parents to buy them an old Ford. He thinks his father liked the old Fords too.
The roadster was purchased from Jess Reeder of Katanning in 1964 for 50 pounds It
was licensed and in good order. Tom and his two younger brothers drove it to the bus

stop for many years It had many adventures including being driven into a dam and being

partly burnt out. It was not used much and siowiy got run down. It was then uniicensed

for a time.

The vehicle was partiy restored when Tom and Georgina joined the club. Tom continued

the major restoration with the help of Eric Richards and Vlark Vlulmeyers in the early

80s Eric was a good friend as well as being the local Ford dealer. He had a wonderful
passion for cars similar to Tom's and helped greatly in the restoration (Tom sent a photo
of a parade in Ongerttp to celebrate an event in WA's history, which includes one of
L,ric's Model A,s. The photo .stimulated art interesting di.sctts.sion of registration plate.s

and rumtbers at the 1998 Christmas lunchfor Jeannane Richards, and Coral and Reg

Blewett.) The iVlodel A has been licensed ever since. At the time of the restoration, Tom
couidn't afford a new motor so it sat until about 3 years ago when he got a reconditioned
motor from Steve Read

About the Vlodel A Restorers CIub of WA: Tom says he hasn't been a very active

member, br"rt it is good to be one. Steve Read has been very helpftli

In a parade for a gala day

in Ongerup with Eric fuchards'

car in the background

In 1964 wiren first purchased

by Tom's parents
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BIRTHDAYS for SEPTEMBER: Birthstone: Sapphire; Flower: Aster

Jill Axford, Barry Bristow-Stagg, Ross Chamberiain, Gail Duns, Barry Fowier, Joy

Fowler, Georgina Hart, Germaine Jelfree, Graham McDonald, Beth Martin, Peter

Sartori, Margaret Strahan, Don Sutherland, John Teale, Malcolm Wood & Chris Wringe.

Belated August birthday wishes to Susanne lVright. Have a great day!

NEW MENIBERS: Former members Rodney & Susanne Wright have rejoined our

club. Their address is 100 Lakelands Dr, Gnangara 6065 Ph 9306 3880

Rodney is restoring a 1930 Roadster which may be ready for Wodongal

Welcome to you and please add these folk to the members register.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Max & Dora Annear have moved to 2 Brearley Mews.

Hillarys. 6025 Phon e 9402 4669 Please alter your registers.

PHOTOS: Thanks to NIike Stathy for the before and after photos of his car A few

more from other restorers would be appreciated. And while we are on the subject

if anyone has photos from these meetings, copies would be appreciated: Feb - our

early breakfast gathering; April - the Mahony run to Bibra Lake, August - the Sartori

run to Harvey Louise

WODONGA: For those who are serious about attending the 16th National Meet.

there will be a gathering at the Read residence on Sunday, October 1Oth, at 2pm.

Hopefully any problerns/concerns/questions will be answered and we will have a

definite number of attendees to give the railways and the South Australian club, who

have offered to billet us for one night.

A LETTER iN THE POST: I received a very newsy ietter this week from Nlargret Teale

in Busselton. John & Nlargret have their farm on the market (has been for some time)

and were looking forward to a much needed holiday with their thoughts turning to

attending the Wodonga Meet. Horvever things didn't quite r.vork out the way they

were planned and they still own a dairy farm AND are now proud owners of the 'Lazy

Days' Caravan Park in Busselton. To quote Nlargret "Once the t'arm goes we can

organise curselves into restoring another A and blow the dust ofrthe other twol"
Good luck and hold that thought of retirement [,ouise

FOR SALE: Whilst at Thornlie Shopping Centre with the N,Iodel A on display, Ross

Chamberlain was approached by a tbllow looking to sell his phaeton which is at

Kalgoorlie. Here are the following details for anyone interested in the vehicle.

Brian Mead, 26 Jackson Dr, Thornlie Ph 9459 8462

'30 Phaeton Deluxe Price $15,000 ONO.

