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Next Meeting/Flun - meet at Mends Street Jetty, South Pedh, November 20, at 9.45am

Year XV Number IV NOVEMBER 1994

This Club is the WESTER N MODEL A-s Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America, Inc.

MAFCA - 250 South Cypress,la llabra, Califomia, 90631-5586, USA. - Foreign meinbership:- US$24.00 per year.

OFFICE BEARERS: President: ALAN JEFFREE (275 4106). Secretuy/Treasurer RAY M4HOILY_(n1-7q9.
Vice-Presidenr; STEVEREAD (459 42N). VehicleExamina; SIEVE READ (459 42N)..E<liror:BEVAN SIIARP (339 N82).

VIEWS E(PRESSED HEREIN ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF M.A.R'C' of W.A.



Sunday, November 20, 1994
Mends Street Jetty, South Perth at 9.30am for 10.00am departure. Two-

and-a-half hour run, inc moming tea - lull tank. Ma< and Dora Annear,

November 12, 13, 1994
Bendigo Swap Meet

Saturday, December|0, 1994 - Christmas Dinner
48 Michael Street, Yokine, 6060, 6.30pm - spit-roast dinner.

Organised by Edith Jefffee (275 4106) and Germaine Wringe (349 420gl

Saturday, December 31, 1994
Great Western Festival- contact Ray Mahony if interested.

March 5, 1995
Avon Valley Mntage and Classic Fair, Northam. Displays, Parts Swap, etc.

Sunday, April 2, 1995
CLASSIC CAR SHOW - Whiteman Park

Sunday, April 2, 1995
\Aflt'alkatchem Vintage Tractor and Machinery Fair

July 14 - 20, 1996
1996 MAFCA INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION iN CANADA

US$10 to Boy Bebeo, RR#1 Sunderland, Lot 20, Concession 3, Ontario, Canada, LOC 1HO

OdoAai, 1930

The world's biggest airship burst into flames shortly
after 2.O5am near Beauvais in France. She was 777ft long,
hcr gas bags, made of bullocks' intestines, bulged with 5-Ll2
million cu. ft. of hydrogen, and as she was on her maiden
voyage, she wa.s immensely difficult to control. Only 6 of the

54 observers and crew survived. Among the dead was the Air
Minister [,ord Thompson. When pressed about the R100's expected poor perforrnance prior to the
voyage, he'd said: 'Except for the millionth chance, she's as safe as a house.'

On October 6,19?J7, the silent film era ended when the first full length'talking picture' opened in
New York. The Jazz Singer, a twenties'weepie' starred AI Jolsen singing such numbers as 'My Mammy',
'Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye' and 'Blue Skies'. The soundtrack was almost entirely music and apart
from one soene therc wasn't supposed to be any other dialogue. However they'd reckoned without Jolsen
who after one song ad-libbed the quipped prophetically' You ain't heard nothin' yet!'

On October 21, IV31, Al Capone's career ended when he was sentenced to I 1 years for ta:< evasion
and was carried off to the cage wearing a heather-coloured suit. For a while at least, he was able to
continue running his'organisation' from jail. He was put in a one-man cell with a private shower, allowed
to make phone calls and was visited by his 'associates'. Two of his important guests were warring New
York gangsters Lucky Luciano and Dutch Schultz. Capone had summoned them for a peace conf'erence

and it was held in the death chamber with Al presiding in the electric chair.

On October 23, 1933, Dillinger scooped his biggest haul from the Central National Bank in
Greencastle, Indiana. While a driver waited in a Studebaker tourer he put $75,3& into a sack. Noticing a

customer at the counter with a stack of dollar bills he asked:'Is that your money or the bank's?"Mine'
replied the man. 'Then keep it,' said the self-styled Robin Hood, 'we only want the bank's'

From "Today's The Day" by Jeremy Beadle..
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COOKE's COUNTRY CANTER
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th was a great day -

just as ordered - sunny and warm! Centrepoint,
Midland came alive with MARC members all
decked out in the new YELLOW Club tee-shirts
(including the Barendse's who did an undercover
strip in the car park) - shame none of us were quick
enough to get it on film! Mavis then complained all
day that she couldn't find Lionel among all the
yellow tee-shirts!

The run up the hill, through to Sawyers Valley,
then through the back blocks via Mt Helena, lake
Lrschenauftia, Chidlow townsite, and along Lilydale
Road and beyond to Toodyay Road was a really
pleasant amble. Unfortunately the wildflowers were

not out in abundance but the 'green' of the

countryside was enjoyable.
All arrived at Noble Falls safe and sound and

enjoyed chatting and morning tea down by the

riverside. The Falls were bubbling over quite
strongly, with a nice pool of pollution building up at

the bottom.\/ Route Sheet f2 was handed out. "Hey - that's a

long way to the Laurie's property", commented one

meirber. "Oh, no, it's only tetr minutes up the track;
John says it's a short route", says [-aurel. Okay, so

trustingiohn l.aurie's words via the rally _organiser, all
set off-for the ten minute drive and some forty minutes

later staggered into the Laurie farm. "Longest_ten
minutes 

-l-ve ever known" was almost a standard
comment on arrival.
However, all was forgiven as lunch was eaten under the

shady trees on the Laurie's rather freshly-mown- lawn.

