
Year XV Number VI

o!-**

HENRY & EDSEL
Fred L. Henley's wonderful iltustration ol the men behind the machine

trom tie cover ol "The Restorer" lanuary/February, 7997

Next Meeting/Flun - January 22 - Keane/Lilla Streets, Peppermint Grove' 10'30am
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Sunday, January 22, 1995
'PArk on eorner of Keane & Lilla Streets, Peppermint Grove at 10.30am.

Take a picnic lunch (and moming tea if you get the munchies').

Sunday, February 19, 1995
Breakfast barbecue meeting - Park at Ley Street, Como at 7am.

Don't forget your cornflakes, sausages, eggs, champagne....

March 5, 1995
Avon Valley Mntage and Classic Fair, Northam. Disp{ays, Parts Swap, etc.

Sunday, April 2, 1995
CIASSIC CAR SHOW - Whiteman Park

Sunday, April 2, 1995
\Afialkatchem Mntage Tractor and Machinery Fair

July 14 - 20, 1996
1996 MAFCA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION iN CANADA

US$10 to Roy Bebee, BR#1 Sunderland, Lot 20, Concession 3, Ontario, Canada, LOC 1HO

A new veor and o new feature series,,,,

Here's what you've been looking for-an inex.
pensive-practical seat adjuster for the new Tudor
sedan that not only moves the seat backward or
forward, but also gives it a tilting or aemi,reclin,
ing position if desired. It makee ihe seat fit anery
driver, regardless of height, size or build.

W
Baclwrrd

CI)NSTR.UCIION:
Madc of rturdy orllerblc crrt,
inrt rnd folccd ilcl. tront
cnough to siihr:rnd eny rhocf
or rtnio, (l) Slottcd brrclcr.
wirh rhrcedcd rco, rcrcwt uD
into Ht; (2) Scrrttionr prc.
vcnt rlipping whcn thuab
rctcw ir tightcned: (l) Ro.
trtinS r.n, pivotcd in c7c of
f,oor brrclct; ({) Forfcd rtel
thuob rre loclr cnairc aucm.
bly 6rmlf togcthcr.

T['R,NER

ffi
Tilting

Oornmfv Sreall
Adjrister

RAY ABBOTT ENGINE RECOilDITIOHIT{G
* Specialising in Veteran and Vintage engines

* Gylinder Head $ervice * Reboring and Sleeving * Crankshaft Grinding
Becommended by MARC memher

r rThose Wonderful

^LINAUTHoRISED
AccgssoRlEs for Model A

by Murray Fahnestock

Ectablished 1975 18 RIO STREET, BAYSWATER 2t2 4566 54 yearr Experience



AfD A GREAT TIHI IAS fiAD BI Att ! "l(tth Decenber 199{

l'or tiose who did not attend our Christnras Dinner gathering, you-surely nissed a terrific night"
The weather cooled sonr:what from 38"C on the friday to around 25'C on Saturday, makinq a cooler
evening rrrith a siight hrnrze. Gernaine opened her backyard to a larqe gathcrinq of ltodol A friends
and what a night the,reffree clan had in store for us.

Host people had arri,red by seven o'clock and had devoured the nibbles and r,td a drink or two.
Arould seven thirty the food was ready and we iined up in our usual norderly, fashion to select fron
3 different lair'ls of r,tast meat, roast potatoes, bread rolls and se,reral s,:r ,iis. ituring the e,:ening
lots of spot prizes aere given aw;y, using the numbers 0n our name tags anC place mats. Those girli
had been busy! Edith had decorated a Christmas cal<e and Shirley had donated a choeolate house io be

raffled. Barrie sold ttckets left, right and ceritre tho, some neopie were hard to catch up rlrith,
chanqing seats. In the cake raffle when the winner's number was called. up junpe'i Tinmo. 'riilr
excitement, but llarrie h;d piayed tricks and issued two lrrts of raffle l:i':Xeti the same and a r,^cond
clain for the prize nas heard frou John Hac. The w.inner was decided in a truly Australian way - by

the tossing of a coin. Timmo uon and proudly carried off his trophy. The second l'..iffle for ure
chocolate house was'rllhout controversy and uas r,ron by [rank Farrelly.

Sweets were then relxi','i.o be nc,nsrrmed rrith four choices; enor.,(h i.: suit eleryorn. is we were

enjoying sweets, a c$i.ipl.e of invited guests tui.ned up with the tane excuse oi not knoring Germaine,s
address. Some peo;.ie I Tea, coffne anrl after cjinner mints were provided and then we u,,:ie suil,rirly
errtortained by Jaeh, '''ho di:essed in Poir.ce irnjfoi:m (arn,rn,i 1.920's era hy t;r" looks) after nslnolinqr

hecklers in the crowti. i:resenteii his rendition 0, "THg t,ittle Boys (In iliua;*. We could have i.*. d

his talents at the lrrr kaily Entertainment l{ighi . I

f,|an l. briefly thanied everyone for turning up, I, rrr'r;ind ll..ii,*iire ior ali their hard work, ancl a

littIe bit by Darren (his words, not uine) and wished everyone the best for christnas
and to enjoy the rest of the evening. WeIi - then the real fun started - party rrmes!!

