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HENRY FORD'S }-{ODEL A
from :'lhey Sang About Fords" in "The Restdier'- tn the tune of "Casey Jones"

All ya' folks listen to a-what I say
About a new Ford called a Model A.
Old John Henry knew his biz
When he said, "I'm gonna make a l-ady outta Liz"

A fella brought one just the other day,
He went to try it out on the new highway.
When he got it up to 60, well, he lost his nerve.
He forgot to shut it off when he went around a curve

He passed trvo Packards and a Cadillac too.
With his speedin' meter sittin' on 72.

Pushed along the road 'till he hear'd the fella shout,

"The darn thing's in 2nd and I cain't git it out."
Put the girls on the level and I tell you what you do.

Buy a new Ford that is big enough for two,
When you take one to ride she will win you with a

smile.
And she'll want to stop and kiss you every time
you €io a mile.

Now, if you go to heaven, I will give you all a tip:
Drive an old Ford cuz it's bound to make the trip.
But if you go to torment, drive a Model A
Cuz it'll run like the devil and you're bound to git
away! .

NEXT RUN - Gdrden City Shopping Centrc car park, Booragoon, May 15 at l0am
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This Club is the WESTERN MODEL A-s Chapter of the Model A Ford Club of America, Inc.
MAFCA - 250 South Cypress, La Habra, Calilbmia, meS t:SStO, USA. - Foreign membership:- US$24.00 per year,
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Vice-kesidenr; BEVAN SFLARP (339 4082). Vehicle Examiner STEVE READ (459 42N). Editor: BEVAN SHARP (339 4082).

COPY DEADLINE: By the first day of the month to:- 16 Irwin Street, East Freqantle, IVA, 6158

VIEWS EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF M.A.R.C. of W"A.



Sunday, May 15, 1994
Meet at Garden City Shopping Centre, Booragoon car park at 1Oam

Organised by BARRIE & GWEN GUEST

June, 1994
Organised by ALAN & JUNE SMITH

July, 1994
AnnualGeneral Meeting

Wednesday, July 20, 19'94 l

C.C.C. Annual Quiz Night hosted by Chevrolet Car Club of WA.
Lynwood Arms Hotel, 558 Metcalf Road, Ferndale, from 7.30pm
Tables of six - phone Liz on 459 2867. How about a Club table?

July 18 - 22, 1994
2nd Joint MAHC/MAFCA Meet - Tacoma, Washington, USA

PO Box 1930, Woodinville, WA, 98072-1930, USA.

' -'-' - *.{'{A+eh-l - &-'19$)6-:';""-:' "J+' :

Mntage Car Club of New Zealand's 50th Anniversary Rally.
Detailsfrom: PO Box 13502, Christchurch, New Zealand.

FOR SALE
PISTONS - Sizes:- standard, +20, +30, +40, +60, +80 - $270,00 inc tax

KING PINS - "cash plus exchange of old king pins" basis.
Contact South Australian Club at PO fux 202, North Adelaide, SA 5006.

SHOCK ABSOHBER.S re-built on exchange basis - David Jamieson (03) 878 2296.

CAST IRON BRAKE DRUMS - $fAS ea + $10 postage a pair - Keith Rawson (059) 48 2273.

IIYDEX for Model A Ford Service Bulletins - PO Box 320, Dickson, ACT 26A2 - $S (+ postage)

The first air hostess - Ellen Church, ex-nurse and trained
pilot, took to the skies on board a flight from San Francisco
to Cheyenne, Wyoming. Throughput her inaugural trip she

was kept busy with hostess's u3ual duties - serving the
passengers with chicken, fruit salad and bread rolls. But on
the ground it was a different matter. This pioneering young

lady had to sweep out the planes, fill them up with fuel and help push them out onto the runway.

On May 1, 1931, the Empire State Building was iompleted at a cosl of over forty million dollars
and seven million man hours. At a towering 1,412ft, including a222ftTV antenna, it was for nearly
fclrty years the tallest inhabited structure in the world. It has 102 floors, 63 lifts, 1,860 stcps, 6,500
windows and 60 miles of plumbing - and it can sway in a gale by nearly 3in. The twc,-acre site was
originally the small holding of one John Thompson, who sold it in 1799 for $7,000. In his "For Sale"
notice, he made a classic understatement when he advised that'the rapid growth of the city ... will cause

the value of this property to be greatly enhanced.' From "Today's The Day" by Jeremy Beadle.,

RAY ABBOTT ENGIilE RECOI{DITIOI{II{G
Becommended by MARC member

* Oylinder Head $eryice * Reboring and $leeving
* Grankshaft Grinding * VEIERAII and VII|TAGE E1l0l1{Es

,*1ti.1'?",
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Ertdlirbed 19?3

SERVICE BULLETINS (with Index) for $38.00 (+ postage).