Musi say the yellow tee-shirts added to the qlre-qdy

colourfui gard6n - and Mavis still had trouble finding
Lionel!

Meeting was short and enjoyable - wonder the

Secretaryiould make head nor tails of the notes. The

kids waridered about feeding horses, eating mulberries
or driving the farm buggy - having a great time.

The SIiORT run back home was easy and, from all
accounts, everyone had a super day and enjoyable visit
to the laurie's farm. Thanks for the great hospitatity

Fat and John - we will do it again one day. 
EISIE .

KINROSS RALLY DAY
30th October, L994

The weather was fine as over 200 cars assembled

at the Causeway car park. Organisation was a bit of
a shambles as drivers tried to get themselves into
number order and leave on time. Several of our
members were sent off without rally sheets and

tried following others to get to Fremantle for our
morning tea.

After a twenty minute stop at the Esplanade
(perhaps a little longer for some) the cars set off on
a long winding, but interesting, rally to Joondalup
Arena The Governor General thanked us all for our
participation and unveiled a plaque to commemorate

\-' We had lunch and caught up with other Club
members for a chat and left around 2.30pm. It was

great to see fifteen of our Club members in their
Model A-s, while a couple of others preferred to
drive other makes of cars. For those south of the

River it was a long journey home but our South
Geraldton friends were closer and no doubt were

home in trventy minutes. By the way, interesting set

of rally directions! ['m glad I wasn't the only one

who couldn't understand them first off:-

VEHICLES FOR DISPLAY
AT TRANSPORT MUSEUM

WHITEMAN PARK

Exhibits of vehicles, memorabilia etc, from 1890 to
199O will be rotated.

If you can spare your treasure for a month or two
please telephone Exhibit Coordinator Dave Read on

2989033.

Obtain a copy of the relevant form from Secretary

RAY MAHONY or send the following information to

David Read - 205 Bailey Road, Glen Forrest,6ffi1.

Make, Year, Model, EngineT5ipe, HP, Bore, Stroke,

Displacement, Wheel Base, Weight, Fuel

Consumption (approx), Transmission, Top Speed

(approx), Owner's Name.

Attach a brief history of the vehicle (previous owner,
' where found, what condition, when restored, etc).

Please also supply a photograph for the records.

If you have more than one vehicle, send separate

details for each.

Owners name and address will not be published' 'relBp[-" - *KSO" - "RAD" ..... LOUISE.

Celebrating 70 years of the Model A Ford in Australia

Around Australia bv Model A - May to October, 1998
The event co-organiser, Neil Phillips, has'received a letter from MrTim Johnstone of 214 Nolana, McAllen,

Texas 78Oil,USA who would like tti participate. Tim's hope is that he can either lease a Model A for the event'
part of the arrangement could be a'rebuift engine ship:ped to Australia - or, as a last resort, p-urchase a

ioadworthy, rgstoied Model A capable of completing the journey. Tim 
1s 

5! yqrp gf .age 
and has dore many

thousands of inites in the U.S. toirring in Mod'el e-i. He has been involved in Model A.s for over 30 years,

including two Buccessful restorations. Please contact him direct if you can help. .
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bY JACK ond
I don't know how a group of oldies, or non-mechanical

people, would ever stirt the three-cylinder Lister diesel

bngine - but Alan and Jim managed.0'nder my guPer^

vision). So we had power for the fridge and lights' A

donkev wood fire sfpplied hot water for showers qndt

uft"iil" settled in, Jini iit the barbecue and we all cooked

our steak, chops and sausages. We later sat around as

darkness came and talked about our trip and our thoughts

were with the Stitts and Bristow-Staggs, where were they?

Suddenly two yellow candle-like headlights |Pffared; i1

was Ray ind Ciroline in the Roadster. They had arrived

after rvelding repairs in Morawa. A good effort to navigate

and dodge ;roos and emus. Th,ey were made welcome

and, afte-r showers and food, all turned in for the night.

Don't you believe it, at 11.30pm- the Bristow-Staggs
arrived in their 4-wheel drive with the Model A on a
trailer. They had, in fact, flown back to rygfthlq'Pi".k9d
up the Nissin and truiler at the uiryqtt 3nd he{e$- straight

bick to Mullewa to load up the'A'. At the Shell service

station Barry did some fancy reversing and. pr^omptly

backed ovei the bowser. Oh boy; how to win friends!

Anys'ay, no damage to the Nissan_o-r trailer and dogs

rveie locked up io Barry was OK. After lots of
handshakes and bpologies they left for Wooleen. Is that

the end of their Jtory? No way - exciting trip isn't it?.

Along the gravel a bi!; kangaroo (you guessed it) decided

to trf and-iump into the-Nissan without opening the

driv6r's sid-e ddor. Again, no serious damage and-they

proceeded to Wooleen at I 1.30pm; just in time for Barry

io celebrate his birthday before midnight.
What a day they hadi timing cog stripped, aircraft ride,

damaged bdwsei kangaroo..-. I did hear Barry 
lu.y:. 