I'l'il nen were invited io }ine up in qroups of four or five and were handed a potatu tied to a irnirilr
of string to be attacirt'l to their relt buckle or thereabout-s. 0n the groun,J, on end, was a matchirox

and the object of thf.,'''''' was to hit the matehbox rrrith the potato (hands behind their baeks); tiisb
0ile over the iine uas the winner. Some of tho;il pctato suinging actions...uell, you just had to be

there !

Tjl.: heat winners uoni: ,'lo a final with frenziffi string sr,ringing wittr |,like w. hrriug the ultjmate
uinner. For his sterrriilJ effort l,like uas presented uith a fr.llred paper t01e picture, once ag*in
kindly erafted and donated by fldith.
rrter Havis Barendse a*,i Laurel recovererl fron having hysterics and mopping the tears fron their
eyes, it rlas the iadiru'turn. [ach ].ady rdas requir;d to hold a zo ceit coin'between her knees,

",'addle to the finistr ; ina and drop the coin into a cup. 0nce again no hands. Several heats were

run and the finai Flai,6ri; $as flon by Louise. A beautiful franed uater colour of a dorelict buil.'tinq
sighted on the 1993 l,Jilriflor.ter run, painted and donated by Vi was the winner's prize. There uere
plenty of envious losers I

?!'ings calmed down i;r,r6 116 the rest of the evening rras spont chatting, drimrnq, eating Chrissy
cake and geltrally en;*i;ing the conpany. It r'rns qreat to see a few couples We,ue ngt seen for a

rshile: Ross & Alna, Kei,rin & Kath, Don & Vi, Bili & Dorothy and John & Iv1 anrl newer nenbers Joilrl i
i'ran, I'rank & Barbara .,r'i Ray & Caroline, along with our country members Barry & Sylvia.
ilaly thanks to Edilh, ;niriey & Vi for their qenerous donations, Barrie for coilecting rafi ln ni,:l;,
r1':r\ foa the entori,tlrirn,rt, tiie Eeat effort pui- in to the organLiation anrl presentation by the
Jeffree/Wringe fan.iitr;rnd the llodei A friends who chose to support lh4 snj,.r,:rhle nve1llg.
tETlS DO IT AGAIN ! !



The following irlportant article appeared in the latest
RESTORED CARS No. 108, Page 42. The Government has done
an about-face and some work is underway to reinstate tariff
concessions for early vehicles - but it is a slow process.
We will keep you informed.

ATJSTRALIAN FEDERAI-, GOVERN-

IVIIINT CLOSES OIIF IIVIPORTED CAR

PAITTS LOOPHOI,E BUT DISCRIMI-

I.{ATES AGAINST THE OLDER CAR

ENTHUSIASTMINISTEH FOR INDUSTFY, SCIENCE AND

TECHNOLOGY

SENATOR PETER COOK
NEWS RELEASE

GOVEBNMENT SEALS OFF IMPORTED CAR

PABTS LOOPHOLE

The Federat Gove.nment has today closed a looP
hole thal allowed cerlain imporlers ol car pans

duty-lrre Fnlry on some items.

Tho nrove will allow Australian automolive com'
ponenl manufaclurers lo plan their lulure invesl'
meni and manulacturing with conrldence and

cenainly.
Thp change to Auslralian Cusloms Regulations

menns imported passenger molor vehicle (PMV)

replacement parl; wtll nol be eligible lo toceive

duty-troe onlry through taritl concession orders.

Announcing lhe change, lhe Fedorsl lnduslry Min-

isler, Seniltor Peter Cook. Saad the new regulallon

would ensure lhe Governmenl's policy lor tho

aulomoiive sector remained consistonl.
"t,nder the Button Car Plan it was lhe inlenlion

thar lhe aulornotive seclor be excludetl from the

tir.itl cor)cession system," Senalor Cook said'
'However. a loophole has encouraged some

importcrs to seek laritl concessions lo the rJelri'

menl ol local rndustry.
"The new Customs regulation will ensule lhal the

rnduslry contlnues lo receive lhe level ol assts-

tance and supporl the Governmenl undorlook to
provide os parl ol lhe Car Plan.
"The Governmenl reaflirmed in lhe May liyhite

