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MODEL A RESTORERS CLUB OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, Inc
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' suNDAY, 25TH JANUARY, 1998 i

Annual Picnic in the Park held at

Manners Hill Park, Cnr Keane & Lilla Sts, Peppermint Grove
Time: 10:00am Bring morning tea & lunch for the

first meeting of 1998. See you there!

suNDAY, 22ND FEBRUARY, 1998
Breakfast BBQ at McDougall Park,

Ley Street, Como.

Bring your sausage, bacon, eggs, etc. for
an early brealdast at 7:00am. Meeting to follow

FEBRUARY 28TH - MARCH 2NI)
is a long weekend. Do we have a volunteer to

organise a get away for this weekend?

suNDAY, 15TH MARCH, 1998

CLASSIC CAR SHOW 1998

Whiteman Park (CCC)

Cars, contact person, marshal, volunteers NEEDED!

SATURDAY, 28TH MARCH, 1998

BROOKTON OLD TIME MOTOR SHOW
Celebrating Brooktonis Centenary

A Fantastic Family Fun Day. Accommodation available
For more information phone 08 96421377 or 08 9642 426042

9-13 APRIL, 1998 (EASTER)
I5TH NATIONAL MODEL A MEET . CANBERRA

Hosted by Model A Restorers Club (Aust)
Entry forms available from your secretary, or write to:
The Rally Director, 15th National Model A Ford Meet

PO Box 320 DICKSON, ACT 2602.

10-13 APRIL, 1998 (EASTER)
Annual migration to Kirup for a fun & educational

time down on the farm. Don't forget that this year there will
be a limited number of spaces available.

BAY ABBOTT ENGIil E RECOI{DITIOI{I]IG
* $pecialising in Veteran and Vintage engines

*GvrinderHeadservicer;Y::;;yr?'fr 
;;z':;:f,;:rankshaft 

Grindins

,MARC'

YOUR
CALENDAR

Ertabrirhed re?5 18 Bl0 STREET' BAYSWATEB 272 4566 14 years Experieroe



MINiUTES OF GENERAL MEETING HELD AT TIMMINGS' RESIDENCE, WOODLANDS
Sunday 23rd November, 1997

Meeting opened by vice-president Ron Andrews at 1:45pm. Attendance and apologies as per book.

Previous Minutes as per newsletter report. Moved P. Sartori, seconded P. Gilberthorpe to be correct.

Business arising: Nil.

Correspondence In: Reports & brochures from CAN{S. Newsletter MAFCAUSA. Minutes MAFCA

Board Meeting. M.A.R.C. Aust advising increase in registration fee to $70.00 as from Jan lst, 1998.

Raunchy Promotions. National Meet Bulletin No. 3. ACE Ford Club re Mandurah Car Show, Nov.

3fth, 1998. Library & Infolink, All Automotive Swapmeet l6th Nov, 1997 .FXIFJ Holden re Rock &
Roll night, 21st March, 1998.

Correspondence Out: Letter to Infolink with office bearer details. Moved correct B. Forbes, seconded

J. Timmings.

Financial Report:
Balance per bank statement 3lll0l97

Chq 19 TrophyDonation 65.00

22 Postage 42.20

t07.20

Bank balance as at 23rd Nov, 97

Cash & chqs on hand 37.25

Raffle proceeds 81.50

Badge sales 40.00

Investment account

Total Club Funds

Moved correct F. Farrelly, seconded J. Forbes.

828.49

781.29

r 58.75

930.04

10861.05

sl1791.09

General Business: Alan Ieffree advised no report from Bendigo as they missed meeting. Bendigo Swap

Meet had very little Model A goodies.

South Australia Club are manufacturing rubber mats for the open cars. Details to be published in next

newsletter.

Forty five members so far for the Christmas Dinner. Edith handling all payments and monies. It was

resolved to allocate $100 to Edith Jeffree for novelties arld streamers for the Christmas Party. Moved

Frank Farrelly and seconded Jim Williams for payment.

Alan Smith to look into visiting the Heytsbury Collection next April or May.

Alan Jeffree advised they called into the Northam Club who are keen for us to have a weekend up there.

Peter Glberthorpe visited Bill Bennie who is not well.