"1'T.

goingfto open a bottle of'champagne bglore midnight."
Wel[ all tlie ladies were out of bed in a flash with glasses

at the ready. Nina went past my room holding out her

glass and tooked like the '[,ady with_ the [amp'.. 
.-Anyway, 

several corks popPed and stori.es and laughter

filleil th6 air until 1.30ah when all decided enough of
Barry's (?) birthday. Personally, I think everyone was

hoppi, and relieved that everybody was together agaiq.

Next morning Alan and-Tony were busy repairing a
puncture on Alan's Tudor. Ladies all okay Tg u

lommunity breakfast in the kitchen was lots of fun:

balancing-bread on the old wire toasting forks and

dropping a few slices of bread on the floor as we toasted

over the coals.

After breakky a walk to the windmill and tanks, then to

the shearing stied with its half-round corrugated roof. The

high roof was to accommodate the old wool press. The

shEd was built in 1922 and the roofs were riveted together

not rvith pop rivets but old-fashioned rivets requiring
someone on-both sides of the root'. The younger membcr

of the roof team was slung under the roof in a rope

harness while the older (and wiser) member poundecl the

rivels into place.
After ldnch we decided to drive to the Murchison

Settlement, visit the small museum and refuel for the long

trip home. Ray was left behind Qut caught up later..l

beiieve the Murchison is the on'ly'shire in Australia

without a town. Settlement was proclaimed in July, 1988

anrJ houses the Shire office, museum and single

. Port fwo of

A MODEL FIVE.DAY WILDFLOWER TOUR TO WOOLEEN STATION
MAVIS BERKSH IRE

business:- the Murchison Roadhouse Caravan Park'-Fi"iutCt 
in the Museum showed 1912 belt-drive

fhumnfr motorcvcles and belt-drive BSA with a wicker

oi 
"inE 

tia""ar ('very interesting to ride in the mud and

sand I would ttiinf). A big'wheeled solid tyre truck,

loaded with wood and a fleet of 1924 Buick ears' A

,ounn soldier bv a l9l2 Model T waiting to go to Yuin

Statidn on leave prior to going overseas in the l9l4l18
War. Wonder what happened to that lad in that terrible

slaughter of a 'war to end all wars'?

Oriour return to the shearing shed, Tony repaired a flat

tyre whilst the ladies prepared orr communlty cass€role

tea; or should I say 
''banquet'? 

Barry agEit! produced

moie champagne, irying io keep his -birthday 
going'

After tea- iotel ana liughter' Tony held a competition to

see which-couple had the best decorated banksia base'

Nina won buf shared chocolates with all. Tony rvas

thanked by all for his presentation of vases which he

makes as i hobby. I pldyed my mouth organ.and -ade
everybody rush off to bed.

Next morning a good, early start towards the black

road. Before leaving, Brett and Helen Pollack arrived to

take photos of the cirs lined up at the shearing shed for
possible promotional use. Pitythey hadn't invited us to

iook at t6e homestead so we could do the same thing if
people asked about meals, accgmmodation, etc. Alyway,
it was time to leave with a full day driving of about

200kms to the black road of Highway 1.

We followed a gravel road which weaved-through the

beautiful beds ol-a rather dry Murchison Rivcr where

plants and tropical trees bloomed, worthy o[ a longer

look.
I had a puncture but we soon changed thc wheel and

were off dgain. We passed through a small statiott where

the owner-seemed surprised to see so many Model A-s.

All reached the black road okay with all luel gauges at

the big '0'. Ray ran out of fuel 3kms from Binnu BP

Roadhbuse. Atter refuelling we whistled down the -oad

to Dongarra, our overnight stop. Dongarra to$'llHir -,vas
first srlrveycd in 185r, and by 1854 the -European
population was 350. At Dongarra a good motcl and meal,

ilds a few drinks, compleled the day.' 
Our journey next day was to Leeman- as guests of

Barry ind Sy[via for morning tea at-their beach house -

thanfted Uy itt for their hospitality. Leeman rvus named

after Dutchman Abraham Leeman t'an Sanlivits. We left

Barry and Sylvia there and proceeded to Badgingarra

Roadhouse f6r lunch and the famous 'Badgie Burgers'.

The Smiths and the Williams also left us here for Perth,

while the Stitts, Parins and Berkshires decided on a mini

wildflower tour on the way home. Several stops were

made by Tony and Rita along the road while Tg-ny

explained the flowers to us. The Stitts left so, after coffee

wilh Tony and Rita, we went on our way home.

It was iather sad to say goodbye to a grcat bunch of
people'with whom we had spent so malY hapP)l hours.

iog6ther and we must thank Alan and June Srnith and

Jim and Nina Williams, the organisers whcl hcld it all

together. In conclusion, on behalf of Mavis and myself:

thinks to you all for a great 5 days of fun and friendship,

and above all; good clubmanshiP. '
-4-



LUBRIGATION & PERIODIG
MAINTENANGE

All items are to be lubricated
unless otherwi se noted.

