


fJ:c .2?~~ 

92~ ~av~n 











EMIGRATION TO THE SW AN RIVER. 

PLACE OF' EMIGRATION; 
\Vl1'H 

MR. FRASER'S REPORT 
ON ITS BOTANICAL PRODUCTIONS, 

As Read bifo1'e the Limuran Society ; 

THE OUTFITS REQUISITE FOR EMI.GRANTS; 

AND TH E COST AT WIIICHTHE NEC!iSSARIES AND COMFORTS OF LIFE MAY 

BE OBTAI NED j 

~be t!rerm~ otiet:elJ to iSmigt:antG hl! Qliobet:ttntent, 

&c. &c. &c. 

TO WHICH 13 A DTJED, TR & 

LATEST AND MOST CORRECT INFORMATION 
As to the Prog•·ess of the First Settle,·s, ctnd the Present State qf the ,Colony. 

THE UNIVERSAL PAMPHLETEER, 
Co,sistitzg of Scarce, Jnstrucl'ive, and Entertaining Tt·acts on all Subjects, com.prisea

Lives of firnur,rkable Meu-Fw:ts and Romances from llislory-Ta.tes ana Legends
l!.':rtram·dirwry T rial.<, Advent1wes , Pherwmena, and C•·imes-.il.bstracts of Acts of Par
timnent- Arls and Treatises, t%c. 4·c. 



EMIGRATION TO THE SWAN RIVER. 

NEW HoLLAND is one of those south, is estimated to contain from 
~ountries about which a great deal five to .six millions of acres, of which 
pas been written, and very little is the greater part is supposed to be fit 
)mown. It is of course easy to sf<J,te; for th_e p!o!lgh. On this tract of 
its distance from the other great land it is calculated that a mil
'continents of the world, to inform lion of souls might find comfort
,the reader in what degree of latitude able subsistence._ Captain Stirling 
·and longitude it is found, and to lately made an examination of the 
conjecture pretty nearly the circum- country, which, however, was ra
ference of its vast and varied shores. pi.dly . and imperfectly performed, 
•With the aid of a few intelligent set- and the language in which he de
ltlers and clever navigators, a tolc- scribes it is particularly vague.
rably correct pi~ture may be sketch- "We found,'' says he, "the country 
ed of a small portion of the eastern in general rich and romantic ; we 
coasts, with some few points here gained the summit of the first range 
and there, on the other parts of the of mountains, and had a bird's eye 
shore; but beyond this our real view of an immense plain, which 
knowledge does not extend, and if extended as far as the eye could 
we proceed, our descriptions must reach, to the northward, southward, 
be grounded in great measure on and westward. After ten days' ab
theory and conjecture. Information, sence, we returned to the ship; we 
however, is continually on the in- encountered no difficulty that was 
crease: the courage and enterprise not easily removable, (and therefore 
of our countrymen are perpetually no difficulty); we were furnished 
conducting them into the unexplored with abundant fresh provisions by 
regions of this new world; and the our guns, and met with no obstruc
occnrreuces of almost every day tion from the natives.'' 
throw some new light upon its sin- The climate of the New, or" Aus-
gularly mysterious recesses. tralian Hesperia" appears to be 

The interior being nearly nn- somewhat humid. The summer 
known, and as the mouth of no great winds are said to he invariably ac
river has yet been discovered on any companied by rain, and the land and 
part of the coast, the most interest- sea-breezes create a moisture in the 
ing inquiry appears to be-, whether atmosphere, which renders the cli
the new settlement on the Swan mate cool and agreeable. This mois
River, on the western shores of New ture greatly promotes vegetation, 
Holland, possesses any real ad van- and mainly contributes to the keep
tages over the colonies in New ing up of that rich and romantic ap
South Wales? . The best method of pearance which Captain Stirling so 
determining this point appears to be, much admires. 
to recapitulate concisely the charac- Coal has not yet been found at 
teristics of both sides of the island, the Swan River, but there appears 
and allow the comparison to be ta- · to be the greatest probability that 
citly made by the reader himself. abundant mines of it exist there. 

The " Australian Hesperia,'' of Fresh water is plentiful; and upon 
the Quarterly Review, extending \the mountains, trees of enormous 
from latitude 31° to latitude 34" 30' magnitude were observed. But the 
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advantages of this colony are thus 
briefly recapitulated by Mr. Fraser, 
the scientific companion of Captain 
Stirling:- . 

"In giving my opinion of the land 
seen on the banks of the Swan 
River, I hesitate not in pronouncing 
it superior to any lever saw in New 
South Wales, east of the Blqe 
Mouhtains, not only in its local cha
racter, but in the many existing ad
vantages which it holds out to set
tlers. These advantages I consider 
to be-

,, Fi1·st,--The evident superiority 
of the soil. 