Next event is the Christmas Dnner at the Pines Restaurant at Observation Crty, 12 - 4pm.

Barrie Guest thanked Alan Smith for the headlight lenses donated for today's raffle.

Also thanks to John & Fran Timmings for today's run assisted by Frank Farrelly.

Meeting closed: 2.05 pm.



GAUBIIIIS', llA]IBL[, OB',IH[ NOV]trBEIt CEDA'I-A-THON, OIt
TITIilO'S POtrIB ITUN

On S'^.oAay Nov. 23rd ,r,nder fhreafeni,ng skies, ,.pward" of 35 ltardened
gc.r'able,*" l.f+ +h. Roffl." Pqb at 10 a,w,, lo lry their lack Ca,sino sfyle. fl+ five
pre-dele*nined sfops oror,".d fowry ex?er+.o"d hor.dler "jvlin".eso*a 'Fafs"

Farr.lly hor.d.d o,^l ca,rds to eventqally ,,"ok. two po[,er^ ho^J" per c,c.r, A{+.,
a cer*a,in amoran* of hor". frading and blaian+ c.h,eahngl th. hor.dr w.r. finolly
as"."sed o,nd +h. winner w,r" pro.laimed to b. Pau,lirle (Cool Ho^d L,^k.)
Wood orld "h. wa" award.d +h. griz.e of iwo bottles of Margaret River^
Fourpu..,.^y Do,&. &Vh;.h is some consolotio,.. for havi"r g a bu= A*iv-r h,n"bo".d
who can gei lost on main road" oro,^r"d towry eve oA hi" owr" bras roufel)
Th. .o.^vcy obviously fc,.'.d oll th. required stops or.d +h. s,.^ appear.d a".d
w. .nd.d .ap with a pe{ect spring doy. Th. fir',ol o"".-blv point was at the
Tivnvnings ho,,r=. and despi*e o 

"l;ght 
sh,or*a,ge rf ,po.., lun.h o,.d ,,,no^ihly

t'aeeting .were c-oyrr?leted on ".hed,^l..
flltho"gh not all the. cards .were retur*t d tl:.. r. is no trqlh to the rr.rmorar fhat
M" D, B,n="ord is helping pcrli.. wi*h fheir enguiries.

fll+ho"gh there were a, f.w "ligh+ 
hi+ches in the organisalion' of +lt rury F,^an

and J hpp. .r.nyo,n. hod o gc,c,A doy. -fhor.tk= to all who aflend ud c,r.d

."g..io,lly to Frank o,nd Borbo ro, Fa,*.lly for *heir assistance.

Henry.M. pVfa4 and He.nry For{ wgrled together, briefly, in the 1902 Henry Ford Company; bur parred
unhappily - Fgtg chose the "low road" of developing a populai car; Leyland chose the luxury *O of the market
anddeveloped the ultimate.luxury vehicle: the ClaAit=tac, tden, in I92O iheother prestigious iar: the Lincoln. By
1921, when the market crashed, Leyland went under and the Lincoln Motor Co prLpard to declare bankruptcy. 

'

^Henry 
LgVlald 

-Y1s 
a white-bearded father figure in Company was valued ar $16 million and rhe bankruprcy

Detroit. After Cadillac was acquired by General Motors judg6 refused to accept Henry's first offer of $5 miliio;
investors 

_queued _up to invest in - buihe got ii for jusr $g million.Leyland'sLincoln.DetroitwaSrockedSixiveeksdfterthesaletht,-oe
when Lincoln was threatened. Even Ford I 

'I'IHI_SSE_NTRIC 
I interested were still not sure, Ford gave

professed an eagerness to help: "One of I HENRY FORD I Leyland a cheque for $363,000"andthe-greatestmotorcarmeninAmerica.',insistedheshoi,ittohisemployees
ClaraFordwasaJriendofLeylang,.^G,saying:..Tellthemthattheyareall!oirigto

daughter-in-law and Edsel stared t[at: It /,,W 
='\ get "them just the sam;.,; EdsJl liter

would be a sham" "::.j9 let the Leyland f .,':'h Kn;xplained ihat it represenred Leyland's
Company. go to ruin." Edsel also saw !\. I ,, G!,."'L\ stiares in Lincoln. poia tola Leyland thar if
oPPortunitY to g9t otrt from urder his f . ;, ii-*l$. ^Il 

the shareholders approached frim tre would
father's control and develop a quatity c{^^ I,'r;*tffiK.Il give them a badge ui,o put rhem to work.
At the receiver's sale onlanuury 1, 1922,1,;ffifl.,--, " within 24 hi-as, F6rd's experrs rno,ed