EACH 5OO MILES
o inspect radiator hoses
o adiust fan belt
u inspect fan br crack
n change crankcase oil - if not using filter
o check tan blade looseness - side play
u testwindshieH wiper
o checkwifer blade rubber

EACH I,OOO MILES
Lefi Highl
u u front spindles - upper and lower
u q steering tie rodq u fiontbrake camshafis
u u fronl spring shacklesn u front shock links
u o rear spring shackles
u u rearshock linK
u u rear brake camshafrs r

u n rear wheelbearings
o do all500 mile items
n lest emergency flasherc z
o test wheelbearings for looseness, spin e

o lllhten accessory mountings (windwings)
o tighten spring U-bolts, front and rear q

o lklhten allwheel lug nuts
o lest lights (head, stop, dash, tail, etc)
u inspectengine compartmenl cotter pins
n lnspect allbrake system cotter pins
n inspect allsteering system cotter pins
o service brake cross shafl
u parking brake cross shaft
o engine control linki:ints
o wipe out headlight sntitch
o door dovetaib (light coat of Vaseline)
u door striker platm (same)
n door latch mechanism and bck

(white graphite)

Just like your body
your Model A Ford

needs upkeep,
needs regular

o U-joint s inspecl main leaf springs br cracks
n check lubricant in ditferential o repack upper ends of shock linls
u check lubricant in transmission o te$ parking brake for hoH on hill
o check lubricant levelin steering gear u drain & flush radiator - clean waterg
u fan bearing

o go over entire fuelsystem for leaks
o check entire exhaust system br leaks
o clean distributor cap, lid, rotor and

check each for cracks
u check steering wheelfree play -1" max
o battery high dlscharge test s
o check battery with electric tester
o clutch pedalbeadng
o brake pedalbearing
o drag link (both ends)

n water pump bearing
o check for tight electric connections o

u distributor shafi (filloiler)
o dbtrbutor cam (very l[ht coating)
o check points gap (0.18'to .022')
u checkpoints for pits, misalignment
o remove crank from lront of engine
o generahr beailngs
o clean and reoilair cleaner - if fitted
o clean battery cable clamps - Vaseline
o tighten battery ground conneclion
n oilhorn bearings
u clean horn commutator
o clean generalor commutator, check

brushes

EACH 2,OOO MILES
n do all500 and 1,000 mile items
o check shock flukJ

o inspect starier commutator, brushes
u grease steering gear sector shafr
u examine tyre wear, cracks, damage
o clutch release bearing - urder floor
u check engine timing e
tr remove crank from front of engine
n adjust servi:e brakes

EACH 5,OOO MILES
n do all500 and 1,000 mile items
o check headlight bcus and aim
n drain, flush, refilllransmission
u same for differential
u tighten engine, chassls & body nuts
o front wheel bearings;clean, inspecl,

pack
o inspect front brake drums, linings,

spnngs 10

D spark plugs chan and regap (.035')

n give cooling $ystem chemicalflush s

s drain tuelsediment bowl EACH 10,000 MIIES
o clean carburettor'filter screen o do allprevious items
o oil main throttle shaft - rear of engine n clean, inspecl, pack rear wheel
u door hinge pins (drop of light oil) bearings
o dmr hools (sare) o inspect & clean rear drums, linings,
u check clutch pedalbr 3/f free play springs ro
o check tail light lens mounling screws o lubricate speedometer cable
o test ground wire On all power toob z o polish headlight reflectors

1 - Rearwtrcel bearings and rear brake operating shafts must not be over- the exterior metal case of the tool and the ground prong of the hte+prong plug

lubricated. These areas, akeady subject to oil seepage past the axle (witrplugpulledoutof wall outlet), Evenaftermakinghbtest,hesafepractioeis
housing seals, have a tandency to drip luMcant onto hake drums. n€vor to toudt he tool wfiile standing on a damp surlaoe or while touching or

2 - This conooms he batteryoperated portable red frashers some owners standing on any mehllic or wet object' as ground circuiB wihin your shop or
catry fr road emegencies. garago are mt atways relhble.
3 - Be sure lhere is no excessive loaseness in the fronb, pnd no gritty E - Avery aurrate way to see exacty when distibuhr poinb open is h hook up a

soxd o drag in any. &voll DC voltmeter across he poinb. Wih ignitlon on, he meter n€edle will jump

4 - The lage tl-bolh holding the leaf springs to the cross frame members from zero h about 6 volb at [re instant he poinb open. Whm notperbrmiry hh
stpuld b€ kept wry Ught at all times. Thie is a precaulion against craekg ln tosl, ksep lgnition ewitotr off, or slip a piece ol papr betmen the poinE to keep

ho sorr mrmbon rnd hohcn rprlnp, httcry fromdldurgtng hrou$ ho aoll prknlry winding,

5 - Che* eadr cell with a high'di#rargo tostor; tris shows whether he 9 - Drlin radiator im-mddlateflatter runnlng engine loribout ten mlnutet, eo fiut
batery will hold its voltage under acfual operating loads. sediment and loose scale will be stined up into the vuater, Do not pour cold waler

