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Western
Model A News

The Official Nevslefter of
THE HODEL A RESTORERS' TLUB ( VEST5RN AUSTRALIA BRANCH I IIIr.

I||ARCH, I99O

1FFICE BEARERS: President: J1HN LUCA ( 309 1010 l. Secefary-freasurer: HELEN SHARP ( 3J9 4052 I

NEXT mJN/[trET['6: to Lake Leschenaultia m MARCH ZE, lgg0.
lileet at Diffiella Hotel at g.l5am. partr entry fee: 13 per car.

Rehearsal for the 1997 National Meet parade?

' An imposinE linrup of 2t]0 Mdhl A Roailstms anil 50 Forilors
of New Yort City's police ilepttuent-

OriginaJly trca z J-{?I risue af FordJIcrs'- srralrn in 'Madel A Jgersl JffL

vice President: L1UlsE R1AD I 159 1200 I fdifor: BEVAN SHARP I 339 1082 )

ruPY DEADLINE: by lhe 7th. of each nant'h to : P.0. B1X 42, Palmyra, l/.A.t dl57

VIEWS EXPRESSEO ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF N,A.R,(, ('{.A.1 INC,



March 3, { and 5, lgHl
BoyanupWeakend - Meet at Pioneer Village at 9.45am

for l0.ffhm departure. E.Y.O. lunch to eat 0n the say.

Sunday, MARCE 25, 1Sl0
Meet at 9.15am at corner of Waverley Street and Ale*ander Drive,
Dlanella (Dianella }Iotel) for f.illam departure. Morning tea stop

then on to Lake Leschenaultia- Entry fee: $3 per car. Electric BBQ's
(tilte.?Uc). $rimming facilities - ANGELO & JUDY CAILEIA.

Sunday, April l, l99tl
Toodyay Mmndine Festival - we havebeen invited again.

EASTER. AFAIL 13 - 15, 1990
Natlonal Meet tn Erlsbane or:

Run to Fonty's Fool organised by ALAN & EDITH JEFFREE.

MAY, 1990: (KELVIN & KATH PEFPER). JUNE, 1$10: 10th Anniversary
- STEYE READ to co-ordinate. JULY, 1:l9t (COIIN & MAXINE

DAVID$N). AUGUST: A.G.M. SEPTEildBEn 2s to OCTOBER 1,

1990: Long reekend Run to Busselton (JOHN & M McLEAN).

A NOSTATGIC IOOK BACK
From 'Wastern A Modet A Nefls'

October, 1984
oSunday, September 30th turned out to be one of the best rollups of A MODELS for some time
and we hope this ras a warm up to our nant meetirg on October 28th. TUffiRS numbered four;
TOURERS also four;rith one UTE and threc moderns.

n8tese and touise Read were out in their recently completed Tudor for its first Club Event-
Nerr members Bruce Jerell and Sallie Madgett turned up in Cooke's Tourer sith Sallie's
parents, Barbara & Alec, rho are holidaying here from Norrich, England. It vas good to sm
Parins making it along in their Ute again - Tony having taken some six months to repair a
puncture! Good going Tony - nact it's the side curtains for Rita.'

Tylar& ,4,ssocintss
LiceocYd fieneral tnsurafi(E Eruterc - Llfe .Assuraace Consultants

Speaial_sl;e,wite lor veteraa, vintage aad classic cat onfiets - uadervrittan ia lV.A.
Suite 28 shefto Lroe, A7{-882 Hey street, perth. 12l l}ll" per: I2l 1262

THROUGH THE REAR-VIEl,l I,lIRROR

A,nrumLfrrenkfa$ Uorbcnrs in tfis Parft,

TEN Morle1 A Forils ir ptrhapr not up to sur usual
racent strnilrril but seems to bt sell aloye the turn
out for mery othar am clubs in Australir!

Sone rmiyals still lootcd r little blerry-ryul rt thr
unacourtom:il sight of the sun at ?am on e Eunilay
morning, Dut ultimrtcly rvrn tht lrte rrrivals
enioytil r brcatfast. A fev vere regollccting a

preriour occasion uhen ETliYE READ attrmpteil to

fry his rgg on a hot plata only to sat it ilirapptrr
ilosn the drein hole - not once, but tvim!

After a rrhxin! brealfast anil r quiol necting r
fev members took the opportunity io risit ths
1992 National Mert Eeailquarttrs rt Norlimbe to
loot ovr thr accommodations anil facilitirs. AII
s*ueil suitably impresseil by the Centrr uilh its
grounils of lasns ani trees.