Paper lhflt lhe broad policy lramework lor lhe

seclor would remain in plsce until lhe year ?000.
"A revrcw ol lhe C.lr Plsn in 1996 will ptovide the

bnsis on which early decisions on Fost'2000

arrangemenis can be eslsblishsd."
"Today's announcemenl complemenls.ecent tariff
amendmenls which have tixed lhe general rale ol
duly a! 15 percenl until the year 2000, lor the

maiorily ot car replacement Parts.
"l arn conlident the changes announced today will

be wolcomed by industry as posiilve proof o, lho

Governnrent's tirm commitmenl lo providinq a

slabl€ and prediclable policy envir.rnmenl," he

said.
Tuesdav October 8, 't994

Throughout Australia, the At tMF repre-

sents ahout 9{),(}(i{l owners of lllstoric Vehi-

cles, ranging from vcteran and vinta$e

vehicles to popular classics of the I95r0's and

60's. Mr. Thnmpsotr said that virtually all

these owners will be disadvantaged, becattsr:

ahnost all use imported cuntponents to keep

them in roadworthy condition for linrited

cluh arrrl wt'ekcttd usc.

Despite the clainr in thc lllirristers media

release tlral the ttrriff ilirs hcing imposed to

protect thc lrx';rl ctttttlrttttcttl intltrstry, vtry
few parls atc nt.rrlt itr r\ustrllia litr llistoric
llotor Vclriclcs.

lvlr. T'hunpxtn suiLl:

"ll is ubsolttle ru)ns(ns('fitr lhe parls

industrg b cluim thot theu need proteclion

from intporled ports, u'hcn lheg hut'r' tn
intention of prrtclucitttt tht' ptrts ruhich nou

will heunnc suh.ie<'t ltt imprtrl turi[1.s."

"l').rcept fitr sorne more u'itlehl-usetl cotn-

ponenls .srrch c.s tttres antl halteries, local

mtuufucttrers tlo tutl rruke parls for enthu'

siasl pehicles such as lvfuxlcl 'l' l'ords, ltlorris

Miruns, or ttther liuropeun or .'ltrlericun cors

of the prt,-1970 pcriod. ht fuct lhe resloru'

tion iruluslru in lhis ctttorlrll u'ill bu ballg
.affecled d.! orrt r()r'.\' tlt:fer plons lo spertd hard

earnetl monell ott lheir tlreum car due to lhe

20o/o increase in lhe cost ofpurts. The oehicle

resloration industru h Auslruliu proboblu

emplolls us ,nanll people us lhe parts nrurt'

ufacturcrs &t,"
"Clerrrlu the I'linisler has btten gircn a

'snou joh' hg the ktcul purts induslru. The

introductiut ol' tarills is ohpiort.sllt againsl

the Gouemtnt:nt's brood policic.s of derequ'

lalion ortd lhe lrwnpetittlt dhout trude ut

AI'EC uxl as a result ol-G.lT'\."
"F'ollouting on the utlarlg uttjusliliad

increases in luttktd pctrol prices, lhis (kn''

entmenl hus ortttin sfunur ilsclf ltt bc uttcur-

ing of .lhe irtlertsls of histttic uehicle

ou,ners."

All those affected arc tn'ged lrt l"a-r thet Min-

isler on ()t;) 277 7(),90.

Thompson

PRESII)[N'I

As Terry Tltutnpson says, the (lorrcrnment or

the man responsible Scnator lle tcr Cook has

not taken into considcr:rliotl thc itrtltrslrr'

supported by the old car entlrusiast and has

only listcned to the parl-s irrtlustry people.

The increascd cost of parts scems to be yet

anothcr burden plnced on the older car

enthtrsiast, hy ihe grx'crrtnlent itr tlreir e ffrrrt

to Eiet older cars ofl the lrighways.

I catr't trnt.lerstand in this dav and age of

the cotttltttter that parts nunttlcrs carr't he

taketr, ttt decide the a,le of the l'clrrclc the

p;rrt suits. One oi the prohlcrrts crtnre tthen

sontr parts from sav, a 1955 Chn'rolet ViJ

errgirrt u'ill urrrk fitle in ;r 70's llrltltrr Vfl or

cvcn it 1)lI C;rtttaro. lltt.sctupttlolts illll)r,rlrIs
bring irr '?1100 water pumps statinA lll('v are.