6 - To t€st lor tightn€os, try to wiggle the connections with your fingers, if it into a wam engine, if hot water is not available, allor engine to complotely cool

gives, tighten it. Check also that he wires ara not loose in their oimped on belore reftlling,

terminals. Look lor frayed or crad<ed insulation, and lor spots nfiere wires 10 - Clean ev6ry traco ol greise from brake drums and brake shoe lining with rags

r6t against metal to cause wom ineulation, Open up tre junctlon box and dampened in laquer thinner, Dry ofi with dean, dry tags. Aleo romove aIry exces$

deck lor these items. grease from bearings, bushings and backlng plates, so hat none will hter drop

7 - This obviously has nothing to do with he Model A but is a good deck dovtrn onto drums or shoes. With everything sanilary, inspect for scored drums,

lor the restorer. tbe ohmmeter to see that there is NO resistance between uorn linings, broken springs. .
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History
The earliest automobiles were motorised carriages.

Many rvere made of wood and were manufactured
one-by-one. Even the mass-produced Model T-s rvcre
mctly rvood structures, rvith metal panels attached. In
the I920s, Ford developed some welded steel
structures. The Tudor, introduced in 1923, was
possibly the most advanced example o[ body
engineering in that era. The corvl, doors, sill structure,
quarters and back had very little structural wood. The
roof structure, door posts, etc were rvood because the
top and trim tabrics had to be tacked to something.
This concept lvas carried into many of the Modcl A
designs.

The change to "all-steel" construction was essenl.ial
for high production. Steel parts could be stampcd out
in large qr-rantities and identical dimensions. Any scrap
could be reprocesscd. The stcel parts could be spot
rveldecl together and were "instantly" ready l-or the
next stagc o[ assembly.

Wotd parts had to be cut onc-by-one. Thc ntorc
conrplcx thc part, the longcr it ttxrk to shapc. The scrap
wood rvas only usable for smaller parts. The rvood
structures had to be carefully fitted together, glued,
scren,cd and allorved to dry. The metal panels had to
be nailcd into place and the u,ood often had to be
treatcd u,ith a preservative othcr than paint.

Then rvhy weren't all Model A-s built "all-steel"
construction? Because, just as stcel cons{.1'uction was
essential to high ploduction, the reverse was true -
high production was nccessary to make "all stcel"
construcLion fcasible. The nTachines and dies to stilmp
out steel parts were expensive. The cowl sections and
the doors (of certain low-production models) were
steel assemblies because the combined production
madc them l'easible. For cxample, Victorias and
Convertible Sedans used identical, all-steel lloors.

The table with this article shorvs the relationship
betn'ecn production and structural design. Ncarly
every bodl'type with production over 100,000 units
used the all-steel construction. The total for Torvn
Sedans and Fordors (3W) is ovcr 400,000, but the
Briggs and Murray sedans were not identical. Ford
eventually changed to all-steel constructton on the
1931 sedans (160-A,B,C) but their production
remained low because the country was hcading into
the Creat Depression. . ,'.,i,,

There is an intriguing story hidden rn the

Al U*t"t'A-s were not created equal! ?,tanyan amateur restorer, fresh from successfully rebuilding a

99uW, or Tudor, tackles a Cabiolet or Town Sedan only to l'ind it's a "diftetent animal." They find that some
Model A b<tdy types have v,od-s$acrurcd bodies.

About a third of all Model A-s produced have extensive wood in their structures. This means the body siil
structute, d<xtr posts, belt and roof rails are made of u,rnd. On some, even the door structures are wctod. These
include some of the most interesting, lotv-production body types. As the number of well-preserved sun iving
cars diminislres, resforels arc forced to work tvith vehicles wliich have extensively damaged rsr missing wrnd.
For the hobbyist with the ight equipment and wcxfi-tvarking experience it can b a satisfying challenge.

from etThe Restoreft
by Phil Allin

development of the Fordor Sedan. (See "The 1929
F<trdor (60-A)" in the May-June, 1978 "The
Restorer".) The missing Fordor at the time the Model
A rvas introduced, ernd the eventual release of the Taxi
(135-A) with all-stcel doors (but wood sill
construction) convinces me that Ford ran into trouble
with the all-steel Fordor design. If Ford had perfected
the body engineering of the three-windorv 192
Fordor, we probably wouldn't have seen the nine
variations over the next three years.

Ford contracted with several body buildcrs to
produce certain modcls. These body builders used
u'ood-structured designs. The major two cclmpanies
rvcrc Briggs and Murray.

There were, of course, some Model A-s Lhat wcre
"all-wood" - the Station Wagon, Special Dclivcry and
Marl trucks. These are another story....

Construction
The side sills are thc major structural mcmbcrs of

thesc bodies. Typically, these are l-l/2 inchcs thick
and 4 to 9 inchcs r,vidc. Thcy are joined by wrxxl cnrss
members of similar thickness, usually with mortise
and tenon joints that are strengthened by wood screws.
The wooden lock pillars are usually jointed to the sills
with metal brackels. Lrkewise, at the top end, the lock
pillars join the roof rails r.vith metal brackets screlve
or bolted into place. Parts with a lot of curve, such as-
the belt rail tack strips, were often built up ol'several
pieccs. Where wood was joined to wood, such as top
ribs to the roof rails, a partial lap or lap tenon loint rvas
uscd and secured by a wtrcd screw.