"Secondly,-Tbe facility with 
which a settler can bring his farm 
into a state of immediate culture, in 
consequence of the open state of the 
country, which allows not a greater 
average than two trees to an acre. 

" Tllirdly,-The general abun
dance of the springs, producing 
water of the best quality, and the 
consequent permanent humidity of 
the soil; two ad van t.ages not exist
ing on the eastern coast. And, 

"Fo1t?·tldy,-The advantages of 
water-carriage to his door, and the 
non-existence of impediment to land
carriage." 

Between the two heads which 
form the entrance into Swan River, 
there is, unfortunately, a bar, made 
-by the continuity of the limestone 
ridge. Over this bar, the depth at 
low water is hut six feet, and is, 
therefore, practicable only for boats 
or rafts. About a mile inside the 
heads, the water deepens, and then 
commences a succession of cliffs, or 
natural wharfs, with Jimr, five, and 
six fathoms at their bases. The 
same depths are extended over R 

magnificent expanse of salt water, 
to which Captam Sterling· has given 
the name of Melville Water, and 
which, in his opinion, ~ants only a 
good entrance to make 1t oue of the 
finest harbours in the world, heing 
seven or eight miles in l€ngtb, by 

three or four in breadth, and having 
a depth of water from four to seven 
fathoms. This narrow entrance of 
the river, he thinks, might be made 
navigable by ships of burden with
out difficulty or great expense. 

When the town begins to rise, and 
substantial buildings are required, 
the blocks of stone procured by 
quarrying this entrance, will go far 
towards paying the expense of ex
cavation. 

Into this expansive sheet of water 
fall two rivers ; one from the north
east, which is properly the Swan 
River-the other from the south
east, called Canning's River. Cap
tain Stirling examined them both; 
the former to its source, the latter 
beyond the point where the water 
ceased to be brackish. They are 
both sufficiently convenient for boat 
navigation, even at the end of the 
dry season ; and any obstruction 
might easily be removed to make 
them more so, by which the produc
tions of an immense extent of coun
try might be transported by water
carriage. 

Mr. Fraser remarks, that nothing 
of the mangrove appears along the 
banks of the Swan River, the usual 
situation of this plant being here oc
cupied by the genus Metrosideros. 
The first plain, or flat, as it is called, 
contiguous to the river, commencing 
at Point Fraser, is formed of a rich 
soil. and appears, by a deposit of 
wreck, to be occasionally flooded to 
a certain extent. Here are several 
extensive salt-marshes, which Mr. 
Fraser thinks are admirably adapted 
for the growth of cotton. The hills, 
though scanty of soil, are covered 
with an immense variety of plants ; 
among others, a magnificent species 
of Angophera occupied the usual 
place of the Eucalyptus, which, bow
ever, here, as on the eastern side, 
generally forms the principal feature 
in the botany of the country, accom
panied by Mimosa, Corrca, Mela-
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leuca, Casuarina, Banksia, and 
Xantharea. The brome, or kanga
roo-grass, was most abundant. On 
a more elevated fiat, a little farther 
up the river, the botanist observes 
that the " magnificenr.e of the Bank

. si a, and aborescent Zamia, which 
was here seen thirty feet in height, 
added to the immense size of the 
Xanthorea near this spot, impart to 
the forest a character truly tropical.'' 
He says, that about five miles to the 
eastward of the river, there is an 
evident change in the character of 
the country; ex.tensivc plains of the 
richest description, consisting of an 
alluvial deposit, equalling in fertility 
those of the banks of the River 
Hawkesbury, in New South Wales, 
and covered with the most luxuriant 
brome grass. The Casuarina, so 
common near the limestone ridge of 
the coast, here disappears, aud is 
succeeded by a pendulous species of 
Metrosideros, w·hich continues to the 
source of the river. 

'' From this point," Mr. Fraser 
says, " the country resembles, iu 
every essential character, that of the 
banks of those rivers which fall to 
the westward of the Blue Mountains 
in New South Wales, varying al
ternately on each ·bank, from hilly 
promontories of the finest red loam, 
and covered with stupendous An
gopheros, to extensive fiats of the 
fillest description, studd·ed with mag
nificent blue and water gums, and 
occasional stripes of Acacias, and 
papilionaceous shrubs, resembling 
the green wattle of New South 
Wales." 

The animal productions are gene
rally the same as those of New 
South Wales. The human species, 
in their physical qualities and en
dowments, are the same. Most of 
them wore kangaroo cloaks, which 
were their only clothing. 'fhey 
.:arry the same kind of spears, anfl 
l.he womera, or throwing stiek, as 
a re used hy those in New Soutl• 

Wales. In the snmmor months they 
frequ ent the sea-coasts, where their 
skill in speaTing fish is described as 
quite astonishing. In the winter 
they chieJl.y dwell in the woods on 
the higher grounds, where the kan
garoos, the opossum tribes, and the 
land tortoises, are abundant. These, 
with birds and roots, constitute their 
sustenance. They have neither boat 
nor raft, nor did their party fall in 
with any thing resembling a hut. 
They made use of the word " Kan
garoo," and other words in use at 
Port Jackson. The party saw only 
the three kinds of animals above 
mentioned, but heard the barking of 
the native dog. No other reptiles bnt 
iguanas and lizards, and a single 
snake, presented themselves. 