-2-



IVIINUTES
of Meeting held at Park in Ley Street, Como on February lg, lggt

with 35 members and 2visitors in 10 Model A-s and assurted varfeties of 'Brand-X'.

Aplogres from: ANGEIO & JUDY C.A,L[BIA, FIL LUCA, REG EtE'tiyETT

President JOHN LUCA relcomed ner members: ALF and PHYL FERNIHOUGH and visitors: Joe
Wollylo arul Edia Ingram.

The Minutes of the_previous maatlng rere read and accepted. Move{t DOROTIIY BENNIE,
seconded EILL SPENCER.

E-usiness trising: ALAN JEFFREE reported on Eoyanup Run: meet at Pioneer Village at 9.45am
(Jeffrues, Sharps, Lucas, Pepprq, Andrews) and Fdnty'd Pool arranged for train rid6 on Sunday
Forying and a barbecue at ALAN DUNS'. EEVAN SHARP distribute-d copies of the proposed By-
LAWS - members to consider and discuss at nmt meeting. San Diego Tiophy - Mai Ahnear not
present-_llea9335-ry8: ordered and paid for but not received from fslf y]t (ordered 50but only
gqtliqg_q0LFfEVE.READ to.present prctotype of leather rater pump csvir at next meetini.
SAILIE JE:lilEtL to be contactid for details ind suggestions on anbtnei euiz Nigtrt imiortii
BENNIE and BEVAN SHARP oftered to aseist). tvtei[ing advised that the Lotteries Commission
had supplied us with 50 Instant 'scratch and Match' tiihets for prizes. Some memberr going to
loodyay-Moondyne Festival. concessional Licenca sticlrers: btLL TENNIE to ordjr rrtrn
Combined Car Club. STTVE READ to contact U.K- Modet A, Club re receiving our Nemsletter.

Financial Repor[-Th9_qryretlrylTreasurer reported a balance in the Club funds of: $1,1g0.g0
and 1992 Fund of: $5,255.53 mahing a total of: $6JS5.43.

lO{{ Lp.CA- reported'that members (Lucas, Jeffrees, Letchs, Peppers, Lynchs, Andrems and
Godwins) had a good time on the poher hun.

Members rere ashed to place orders if they ranted club name badges.

JIM lt'ILtIAMS reported that another sale of parts may be held at JEANNANE RICIIARDS after
he returned from Brisbane.

Letter read from Q_ueensland Model A club requesting $65 towartt trophies for the National
Meet. Msred sTEvE EEAD, seconded ALAil JETTREE ina passea init iilina ir,i ias [uiiot
dictate a specfic section for the trophy.

BILI EEN-NIE reported on the 1S? National Committee Meettng: Vi6eo wlth our film plus W.A.
Tourism Commission and Australian National Railrays about to be sent to Ssuth Australia for
,tlilitE. S magnetic sticlters about to be ordered fbr Ertsbane. Tourlsm rltsplay and Eyre
Highray hits to be tahen to Bristana

JOHN McLEAN reprted qn !!e_,p_rgposed run to Eusselton on the September long reekend.
Membars indicated interest - JOHN & M McLEAN tobook accommdation and arraige details
next reek as bookirgs rere already heavy.

STEVE READ spoke on screen printing of the logo on Club tm shirts. Members c{nfirmed their
support for the efforts of DENISE BROWN.

There beiru ns further business, the meeting closed at g.4sam.

-Twenty 
Perf,ent of Americam wbuld rather have a tooth extracted than take their cr h

for repairs _' - 'lW Arwricans'

'Nothing.has cgrns almg that can beat ttre horse antl buggy.' t.S bwinessman fftawlcey
Ww's adv*v to his nWrxtw wtn intenbd to hv*st {5,N-i, tbrry Ford's twrp*ty. '

1..