Various types of hardwood were used, although oak
was probably the cheapest and strongest. Large
structural parts, such as the side sills, rvere oltcn built
up l'nrm several picces. This included using trvo 3/4
inch boards to build up the thickness. Splices in long
picces were usually made rvith finger joints.

Since there would be very little of the woocl cxposed
in the linished car, some surfaces were left rough. On
sonre models, the exposed wood under the body was
trcaLcd with a rvood preservative, but others appcar to
have no finish. The metal floor pans mounted between
thc n,ood sills appear to have been paintcd black
(belore installation), but o[ten picked up considbrable
ovcrspray when thc body u,as paintcd. Lacquer
docsn't stav on bare u,ood very well.

' catttinued >



Deterioration
' The most common cause of'the wood breaking down is

water. Probably the most frequent lorm of deterioration
on closed Model A-s is a rotten front roof rail (header).

It is casy to imagine the cause and effect:- a worn out top

and leaks up under the visor allow water to soak the
rvood of the header. The process may destroy the whole
header and rust through the metal lacing. As the old car
stood outdoors for years, water got to other important
areas:- front ends of sills (where they join the cowl
section), crossmember behind rear seats. As important
structures lost their strength, added stress was put on
other joints. Wood parts cracked, some pieces fell out.

Holes for bolts, screws and tacks help the water attack
the rvood. If the top has been replaced a time or two, the
tack strips are probably riddled with old tack holes. On
the 1931 Convertible Sedan, for example, the rear bow
had about twelve layers tacked into a strip l/2-inch wide.
Water was not the only villain. There is termites, fire and
everything else destructive to wood. In fortunate cases,

damage is minor and the piece can be repaired or at least

used as a pattern. Some restorers, however, start with an
-Tpty shell - no wood, no patterns.

Repair vs Replacement
It is sometimes possible to repair the wood you have.

Check the condition by probing the surface with a sharp,

pointed tool or knife. Probe all along each piece,

espccially near the ends. II' it is so[t, spongy, or
crunrbling you will have to replace it. If it seems to be

sound, but has cracks, loose joints or slight warping you
may want to repair it - especially if it is very difllcult to
remove and replace. Consider the function of the piece.
If it has to carry significant loads ancl maintain the shape

of the body, don't take chances by piecing in a repair. II
it is only u hidden tack strip, perhaps you can llll the old
nail holes with wood filler.
If you are replacing the wood parts, check the position

dimensions before taking anything apart. You may be

able to duplicate the door post pcrl-ectly, but unless you
have recorded its position on the sill, etc, you may have

arh

trouble fitting all the new pieces together. Try to keep

the pieces intact and label them as to where they..c.ame

frorh. The top ribs are not all the same. You will not

remember all-the pieces when you get around to sawing

the replacements in six months or a year.

In niost cases, use the old piece as the pattern for the

new part. Carefully consider whether or not the new part

will be made identical to the old. For example, it may be

easier to build a new header from a single piece rather

than an assembly. It may be easier and stronger to use

dowelled joints than to duplicate an original joint.
If you aie fitting the wood into a portion of thc body,

cut lt slightly laiger than the pattern. Hold it in the

position i1 witt eventually occupy and carefully mark
where wood needs to be removed. Repeat the process as

you gradually shape it to fit.' If you are building part of the body structure in
preparation for attaching body panels, check the fit of
ihe'panels repeatedly to see that the alignment will be

corrbct. The original body builders had elaborate jigs to
assure the alignment as the body was assembled.

Finish
Most of the structural wood in Model A bodies was

unfinished or treated with a dark preservative. The
exposed wood in commercial body types (Pickups,

DCliveries and Trucks) was usually painted the body

colour, except for the Special Delivery and Station

Wagon. There is, ol'course, a strong temptation to finish
any exposed wood like a piece of furniture. The choice

is up to the owner, but natural wood finishes would be

downgraded in Model A judging as over-restoration.

Conclusion
There is something very satisfying working with wood.

The lbel and fragrance blend pleasantly with rich tones

and interesting grain patterns. This quality o[ wood
probably had something to do with the use of simulated
rvood trim in the deluxe models. For the restorer who
loves to tackle every phase of Model A rebuilding, the

restomtion of the wood can be most rewarding. .

*
tllrrparft.,!rDearLardElolrl.(ilad'looatr*Tr.ic.ar{b$!oa,Iro.drld3rd'. lorlt lof .dllrto,lrL.