Of birds, the list is more exten
sive. The emu is frequent on the 
plains, and that once suppose1l" rm·a 
avis," the black swan , was seen in 
the greatest abundance on the river 
to which it has lent its name, and 
particularly on Melville Lake. 
Equally abundant were numerous 
species of the goose and duck fa
mily. White and blue cockatoos, 
parrots and parroquets, were every 
where found. Pigeons and quails 
were seen in great quantities, and 
many melodious birds were heard 
in the woods. 

Seals were plentiful on all the is
lands. Captain Stirling says, that 
it was not the season for whales, but 
their debris strewed the shore of 
Geographer's Hay. The French, it 
is stated, met with a prodigious 
number of whales alon g this part 
of the coast, and sharks, equally 
numerous, and of an enormous size, 
some of them stated to he upwards 
of two thousand pounds in weight. 
Vlaming mentions the vast numbers 
of la·rge sharks on this part of the 
coast, and he, as well as the French, 
found the sea near the shore swarm
ing with sea-snakes, the largest 
about nine or _ ten feet long. Cap-
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tain Stirling's party procured three 
or four different kinds of good escu
lent fish ; one in particular, a species 
of rock-cod, is described as excel
lent. 

"The bottom of the sea,'' observes 
Captain Stirling, "is composed of 
calcareous sand, sometimes pass
iug into marl or clay. On this may 
be seen growing an endless variety 
of marine plants, which appear to 
form the haunts, and perhaps the sus
tenance, of quantities of small fish. 
When it is considered that the bank 
extends a hundred miles from the 
shore, and that, wherever the bottom 
is seen, it presents a moving picture 
of various animals gliding over the 
green surface of the vegetation, it is 
not too much to look forward to the 
time when a valuable fishery may be 
established on these shores. Even 
now, a boat, with one or two men, 
might be filled in a few hours.'' 

The Island of Buache is admirably 
adapted for a fishing-town. The 
anchorage close to its eastern shore, 
iu Cockhurn Island, is protected 
against all winds; and the island 
itself, of six or seven thousand acres 
of a light sort of sand and loam, is 
well suited, as Mr. Fraser thinks, 
for any description of light garden 
crops. The side next the sea is 
fenced by a natural dyke of lime . 
stone, covered with cypress, and in 
many places with au aborescent 
species of Metrosideros ; and all the 
vall~ys are dothed with a gigantic 
species of Solanum, and a beautiful 
Brownonia. The soil in these thick
ets is a rich brown loam, intermixed 
with blocks of limestone, aud sus
ceptible, Mr. Fraser thinks, of pro
ducing any descri.ption of crop. 
Fresh water may be had in all these 
valleys, by digging to the depth of 
two feet. On this island Captain 
Stirling caused a garden to be 
planted and railed out; on which 
account he named it " Garden 
Island ."' 

On this island, Buache, or ganlen 
(as the party named it), Captain 
Stirling left a cow, two ewes in 
lamb, and three goats, where, he 
observes, abundance of grass and a 
large pool of water awaited them. 
They would be, at all events, per
fectly free from any disturbance from 
the natives. 

Rottenest Island is the largest in 
this quarter, being about eigllt miles 
in length; it contains several saline 
lagoons, separated from the sea, on 
the north-east side, by a beach, com
posed of a single species of bi,•alve 
shell. Like Buache, it is covered with 
an abundant and vigorous vegetation, 
and a small species of kangaroo is 
said, by Freycinet, to be numerous 
upon it. Vlaming, who first dis· 
covered it, speaks in raptures of the 
beauties of this island, to which, 
from the multitude of rats, as he 
thought them to be, he gave the name 
of the" Rats' Nest." 

