
THE OFFICIAL NEI.JSLETTER OF

THE MoDEL A RESToRERS CLUB (WESTERN AUSTRALTA BRANCH) rNC.

Pres: Bill Bennie 275 2823
Sec : Mike Cooke 409 9260

3 Briar Ct, Kingsley, 6026 October 13, 1981.

DETAILS OF NEXT MEETING: }fYSTERY TOUR - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, '81. *

Assenble at 9:50 i.m.
Actual Stdrt at 10:00 a.n. SHARP
Start Fron Causeway Cdr Park (western end)

This wi1L be a navlgdtion rufi. (Road naps uray be helpful!)
Barbecues and facilities avail.able at lunch spot.

LAST MEETING:

Our last neeting was held in
Pioneer Village on Saturday,
atmosphere of nostalgia, The
in the street outstde amongst
adding to the overall effect

the rtTeatotallers Hal1" at
Septenber 26th, amidst an
cars all looked the part parked
the village shops and generally

of a bygonr-e.ra.*-
The idea for the run came from Eric Richards, who also very
ably ran the Rally West rally to the Village the following
week for the Veteran Car Cl.ub.

We left Perth in beautiful sunshine (despite the absence of
one nember who pronised to organise the run). We rnade our
way to the Veteran Car CLub block at Forrestfield and gave
sone verbal encouragenent to the Club nembers working on the
site for the V.C.C. of I{.A. Club roons.
After a leisurely lunch at Quarry Park in Gosnells amongst
the odd stray dog or so, we then proceeded to Pioneer Village
for the rest of the afternoon - and to coin a phrase, " d
good time was had by aLL! !".
Joining our meeting for the first tine were Busselton nembers
John S Margaret Teal.e, and very welcome too. There was talk
of possibly having a rally to Busselton in the future and we
might even get to heLp John miLk the cows I I

Gossip colunnists have been active this uonth and Jhe following
reports have come in

Bill Spencer and Eric Richards are reported to be trying to
alter Australiars balance of payments to the U.S.A. by ord.er=*
ing a Large amount of parts to be shipped to Australia
shortly. They will both probably cop a Knighthood out of it,
Mike Cooke decided to give his brakes ErR r
adjustnent eftei an r'0ckeris Ausiralis"
ran }.Iike and taurel off the roa0 on thelr
way to lhe Septenber meeting - no 0ariage
but a nisty shock. Some people have no
respect for the elderly (cers that is).
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Bill Sennte h&$,ftnally trsi*fhtikfs;qAy'homg: to ba iest6re{ (car body
that lal ) Panels have aU goao off to,fiay Oake.s for eand. blapting etc,
Nofi comes the wood, problam r* orl€ thfq$ oertain . ,there yer6 more.acrers tn
amode1Abo(ythanyouwi]'].6et.,1n.al&-d.err0.atr...

:,,
Max and. Dora Annear have,been forgf,v*n fo,r eontng to tha $eptember

meetlng tn a Ya1iant. Ee clbimoa tlti ffruruterblrd- nifflem eounded llke
a tractor. - we always thought lt.was a sporty engine J

iin the Restoratinn Side :-

Hanch l-irto ingineers. 43 liarich St. Osborne t)ark, ha.ve quoted. the
fol !,-.wir\$ pricer; for i:ioriel 1r ehg-ile work :

1, To nlrne horirl .t1q

Z. Reseat vi:f ve $ 2 oa.
3, Gr.lnd YC ve $l. 2O ea
4, I{one cyiinders ,$f0

5, Bal ance In;:ine ft60

Tota"l : $.l13.

Thr: above covers rvork only end doesnrt eover reassembly.

l3nl aneirrg covers 1 {'lyrhee1 , 2, c rankshn f t anri rul I ey 5, eon::od.s and
pistols.

lianch,tutos crn a1 so rebahbit bearings for the lrTorlel I nnd wilr nrro-1;e yotl a.

nrice if, ;ror-r phonc them.

:ineekirr; to menbers who have h.ld thei:: er"gines hslrncerJ., the small c**t
.is well ivorth srenCingl as j.t eon:;iCernbly rr:iluces thc vibration transm'i-ttert
i,hr clia: si s .