Moy, 1980

18 RIO STREET, BAYSWATEB 272 4566 14 yea'. Expertenoo



I Beware of Camels, Wombats,

Kangaroos and Model A Fords.

Editor and spouse cross-dress.

Cop thosc legs!
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Easy-rider Barrie Guest on Hahndorf Harley-Davidson.

Bill Cowlin in Model
A'Lvmoics with Helen on

his tiact (instead of Val?).

"Does 'Sir' dress to the

left or to the right?"Along the long and NOT rvinding road to "nowhere'"

-]-

Model A Ford National RallY

Glenelg, South Australia, l?94

Steve Read works on his own car - as well as

keeping evcryone elsc mobilc!

-
Gwen Guest mounts HarleY.

Steve asks:-



The Model T Ford had ben idiculed in songs and
jokes for many years. When the demise of the
famous "Tin Lizzie" heralded the arrival of the
Mdel A in 19?8, even Wpalu lyricist Swnmy Cahn
elebrated this major event in automotive history
eventwith this fantious song ...

Lyria from'The Restors" wticle'They Sang about Fords",
@ Copyright 1928 by DeSylva, Brown ind Henderson,Inc.

Flave you seen her? Ain't she great?
Shd s something you' ll ap,preciate,
I'm sure you'll understmdjust what I mean.
Everybody, everywhere is falling for her now
I'm talking about the new Ford.
fud boy it's sure a wow!

I-ay off people, tay off folks
None of your sacastic jokes.
Henry's made a Lady out of Lizziet
No more bruises, no more'adres
Now she's got those four-wheel bralies.
Henry's made a Lady out oI Lizziel

She's even got a rumble seat,
And lots of style and class.
The horn just se€ms 

-to 
holler out, Talk of this and talk of that, Ev'ry groom and blushing bride,

'Toot Toot they shall not pass." Boys you must take off your hat. Now eiiov their bueev ri?e.
thslincolncarsjustyelloutloud Hehri'r made a Lady out of Lizzie! Henry'-s'made a-tiay out of Liz.ziel
That they are mighty, mighty prorrd. Has she plenty, has she riuch? No one curses, no one swears,
Henry's madc a La-dy out of Lizziel G-otthe-"tin"y-ouloletotouch. Lizzienevqneedsrepairs.

YU3.y*9ee heryou'llagree, Henry's_maile a Lady out of Lizziet Henry's made a Lady out of Liznel
She's just th-e.onefor you and me. They used to park her irra lot, She uied to kick and junip around,

.S.lt9'9 
e.verfthirlg_that anyone could ask. For that they iharged two bits, On every trolley track-.

::l!tlil' pletly.]'Yes I am, But-now thriy charge you nothing, But now shCs very ladylikc,
With her I'm always found, And you park her at the Ritz. - And never answeri bacli.
You oughta see her chassis, She once 

-had 
rattles in her wheel She will surely catch your eye,

It's the sure the best around. But now she's firll of "sex-appeal" You know salEsmen riever liL.
Henry's made a Lady out of Lizziet Henry's made a Lady oi-outLizziet.Henry's made a Lady out of Lizzrel

--y'

Now she's even learned to stop
For every single traffic cop.
Henry's made a l,ady out of Lizziel
Not a rattle, not a bit,
Uzzie now has lots of *it.- 1

Henry's made a Lady out of Lizziet
There's everything inside her now,
Except a kitchen sink,
A mirror and a powder puff,
A shower bath,I think.
I'll bet my sox that this Miss Ford
Will live as long as Fanny Ward.
Henry's made a Lady out of Lizziel

She's like all the other vamps,
Pretty shape and lovely lamps.
Henry's made a Lidy out of Lizziet
Since she's taken on some weight,
[{oncs'. folks, she's looking great.
Henry's made a Lady out of Lizriet
Her dash board has a clock,
That's made a hit with all thc Scotch.
A Scorchman saw the clock,
And so he promptly stopped his watch.
You've all heard the Renchman song,
Fifty million can't be wrong.
Henry's made a l-ady out of Lizziel

Just a girl who knows her stuff,
Plenty fast but never rough.