Production Strucfure
(in thousands)

BODYIYPb,S 7a-z'. .tt r- Sills Doors

I uOOr ( 5IO.!.rlXl t9u 59_5 stee steel

e"ouDe?SaaSpi:DT 250 365 stee steel

loupe (Spt,tsus) 295 94 steel steel

Roadster (Std,Dlx) ll0 200 steel steel

Town Sedan 9l ta7 vood wood

Closed Uabs 43 198 stee steel

Phaeton (Std) 159 5l stee steel

r.oroor (J w 55 78 vood wood

Fordor (2W 105 l9 vood wood
pen Cabs 60 l2 steel steel

Cabroilet l8 43 vood wood

Victoria 43 vood steel

F:*e,*J!em- 5 7 vood wood

Slant W/S Sedans l0 steel steel

Phaet"-tt-11,(Dl$ ---.-- 7 flood wooel

Taxi 5 ,POOd steel

uonveiltDle Dooan 5 vood steel

Town Car vood wood

Deluxe Delivery t4 ,lrood #steel

Panel Deliverv l5'/ ,VOOd #steel

Special Delivery ,vood wood

Town Car Deliverv
.' wood

r steel in l93l # Rear door/s wood

Dtx.srUr|sb
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IF you know a little about the wiring system, the

electrical problems in the Mociel A will not be so

difficult to diagnose when trouble occurs. it is nice to
be able to fix electrical problems on the road. Although
'trial-and-crror' might help some, it is better to know
the princrples that Ford designed into your Model A.

The Ford wiring $ystem was dcsigned to hclp you

solve your electrical problenrs. The figure shown is tr
wiring system drawing rather than the usual wiring
diagram It shows the organisation applied to the
electrical items and is arranged to identify the common
features of the electrical systcm, without the confusion
of hidden wires travelling in and out of holes and

wiring harnesses. The actual'appcarance of the wires at
the terminal box is shown in the second figure.

Reading the diagram from lelt to nght, the battery and

starter are the only two items connected to the battery
(B) side of the terminal box and the ammetcr.
Everything clse is hooked up the the generator (G) side

o[ the terminal box and ammcter. This wasn't always
the case however. The early Fords had the ignition coil
hookcd to the battery side. Ford changed this and
recommended that the change be incorporated on the
early model so all electricai ioacis (except the starter)
would indicate through the anrirrr:tcr. This providcs Ior
the diagnoscs of ignition i'auits as well as othcr
electricai equi pment faul ts.

With this change, a slight discharge will occur
nornially with thc ignition on rittd whilc cranking.
Also, il'the engine is stoppcci rvitir thc points closcd, a

slight dischargc will show whcn thc ignition switch is

turned on. If no discharge occurs, there is a problcm
in the primary ignition circuit, As part of the primary
ignition circuit, the popout switch was designed to be

either ON for running, or CROUNDED for off. This
feature, combrned with thc armoured cable, makes the

ignition tamper proof. Whcn the switch is off, the
poinis aic grounded to prevcnt hot wiring
All o[ ihe driving functions requiring electrical power

are on the generator side o[ the ammeter. If the
generator is producing enough power to satisfy the

load, the ammeter will read a prositive (+) value. If it
reads negative, power is bcing drained from the
battery. To maintain the battcry charge, the third brush
in the generator is manually adjustcd. This allows the
generator to opemte at the iou,J rcquired.

Adjust the third brush to a minimum (2-4 amps)
during the day to prevent ovcrcirarging the battery.

BOX

For extended night driving with lights, sct the gcncffitor
thirti bruslr to incrcuse thc output sul'l'icrcntly to
maintain thc battery charge.

Thc cutout switch is solenoid operiltc(l to

automatically switch lhe generator into or oui oi' iiic
system. The current produced by the generator ciuses

the cutout switch. When the generator stops, the switch
opcns. If it fails to open (due to sticking contucis), ;r

largc discharge will show on the ammeter. The current
froni the battery can destroy your gencrator! Always
check your ammeter when you stop the engine io scc

that everything is off.
The horn switch is on the ground side, so voltage is

aiways at the horn. If you work on the horn, be carcl'ul

of sirorting to ground. Thc horn circuit has a nunrbci'of
conncctors, all ol which must be maintaincd. Onc tit'rn
overlookcd is the commutator in horn molor which
must bc very clean. Dcposits from the brushes luigc
betwecn commulator bars and make the horlr vct'y
weak. Clean all commutator bars and note differcncc in
performance. Don't make sparks. Remember tnc horn
is 'hot', touching ground will spark.

Ali the lights are grounded, so no vollage rcac{tcs
thcm until their switch is closed. The primary liphting
switch lor parking, krw and high beams, is a[ thc bit$c

of thc stcedng column. 'fhc brake light switch is under
the car at the brake cross-shaft.
The electrical system is simple and straight-forward in

principle. The ammetcr was placed in the circuit tt'' hclp
rdentrly the prbblcms thut may occur. Watclr the

arnmetcr. Lcarn what it is telling you. Enjoy your
Mulel A with greater confidence. .

MODEL A
WIRING SYST'LM
Russell l.i. llaetke O
(left-hand drive)
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Bi[r*r$e$ A B$I&a'nsng Sys&enxn - flgesflgrneeH frqpr EBEmgfn{p$ts
By R.ussell E. Bactke - possibly from 'Model A Ncws'
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I$amgook
EAppy BIRTEDAY this month tor- DHNISE BRowN, GEOFF & LINDY INGRAM,

DEBBIE TEAI,E, JOHN CARTER, ROSS CHA}'IBERLAIN, AIMA IJETCH'

GET WELL SOON Wishing BARRIE GUEST a speedy recovery to his usual

cheerful, cheekY se1f.