It is not to be supposed that a 
hasty visit could enable the party 
to explore the mineralogical re
sources of the country. It appears, 
however, by a list of the soils and 
rock formations, in Captain Stirling's 
report, that he brought home speci
mens of copper ore, of lead ore with 
silver, and also with arsenic, two 
species of magnetic iron, several va
rieties of granite and chalcedony, 
am\ of limestone, with stalagmite 
incrustations, &c. Tbe high cliffs 
of Cape Naturalist abound with large 
masses of what Mr. Frasercalls ''an 
extraordinary aggregate,"containing 
petrifactions of bivalve, and other 
marine shells, every particle of which 
was incrusted with minute crystals. 
H ere, too, he says, veins of iron, of. 
considerable thickness, were seen to 
traverse the rock in various direc
tions; and he speaks of the caverns. 
formed in the micareous schist us be
tween the granite and the limestone, 
as something very extraordinary . 
They contained rock-salt in large 
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quantities, forming thick incrusta- south bank, I observed quantities of 
tions on every part of the surface, a beautiful species of B1·ownonia, 
beautifully crystallized, and pene- growing in great luxuriance on the 
trating into the most compact parts margin of a salt-marsh ; its flowers 
of the rock. In many of these ea- were of a brilliant sky-blue. Here 
verns were very brilliant stalactites I likewise observed a magnificent 
and stalagmites, of extraordinary species of Melaleuca with scarlet 
size, adhering to the nodules of gra- flowers, and two species of MetTo-
nite which form their bases or floors, sideros. · 
and which are from forty to fifty " Half a mile from the entrance, I 
feet above the level of the sea. found the soil, althou gh apparently 

In several parts of the limestone sterile, to consist of a fine light brown 
formation, mineral springs were loam, containing a small proportion 
found ; one in particular was noticed of sand, and capable of producing 
within half a mile of the entrance any description nflight garden crops. 
into Swan River. It bubbled out at This description applies not only to 
the base of the solid rock in a stream, the immediate bank as far as the 
whose transverse area was measured reach below Pelican Point, but 
by Captain Stirling, and found to be likewise to the hills, as far as my 
from six to seven feet, running at the observations went. 'Ihese hills pre
rate of three feet in a second of sent the appearance of a petrified 
time. It was thermal, saline, pleasant . forest, from the immense quantity of 
to the taste, and some who partook ' trunks which protrude for several 
of it attributed to it an aperientqua- feet above the surface; but their de
lity. composed state renders them of be-

The followin g interesting report of nefit rather than otherwise to the soil. 
the " Botanical Productions, &c., of "I was much astonished at the 
the Banks of Swan River, Isle of beautiful dark green appearance of 
Buache, &c.,'' was lately read by the trees, considering that the season 
Mr. Fraser before the Linnrean So- had been eyidently unusually dry; 
ciety :- ·but the cause must arise from the 

"The North and South Heads of great number of springs with which 
the entrance into Swan River are this country abounds. On penetra
formed below rocks of fossil lime- ting two feet iuto the earth, I found 
stone, in an advanced state of de- the soil perfectly moist; and I feel 
composition, presenting, in many confident that, had I proceeded a 
instances, apertures of the most fan- foot deeper, I should have found 

· tastic form, in which are exposed to water. On the beach I observed 
view the appearance of masses of several small pools of water, and 
roots, and trunks of trees of great numerous moist spots, which, in 
size. seasons of usual humidity, must be 

"The soil on the south ~ead, converted into springs, issuing from 
though barren, produces a cons1der- the calcareous rocks beneath. 
able variety of interesting plants; "The luxuriance of the herbage 
amongst which I observed a beauti- on the beach itself is truly astonish
fnl species, producing large quanti- ing. Here I observed a beautiful 
ties of rich blue flowers, and a pendulous species of L eptospernmm, 
species of reclining white flowers resembling, in its appearance, auu 
give a snowy appearance to many the situation it prefers, the weeping 
parts of the cliff8 . willow. Au ·aruorescent species of 

"In tracing the river a quarter Acacia was likewise seen associating 
of a mile from its entrance on t l:e with it. 



EMIGRATION TO THE SWAN RIVER. 7 

"While examining the produc- est green. Here the genus Banksia 
tions of a mass of cavernous lime- appears in aB its grandeur, consist- . 
stone rocks on the beach, I was as- ing of three species, of which gmndi& 
tonished by observing an extensive is the most conspicuous. 'flte prin
spring issue from beneath them ; its cipal timber is Eucalypt'tls. The 
width was about seven feet, running shrubs consist of a species of Dt·y
at the rate of three feet in a second: andrtt, two species of Hakea, one of 
the water is brackish, but evidently GTevillett, and a species of -pendu
fresh at some periods· of the tide. lous Viminm·ia of 'considerable 
Its elevation is about three feet height, richly clothed with yelloiY 
above low-water mar);., ' yet at tl1e and crimson flowers, associating it
lowest ebb its current was at the self in ibe most graceful mannei 
above rate. with the pendulous LeptospeTmum 

''The soil on the north head is already alluded to. 
sandy; its preductions a~e much the ~·The shores are covered with 
same as that on the south. Two rushes of great height and thickness, 
hundred yards from the beach the concealing many heautiful syngene
soil changes t!l a light red loam, imJ sious plants; they are occasionally 
proving, as the hills are ascended, to flooded. 
that of a fine virgin earth. The ''The soil between the above 
valleys separating these hills are of points resembles, · in its surface, -the 
the richest description, and capable' s'andy soil of the shores· of Port 
of producing any crop; the country Jack_son, . more than · any hitherto 
continues of the same description• seen; but, on digging a few inches, 
aloug the coast, as far as my ohser-' it is found to cohtain a considerable 
vations went, and inland to 'Pelican propoi·tion of •Jo'am. The valleys and 
Point, beyond which its character heacllarius are of excellent soil, more 
was not examined. particularly that of Garden Point. 