C rnqkr:_ir! rtf ater Jacket

Tf yorr are faeed with this rrohlem there is an excel 
.lent'prorluet 

cr;l 1ed
"I)EYCilII" fast herrleninil plastic steel , It contains gd" steel a.nC ?tri
epJxy in a rutty cotrsistency. It is a two r;ach nr.oduct anrl vrill ha.::Cen
j n 11 - 5 minutes. .l'v.nl.able from coventry l,,ioir:rs in },.{orl-oy, the cosb is
i: rortnd. $20 for the nack, The sa.me oroduct i-" nva,lable ln Stainless Steel
nritty rrnd. a.Iso in Alr::ninlum. It is imnor.ted from the U.S.A

T,rol-s : llunor.rr. irnr: i I ihat tools will al:nost ce-t in1.y he hit by the
ffifr,,ed nqyT i,:,r t,s nl;rx next ;rsar.. (l oventry,i,notors l{orley are promcting
lirlclrrome at the noinent and ere offering zry, ilse!)unt on reasonable
nrrmtitlcs (noi sirgle items) or a negoiiaterl tlea1 on reedl"y big ordere
/$f'00 - $OOO). Currenf,]y they ha',"" good. stocks.

---- --+*+th,e'+,-'.ei nt i+--*lrat -edd-r i ze-I+rpc+.i+l-fieq-srir+s,--a=re--lt+i n*-&*+eo:t#inued
:rnd rhr.rsrrl out i.c. 21 fSZ" sccket for tire conrod. nuts on our lforlel Ars,

. ilo, if you ner:d one o{' these look now - tamo-row wi 1l be too late. The
nl te:"native in time lri-l"l nean ynrr wi1 ' he.,'e to i6'r,rrt from tire U.iq.A. vlho

hrv. hed the ctrmnoil cqerrs€ to a'roid. metrics - so far ll
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, T!rt,rr:, Iruvc haen tlmussnds uf 
*tinkereru,'who. 

thrurull
.!lr. r'r'rrrs" lrar-e- learned rrrany little tric.-lis ,;;il;;;"E;
iwtiir:h nutle life wifh MODEL A even easiei. We *an
nr,rrr lrnpe- to recrrrd evefl rnfiit of these, hut we rin
presr-ut u _[ew af the sirnpler ones nrost likcly to tre
htlpful to<lay:

, Alwal,s tsmotle tlre djU stick r+,hen pouring oil in the
errginc lg r-e1t the t'rankc.ase ancl so trirerreni"..lxlping*oil riut rhr, fill pip.

A!u':r1's start tht, l\tOllEI. ,\ t:rrginc u.itlr the slrark
L-r'r'r retirr'!rrl; otlir rwise it u.ill Li. k !>rr:k and lrreat or
lx.rrrl the $tilrter mcrhrnisur { rs,.lrich nriry be your owil
arm if 1,*u'r* crankirrg it! ). If you are ever'confused
alxlrrt uilrich is -retirrrlg gxition lrrst renremher that fO
STAIIT t!1, yorr must puih tmtli levers Up. Then pull the
tlrr.rttL' drrwn il few notches, ol)en rhe choke rrxl at lcast
i1 rlrr;rrf*r trrm tn the left, pull the nxl out, then step on
tht,rt:iitr,r. As t(xln as the engint'fires, reh'ase the choke.

As thr t,nginr w;lmls up, lean the car!:uretar nrixtl,rrc
lr1 trrrrrinq the clmkrs rcld trl the riglrt*.ner..rr turn this r*d
ilrrrurr /rr1irtlry f*r y*rm will then icore *ncl el*mng* thc
urr*llt.l l'irlvr:.

\-/ "tlro rdard the sprrrt u,lren the h{ODEL A i* nrn
ltt,{ s!r'rt'lv in.- high geirr, purticu14rll, wtrrn prrlling
sl"'oilr rr' ir !rilt.

\l'licrr irrstalling a rrew hrrL cirp on anv MODEL A
rvlrt'rl. r.rirrrp uter orrly forrr of the iabs, {X}; apart. These
lr., r,riough to holtl tlle cap secr.lrelr. and ttre unbent tatrs
rrrll llrir lN, savrxl for iuhrrr use. Also lie srrre to nosi"
ti*rr tlit. hrrir ca;: iust as it was dctne in the fac.tory; the
f(!ltl) sr.ript must he alrle to re*d upright and'hori-
arrrrt;rl u'lrt.rr tile wlreel is rnnunted on 

-t!re 
sptrrr; wheel

racl rr illr the valve $tern at ttre fcp lxrrition. Always
trxlirlit tlu" sprro wtret l cn the rack in tlris positiori, t*o.