Lizziel Henry's made a l-ady out of Lizzrel
Always tidy, always clean,
Faithful as an old Marine.

Lizziel Henry's made a Lady out oI Lizziel
She's not the kind who ties to get
Yourmoney all at once.

Il rtlusir Sellers

No more chug-chug-chug-chug- bang!
No more cuss words, no more slang.
Henry's made a [.ady out of Lizzicl
Not the noisy flapper kind,
Simply quiet and refined.
Henry's made a Lady out of Litz,iel
They used to say'1Me own a car,
It looks like one I mqur."
But now they say "I'll have you know
We own a Ford machine."
No more playng Jack and.Iill.
No more tumbling down the hill.
Henry's made a Lady out of Lizziel

When she's coming down the street,
All the boys say "Ain't she sweet?"
Henry's made a Lady out of Lizziel
Every man will go after her,
She's the kind that men prefer.
Henry's made a [.ady out of Lizziel
Why evenThomas Edison,
The wizard that he is,
Could not resist her charms,
And was the first to take out'1-i2".
He said "She's Okay to me,
All she needs is company."
Henry's made a Lady out of l-izziel

C.O.D. andF.O.B.
All you nd is Do Re Mi.
Henry's made a Lady out of
Since he lifted up her face,
She travels at an awful pace.

Henry's made a Lady out of
She's not like Calvin Coolidge,
ShCs a girl who likes her fun.
She says'lmagine anyone"
Who doesn't choose to run.

She only wants ten dollars down
The rest in fourteen months.
Good for sister, nice for M4
Everybody rides but Pa
Henry's made a Lady out of Lizziel

_ It-

They used to keep her with the cow,
But gee you ought to see her now.
Henry's made a [.ady out of Lizziel

'a// lllordsaltlastc
erica plJ*.c.rt
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BACKGROUND - I first carried out a major tune up to my Model A which included a wet and dry

compression test, replacement of spark plugs, distiibutor poihts, condenser, rotor button. H.T. brass connectors,

distributor cam, burLurenor kit anil OistriU[t6r cap. I then made up appropriate ada-ptors-?ng $Ted out a full

rii.tioniC scopl tesr on my SUN Engine Tune-irp teqtgr. and painsidkirigly rectified all deficiencies. These

ilairdCa r"pl.i"ing a slighfly bent dis-tributor shait which wa6 causing thd timing to vary from.cylinder to

"yiina"r. 
Ttie,end r?sult #* i perfect ignition system, good carburetion with an ideal mixture curve right through

the rev range, and a good idle
On the rSad my rieticulously tuned car now ran considerably better -t!qn 

before. However, I was still not

satisfieO wittr ttrd performancel I continued reading up everythihg 
-I 

coulg lay my t *n9l on about Model A-s,

inifuAing an articlb on claims that adjustable tappeis had a-sinAtei base diam-eter and this caused a detrimental

effect on"valve timing with a substaniial loss of valve overlap anq 
-a 

decrease in camshaft duration. This set my

minO going in all dir&dons as my cq had beep fitted with a{usable tappets by the previous owner. I then, with

the help oifellow Club member Keith Rawson, carried out a series of tests.

\-/ 
srAcE oNE srAGE Two

inilial measuring to which we fitted a standard, but member and qualified engineer, to dyno test my car at

serviceable, sliglitly worn Model A camshaft that was his Datrally' workshof before iny 
_ 
engine was

Iouncd liom club member Frank Smith. dismantlcd filr inspection. The rcsults of thc dyno test

We repeated the tests lhree times with both.standard conlirmed thal thepower at the rear wheels was down
and adjustable tappets. The results proved that there by approximately 8hp or 2Wo from the standard Model
was ndevidence iosubstantiate any detrimental.effect R-r#"in"ution of aO|p.
on the valve timing as yas claimed in a previously The engine was then removed and my camshaft
published American article. measured and graphed every half a degree. The valve- 

The most noticeable fact to emerge at that stage lift was found,-bnall lobes given a thou or two, to be

however, was a considerable lack of sufficient valve 260 thou - down to 42 thou or L3.97o from the new
lift from the camshaft we were using, as against Model A valve lift specification of 302 thou. With valve

specification. A noticeably reduced cam 
- 
ramp clearance in situ, the Ford specification is 287 thou for

abceleration opening and closing rate on the in-let_and a new camshaft at 15 thou clearance - my engine
exhaust valveswas also observed irrespecti.ve.of yh!c! a.ssembled running clearance was only 245 thou before