'l"r.r,'@ rt.r$srrrt1ii *Y :"nr'tr: -"'
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CLUB BY-[AW'S
If is an rndrrpufatde tarf; that trs af€ r?mr-gt1reff?ad by tirne fr-er-s af et'rrarntflant {rith a ln|tham
af 'q)rr4rru' an,, senri-Crrrexn reJlf nafiesl in this,tuclrlt munttT' ff,9{ffi }JgmnrPt ra do iarr a

raslim,iiar:i ty to pn&t aur Club atrl i& aeenr-bers lmfuefiaoas_ trom'tfirlmselrasl. ffencu memienr

aeirsran n i*fi a -ef crf gurde-lrhes ,{ farii+*rsi.riz* are}sfud tryJar. PJaasa rcad and add sr
subtnct lnur wn ffor4,'J?fsnmdy fw rofi'rgraf the nefi meefing-

1. All Club vehicles must have an annual safety and road-rorthiness check try the officlal
Vehlcle &aminer or by ansther approved Club's Vehicle Examiner. In tha latter casG a

photo-copry of the aramination certificate must be supplied for Club records.

?. Any vehicle not examined, and passed, within.three months of tne officiat examination day will
not be parmitted to participaie in 

-CtuU 
erents until passed bry the vehicle enraminer and a stickar

and certificate issued.

3- Apologies for non-attendance at meetings to be advisetl to the organiser of that month's run-

4. MeetirgslRunslRaltias rill never be cancelled hcauso of 'the weathar.'

5. A departure time for return iourneys rill be set on longer-distance runs.

6. Any mamber rho has not paid the annual subscription fee by December 31 (Corrstitution says

'september 30') vill be considered to have resignad. Their narne and datails vill be rcmwed from

the Club's meinbership and they rill not rcceive future nersletters or benefits or be eligible to

attend Club runs until payment is received.

?. The Club vehicle examiner may examine any Club Yehicle at a Club event. Potentialll
dangerous mechanical faults on CtuL vehicles bought to the orner's attention should bc repaired

bcfora being permitted to participato in future Club erents.

8. AII drivers in official Club events must possess a current drivers' Iicence.

9. AIt vehicles in official Club eryents must be licenced fully or concessionally.

10. Concessionally licencrd vehicles must abide by all relesant conditions and display a sticker

on the windscreen.

11. AII drivers and passengers participating in official Club euents shall do so on tha condifion

that they have no ctiim agiinst-the Club, iti officials, servants, agents or sponsors either Fintly
or individually for any personal infiries, or damage caused in any ray-

12. The condurt and actr*ns of any visitors to any offtcial event Club ervent shall be the

responsibility of tha host r;:ember.

"Watch The Fords Go By"

€'f,g[I.- EvEtr{c.{E EE€ (J15
in. (rcDBilREl,l(ll. a,r Dlp
wt cr.g, '-24i

tpT
'*ffrtrxr
Ldn

r)
Iffi
6da'
ffifl

7U
h\
$ -_1

rEll..-lI lrol5 ur! ?'
ftilt6gl A aJtft,7fi{/",
tull tf ATPPET-CI r
xEnfEuFnllonl|'
6ru{qr-$D r |$rrTD
c&tx1l' Yilg,fl a3 /l.-
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CLUTCH GHATTER

BESTO BI N G

LEAKY GAS

SHUTOFF

VALVE S

By A.N. Lepore

I smell gas ! How many times have

you entered a Model "A" and been

confronted with the penetrating odor

of gasoline? The usual reason: gaso-

line leaking from the shutoff valve,

rnd evidenced by the telltale dark

-spot on the floor mat. You may not
observe much leakage, but it's ag
irritating as a dripping faucet, and
it only takes a few drops a day to fill
the interior with odorous fumes that
are appealing only to a limited num-
ber of sniffers. The "fix" of tighten-
ing the packing nut a bit may have

worked a decade ago, but chances are'
looseness and dried packing won't
respond as expected.

Restoring a valve to working effi-
ciency is not difficult since the inter-
nal construction is relatively simple.
There are three distinct types of
valves which were used in the "A",
two of which are illustrated in Fis. 1.

These two were located under the
tank inside of the car. The third was
mounted on the firewall, in the engine
rmpartment. This artiele will cover

-the two inside the car which have
brass bodies with steel hardware. But,
here the similarity ends.

The shorter style with the spring
under the cap and cast handle is nor-
mally found on 1928-29 models. The
improved type with packing nut and
sheet metal handle was used on all
later models. The very last l\(odel
"A's" and some later years were
equipped with a vertical type exter-
nally mounted on the firewall. Two
stem packing sizes were supplied and
fit all models. They consist of graph-
ited asbestos and flax composition.
Figure 2A shows dimensions for the
smaller packing #A-9193 used on the
1928-29 models. Figure 28 is used on
all later valves, (B8-9193) and Figure

2C shows alteration to the larger
packing to fit 1928-29's when the cor-
rect size is not available. (Cut off a

section diagonally using a razor
blade.)