hlr'gl tlre *tt"' lrrlts tiglrt nn [x*h front ancl rear
rlrrilr($ l!_, pti(.vent craeking thc cruss_rnernbers of ttre
lnrr;r,, \\Tien vc,u h;rve or--arion to rcpluce a spring, he
srrr* trl irrstali a tlrin rrsilient cushLn, sucir *s 6rt#; ;;
nrhh.r-irn6:regnnte* falrric" hetwlen ilre tpring .-r["tt 

"('rtrq+. i *r,tt:lx:r,

. i r,q,l, cr rrter imtts tight in the sllrings. !f a center boh
lx{rr*r('r itxrse, it mR}' wear anti break and allow sorne
It.:ircs {}r r.1r,r} th* entire sprilrg to slrift. a rea, d;;;:/tcritr.r ix,ir can hc replacrrl bv*cutting .,*n , iittij fi"il
in li,e slreet stt.el flrmi over tlre spring'center, ttren-ariI

ing out the.holt and reatigning the spring leaves with a
tapered drift pin. I IWorn horn mot$q bnrshes cn MODEITiA can tx
{placed with a modern Auto-Lito U*ul, n**U*, EW-tz
*fter removing nn aftarhod wire frurn **ii fi*f, 

' --

.To replace either re;r &_rle, or to repair the ditreren-
tial, it is not rrecessury to retnove tho-entire assemblv.
Di*eonnect left brake'rnctr and radius ,*a, e"i *-ti*JU
betrvern !-eft spring and axle houring i;il;"r;;;;
$prea(ter il yr,ru havc one); jack up the chassis on-trotil
sr(lsr. i{ernol'e b<th rear drums; remove left snrinp
rhackle; rcnrove left axle housing from the ;;li-;ffi;;l
d*ry; withdraw axle and differeniiat urrr*blv fr, ,*ouli"
Beplace in reverce orrler. firis !*b can U" ari"- i, i[i*hours. ,

iV'lrerr renroving the radistor atwayr unbolt the
water inlet antl outlct nozzle castinffi frnm the ensine
tlc,ck and head; it will not be nee#sary ii;; i"-i;;;h
the hose connec,tions.. The radisto, shell rnay n:main
frstenccl to tlre corc f6y this oneration. 

---

.F,r rem*rving or r"iiriii.'s-*'ilibnrr-',q,,,nuins.
make 

-rrp a spt'cial eye-trolt by rcmoving the rxrrcelain
antt electrrxles from an old rpark plug ana tnci faetefl-
ing a forgetl eyeholt tlrrough- the ;h;. Screw thi, inii
the thirrl i;rr,rk.ptrrg hole f# Ueri tiuir?i"o f*'tlfii"L'i'fr.
eng,ine with a clrain hoist or block and tsckle.

lf yr:u can't 
$n_d a IIODEL A cyankrhaft ratehet, u*e

one frrm ir Fortl V-E-it's better miteriat anvway!
"I'r:rnsrnission oi! is receimrnend*d for 'use' in the

IIODEl, A steering sector horrsing but this atwavs leaks
out- An inrprnved sealing methrxl"urru rrsel i$ the lStB
amd later Fords anrl can easily bo adapted to th*
IVI{}D$L r\ steering gear case. iJs6 pe* No. {0 ffSS?,
oter.ring gerrr oil retainer fuhe and DInh fls$embiv with
gaslret Nn.40;}592" If vou cant 8nd thece pa*s, m^ke
tlre ,ril seal by silver-mldt"rJng a bras* tube ftr; lons bi
X* outside rliarn*ter onto the MODEI. A part No. A .,iI6iI
platc. kecping it square as shnwn in the aecomranvins
sketc"h. 'Then ctrl a gasket to rnatcir the pl*kl lttei
ir,rtailet.l, the uesket ieals the oil in the birttonr crf the
housing anrl tl;e tube exteuds thruugh the housinu to a
poirit rvell ah,rve the nil levei The idgtnsl }UODtL A
real was nrerelv a thick cork g:etlct -ring wh;ch wai
t*:;'npresserl betwre,n thc liglrt ert i&h, the"curit(ft shflft.
qgrC thc trousing; it is nol ured in the rnodis*ation
describetl.