!ug"^portral^tgfHe1rry|oIdy?!lowedo-nwofferedtobuydackthe"*puny.FordsaidthefrontoftheLincolnbuildingandthe\Nzhewouldnot;ilitfor$5o0m,illion.
DetoitNewshadacartoonofaM5del,\v/ByJune,l922Leylandexecutives
T pulling a Lincoln out of the Mud, lU^ t? _ T innnln.l.alzo^,,o. I were leaving, the Leylands were outof
Helry yas a hero. The most populq qr I 

r\u rJ - r-ursum r aKeover 
I the factory ihey had'created, and their

alo ryrQnp ong of the best wer^e tinteo p"rso*t ua.re,rgs evicted.

.t Vlq9 thought (and. H9$y gave- !\e impress-ion) that Everyone had ihought Henry"Fo?d was realty a Good
the creditors and stockholders would Ue piO off. Samaritan - but all hJhad done was to clinch a good old-

.Henry's philanthropy w-a! not as it seemed. An fashioned, cut-price business deal.
original approach by Leyland in 7921was rejected. The Adapted irom'Robert l-acey's ')Fot-d" by Bevan Sharp .



LEFT HAND DRIVE . WE'YE GOT THE ANSWER DOWN TO A'T'
X'rom an article by Paul Vellaeott in
Restored Cars Sept/Oct 1995 - condensed.

Today there are seventy three

countries where the rule of the

road is 'Keep to the Left.' They

include the U.K., Japan, India,

Indonesia, Australia and New
Zealand and all together account

for about 18% of the World's car

population.

The U.S.A., Canada, Europe,

Russia and China are among the

138 countries where it's 'Keep to
theDight'. But it has not always

beb*aike this; since 1913 there

have been fifty eight changes,

forty five from Left to Right, and

thirteen from Right to Left. The

notable changes have been

Argentina, 1945 (L-R); China,

1946 (L-R); and Sweden1967,
(L-R)

HOW IT ALL STARTED

The whole muddled question of
which side of the road we drive on

and therefore which side ofthe car

the steering wheel is rnounted,

goes back to pre-vehicular days,

when walking was the only means

of l'rd movement. Much of what

ap!,..drs below regarding the 'rule
of the road' comes from a

scholarly work by that narne,

written by an Australian, Peter

Kincaid (Greenwood Press New
York 1986). At the time Kincaid
was a Senior Lecturer in Law at

Macquarie University.

Kincaid Hypothesises that the rule

of the road stemmed from the fact

that94Yo of people are right-
handed and right-footed with
about 70o/o of these being right-

eyed as well. In most countries
(Denmark being a notable

exception) this lead to the custom

walkers passlng 'right to right'
when meeting head-on on a

walking track. This permitted one

to either shake hands, punch, or
sword the approaching walker as

the occasion required.

Later, and for the same reason

(right-sidedness), horses - and

bicycles, for that matter - were

mounted from the left and

continued to pass 'right to right'
to permit the right-handed use of a

sword by horsemen. Mounting
posts were also commonly

provided and ofcourse, placed at

the side of the road on the left, or
near-side, when facing the

direction of travel.

Things became less settled when

horse-drawn vehicles became

coilrmon. In France and the

United States, for example, healy
wagons were controlled by a
'postilion' rider, who rode a horse

on the left ofthe team - having

mounted from the exposed left, or
near-side ofthe horse.

To simplify passing, these

wagoners preferred to pass

oncoming wagons with the

postilion-mounted drivers close to
the centre ofthe road to better
judge the separation of the passing

vehicles. In France and America

these postilion-driven wagons set

the pattern for other road users

and Keep-to-the-Right became the

rule of the road. A further
suggestion I have read concerning

France was that Napoleon

marched his infantry on the right,

This Ohio car lrom USA shows RHD with right
hand drive controls, gear levet etc. These right
hand controls were canied over to today when
Ameilca went lefthand drive in 1915.

so that stray pedestrians keeping

to the left r,vould see the

approaching troops and get out of
their way.