tor 55 Cherl's, u'hich in fact I t'"rtple of

dttzrtt a 1'ear would well supplv lhu nr:rrkct

for this older vehicle' The prohlenr then

hccorlr,'s too difficult firr the likcs oi cttstoms

etc so llrev blanket tarriff all parts attd every

one p;rys tlre price. The fact is tio ntlrnufac-

turer rriill ttxtl up lor s;rles of ti itctns ;r vear

for a 'irZ ltiley, a '3ti C;rdillac or even a fiS

I.irrd Nlustang. Certainly u'e'd like to sce

nrrrrt prttducts made in r\uslralilr and r+r' 
"l

encourir1;r' this cominf ahottt, trtrt l"cal t -- '

ttfactttrtrs are o[[r:t-l stldont irrItrtstct] in

rrrakirr[ parts for oltl l"lulrlur.r lul alt.rrre

vint;rllt' \'ctcran or one of typc cars hcing

rc:\lurrrl hv lteoplt' lotl;n'.
AIIUIIIONAL INFORMATION ON fAHiFF

Our rei)r)nl fr)r,raia relcase was preparcil In 5arrlr' ll'tql'l

wltett wt' tlrst riiscov( locl lhat lhe Oovcrnttr-'rtl h'tr'l

aboirslr,,rl;tll l'artlf Concesston Orders provrtllrxl lor llro

larill'lrr,r {-"nlry ol molor vehrcle ( trnlponerlts we

believerl .rt llriri time that the acllotl ttrty have tesulled

lrom ll).J usual'anli-old-calr' rnr,uslry hrro

SrrLtsorluently we oblalnccl the Mrni'"ler':l merlla

releas;e indtcallng that thc moastires w('r* lillnn lo

'close a loollhole', anci we l)JVe srnce ltoar'l ll)ilt ltle

acliorr relaled to st(rpplng a rort perp(rtriiled by a

vehicle nlporter which could have looInrflr'''ed lile

'Bulton' cai manulacturing arrangement: Al lhls slage

il would appear that our problenr aro:ic lrom lhe

Governnrenl:s'shotqun' approach which cauqhl our

conccsslrxts in lhe blast.

We now havc confilmalion lhal, as a ;estlll of a very

orornl)l nilnroach wo maclo lo lhe Mlnlslcr' sonle work

ia,,,,1,,, *t,y Io lclnslalc l,trrll concessrolls lor early

vr,.hrcles. Tltil is tho good rl{rws, the pr()blenr$ are lhal

(ii we dori't know what lorm any new larrll

iorl"ottionu {or historic vehicles aIo lit(clv lo ulke' 'nd
(b) the pr(lcess may iake several months-tv

least

To hope to be elleclive in gaining the best otltcome

lor our inembers, we need to be unlhod tn whal wa

seek We also need lo relnforce the messaqe that the

larills ar{.} a matte, ol concern lo our large memt}etshlp

It would l)e helpful il you and your mtlnlhel clrlt's could

wrile oI lax lhe Minislel, sugqestlnq lhat r('rnslaled

taritf concesstons should irpply k) all lrnporlod

componenlry lntended lor vohi( les oliulnally

manirtactrlrecl over 25 years ago (whellrer 'new-old'

ato"1','gsr"l' or'reproduclions ).

We hrvr: constdered lhe cut-ofl aoe. whrle some

States hJvc a 30 year cut-otl. othcr lilitrt'i' llse 2'r)

vears iilld FIVA uses 20 years lnternallolrillly lrl lhose

crrcunrslirrrflts, the 25 ycar f lgure appears a

reasonirhl(' r;ompromise whlch is easrly arSued and

rlefend{-.d lot lhis and other national rsstres, eq NRTC'

It may lnleresl any members in lhe Pr'rc€ss ol

imonrrrlt l)arts lhat we have been told lh']t rl dtrty on

hrsl('rx. veflrcle Conlponenls becomt's p'lynlrl" aS a

conscouorlce ol lhe 'loophole closute (ttrrl v6vld t'nl

rcmaril payaDle alter the 'lldyrng'up prrro''cl 
.rl 

ls

rrrlenrlerd lhat re-imbursement will tlt' ;r''rr1:ri:le lrolll

Customs allerwards NB; We d( nol ltilv$ lhrs in

wirtrno and tl ls suggested lhal, rl anlone rs lhrnking ot

,nrunii,rru componertls and has any concorn, lhey

consr{i'r"rlclerrlrtg lherr purchase unlll lhr-1 ls linallsed

Neverlholess, rl appears we ate llkL'ly lo tlu

succo:;slttl bul your support can still asslrjl' Sond your

lotlers expresslng your concern lo:

S"nuto, P"t", C6oX, Minlster ,ot lnduslry Sciencet

iecr,rotuqy. Parliamenl Housc Canlrcrra' 2600 Or

lax hrm ott (06) 273 4104

Authoriscd bY Torry I'lmmpson'