- -.appets were installed. Our test for this included dismanging to reriove the camshafc

-stiridard Model A tappets, adjustable taPpets and the The valie timing was found to be almost at the
larger head Model B-tappets. specified degrees w-ith the main loss being- in.reduced
This was the first clue that positively confirmedmy valve lift and-a slower rate of opening and closing. This

suspicion that my engine was not getting sufficient resulted in the valves not fully opening and closing,
volirmes of fuel and air mixture into the cylinders at thus restricting the correct volume inflow of the air and

the right time, and in correct proportions, nor out fuel mixture Seing drawn in to fill the cylinders- The
again after Power stroke during exhausting - exhaust valve likewise was not opening fully to let all
I then hail Frank'! lPsre,slightly.worn, camshaft the gasses out. The combined effect, critical to the

reground by a local Melbourne camshaft specialist to inta[e and exhaust cycles, was of course severely
thair Moddl A master profife which they. had used affecting performance.
over many years on other club member's jobs- The cani lobes were also found to be slightly worn at

Keith and myself then repeated the testS on the the commencement and end of the valve lift / close valve

reground camshaft and compared the-readings. The cycle, thus causing a further restriction to induction and

reiults were such that I thel decideq tg arrange to eitar.tefliciencyl
dyno test my car to firstly establish what horse pow.er The cylinder-head, gasket and bores were then

was really there; secondly to then comPare the results measured and the compiession ratio was still found to
against Model A Ford specification and, if off bestandard ar4.22tol'.
specification, to pull the motor down and check out all Additional camshaft and specification research was

dre measuremenis. then preceded with in earneit and the following facts

My research thus far indicated that I wouldprobably^ were'established.
find the camshaft and lift of my motor to be out of more next page >

we used Keith's I f t* lttrz::]frfil fIt3Tz.T3-{JTL'{R1l I An appointment was

spare . Yqagt .A t 'CS3\Ff[tp l [t"3, T"9"" Yill !::
eirgine block for the Collins, a fellow club

specification.

-5-



DEFINITION OF THE CAMSHAFT
A camshaft in its simplest form is a straight shaft with an eccentric lobe or cam on it. One for the inlet valve and

another for the exhausi valve. These 
"umi*r 

located at different places around the perimeter of the shaft as the

valves need to be opened and closed at different times. In a four-iylinder engine there are eight cams or lobes -

four for inlet and four for exhaust. I

If the shape of the cam lobe is altered by wear, the efficiency of the engine deteriorates with great rapidity. There

is much more to a camshaft than just opening and clming a valve.

The cam lobe is designed to lift the valve at precisely the conect instant of-piston travel and hold it open long

enough io oUtain the m-ost efficient filling or eniptying 6f the cylinder inlet and exhaust glFses.

ThJspeed at which the valve opens and closeslsgoverned by t_he.shape of the caln prgfilg as well T th" size and

shape 6f tne cam-follower. To g6t the largest amount of air and fuel mixture into the lYlinder, it is.often necessary

to have the valve open and close quickly and, at the sarne time, have it remain open as long as possible.

2. Orisinal factory fitted Model A new camshaft specilication.
3. superieded Mod6l A & B camshaft Parl No A-6ifi B readings.

4-. Original factory liued Model A camshaft specifications.
5. 19137 special high-torque cam-grind readings (as now fitted).

LEGEND FOR SPECIFICATION TABLES
l. Original standrd worn camshaft readings from my engine.

-egen(

INTAKE
Opren Closes

degrees

EX}I,AUST
Opens Cloees

degrees 
'

Actual
cam lift-ihou

Installed
Cam lift

thou

I
7.5 deg BTDC
48.5 dee ABDC

51.5 deg BBDC
4.5 dee ATDC 260 245

2

7.5 deg BTDC
48.5 dee ABDC

51.5 deg BBDC
4.5 dee ATDC 302 281

3

8 deg BTDC
56 dee ABDC

56 deg BBDC
8 deg ATDC 325 310

4
8 deg ITTDC
56 deg ABDC

55 dec UBDC
8 des A'IDC 320 305

5
18 deg BTDC
60 dee ABDC

70 deg BBDC
l8 dee ATDC 360 343

ASSEMBLY OF
STAGE ONE & TWO

The engine was then
reassembled with the only
change being the
installation of the re-
placement 1987 Special
High Torque newly
designed camshaft profile,
together with a

replacement set of
standard tappets and
stallite tip extended valve
stems to compensate for
the smaller base circle of
the camshaft lobe.