CoNGRATULATIONS to DARREN JETFRSE on your promotion to Branch l'tanager

- we}l done DARREN' we salute you""

ROGUSS, GALLERY - Over the years people within the Club have had their
photograph 1*itfr.or without tireir cirs-1 and stories in the press' Laurel
and I have a col"lection of these whicfr we j.ntend to paste into a scrap

book and put in-care of the l,iUfaty. If there are any items you- !"."t that
can be includEd, please send us a copy. Any contributions would be most

welcome. LOUISE.

WAIITED E1even (11) volunteers to organise Club runs for 1995' STEVE

READ, your s""ntdi-Otguni".i,-i" giviig YgU the opportunity to decide

where you ,ouja like fo go! ianoar-y and- rebruary are traditj-onal runs,

but you may choose to alt6r this veirue - it's 
"P- !o you' Country members

are invited to show us their local area provfding they.li"". withi-n a

reasonable distance of the metropolitan area. No qualificatl-ons are

ne"*""ury, Uui instructions are pr&ided if needed. Please contact sTBvE

a$AD on ISg 4200 with your requested month'

THANK you Dampier member FRANK SINCLAIR has written the club a long

]etter which 
"orr"rra"s 

with this P.s.!- "This is a snecial thank you to
the club ana tfre ipeciaf p"opi* who have helped me ge! 'Lu- Lu" on the
road. You took my pnon" ciffi, answered my letters and I blese You' I

"ir"V" 
fn"* tnere'tdr" still people 1ike yori upon this earth of ours"'

ctuB TtsB-SHTRTS Official, embroidered tee-shirts are still available
from LoursE READ. Phone her On 459 4200 for yours - don't miss out""'

HEAD GASKET sprcrAlrsr Herb Harbour of 82A Kirwan street, Floreat,
6014, (3gZ ;7-6el advises rhat he can make gaskets for all models (sample

requi-red1. No gasket too small or too ]arge. *O )Iears experi-ence'

EDITOR The SHARPS are back in town for a couple of weeks only (gone

ig"in November 16 for about 2 months). pgrhaps the -CIub shoq.}4 have an

rdiior-wno is arouna morer, Their futuie plans ,ie-unknown at, this stage'
MANYthankgt,mi11inginagaii:andproducrngyourNerars1etter.

j-n Glene1g available for just $25 from
Colone1 l,ight Gardens, SA 5041.VIDEO - of the

Neil Phillips,
L3th National Meet
15 Richmond Avenue,

E63Sg SALHI
Iflzd} Nf,ocBeH A Hrein} UDEraeton

Club Lle*ircr.l !ru!!y EBostoroel . $ilflnS(Xl

nsonm A rqFtsE! x|&!ET$ rqEB $qI-,q
I)ifferontlal gimrtxlxcs, ruo6(}n;r$, S-r'olil; nitesn rvilroelq brake partq sorno

body pnnols nrtcl lllts of other pnrtls.

SUITI}AYlSJhNQvmf,[BEII,l!}e4.lorrm..3prrr

H,on Andrervs - 4{ Corvau s6root, Armndatre. 3$S 49lG,5
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IGNITION COIL POLARITY TESTS
tmproper coil polarity can cause a few minor problems.such as: weak.spark, hard.starting,

unbvdn idle sfeed, iow engine power and missing gt hlgh speeds. Wrong polarity of the

coil can causd damage ovdr a lilng period of timel A coilthat is connected incorrectly will

require an extra 4,OOdto 8,000 volts io create a spark. A coil that is wired correctly.will h.ave

thd same polarity as the battery. lf the battery has apositive Erou.nd, the coils' positive

terminal shbuff b6 connected to ihe breaker point lead. The wrong polarity makes the centre

electrode of the spark plug have the wrong polarity.

This can cause misfiring as voltage requirements
increase. One method of checking polarity is to
connect the negative lead of a volt meter to the spark
plug terminal. With the engine running, momentarily
ioubh positive voltmeter lead to a ground. The
polarity is correct if the meter reads up scale. Another
method is to hold the plug wire terminal about 1/4"
from the spark plug. lnsert the lead point_of a
wooden pencil between lead and spark plug.Spark
should flare and turn orange on the plttg side of the -
pencil lead if polarity is correct. '

It's Sum.... Sum.... Summer Time, Again....
Common Causeb of Engine Overheating

* No water in the radiator
* Improper Timing
* Low speed driving
* [,ow on oil
* Spark too retarded
* Clogged muffler
n Too much carbon on cylinders
* Weak exhaust valves {springs)
* Poor carburettor adjustment
* Leaking radiator ,j,., .:, .::.
* Packing nut too tight
* Air seeping in around manifold
* Clogged block and head.

HOT HEAD
If you must be convinced that your

engine is over-heating, spit on the
cylinder head. If there is a sizzle, the

engine is okay. If steam rises, the engine
is hot.

VBNTILATION
Overheating can occur in other areas

i besides the engine - to secure maximum
ventilation inside the car, the windshield
should be opened not more than one and

one-half inches for maximum cooling. '
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