Presidenl Sth Nov 1994

Conlec| Cadyn Walsh
L'linisters Ollice
U; 2'i 1180

1'hc,\rrstralian Ilistoric Motorin[ l:cderalion
(,\lllllil ltas rt'acted angrily tu ;t reccnl

atltl()tltlctmcnt h1' the Irlinistcrs for lndtrstry,

Scirrrec antl'l'echnoltrgl', Scnalor I)r:ter

Cook. tltat a l5 percent tariff rvill he imposed

on ;rll irnportetl motor vehiclc rrplartmcnt

p;rrts, wilhout cxenrPtirln.
'l'lrt' ,\l litllr l'rr:sitltnt. N{r 'l'ern' I ll(}rnpson'

s;rid t,,rl.,r'that the lrlinisters arhitrary actiorr

lrlrs deall a serious blow to o\\'ntrs trf historic

velriclt's and, nrore generally' to all owne rs uf

irupr,rlrd vehicles.
"Llrttil the I{inisters dtcision. it has

herrr p,rsstlrle to have autoll-lotive com-

rr)llr-nts cxempted from dutv on the

Hr()und:i thal no eqtrivalent part is rri;rcle

l,|rirll\' ()r llrtv are lbr vclricles ove r 25

1'ears of afe" Irlr. Thrlmpsotr s;rid.

Page |2-RES'\ORED CARS, No. 108

Joe Eostmorc

Cusron,f,
06 275 6383



FORD AA TRUGKS
Some History

From the May, 1981 issue of Australia's "Model A NewS'

Author unknown - possibly R.L. (Bill) Abbott'

There's a lot of history recorded for Model A cars, but not very much.for AA l-ll}-ton trucks. Being less

gtamoious, *O tot ing up more space ln your B.{rage,.truck rest6ration is nowhere as popular a hobby. The

;rrpd;;f'tiiir urii"r""ir i" iiv anci giv-9 ei truit<ies-a-bit of support and, hopeful.ly, to inspire some research-

minded readers of ytAa A News io fill in the gaps in the wriier's knowledge of ihe su.bje.ct - particularly in

;;i;ii; io itr" spe"ificarions of the Australian-ass6niUtea AA trucks. Some questions are asked - can you help the

Editor with useful articles or letters in reply please?

BACKGROUND
The period 1925-30 was one of majol development

and piogress in truck engineering, mainly due to the

thenhew availability of reliable, large, pneumatic tyres

for commercial vehicle use. Up until the mid-seventies

(should be 'mid-twenties'?-Ed), virtually all medium

and heavy duty trucks, and some light trucks, in the 1-

- ,12-ton class, were fitted with solid rubber tyres,

-limiting their maximum speed to about L5 - 22 mph-

They were usually powered with heavyr slgy--rev_v_119

4-cylinder engini:s, running at around 1300 - 1800

rpni, giving good torque and pullingpower, but_only

O'evetSping-a6out 1.3 -'1.5 tim6s theii t<AC rated HP.

Because good speeds were limited by qhe appallingly

bad ride oT the sblid tyres on the indifferent roads of
the day, truck power/weight ratios were low_, only
about 2 - 3 HP per 1000 lbs of GVW (Gross Vehicle

Weight). They liad to be heavily built to withsrand the

road shocks,-so their structural 'obesity' expressed

the chassis weight as a percentage of GVW, was about

45 - fiVo.
The popular sizes in the 'new' truck pneumatics are

tabuldted below, together with the modern equivalen[-

reduced to about 33Vo of the GVW. Four wheel brakes

became standard too - they were unknown on trucks in

1925.
Truck components fall into three broad SrouPs:-
1) The loari carrying components like: body, chassis,

frame, springs, axle housing, wheel_s and tyres,-etc.

2) Power pioducing and transmitting parts: the power

unit, transinission,-propeller shaft, axle gears and

shafts. Semi-floatingaxle shafts do double-duty, they

carry both load and transmit Power.
3) bontrol components: ste6ring gear, brakes, throttle,

linkages, etc. reQuired by the diiver to shrt, stop and

steer the truck.
In the high volume l-ll2 ton cla-ss, the related car

power uniiwas used; but for the load carrying group

(tl components, new and larger designs- were

necessary. Chevrolet used the car front axle on their l-
LtZ ton 1929130 six, but it suffered from premature

king pin wear as it did not have the reserye to carry.the

heaiier load on the larger wheel side thrusts. On short

wheel base 1-1/2 ton iobs, about 257o is carried on the

front, and 75%o of the GVW on the rear axle. The

payload is nearly IAOVo on the rear axle, as the centre

bf-loading was-either over, or only an inch or two

ahead of,Ihe ilde centre line. Wittr the long wheel base

option, where the payload celtre_ is usually 6" to L2"

ahead of the rear axlC, 4 a 87o of the payload goes on

the front axle.