The builrup, re-profiled
and hardened, camshaft should preferably be used only
with Model A or B lifters and NOT with adjustable
ones so as to minimise future camshaft wear.

The Special High Torque camshaft design was
achieved lollowing extensive consultation and camshall
profilc plotting with Les Collins. The prime objective
was to create a design using 1987 technology that
would provide the ultimate all-round power curve, good

idling, no loss of low speed drivability and provide a

considerable improvement in top gear performance and

torque between 25 mph and 60mph, all with good fuel
economy.

All this, of course, had to not unduly impair the

reliability of the Model A engine or damage its bottom
end, provided the newly-gained power would not be

abused.

STAGE ONE & TWO . THE RESULTS
Not only was my objective achieved, it had been

exceeded. The dyno test that followed the camshaft
change showed a dramatically improved horse power
rise of a rvholloping 20% with a very marked
improvement in the Model A's road performance.
Torque was up nearly 35Vo at45mph. Maximum power
now peaked at 62mph, whereas before it peaked at
48mph on the dyno.

STAGE THREE and the RESULTS
The cylinder head was then removed, reworked and

machined to gire a compression ration of 4.6 to I - the

same as the specification of the Madel B Ford. The
dyno retest reflected a further power improvement of

ZlVo horse power on the

camshaft change, or a

combined 42.8Vo horse
power gain on the original
readings before the cam
and head were done.
Acceleration and general

drivability werc n^w
considerably 'furt r
improved.

STAGE FOUR and
the RESULTS

The original Model A
Zenith carburcttor was

then removed and a

standard Mcxtel B Zcnith
carburettor (imported from California) bolted on rvith an

appropriate fuel line. The carburettor was thcn testcd on

the CO analyser and recalibrated to givc an ideal ntirture
curve right through the rev range with an improved idle.

Thc final tlyno tcst that then lirllttw'cd shor','cd no

significant horse F)wer gains, but torquc low don'n and

mid range was up by a further l57o as a result o{' the

carburettor change. This combination now Save a
collective torque gain of better than fl%t from rvhat I had

originally started out with. The Special High Tor' 'e
camshaft, head and recalibrated carburettor provit-,g
greatly improved drivability and Model B plus power.

On the highway where the car would reach 50mph at

full throttle with the original camshaft, it now reached

over 60mph reasonably quickly with the new camshaft,
4.6 to I compression cylinder head and Modcl B
carburettor. The car still kept accelerating but I have

decided that 55mph is fast enough for the "old lady" as

a maximum cruising speed.

Slight hills that previously dropped the carns spccd from
45mph to 25mph, could now be approachcd rvith ea.se at
45mph and not drop below 38mph.

FUEL ECONOMY
The fuel economy before the camshaft and head job was

on average 19mpg. The Model A now rcturned 2-5mpg

under the same conditions on a much lighter throttlc.
As it had never been my intention to turn my'A' into a

speedster, I am delighted with the results achicved and to

be able to cruise comfortably at one third throttle, with
power in reserlc for those stcep hills, hcad winds or safe

-{r-



My Model A is now an absolute joy to drive. It gives

me the best of both worlds - Performance Plus for
touring and club runs and, by swapping 9Ye.r
carburettors with two bolts and a fuel line, the Model A
can be back to concourse judging requirements in fifteen
minutes.

On a special, once only, perfonnance road test last
month, the car reached 70mph on a level stretch of
highway. However, I never ever intend testing it tothat
speed again. It is my considered opinion that speeds in
excess of 55mph go beyond the safety and reliability
limits that Henry Ford designed the Model A to be

constantly driven at.

CAUTION - CAUTION
If you decide to upgrade your Model A's perfornance,

remember that youwill have to keep the speed and revs

down to a safe, voluntary maximum of, say, 2,200rpm
which is equivalent to 55mph in top,29mph in second

and l6mph in first gear.

This will ensure you do not stress the bottom end of
rr "A" unduly or have the two-blade radiator fan

Vapping off and causing possible damage or injury at
high revs.

Remember the main mechanical difference between the

modifications I have undertaken and a Model B are the

bearing areas, lubrication system and a stronger, better

hrlanced crankshaft.