" The limestonew ith which these' I Here we planted several Banttnas, 
hills are studded renders them admi-·! and seeds of a1l sorts of cul-inary 
rably adapted for the ctllture of.the I vegetables. This poin·t produces an 
vine, and, being divested of tfrrjber 1 immense number of herbaceous 
or brushwood, to immediate culture. plants, amoug which is a species of 

"The few trees and shrubs seen Goo£7enia. 
on these hills are stunted, hut a " The botanical productions of 
species of Calyt1·ix, or cypress, is of Point Heathcote are splenoid, con
the most beautiful green. sisting of magnificent Banltsias and 

''On perambulating the beach I Dryand1·as, a remarkable species of 
was astonished at the great degree Ha/tea, two of G1·evillea, one of 
offragrance imparted by two species Leptospermum, and a beautiful 
of Metroside1·os, then in flower, ex-. dwarf · species . of Ca,lyt1·ix. Here 
ceediilg \l,nythin'g I . ever' smelt. :· o n;; w;e iounu ··great aliundalJce 9f- fresh 
the beach 1 obS'etved· a·'magnificeut! I water or;· t)1e ' beili;h, ·by . scratching 
arborescimt :_, splki~s ·af 'Rit'a!}o'dfa; tli'e1siirfclwith tnirfingers; '*libin two 
twerJ.tY. 1feet lll height,, and immense I inches of l'ow-\yater . mark: . ' The 
quantities'' of Gna]Jil.(tlium; but no , beach _at Ga.rden· Point is of the 
marine productions were discovered. 1 saine · character; aiid I doubt not 

"From•; Pelican Point to othe en- I but every peach ' within the he'\ds 
trance bf :the Morea'u, the country is will be found of a similar descriptiQn. 
diversified with hills of gentle eleva- ' "The vienr from Pelican Point is 
tion, '·and 1 narrow v~•lleys, mag·nifi- exceed ing·ly graM· ; the contrast ·be: 
cenH-y'clothed with trees of the rich- . tweeu_the dark blue of fhe distant 
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mountains and the livid green ofthe. dently flooded, drift timber havint; 
surrounding forests is peculiarlr been seen five feet above the surfa<,c. 
pleasing, and, to the eye of a person Here are extensive salt-marshes, 
accustomed to the everbrown of the 11dmirably adapted for the growth of 
fQrests of Port Jackson, it must he cotton. The hills on the banks of 
particularly interesting, so materi- .the river are barren, resembling 
ally distinct is it from anything in those of Port Jackson, producing, 
New South Wales. From Point however, a magnificent species of 
Heathcote to the Inlands the coun- Angoplw1·a, which seems to abound 
try seemed to improve, as far as I as much in this part as the genus 
could judge, from the immense Eucalyptus does in that of Port Jack
quantity of herbage it produced. SOil. Banksia Grandis was here 

"The only spot of the opposite seen to attain the height of fifty feet, 
shore examined was found to pro- ;md frequently exceeding two feet 
duce Banltsias and Eucalyptus. The and a half in diameter. 
shrubs consisted of beautiful species "Amongst the botanical discove
of Isopogan and Jacltsonia, with ries of this tract may be enume
crimson flowers, and a species of rated-a species of Metroside1·os, of 
Acacia, with the general productions great beauty, forming thickets on 
of the other shore. The soil is sandy, the flats, and intermingling with two 
and the cliffs (of very considerable other species of the same genus, of 
elevation) are formed of fossil lime minor beauty, its flowers of the most 
and sandstone. brilliant scarlet, general height six 

"The islands on the flats are corn- feet; and a .pink-flowered species of 
posed of a rich deposit, carried Centau1·ea, of considerable beauty. 
down by the floods ; their margins " Here I observed a species of 
are covered with Met1·osideros and P1ittacus ( cocl< a too), in large flocks. 
Casuarinas, and their interior with The back and upper part of tLe 
suhmarine succulent plants. On one wings were white, whilst the quill 
of these islands I observed an arbo- feathers of the tail were a pale yel
rescent Palm, which, on examina- low, and the others white. The 
tion, proved to be a species of Zamia, breast of the male was of a dirty 
with spiral fruit, differing only from gray and light vermilion, and the 
spimlis in habit. Here the Aquatic female of a dirty black. The upper 
Goodenia, formerly alluded to, dis- part of the feathers of the crest were 
appears. The difficulties which the white, whilst the inner part and un
party met with here (from originally der surface were of a bright vermi
mistaking the channel), in dragging lion. The eyes were dark brown, 
the boats over the mud, were great, surrounded by a lead-coloured mem
but by perseverance were overcome. liraneous substance, half an inch in 
From the extensive beds of oyster- depth; and the upper mandible pro
shells, covered hy soft mud about a jects considerably over the under. 
foot in depth, our feet became dread- It flies low, has a more plaintive voice 
fully lacerated. 'fhese flats are ex- than that of the white cockatoo, and 
tensive, but by having flat-bottomed feeds on the roots of orchideous 
boats they can easily be crossed. plants, for which they scratch to a 