THE I92A-29 MODEL AA
Published information on the AA is rather skimpy,

V.W. Page's 'Model A Ford' (9lyry"t H524) and

P.R. Woudenberg's 'Ford in the Thirties' have some

seneral descriptions, but no details of the development
-The 

first U.S. built AAs had an overhead worm drive

rear axle (probably an overgrown TT) with wire. spoke

wheels like the A, and it used the car Power unit with

the regular 3-speed transmission. They were available

only ii the 13 i-t12" w.8., and were fitted with 6.00-

20 iront tyres and 32x6 8-ply singlg rears. The wire

wheels were not designed for dual fitting, and probably

neither was the woni axle' you need 61n'minimum

track for duals to keep the load centre line over the

wheel bearings, and to blear the inner tyre from the rear

spnng.'Th; AA had some unique featutres: a frame with

straight side rails tapering-in PIU View from front to

rear.-Front springs were typical Fqd transverse type,

but rears were caitilever - a most umsual application.

Tyre Size

10x5

r-,2x6-8 ply
32x6-10 ply
34x1

l-oarl Rolling Rirn Size Current

Rating (lbs) Radius (in) Size

1700 
- 15.8 2O x3.75P none

1950 16.1 20x3.15P 6.*20
22C0 16.8 20 x 4.33R 7.W2O
2800 t7.6 20 x 5.005 1.fl-20

With pneumatics, safe road speeds rou_g-hly.doublel

and legial limits were raised too; in the UK, it was 20

mph on slids and 30 mph on 'air'. In turn these

hilher speeds required mbre power - remember the

basic formula that:

HP = Tractive Resistange-llbs) x Speed (mph)

so power/weight ratios went up to around 4 - 6
HP/1000 lbs GVW. To achieve these higher powers,

Gcylinder engines superseded the big old fours, and

in the lower eir,t of th'e market where-fours wcrc still
used, they ran at 22CfJ.- to 2400 RPM and developed

1.7- 2.O times their RAC rated HP. The sales people

called this new generation of trucks 'Speed Wagons'

(Reo) or'speedTrucks' (lnternational), as they could

move more tonnage faster, more safely and more

economically. In relation to their CVW, more payload

weight was'available, as the chassis weights were



Ford AA Trucks - continged...

This combin-ation of uprings gave a 3-point suspension,

very gocxl on uneven sttrfaces, giving mzuiimum rear rvhecl

traition and minimum frame twist. However, it did not give

the same stability against swaying with high loads as the

convcntional setni-elliDtics flore and aft.

I cannot recall ever iceing an AA with wire wheels and

worm axle - the first ones I iemember were carting bagged

cement from Mt Evelyn reil to the con$truction ol'the
Sylvan Dam east of Melbourne about 1929. They had

rvooden artillery wheels and a spiral bevel drive a,xle with a
pressed stecl hinjo housing. So, question one: did 3ny
Australian AAs have woffn drive axles and rvire s'hcels?

Tlrc s'irc- s;xrkc whcels AA-lOl5-AR wcrc uscd only
l'ronr l-l-2ti to 30-9-28, n'hen they wcre replaced by

AAC-1015-BZR Canadian Budd disc wheels for 3 months

to 3l-12-28. These were follorved by AAC-1995-R, thc

n'uilen spoke artillery Kelsey wheel for lV29 proiluction.

But whai d the rear axle? I'm pretty sure that spiral bevel

banjo housing unit was a Tunken-l)etroit (now Rockwell)

axli, as it hail the T.D.A. triangle trademark stampcd on

the dil'{'. co\/cr. Question two: was it a Tunken-Detroit
axle, and nas it a3l4 floaling or semi-floating type? Thc

hubs lookcd like semi-floating.
Concerning the front axle, apart from the hubs to suit the

truck u,hccls, rvas it idcntical u'ith the car, using l-314"
u,ide car-type front springs with extra leaves? V.W. Page

(p27) quotes: 'the front axle, front wheel brakes and

steering Fcar are substantially the same as passengcr car

units' --so, qucstion 3 is: horv 'substantially'? The truck

front axle k,ad is estimated at l850lbs compared with the

car at 1(r{U lbs.

The 3-specd car transmission rvith 3.09 first gear ratio
did not give sufficient starting tractive effort for a fully
ladcn trtrck undcr adverse contlitions - so an auxiliary 2-

spccd pl:rnctary-typc transntission was availablc on U.S.
jobs. T'his guvC an additional 1.47 rcduction, making low-
l'irst 3.09 x L.47 = 4.55. Whilst this rvas a useful

inrproverltent, it was not competitive with regular 4-speed

truck transmissions having a lirst speed ratio between 6

and 7 to 1. The auxiliary hansmission (described by V.w.
Pagc on p30) was opcrated by a toe and heel pedal on the

floor, Question 4: was this auxiliary transmission
available in Australia?