CRA NKSHAFI A VAI LABILITY
For those interested; reworked camshafts are now

available to order on exchange from Les Collins's
Datrally Developments, Melbourne (03 5U 7373) or
through Alan Bergman, 20 Toulon Drive, Lower
Templestowe, Melboume, Vic 3LW.

REGROUNO

Shows how higher valve lift is accomplished with a

specially groundcam. Since tappet clearance is adjustd to

cbmoeniaGformount removed-frmkl of cam' the valve

is raised higher when cam lobe lifts tappet.

S Elvll
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This diagram illustrates, in a somewhat exaggerated marurer,

a few of the many factors that must be considered in cam

grinding. Cross-sections of differeut ciun lobcs arc shorvn.

ifre cair at lhe extreme right has been ground for speed

orrlv - the valves will remain open a total of over 260P. The

twd centre grinds are suggesteit for street jobs- or track use

to secure trighest power.llotice that the heel of the cam

must be grouna away to secure higher valve lift in all high-
perfornrance cans
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FEGULAR

Model A Ford Engine
Torque: l28ft lbs at 1,000 rPm

Horse power (brake): 40hp at 2,200rpm
Horse power rating: SAE 24.03hP

Displacement: 200.5 cu in
Compression ratio: 4.2?ta l.

Compression pressure: 76lbs_at l,20OrPm
Horse powei and SPeed/Rev Tables

Official able ihows flywhee[ horse pwer developd:
600rpm l4.l BHP

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS - TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION - REFERENCES
THANKS - I would like to record, in particular, my special thanks to Mr l-rs Collins of Datrally Developments,

Melbourne for the use of his Dyno and engineering elp6rtise; Mr Keith Ru*tgn for the unselfish time he gave; Mr

Kevin Wright for digging in t-tre archiveJ; Mr W-ally'Martin for the loan of a brand--new, Senuine, replacement
- 'odel A cim shaft 75 blueprint; Mr Frank Smith ior all his invaluable advice and Dyno-attendance; Mr Phil

\ytirdshaw for the loan of his'damaged "8" camshaft to blueprint the two gmd lope profiles. [ast, but not least, all

the many club members who madelnvaluable contributions of information along the way.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND
REFERENCE ARTICLES

"Forgo*en 
"*.q! #' *tJr,Y.:p, 

Fahnestoc k,

,iclutch Chatter" by Doc Wishon, Palos Verdes,

California on Model A Valve Timing.
Ford Motor Co Technical and Archive publications.

STANDARD TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
Model A Ford Camshaft '

Lift of cam .287 thou (at 15 thou clearance)

Lift of lobe .302 thou (on top of lobe)
Base of cam .9Y
Intake opens 7.5 deg BTDC

closes 48.5 deg ABDC
Exhaust opcns 51.5 deg BBDC

closes 4.5 deg ATDC
Valve overlap 12 degrees

Material Special manganese steel.

800
1000
1200
1400
1600
r800
2000
22ffi
2N
zffiO

19.9
71.4
29,r
32.4
36.2
39.t
N.5
40.6
40.8
49 .
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Causes of
brcessive Fael

Consumption and
Poor Pertormance

TROUBTE

SHOOTING
@ Alan Bergman

adapted from "Tune Up Course"

Excessive fuel consumption and, in certain c:tses,

por performance, can b caused by lackof a good
nne-up, and/or-

DRIVER HABITS OR DRIVING
CONDITIONS
l. Sustained high speed.

2. Rapid acceleration.
3. Excessive engine idling.
4. Exccssive use o[ low or sccond gcars.

5. Excessive use ofchoke.
6. Racing the engine.
7. Excessive hill climbing.
8. Heavy traffic.
9. Improper grade oil.

IGNITION OR TIMING
l. Dr,f'cctivc, impropcrly spacctl or impnrpcrly

synchroniscd points.
2. Delectivc high tension wires.
3. Bumed distributor cap electrodes, or dirty high

tension sockets, or cracked distributor cap.

4. Burned rotor, incorrect type or trailing edge worn.

5. Weak or defective coil.
6. Del'ective condenser.

7. Spark plugs dirty, burned or cracked.

8. Incorrect spark plug gap.

9. Wrong typc plugs (heat range).

10. Incorrect valve or ignition timing.
11. Spark plug advance not operating properly.
12. Dwell variation excessive (distributor shaft worn).