To disassemble the valve loosen up
the packing nut or cap and yank out
the stem. It may not come out too
readily, but assuming the valve turns,
the only thing that is holding it baek
is the packing. It is not necessary to

I ''"

i r., 11;1iri$,,i1t,iii1i

' ' 
ri:"-^' -

,.1, J.;,i,)^,1.i..

remove the valve from the car for
disassembly. Once apart, clean out
all varnish and remove old packing.
Examine tapered section and file off
any nicks. Coneentric grooves in this
area are not serious, but for those
rvho desire perfection and are willing
to put in the extra effort, it is pos-

sible to lap the cone sections together.
The trick here is to use a compound
made especially for soft materials and
turn the stem around until the de-

sired fit is achieved, and then clean

out all traces of compound. Ordinary
emery won't do as it has a tendency
to imbed in brass. The real key to
leakage control is to use a small
amount of stop leak compound on the
working parts. There are numerous
compounds available for petroleum
base fluids, which are non-hardening
and really work; even fumes won't
get by. The aerospace industry uses

them extensively to seal refrigerants
and toxic fluids (also useful on leak-
ing flttings or fuel gauge gaskets).

Coat the tapered stem and new
packing with the stop leak compound
and reassemble. On the early model
valves it is advisable to precompress
the packing in place using a hollow
wooden rod. The reason is that only a
spring acts on the packing in these
models. On the later models tighten
packing nut until there is a drag on

the stem. Orient the valve ^etem in
the proper position and install handle

using nut and washer. The correct
lock washer is a _r./a x 3,/s extra light

Technical Hinls

Effi

Fg
I
Jl/A-- clfFis. 2
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series and the nut is a 7+-28 with %
hex special size. Where the fitting
ends are beat up they will need st-
tention. File ofr any nicks from the
eonical sealing surface and damaged
threads can be readily fixert up with a

three cornered file.
It appears that practically any valve

can be restored to working efficiency.
The author disassembled a dozen
valves and picked several of the worst
hundred-thousand milers in the batch.
AI-l worked fine after reassembly.

It might be worthwhile to mention
some facts about the fuel lines also.
The tubing for these lines should be

steel and not copper as many are led
to believe. Copper embrittles f rom
flaring, flexing, and vibration and
eventually stands a good chance of
cracking. Even plain steel is not cor-

rect; the praper. tubing being a

wrapped steel - sheet (wrapped and
brazed brass was also an original
specified material) which is brazed
together (see illustration, Fis. 3a).
The majority of this tutring has a
protectiv.e copper finishl' hence the
popular itrisconception. 

'rl' 
' r- ;:'

This is the only tubing appioved
by the S.A.E. for automotive fuel and

brake lines. This extra strong tuhing
has unexcelled fatigue resistance and
is about the only tubing capable of
being double flared. On the large Iine
from the tank to the shutof, the
double flared end is'the correct style
and is illustrated in Fig. 3b.

The writer hopes this article has
simplified one small phase in the res-
toration and preservation of the dura-
ble'Model "A".

iit *iiefrllt$d; ir,* S,.

Fig. 3

Tiny Tips
2" WOOD SCREW

Even though a Model A comes with two running boards,
have you ever noliced Model A'ers always ssem to plog

down on the lront bumper when they ars 'kicking liros or
telling lish stories?{ ,

And as l'm suro you've found oul,lhal 1/4" piece ol stsgl
isnt lhe rTxlst cornlortablo sola made - I always end up with

a case ol tgrminal bumper rash.

ll you are tired ol getting Model A bumper rash, try
fuilding a ModelA bumper seat.

Cut a 10" circle out ol3/4" pl;ruvood. Sand and easo (roll

to a smooth, rounded edge) the top edges. Atlach two
1"x2"x8n pine strips on the underside with 2" scrsws. Space
tho strips 1/4'apart.

While you're at it, make apairsoyourtravslingcompan-
ion orlellow "fish story leller" has a placs to sit too.

You now have a comtorlable seal that qubkly slips down
over lhe lront bumper and is just as easily ronpved and
lhrown under the ssat (or in the trunk) when you'ro ready to
drive away.