SdJrxr rn&Ier brrc,r
f*ohe fo;r&rfe '"
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For a quick nwtbod of re,placing MSDEL A dit-ror a qurcI nlafffi ot repracang ivlLfiJr*IT ,ft grt-
tributor pointr, do ost ncmove the eam and plnte frum
t}re brxly, but cut tho bop of tlre si:ring cn the old pcht
arrn and ra!!r(we it. lcavina tbe old bolt in olacs. Thenarm and rern(we it, leavrng the old bolt in place. Then
cut c,r grind a notch in the outside of the loop of the
spring on the new 1rciut arm; th(fl just slip the new rrm
and spnnq in placre over the olel bclt. The spring tengion
will haltl it in plem, Thir saves retirninSl the mnr and
you won't run the risk of shorting out the u'ir* under
the plate, as so aften happens rvherr relllacing a platc
in the drstrihutor body. ,tr-{ually, th*: engine sh,ruld'tlr
retirned after new p*inLt are,ilrstflllsd, brrt this mctbd
is srre t6 $flv€ yau time and troubk shocrld yau h*ve
to replucr, points when on a tour"

$ometirnc*" if the distributor bushings are kdly
worn rrnt! the nhrrft is loose, you'lt lr.rv* to'sct ulore fli{rp
ln tlre pornts or vrfir will have a rniss orr one eylinder.
Of crn:rse the proper way to uurrect this is to rehrsh
anrl rnsta!! a new shaft, but thls stop-gap triek 'r"ill Leep
ycrr going on all four until you can do r lrroper iob.

Do nof us* s *fie-plece dlstribr:tor shaft, if yur *an
help it, rvher reb*ilding the tu{OL}El, A distributor
assembly. The origimal two-pieer. shaft acts es a flexible
coupling h*t$,een thr worrn gean drive and the distrib-
utor lxxly': it is imposrible to krcate ttre cylindcr lread,
whielr :,'rpflorts the distrihutor lxxly, accuratcly with
rcrpect to the crgine block because of ttre necerr$ery

stud hole rlearnncf in the heati. if the rigid, one-piece
shaft is used, rapid wear of the distritxrtor hearings ancl
run-out of th& distrit utur cam will result.

For hest timing of the N{Ol}trL ..1 ignition, set
hreaker po!:rts at .0?0" (range ic .018" to .0i9" ) " fiemove
the timing pin frr:m ttae front nf the timing gear cover,
reverre it. ant{ inseit it in the holt hole. Turn engin*
rlowly trnril the pin erters the reress in the carn gear.
Number orre p{ston is now on top dead center" Nonr
replace tinring pin bolt. Hetard spark lever. tr.oosen cam
in the distritxrtor and mtate lt to the nurnlrer orle elec-
trode in the distributor c*p. Tiren arijust positiun of eam
until the lnints are iust ready to npen ( the distrihutor
shaFt rotates counter clockwise). Tig'lii*,n csm $crcw.
Tum ignition o* and, while *lowly advanei*g the spork
lever, listen for a click of sparking at the point*, at
which time tho {rnrnotsr will inrmediately shaw a *light
dlscharge-;,rhout ll( &ulprrtt. The spark lever now should
have r*ove.rl d,*wn two notches, or X inclr. It*check; If
lever rrxrvt:s more than two nertches, advance the earn
siightlv Lry turning oounter-clockr*,ise, Tightea eam scretry

securely; {hen rnake a Enal cheek.
Aec''nrate re.*ults in eng$ne tirning are impossitl* if

parts *re worn and there lc exccssive barkl*sh. lf you
ffrrr't inrrnediately replacne worn part$, then try to Eet

the cirrn rrn the distributor so that, after timing is ,$st as

descrilrd, the exc*rs movernent is in a elockwise diree-
tinn so thnt tho nrotio* of tlre drive g*ar will not hav*
to take up the f,xee$$ motion befnre turning the aam end
of t&e clistribrtor sha&. If the backlash is takr.n up in a

oount*r<l*ckwi$ diffi{tiort, this will have the effc*t of
retarding, the spark.

To facilitatc effi.u*rt* cdiu*trnent of the disHhutor
timing, make * mm qrsrch of L' x *" x 8" lcng flat *toal
with nn rtlro" h*le ha"i$g e finr' irrternal shrttr proiecting
lk". This will St wsr lhe cam and tlre internal stud rc"ill

8t into the e*ffi notch to keep it frnrn turaing in thr
rmemch. With *ris \rr*ftch tho distributor csrn m* h4
tunwrl to ttro dsdtrod spot, rnd fukl arcurateiy, while thr
et$l scret*' ir hing ti$rtened.

Under no eircumstmcei should you attemnt to adiust
the servir-e br.ke by tunring up theclevito on the brika

;iii,*
:.i,

rd*; this woukl result ln the brakes bdng thrcnrrn out
d adirxtrnent and caucs uneq'rol we&r on the liningc.