13.[.orv tension resistance.
14. Coil polarity incorrect.

CHASSIS OR OTHER MECHANICAL
1. Dragging bralies.
2. Slipping clutch.
3. Misaligned front or rear wheels.

4. Bent chassis frame,
5. Under-inflated tyres (soft tyres waste 5Vo fuel).

6. Excessive internal engine friction.
7. Engine runs too cold (fit thermostat'l).
8. Bearings at wheels, transmission or differential

rvorn, defective or binding dqe to improper
adjustment or insufficient lubrication.

9. Defective exhaust control.

10. Cooling system defective.
11. Clogged or restricted muffler or tail pipe (n9!.:

staril-ard exhaust systems can waste up to t87o of
fuel with too much back pressure).

12. Slipping fan belt (voltage drop).
13. ["ow charge rate.

POOR COMPRESSION
1. Valves pitted, burned or warped.

2. Stickrng valvcs.

3. Worn valve stems or guicles.

4. Incorrect tappet clearance.

5. Weak or broken valve springs.

6. lraking cylinder head gasket.

7. Distorted cylinder head or block.
8. Worn or broken piston rings.
9. Worn or scored cylinder walls or borcs.

10. Sticking valvc tuppct.

I l. kx:sc valvc scitt inscrt.

12. Crackcd valve scat.

13. Low compression.

FUEL SUPPLY OR CARBURETTON
L I ncorrect adjustments.

2. Choke linkage improperly adjusled.

3. Choke not opening fully.
4 Clogged air cleaner (if firted).
5. Incorrect float level.
6. trak in float.
7. Needle and seat defective.
8. Dcfective or incorrect jets.

9. L.eak at base of jet.
10, Restricted air bleed holes.
I l. Restricted idle mixture passage.

12. Air leaks at carburettor or manifold.
13. Improperly installed throttle or choke.

14. lraking fuel line.
15, kaking or blocked fuel tank.

16. Plugged fuel tank air vent.

17. Defective or incorrect carburettor gaskct.

18. L,oose carburettor screws bolts or nuts"

19. Carburettor worn at butterfly shaft/housing.
20. Fuel vaporising due to local overheating.
21. Incorrect grade of fuel.
22.Dirtor water in luel.
23. Damaged or corroded carburettor componenls. '

*E"



Notebook
EAPPY BIRTEDAY this month to I - DOROTHY BENNIE , BARBARA BI.,EWETT, AI.,AN

;EFFREE, JOHN LUCA, JOIIN llcIJEAliI, REX WILSON, LOUfSE READ, SONIA HEARD, JOE

VIO;IDYLO, RON PLEYSIER, BEVAI.I & EELEN SHARP - Helen's age is a big secret,
SOf f 'L]. WhiSpef: rsqhri.th. lrrnurn.. lnts{rrtllsdl!.r.Fodti.rlstlutrrtt'.rrltt'dtr'.

STATISrICS Now, here,s some real.Ly useful approximate statistics. On
your CIub members, trips to Adelaide at Easter their llode1 A Fords
vehicles, points opened and cLosed L4,400r000 times, eactr p}!g fired
316001000 times and each valve also opened and closed 316001000 times.
Just goes to demonstrate that the distributor cam needs efficient
Iubricating to stop wearing down the rubbing block and the points closj-ng
up and tfrai the plugs need to be clean for efficient locomotion.

ItBDDItIcS - We hedr of soilleone actually advertising Model A Fords for hire
for weddings just another gentle warning that this bears very careful
consideration as, unless you have made specific arrangements, naking a
charge for hiring the v-ehicle breaches both licence and insurance
conditions and you could be skating on very thin icet

I.toDEL A FRATtsRIIITy llost of us have experienced the generosity and
unselfish attitude of many Mode1 A CIub members. In America this was
recentLy manifested when Ed Aro from California drove his '3L Coupe across
the corintry to Long Is1and, New York. In Arkansas his engine started
knocking so he got out his MAFCA Register and caLl.ed a member in L,ittle
Rock. rlrey drop[ed the oil pan and decided the engine was beyond gu]gk
repair. Ea was--about to rent a car but the local members removed his
engine and dropped in an unused overhauled engine and sent hirn on his way.
On rhe way baC[ he ca]]ed in again they had overhauled his old eng199
which was replaced and he was on his way home again to complete his 61130
mile trip. That's the Model A fraternity for you ...
FORD LOGO Ford, Michigan is licensing manufacturers of vintage.car
parts from Mode1 T to Mustang to use the ford logo to ensure high qu_a1ity.
bistribution of unlicensed products must have ceased by }larch 31, L994.