''At Point Fraser the bank may considerable depth." 
be said to terminate, and the chan- "Whilst attending to a boat on 
nel appears to be that of a beautiful the river, during the time the party 
inland river. The flats or levels at were dragging the cutter over the 
this p~int are v~ry fertilt':, composed j ?'lnd, I distinctly he~rd th~ b~llow
of a nch al'unal depos1t, but evi- wg of some huge ammal, .s1mllar to 
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that of an ox, from an extensive New South Wales the presence of 
marsh further up the river. Imme- Bank&ia, Zamia, and Xanthon·luea, 
diately afterwards, I was visited by are considered sure criterions of bad 
lhree natives, armed; they made soil. Such being the impression on 
signs for me to depart, but offered my mind, I pronounced all the land 
no violence. On hearing the v·oices on which they were seen to grow to 
of the party, they retired into the be sterile, until I examined where 
woods. they grew in the greatest luxuriance, 

'' One mile up the river from the when, to my astonishment, I found 
last point, is a small creek of fresh the soil to be a red earth, of great 
water, issuing from an extensive depth, producing the ,richest B1·ome 
lagoon, covered with arborescent grass. 
Metrosideros, and of great beauty; ''As the river is ascended, the 
the banks are ornamented with the flats increase in breadth and luxu
most beautiful plants, amongst which riance, each being backed by a ter
I observed two species of Calytrix, race of forest land of the finest de
a species of Acacia with scolopen- scription, extending some miles from 
derous stem, and several papiliona- the river, and resembling, in their 
ceous plants: the Angophom on the character, those seen on the banks 
flats are gigantic. These flats are of the Macquarrie River, west of 
formed of tolerable loam, of great Wellington Valley. 
depth, and are capable of producing "On further observation, towards 
averag·e crops. the source of the river,these flats were 

"Proceeding up the river .from seen to extend to the base of the 
Claurle's Creek, the country as- mountains, interspersed with stripes 
sumes an entirely diffet·ent appear- of good forest land, on which I ob
ance from what it does below; on the served a considerable quantity of 
left is a salt-marsh, of considerable stringy bark. The variety of plants 
extent, bordered by thickets of seen in this tract is great. 
Caenarina. This marsh is surround- "The base of the mountains is co
ed by an extensive flat of the richest vered with fragments of quartz and 
description, rivalling in soil that of chalcedony; the soil is a red sandy 
Hawksbury. Here I first observed loam. Here I saw a species of Ifakea, 
the Brome, or kangaroo grass of with holly-shaped leaves, and .a 
New South Wales, in great luxuri- splendid species of Melaleuca; and 
ance (with the exception of some further up, Schist, in c.onsiderable 
seen on the banks of Point Fraser). beds. The soil is here improved to 
Basta1·o and real blue gum are seen a light brown loam, but, from its 
here in considerable quantities and rocky nature, is incapable of culti
of great size. vation. The summit of the moun-

" From the above point, the coun- tain is studded with magnificent An
try resembles, in its features, that gopho1·as. 
"'hich borders all the ri vers in New "The ridges on the banks of the 
South Wales, varying alternately ou river are perforated with immense 
each bank into hilly points and .ex- numbers of deep pits, the original 
tensive flats. The hills are covered cause of which we could not at first 
with magnificent Angopl1m·a, Zamia, ascertain ; they proved, however, to 
and Xanthorrluea. The soil is a I have been made by the natives for 
rich r~d loam, of ve.ry great depth, . th.e purp?se of catchinglancl-tortoises, 
throwmg up a luxuriant herbage. m th wbtch these ridgos abound. 