Use chassis lubricunt in tire MODEL A water purrrp
Sttin6r; the usual "*'ater pump lubrieant" will rsmain
mliql, antl surplus lubricant forced into ttre rxmlinSl

t1'stern rnruy lodge in the radiatsr tubes $nd criuss engisle
ov*heating. The ordlnary ehassls lubricar* '*'i!l melt st
running temperatures *nd so ceure no radiator blrrkage.

To overcrorrre excessive end plav in thc bl$nH[, ,&

water pump shaft, build rrp tlie impell*r enc{ nf the
*haft by trr*aing anel grirrding nr Sllng the encl fttt rrttil
th* factory specifred clearing of .ffi8' to .CI10" [t eibtqinrd.
Excessive clt'aranee resu,lts from werr of the ch$ft end,
and rvcar of the machined thrust bos* in the enqine head.

Be cart{rrl to avoirt interchansins the Ir{ODEl. A
fuel tank nntl radiator cafrs, \thile-tht otrtr,,"nrd ;lfprar"
ance of these [s ltre qume. the lnsi<le cr:nstruetion is

diller*nt" The ftrel t*nk clap has a vent lrale in tlre raised

Jxlrtion r*,hich *llorvs air to flow from the rix tiny optn-
ings arountl tire lor*'er edge of the mp. Th[s prevents a
vacuurn fronr fonning in the fuel tank anrl stopping
ftow of g,;r.soline . If a firel tank cap is us6d on the rxtliator
it can allow water to leak ott, In an emrrgen{y, ;r r;lrli-
atnr c*p can [:e used or the fuel tank if it is tlritkt-l hut
rain rvirter dripping frorn the winrlshield visor will lq"lk
into the fuel tank through such a vent hoir,.

trt'hen parking t{OnEL A for any length of tirnr. L
rurc to close the shut-*f[ valve under the fuel tank. Dn
rurf depencl on the carbtrretor flocrt needle-l,alve as q
gNrsitive shrrt"oft', for the entire contenk af tlre fuel tank
can lcak orrt through the carburetor yalve ancl create a

real fire hazr,nl.
Any inaetrrrrcy of the fuel gage can b* enrrelted hy

bending the fioat wire. It is not"necersarv to rernnvr th*
g*ge from the tank to slo this if ytru urc [wr:, easily marle
tcols. Sa.crrre two nlel MODEL A trrake rrx s lntl saw off
ten inches nf the enrls with thc fixed eye; th*n trrt a lllr'
g*p in the side of each eye, flemovr the safeitv s{rrser}

frurn the fuel t;ink and, resching ttrrough the fil! ho!e.
hsld the ftoal qvire with one eye nxl wfuile you brntl tlre
srire in the *orrect dire*tion iuith the othe; cve ro(1.

Alwavs replaee the sa/efy lt.ren in the fill hrrl. of
th+'fuei innk-this is not mcrely a si,rainer lrrt ir a sirfr.ty
,lr"r'iee to prercnt explo*ion of 

-the 
fuel t&nk in the evcrrt

o{ a fire at the {ill hole.
Whec shtrtting o{f the enr{ir}e c*f fhe 1921i tnii 19fl!}

MOIIEL A Fords hadn6 the Blectrolrrck ';xrp+ut"
ignition switches, press the button all the way in, [.,rrt l-
sure trhe 'pop"out" button remalrw irrt Sornetinres, if n.
pressed ffrmly. 

_ 
it c.rn ;mp out again when yorr stop

erc*sing anei after the englne stopr tumlng; this trrrns
the igrrition on aguin and not nnly can nrn llre huftery
iio*rr brrt r.an lrtrrn out the high tension eoil.

lVhen installingg a MODEL A brttery, tle sure ttre
prittr:e pr-rle is grurnded. The anrmetei will in*licate
rcversed prllarrty lly operating in reverse, Dtnr;rgt: trr
the electrical system and lratterv can result frr,nr reverq-
iug polarity of the battery gnrunrl

A knocking noisc in the b{ODEL A enginr: c(}r{}es
frsm a urnm earnshaft tirning gear; thir aho giv*s fx)nr
angrng -perfunnance. Th* condition ces wllslly be car"
rcctad byl*stnlling e n$*l ooomixed {,ffi'or .{X}4', *ee
parts list)- timinq gear which comprasate* for lroear rn
tlre erankshaft gear.

Breakage of the cam rhaft thnrst-plunger spring can
cause the trtOpfl A engine to "huci" at-lorv'speetl. ,{,

neod*rn replacernent spring whieh is qn cxact fii is the
Sn<lge -#11$gS8 oil relirf-vulve spring, evailatrle frorn
Dtxlge dealers.
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