Gary Lloyd, Dallas tllodel A Ford Club

10" PLYWOOD

ILTUSTRATEO BY HOWARD BARNES

1ta"

ls this a 'half-finished restoration"? Mild water pump !eak!

A 'l 930 standard tudor sectioned to show all the parts. The rear quarter shows
the paint procedure from bare metal to Iinal paint.

4i
*h

ft
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Ner Member - JOHN and PATRICIA LAURIE, B? Clenton Road, Gidgegannup 65g5. SA't ?Olg.'?g
Tourer rhich has been 'uted'. Engine {umber CAQWfl. Needs freapstf-partilnO is eagar to tat the
thlng on the road and have some [un.' That's.thp attitude wB like! Add to your Register]

Well, it's not been easy but we now have a total of 6U Family Memberships. Mmt past members did not
respnd to letters and re had one refusal but 60 is not too bad - eh?

The heeper of the Club Photo Album would lihe to bring the albtrm up to date so if you have any
photographs o[ the fo]lowing: Ningham (September), AtCOe (October],'All Ford Day'or Tall Timbers
J:]I]ll**mber| oR any beiorelaiter photis or yodi restoration, ptedii contact LAUREL CooKE on
4Wg?ff or just bring them along to any meetin!.

The Second PAN PACIFIC RALLY ritl be held in New Zealand from 8th to ?lst of February, t9S? (you
cruld still be back for our National Meet ln Aprit). The comprehensive progiamm" is tor iit motor
vehiclas up to 1960. Contact: Rob Xnight, P.O. Em't363, Palrierston $orth, frer Zeatand.

Please.support thosa businesses vho advertise ln our Nersletter. TelI them thelr support is
appreciated. We are running out of advertisers - any thoughts to the Editor urgenny bieam.

As your Editor andyour Secretary are off to Bristana in a fer rmks for the National Meet - please
c0ntact either nor if_you.have any questions or requirements. The next Nerysletter rill be pioOuceO in
early April but the May issue rill not appear untii about mid-May. articles and any copy dfttt
required so if you have ANyTHING, please send it in nm - Ta,

EEAD GABITETE - have arrived at tast but as there was a snafm with numbers ln N.S.W. re only
received 20 (not 50 as ordertd). Those vho ordered may collect at the neit meeting.

CLUB NAME EADGES - Those who ordered may collect at the nant meeting - only $6 each.

This is the official 1992 National Meet logo and ba{ge as designed by
the very cleryer (and very helpful) ROSS IETCH.

Your 19!12 committe have produced a brochure inviting Model A ovners
to our Meet. Please contact the committee if you voull like copies of
the brochure to send to any Model A swners ybu xncrw anlmherr in the
rorld. They also have a special brochure on train travei to our Mwt.

The committee members goirrg to Brisbane are taking a display unit
(?m high by 3.5m long) on laan from the w.A. Tourlsir cominiiston to
erect at the Meet lleadquarters.

The father of CIRe of otlr Club members scored a real wln last month rhen he Burchased a Tudor
fnf'arentty in good condition) from Hununnura advertised in the V.C.C.'s ,g;iriy Auto, for iust $SOO.
Whatever the frtight came to it must be the buy of the decade. Who. 

'* ieatouulgveryoni dr6iUfyl

"-'.it would certainly seem that ttro Fards standirrg side by side, iooking exacly aUkB
and madeso exactly alike that any part could be tlken orjt or d; fid pli inti tne
other would be alike" Eut they are nbt. They ritl have diflerent road habits. TiIe have
men who have driven hurrdreds, and in sorne c&ses thousands, of Fords and they say
that no two wer act precisely the same - that if they shauld drive a new car for an hcrur
or elren less and then the car wa$ mixed with a buncir of other nff ones, aiso eactr
driven for a single hour and under the same conditions, that although they could not
recognise the car they had been driving merely by tooking at it, th{coulri do so by
flriving it."_ "My Lite and Work" by Eenry Fartt, Ig?.8

Uffi$..
frmH

V - 12ttt
NATPI{AI. IEET
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For specialist repair of automatic transmissions and power steering
consult the experts at:

tfrfi rwW Hax Ar*urb

wr$r COA$I Aur0mArrfs pty rtd
2l Wellington $treetr,ttorley

telephone: 275 1540

for all your automatic transmission, power steering and torgue
converter repairs and parts

TIP FOR REAR
SPRING SPREADER
By Paul Braun
Pittsburgh, Pa.

CAR WE IGHT

f - socxrr
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