"It is worthy of remark, that in I "The Island of Buacbe_is formecl 
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principally of low ridges of light seen to rise gradually into gentle 
sandy loam, the highest parts of undulating hills, separated appa
which are thickly studded with cy- rently by extensive valleys, the ' 
press, the surface towards the beach whole terminated by a bold range 
being interrupted by limestone rocks. of mountains of considerable eleva-

" The soil, although light, appears tion, thickly clothed with large tim 
to me, from the immense thickets of ber, and extending inland as far as 
Splanum (laciniatum var) which it ~he eye can reach. 
pro'duces, and which, on the ridges, " 'There appears n'o visible change 
is seen tb · a~tain the height of ten j n the soil or character of the val
feet, 'to be' capable of producing any leys as far as .Cape Naturaliste ; 
des<;ription of light garden crops. but in the construction and compo-

.. " .Tne -interior of these ranges is sition of the rocks a greaf'difference 
singularly ' divided by transverse appears. There they are seen to 
banks' or dykes, forming deep pits • .~resent immense c'liffs, overhanging 
or hollows, which receive all the · 'the beach in 11-wful grandeur. 
w1;1ter ·collected or falling from the · " The nqrthern ; ~xtreme of the 
ranges; the banks preventing its cape is formed of majestic cliff.q of 
esca.pe otherwise than by absorption. limestone two hundred feet in 
The surface of these hollows is .eo- height, presenting two magniticent 
vered with gigantic Solanums and ranges of caverns. Two of the 
a: beautiful species of Brownonia.:...... lower range are superb, the roofs 
Fresh :water may be had in each of ,and sides being covered with beauti
them py digging two fee.t -deep. ful stalactites of gre,at magnitude, 

" The coast towards Port Success :ahd exceedingly brilliant. In one 
is thickly covered with Cyp1·ess, the .of' them were found ~talagmites, of 
beautiful green of which imparts to · :extraordinary size, ad ltering to 
the· scene an agreeable and elegan t modules of granite, w·ith which the 
appearance. The soil here is very base is covered . The. outer or great 
sandy, and in my opinion incapab1e .cavern is about fifty feet wide, and 
of producing (without artifi<;ial· forty-five to fifty feet in height; its 
means) any description' of crops. 'extreme length about one hundred 
Here, 'by digging a few feet, we 'feet, 
found abundance of fresh water, not " The sides, roofs, and stalactites, 
only on the beach, but in the cypress present an extraordinary assemblage 
thickets beyond the influence of the of colours, from the immense variety 
sea. of Iiverwurt and minute fun gi with 

" My observations did not extend which they ·are covered. Some of 
beyond Port Success, but, from the the stalactites were found to measure 
appearance of the country, I doubt fifteen feet. 
not its being of the same character " The sea makes a breach into 
as that already described. each of the lower ranges over blocks 

" On proceeding along the coast ,of granite; tl1e scene is then truly 
of Geograpl1er Bay, the ·appearance 'grand. The upper ranges we could 
of the country is particularly inter- not inspect, from the perpendicular 
esting; the shores are richly clothed nature of the cliffs; but, from their 
with timber, · the foliage is of the eJCterior appearance, no doubt re
finest green, consisting principally of mains of their granqeur. · 
Eucctlypttt:s. :No ~ails of Banksia " It is worthy of remark,' that the 
were se'!ln: -whole coast of this bay is ·a perfect 
· '':.'Fr'oui ·the shore the country is source of. active springs, discharging 
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themselves on the beach in rapid 
rills of considerable extent every six 
or seven yards." 

Such is the outline of a· country 
on which the government have de
termined to e~tablish a colony, and 
over which they have justly, and, 
we think, judiciously, appointed 
Captain Stirling to act as lieute
nant-governor. The plan on which 
it is to be founded is, in our opi
nion, unobjectionable. It promises 
the most advantageous terms to 
qualified settlers, and deserves only 
t.o be known to insure as many of 
the most respectable agriculturists 
as may in the first instance be de
sirable. 

In point of climate, this colony 
and New South Wales may perhaps 
be equally salubrious, though we 
!!re disposed to think that the western 
aspect and the sea-breezes may pre
ponderate in favour of the new one; 
this being, probably, milder, as the 
western sides of all continents and 
large islands are, than the eastern 
sides, in the winter, while the re
freshing breezes cool the air in the 
summer. " In my opinion," says 
Captain Stirling, " the climate, 
considered with reference to health, 
is highly salubrious. This opinion 
is corroborated by that of the sur
geon of the Success, who states, in 
his report to me on the subject, that, 
notwithstanding the great exposure 
of the people to fatigue, to night air 
in the neighbourhood of marshy 
grounds, and to other causes usually 
productive of sickness, he had not a 
case upon his sick list, except for 
slight complaints unconnected with 
climate." 

It likewise appears, from Captain 
Stirling's report, that the thermo
m.eter,in the, hot months of January, 
February, and March, averaged, in 
the morning, about 60 de g.; at noon, 
about ·7ij; de g.; and in the evening, 
65 deg. ··The barometer averaged 

about 30 deg. The weather gene
rally fine ;-some rain and showery 
weather, and occasionally thundtlr 
and lightning. 