A LITTLE STRESS MANAGENIENT ADVICE: from Pete Glberthorpe

Picture yourself near a stream Birds are chirping in the crisp, cool mountain air

Nothing can bother you here No one knows this secret place. You are in total

seclusion from that place called "The World." The soothing sound of a gentle waterfall

fills the air with a cascade of serenity The water is so clear that you can easily make out

the face of the person whose head you are holding under the water.

There now. .. .feeling better?
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@ fn ttre last issrrc ol' '['hc licstorcr, a qtrcstion arosc ahotrt

radius hall lubc lelt. lv{y quostion rclates to the new
reproduction cap kils: should tht:re he e gap between the nerv

caps'l Thc bott()nr cap nlay n()l he as deeply cul as rlry worn
out originrl htrt the ball is lirnr when the nuts are tightened to

the slccvcs antl the sprirrgs rrc cornpressed with about
l/,6th'' to I/tl" gaps. Also, will thc rubber aftemrarket cap

kits changc the cas(er?

@. fn" raclius ball cap assernbly n)ust hc correctly positioned
and correclly instlllcd lo provirlc thc corrcct casler alignnrent
at the front axlc (5 dcgrccs). If thc ratlius ball is worn or
loose in thc hall cUp, tlrc lront end caster cannot tre

rnairrtaincd. Likovisc, if thc hall is hcld rigid in the hall cup
(due to incorlect irtstallalion). thc r;ulius rods wrll hend or
twist whcn drivirrg on roush roa(ls or hitting a pot hole in lhe
road, fhe ratlius ball rnrrst iit srrugly to llte bail cap but lrc
allorvetl to l-lcx orr thc nrorrnting bolt springs.'l'he altelnrarkct
mbhcr hall rrotlilicatiorr for tlre ritiitrs ball is not atlvisablc.
In rnost cascs the fr()n( castcr will he lost with the

rnodification kit. Il tirc r:tdius hall is Ioosc in thc hall cap. a

shirncrtrt be rttatic llont it fcntlct'rvlsltr-r by ttsing it hitilpccrt

hanrrncr to sh:rpc tlrc rvltsher 1o lrt lhc bi,tt()n1 aurvaltil.c of tllc
bal l.

Technical I)irector l,cs,\ntlre*s -'l'he Reslorer

Eeclrttcot tilr irom tfc
lll e€tor:er lJlrtr/?Iftril 1998

@. I i,nr. a 1930 rr.,{or.lei A Sport CoLrpe x,hich nrav have a

problem. Water and coolant rvill pump out of ihe over{lorv and

new radiator cap when the car is under a load climbing a long
grade, etc. I just replaced the heatl gasket but suspect that I

have a slight compression lcak into the cooling system but see

no other evidence of this. Can you suggest what might be

causing this situation? (The car is not overheating.) Also what

is the conect conrpression for this car? My engine tests

between 55-60 lbs-

@. Cnect for bubblcs irr the r:rdiator filler neck when the car is
running. Bubbles rvill be an indication of a compression or
exhaust leak into thc water jacket. Some new radiator caps

have a hard cap gasket. Try adding a thin cardtroard gasket for
a better radiator cap scal. l\'la]<e surc the radiator has a bafflc
installed just below the filler neck. This prevents water from
being purnped oLrt the overflow cap. The water pump pumps

the water to the top of the radiator. A lot of water pressure is
developed at higlr RPM rvhen clinrbing hills. The overflow
tube must be above the bafflc and against the side of thc neck.

Sonre racliator shops will not replace the baffle wlren in for
repairs. D[ yr>u have thc hcatl magnirl-lttxcd for cracks bcforc
installing the nerv head gasket? The head shoulcl always bc

surfaced rvhen replacing tlre hclrl gaskct. The head could be

rvarpcd or crackcd. Stanclarri conrprcssiott is (r4lhs. 'l'hat will
vary sonlc rvitlt cltattgcs in altiltrde/huorttclric prcssurc ltntl

horv rnuch the lread has bccn rtrillcd. Any rcacling ahove 5-5

lbs is OK. All cylindcrs sltottkl rcitci u'itlrin '1 or'1 lLrs ol'cach
othcr.

'l'echnical Dirrctor Lcs ,,\n<lrervs - 'fhe Restorer
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