cOSSIp * A Coupe was offered for sale during the National Rally.for
around $171000.'It sold very quickly, then changed owners again.within a

few hours ior around $201000. * A Model A at the Rally was running, very
successfully apparently, on gas the tank was in the trunk. * Carl and
Et,hy1 Zelambo fiom California were ]ate getting to the Ra11y, t!9y got to
the airport in Los Angeles, stood in ttie queue to check in, discovered
th'ey did not have their passports and missed the flight.

TROUBLB-SEOOTING Here's a long-shot. I've produced a 12-page booklet
suitabLe for keeping in you car (folded A4) combining artic_lesr_a.'chart'
plus hints, tips-and dia{nostic clues to keep a Model A Ford Rollin'. NoxI

t aon,t know what to do with it. Part series in the Nevrsletter? BS

IIBII EDIITOR? - This time it's for real folks - your Editor land HELEN) are
reaIIy going for a while this time on current schedule for at least a
year lrniyne two; maybe forever, who knows). we have bee! asked by every
itotel'we-have adviseO to stay oni but the NEW owner of the last hoteL we

advised in Kiribati (remembekr oo the Equator) has asked if we would be

the new General ltanagbrs and this tjJne were gunna do it. SO, after nearly
five years whoJs the new Editor going to be? BILIJ BENNIE kindly
voluntleered to filL in on a temporary basis but the CIub now needs a new

pernanent Editor - you don't neCessarily have.to produce an international
iward-winning Nawslattert Probably no one notices, but I made it a policy
to redesign -and retype every artLcle that went into this Newsletter to
give the end produbt a cofiesive appearance and to remove al] those
6pe11ing, puncluation and grammaticlf errors. oh Yosr _ 

another Vice-
piesiclerit t'iff also be requifed. At time of writing the take-over date is
not finalised, COuld be a nonth or two yet .... any volunteers ...?

-?-
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THE IRISH MEDICAL DICTIONARY
r'- T of paintings.

A- o[ a ca{'cteria.

clrl rvhcn a puticnt dics.

A.E.I.O.U.
- Neighbourhocxl

CAT SCAN - Searching for kitty.
CALIERISE - Made eye contact with her.

COMA - A punctuation mark
D & C - Where Washington is.

DILATE - To live longer.
ENEMA-Notafriend.
FESTER - Quickcr.
I;lliLJLA-Asmall lic.
GENITAL-NotaJew.
G.l. SERIES - A soldier ball game.

HANGNAIL-acoathook.
IMPOTENT - Distinguished, wcll-known.

LABOUR PAIN - Getting hurt at work.
MEDICAL STAFF - Doctors' cane.

MORBID - A higher s1fffirt''-
NITRATES - Cheaper than day rates.

- "NODE - Was aware of.
OLTTPATIENT - A person rvho h:r.s faintcd.

PAP SMEAR - A fatherhood test.

PELVIS - a cousin o[ Elvis.
RECOVERY ROOM - Place to do upholstctl
RECTUN4 - Dang near killed'cm.
SECRETION - Hiding soge-{ring.
SEIZURE - Roman Emilffi-
TAIII-EIT - A snrall tablc.

TERMINAL ILLNESS - Sick at thc airgrtl.
TUMOUR - More than one.

URINE - Opposite of "You're out"
VARICOSE - Near by
VEIN - Conceited.

A

THE LAY OF THE MOTOR CAR uy A. B. *Banjo" PAl*tERSoN

We're away and the wind whistles shrewd

In our whiskers rmd teeth.

And the granite like grey of the road

Seems to slide away underneath.

As an eagle might sweep through the sky
So we sweep through thc land.

And the pallid pedestrians l1Y

When they hear us at hand.

Do you mind that fat grocer who crossed?

How he dropped down to pray

In the road when he saw he was lost.

How he melted away
r Undcrncath and there rang through the fgg'

An ear-splitting squeal

As he went. Is that he, or a dog,

That stuff on the wheel?

We out pace, we out last, we out stt'ip.

Not the fast-fleeing hare,

Nor the racehorses uneler whip,
Nor the birds of the air
Can compete with our swiftness sublime,
Our case and our grace.

We annihilate chickens and timc
And policemen and space.
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