In Britain, however, wagons -
along with light horse-drawn

vehicles, tended to be driven from

the 'box seat' (hence the

expression), rather than by a

postilion rider. The driver's box

seat, regardless of country, was

always positioned on the right-
hand side of the vehicle so as to
allow the driver to swing the whip

with the right hand. Again, to
facilitate the judging of passing

clearances between vehicles, the

practice was to have the driver

sitting towards the centre of the

road, and hence the de-velopment

of the Keep-to-the-Left rule in

Britain.

The practises of Britain, France

and America were adopted by

their respective dominions and

neighbours. In Japan, the powerful

sword-wearing Samurai' s

preference for passing 'right-to-
right' set the pattern for Keep-to-

the-Left and these influences

determined, for the most part,

national rules of the road prior to
the introduction of the motorcar.

Italy, seems to have been the odd

country out, having two bob, or
rather 200lire each way, with
many towns and cities being 'keep



left', while country traffic kept to
the right!

This takes us up to 1855, when

for the purposes of this discussion,

Carl Benz, built the first motor

car. Where is the steering lever

placed in the tricycle vehicle? In
the centre! However, the many

other builders of early motorcars

followed the horse vehicle

practice of placing the driver on
the right of the car and hence the
steering wheel (or lever/tiller) on

the right. This practice remained

all but universal until Mr Henry
Ford introduced his Model 'T', his

eighth Ford model, 1909.

Henry Ford was anything but a
'follower' and the 'T' design

contained many unorthodox

features and clever design

solutions and the adoption of
LHD by Ford is in keeping with
this unorthodoxy.

The 1909 sales pamphlet for the

new 'T" model made much of the

advantages of being LIID,
stressing better driver vision of

oncoming traffic and passenger

access to the kerb.

With Ford producing tens of
thousands of cars every month,

Americans were quickly exposed

to LHD, and found that they liked

driving from the centre of the

road. LHD was then adopted by

the majority of other American car

manufacturers.

With peace restored to Europe

after the First World War, a

number of Europe's car makers

catering for the cheaper mass

market also adopted LHD. For
example, Citroen (1919), Peugot

(1923) and Fiat (1932).

The more expensive and

prestigious European makes

retained RHD even for their home

drive-on-right markets, right
through the thirties and forties,

and some, notably Lancia" until
the mid fifties. This of course

explains why, in addition to
Lancias, vintage and classic

models of Delage, Delahaye,

Isotta Fraschini, Hispano Suisa,

Alfa Romeo, Maseratti and

Bugatti are predominantly RHD

Italy was not the only Keep to the

Right country where drivers liked

to drive from the kerb-side of their

car. In 1957 an organisation was

formed in Switzerland to push for

the introduction of, or more

correctly, the popularisation of
RHD cars, as it was not and is not

illegal to own or drive a RHD
vehicle in either country. Another

Italian anomaly is that trucks over

seven tonnes are required to be

Right Hand Drive, the logic being

that with the driver close to the

kerb side of the truck, it is easier

to keep close to the edge, leaving

more room for other traffic in the

centre of the road. AII very.__,cal

when you think about it.

Australia remains one of the few

countries in the world where the

positioning of the steering wheel

is for all intents and purposes set

by regulation. Each state has

slightly different rules for the

provision of registration of LHD
vehicles.

THE FORD PRAYER

Our Ford which art in het* .n
Hallowed by thy assembly line

Thy Henry come

And Edsel his son

To Geelong, as he was in Detroit
Give us, this day our daily gas

with lead

And toforgtve us our parking
tickets

As we forgive the bqstards who

stick them on our windscreen

Lead us not into potholes and

deliver us.from radar
For thine is the horsepower,

The roadtoll and the Mustang
Withfour on thefloor

VROOM, VROOM

Ford sets the pattern lot Left hand Drive tn Amertca in thls 1909 advertisement. As trdlflc was using
the right hand side ol the roadway, Ford c,almed wlth LHD the drlver ts then nearest the vehicte hi
is passlng, running ln an opposlte dlrectlon, When on the right he cannot see that wet!, and to guess
ls dangercus! Wtth the control on the left the drlvet and the lront seat passenger cdn step onlo the
clean curb where as with RH control they would walk around in the mud to the curb. Remembering
too a lot of cars hed spare wheels and conlrol levers outside on the drlverc side making exit and
entry not possible.
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BIRTHDAYS for DECEMBER: Birthstone: Turquoisq Flower: Narcissus