In November, l9?9, the 3-speed car transmission was

superseded by a heavy duty 4-speed truck unit, having the

following ratios: First-6.40; second- 3.09; third- 1.69;

top-di rect; reverse- 7. 82.

i-ord trucks used this transmissiort for years - right

through WWII to the carly 1950s. It was basically a

WarnEr Gear T9 typc, also l'itted to InLcrnational,

Brockway, Federal ancl Dearmond T trucks bctwcen

1930 and-1950. Qucstion 5: does anyonc knorv if this

4-speed unit was srrrnlied by Ford under licorcc?

The questions posed in the abave arliele gromptgd a

respohse in thi ne.{t issue of 'Model A Nctls'from
T.A. Iseppi of W.A.:-

Qucstion I - Ycs, thcrc wa^s such a truck hcrc in W.A-

in the 1930-33s. lt rvas trscd by thc W.A. Mrtin Rtucls

f)epartment as a bitumen spraying truck, and it was l.he

only one I have ever seen with wirc u'heels' We rvcrc told

at the time that these were superior to the usual wooden

wheels in general use at the time - this unit did a lot of
work during its stay In our district. Whether or not it was

a worm-driven dil't'crential I do not know, but thcrc is a

possibility. I askcd around my sch<xrl matcs rcgarding

this - some said it had worm drive, some said it didt

so I am not sure, but it definitely had wire rvheels iifid
also balloon tyres (as thev wcre knou'tr thcn).

Question 4 - Yes again. The Australian Gcar Box

was available here in W.A. - it was knorvn as a 'Jocy

Box' to us and I know of'one in operation on a flarm at

Serpcntine to this very day. The farmer has ttvo AA
Mtxlels with the original all disc rvhecls, onc not ntobilc.

This Joey Box was available in W.A. for arcttncl L?7-10,

was vcry easily fitted and really gavc thc tl'ttck a lot of
pulling po\.ver.-l 

owncd a 1929 AA rvith rvcxxlen rvhccls, Linrkcn dif'f'.

and axlcs and cantilcvcr springs; a \rct1/ servicc;tblc sct tlp
- ncvcr known Lo hrcak. Thc loud lvas carl icd on tltc
axlcs proper, nol l'loating, but they ltr'crc s()llllrrvherc

around 2-ll2inches at thc bearing shoulder. lncidcntally,
2 roller bearings rvcre fitted to each hub - onc lacirrg out

and one facing inrvards (cone-like) - a fabulous set-up. I

have never known an AA axle to fall and thcre u'c 5

trucks operating in this district at that period. Jusl lbr i6e

record, I had my AA motor rebored and crank ground,

big ends remetelled, new pistons, rings,, etc fittcd;all for
the princely sum o['f l0-10-0. Hou"r' iliat? '

KEEP LEFT
42 counties cltit,.'on the lefthand side of the road,

including: Japzn, U.K., Australia, South Africa,India,
Thailand. Indonesia, Ne:n, Zanland, Malaysia and Nigcria.

Therc arc innumerable explanations u'hy the majority ot'

countrics drivc on thc right - ranging from the tradition
o[ facilitating right-hand sword defence by approaching
rrdcrs to commemoration o[ a victory in which
Napolcon's lorces whceled to the right.
The invacling Romans qTlqlr qonQUered England always

marchcd on the left-hancl side <lf the road and this
practice has survived in Britain and consequently most

Commonrvcalth countries - but not ltaly!
As Napoleon preferred to march on the right, the legacy

is that l:rance and Europcan countries drive on the right.

Many' engineers rvho migrated to America rvere

European so 'keep right' bc,-,ame the rule in America. '

. 
,\,1j, , , ,' 1 1 LJltl,l 3i6Nltt- \rj i:,ltjrll( !"

xsign on the back of a newspaper delivcry ttuck: Don'l
follorv t<xl closely - you may end up in the newspapers.

xTaxation Olficer (intcrviewing Sherlock Holmes): "l
must say, these arc amazing deductions, Mr I'{trlnres'"

xA foolproof n,ny to make any horsc stand still you

placc a bet on it! .
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BIRTI{DAYS: HAITPY JANUARY Bf}r'IHDAY to the fo}lowing members:
max ANNEAR, Russell BRANDIS, Garry EVA, Barrie GUEST, Edith
JEFFREE, Roh KARRf-IIAVIES, Tony & Rita PARIN, Matthew READ
and Leigh SMTTH.

NEW HEI,{BERS: Kevin & Elaine BUTLER, LzO Keane Street, Moora,
6510 Phone: (09r:r) 531024.
Kevin & Elaine are the proud owners of a fu1ly }icensed,
unrestored L928 Phaeton. The car still has the original
paint. They also have a Ford Motor Co. Caravanette to match,
rnade in 1924.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Davi-d & Pat BUSSARD
L24, Wandoo Drive, Baldivis, WA 6171.

have moved to Lot
Phone: 524 1086.

RESIGNATIONS: Peter & Janice DOW of Ravensthorpe.

FOR SAIE: 1928 MODEL A TUDOR. Licensed, excellent condition
Price negotiable.
TANDEM CAR fRAl.l,!lR with winch. Good condition. Licensed.
CONTACT: Mike COOKE on 409 9260.

C}IRISTT,IAS DINNET GOSSIP: lVho spent half the night and some
of the next day looking for car/work keys only to discover
some'Copper'had made off with them under the pr:etence rrl
thouqht they hrere minerr ! ?

Which panel berater and wife arrived late to the pi:i.Ly not
talkitrg to each other because both thought the ottrer knew
the address AND had part of their disagreement rccorded on
an answering maclrine !?

Who, belonginq to Ehe SES, had to spend Saturday night
fruilding sand banks up the coast instead of joining his wife
and daughter for ar great time at the Christmas Party.l?

l{hicir i-rad boy trrud to sabotage COOKIE's winning wiggle in
the potato race by grabbing" his-SPUD!? HOT POTA't'ri!...and
then, tried to confuse the ladies' race by throwing extra
coins onto the ground.?

HANY THANKS to Alan Jeffree for taking over the photocopying
of the December nern/s letter so promptly when the club's
machine decided to devel-op indigestion mid-way through the
t\agazine.
f'or those who were wonderin!, or even noticed, the blank
page in the newsletter - your's is not the only one, they
were all the same. There's many a slip betwixt the cup and
the 1ip!

discussed at JANUARY 1995 MEETING and voted on
1995 MEETING. Copy of updated Constitution
be included with FEBRUARY newsletter.
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MAIL ORDER CATALOGUES
ln 1927 Sears, Roebuck suggested that Ford (Model T) and

Chevrolet owners consult the Automobile Accessories section

which included 'clear vision' celluloid side windows for

roadsrers and touring cars of 1923-27 vintage - $11.95: 'all the

advantages of a sedan.' ln t931, with saddles, cream separators,

windmifis and chick harchers, sears made a big thing of their

own Allstate balloon tires and replacement radiators, fan belts

and so on for Model A's and other automobiles. For 57.95

you could buy a 'power takeoff' for your Ford engine and

ichieve'from 5 to 12 HP for grinding or sawing.'

Fox Film Stars: Janet Gaynor (Ieft, in an 'All-wool soft finish6d mannish coat'

for $9.9O and Madge-Bellamy (in an All-silk flat crepe'outfit for $6'95)

mode[for a Hamitton Garment Company's 1929 advertisement' '

When Ford Scrapped 'Em, Nothing Was Wasted
1930 was a particularly bad year for auiomobiles. cnrsher and sending lhep. qff to be remelted. Like

In addition to the 
'6"pd;i;n, 

Henry poro the proverbial pig of which everything was used

U"ti""J that a large part df ttre reason for stagnant but the squeal, nothing was thrown away.

sales was that too *i"y;ia ;; ;il still ruinin g The cars 
- 
we-rJplaced in a progressive

around. He reasoned itrat il they were scrapped] "disassembly line". Tie tyres were removed' and

the market for new cars would be stimulat#. So all the oil ind gas were- drained and salvaged.

iitr"t;ttmassive wrecking progrqrT. Grease was. scrafed.out and saved. Theteadlight

A Jun6, 1930 newspapei #ticre"said: "Following lenses and lamp'bulbs were recovered. The spark

trii 
-rviilniti" 

*rc'.[Ing oi-ro1t than 
-18,005 plusi and batt]ry were 

PkP-t ?]-l-lt].9^lS: :3
antiquated moror cars, ihe Ford Motor Co. has carefully rem_oved, any whole pigce.s ol llsql$ 

stze

announced that it is now increasing its facilities for were saved for glazing in Forcl Plant bullolngs'

.diiiiriii"gtt"*oit onamoreex6nsivescale. Broken bits were sent to the Rouge glass tactory

"At preient a force of 120 men at the Rouge for remelting'

pl*t, 'Dearborn, dismantles these uppur.nily 
^ 
Even old floorboards were used, senl to the box

worthless hulks at the rate of 375 cars'every 16 factory to be used for the-tops of crates. Only then,

hours.,, ' finally, was the steel melteil doum for use in new

Ttris was no simple mashing of the junkers in a Ford cars and trucks: '

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