Des Addison, David Blewett, Judy Calleja, Jordan Cooke, David Lucas, John Moorehead

Kath Pepper, Alex Polley, Melissa Read, Merv Ward & Nina Williams.

Celebrate & enjoy your day!

FLOOR MATS: MAFC of SA are producing, from an original copy, pyramid style floor
mats for open cars. The front mat is $115; the heat shield around the pedals $20; the rear

mat for open cars $100 and the rear mat for roadster/coupe is $60. The front mats will fit
closed cars as well even though these cars originally had carpet.

The mats are made of polyurethane and will probably last around 2000 years (or the life

of your car.) These are a really good quality mat justified by the fact that Alan Jeffree &
Steve Read have already placed an order. Orders taken for first shipment 'til Feb 28,'98.

They will be made on an order only basis with money paid in full with order. Chqs &
orders to MAFC S,\ P O Box 202Tynte St, Nth Adelaide.

FOR SALE:
Powerhouse Generators, working
Price: $50ea Phone: SteveRead 0412924299

CLASSIC CAR SHOW: Organisers (CCC) of this event need to know our club's

intentions on this matter by the 12th January, 1998. PLEASE give your attention to this

immediately, and let Steve Read or John Hall know if you intend to display your car and/

or can volunteer for one of the positions mentioned in the Calendar. It is vitalwe get

some sort of response as we do not have.another club meeting prior to the advising date.

PLEASE RETURN to Steve Read, any parts and in particular books that you may have

borrowed over the last year or two. We have an extensive club library and a more than

capable librarian in David from which all essential material may be borrowed. Steve.

CONGRATTILATIONS to Chris & Leanne Wringe on the somewhat early arrival of
Caitlin Anne on 28. 11:97 weighing in at 3lb 9oz. Well done, another liule Model A
restorer. Grandpa & Grandma Jeffree are holding up well as is Poppa Mke.

CHRISTMAS DINNER was delicious. For those who did not attend missed out on a

terrific meal and a wonderful view. It was great to see some of our country members in

the big smoke. Dave & Ruth Lucas and Barry & Sylvia Bristow-Stagg joined us from
Northam and new members Barry & Joy Fowler from Coorow.

There was plenty to eat and also some prizes given away randornly by our able organiser

Edith Jef&ee and her able assistant, Germaine. We had two worthy recipients of booby
prizes, but we won't mention any names (Barry & Frank). Shirley presented everyone

with a gingerbread teddybear and somebody went home with the one that belonged to
Steve Read. Bring teddy back!! Most of us headed home around 3:30 - 4:00pm after a

very enjoyable day.
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ARK AUTOMOTTVE SUPPLIES PTY.LTD

U6/32 Hines Rrl. o'Connor Ph 3 L+ 77a8
or 7 Neil St, Osbome Pzuk Ph +,14 9a22

THT OI{T STOP PAITIT SHOP!

WE SELL TOP OUALITY
AUTOMOTIVE PAINTS, HOUSE HOLD PAINTS,

INDUSTRIAL PAINTS, THINNEHS, BODY FILLEB,

PAINT STBIPPEB, ABBASIVES, GOMPOUND,

POLISH, DEGBEASEH, PBESSURE PACK CANS,
POWEH TOOLS, AIH TOOLS, MIG WELDEHS,

SPRAY GUNS, SAND BI.ASTEBS,
PANEL BEATING EOUIPMENT, MASKING TAPE

ANB LOTS, MORE....

CUSTOM COLOURS CAN BE MADE BY flE MATCHING
WTH A FORMUIA FOH FUTURE REAUIHEMENTS!

Discounts apply for club members who present this advert upon the purchase

of products at both PARK AUTOS STORES...
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