In geographical position it has an 
incalculable advantage over New 
South Wales. In the first place, it 
is not only much more conveniently 
situated than that colony, but is 
much nearer to, and has much more 
easy means of communication with, 
every part of the civilized world, 
the east coast of America perhaps 
excepted. The passages to it from 
England, and from the Cape of 
Good Hope, are shortened by nearly 
a month, and the return voyages 
still more. The voyage from it to 
Madras and Ceylon is little more 
than three weeks, at all times of the 
year, and only a month from those 
places to it; while, for six months 
in the year, from November to 
April inclusive, when the western 
monsoons prevail on the northern 
coast of Australia, the passage from 
New South Wales through Torres 
Strait, always dangerous, is then 
utterly impractic.~tble; and that 
throu gh Bass's Strait nearly so to 
merchant vessels, on account of the 
westerly winds which blow through 
it at all times of the year, and which 
generally oblige them to go ronud 
the southern extremity of Van Die
man's Land. Tbe Success frigate 
left Port J ackson on the 17th of 
J auuary, and did not reach Cape 
Lewin till the 2nd of February, 
being six weeks and two days; and 
Captain Stirling observes, that the 
only chance by which the passage 
could be accomplished at all, was 
by carrying a constant press of sai I. 

One point of consideration in the 
proposed measure (although in rea
lity of no essential importance to 
pecuniary success) is of considerable 
mag·nitnde, as regards moral feeling 
and the pride of many-that is, 
there being no admission of convicts 
in to the proposed colony. W ithout 
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any illiberal sentiment, this is a dis
advantage under which Port Jack
son and V an Dieman's Land cer
tainly suffer. Nevertheless, these 
thriving colonies, .in the course of 
thirty or forty years, have made sur
prising progress in agriculture, po
pulation, commerce, and wealth. 
The situation of Port Jackson was 
the most distant from the mother 
co{rntry ; its position was not pecu
liarly adapted to production or traffic 
with any part of the globe; there
fore, the improvement can only be 
attributed to a favourable soil, free 
from the taxations of old European 
governments, a low fee cost, or a 
nominal pepper-corn rent; which cir
cumstances have not only been ca
pable of maintaining those who ad
ventured, but of yielding a profit for 
capital, sufficient to induce others to 
pursue the same course. 

In the infimcy of a colony, the 
certain maintenance of the settlers 
should be well established; and it 
is also right to kriow with what fa
cility, and at what cost, an adequate 
supply of necessaries, comforts, and 
even luxuries, may be obtained. 
Adjacent, and favourably situated to 
Cock burn Sound, are the Mauritius, 
Cape of Good Hope, Timor, Java, 
Sumatra, and the East-lndian Pre
sidencies. 

Rice, from Java, can be obtained in 
five weeks, at or under Id. per pound. 

The bantam fowls and China pigs 
at equally moderate prices. 

Sugm·, from the Mauritius, Java, 
or Calcutta, at 3d. per pound. 

Coffee, from Java, 4d. per pound. 
Spices, the production of the Mo

luccas, Celebees, &c. &c., at the 
lowest possible rate-viz. pepper,, 
nutmegs, cloves, &c. ·. 

Algoa Bay, the Cape of Good 
Hope, furnishes cattle anrl sheep. 
The coast of Cockburn Sound, and 
Swan and Canning Rivers, promise 
plenty of fish for the table-also, oil 
for use. Tea will not cost ll!orc than 

2s. 6d. per pound through Java; 
from whence stocks of cattle, poultry, 
and pigs, can be added, of the best 
quality. 

There is no intention in these re
marks to show the extent of produc
tion of which the soil and climate are 
capable: time and prosperity will be 
requisite to bring forward all their 
capabilities. Nothing, therefore, 
has been said of the articles grown 
in similar latitudes in Asia, and car
ried to Smyrna, and other Turkish 
ports, at immense distances, for ex
port to England, France, and Hol
land. There is, however, no reason 
for supposing that silk (equal to that 
of Brussa), opium, madder-roots, 
goats' wool, senna, gums, currants, 
raisins, and the highly esteemed 
Turkish tobacco, and various other 
productions, may not be cultivated 
to advantage, half a century hence. 
But in the commencement, it is suf
ficient to look. to eal'ly, ce1·tain, and 
profitable 1·eturns; without calcu
lating upon chances of wealth, which 
may not be realized in the lifetime 
of the pteseot adventurers. 

It remains only for us to offer a 
word of advice (says a writer in the 
Qum·te1·ly Review) to the multitudes 
who, we understand, are preparing
to take their flight to this new Jam! 
of Goshen,-- wbich is this: that no 
one should, at p1·esent, think of ven
turing on such a step, unless he can 
carry out with him, either in his own 
person or in his family or followers, 
the knowledge of agriculture, and 
the capability of agricultural labour. 
~t is quite certain that, for the first 
few years, every ·settler must be 
mainly indebted for the means of 
subsistence of himself and family to 
the produce of the soil; beyond this, 
the country itself, for the first year, 

. will afford him nothing, with the ex
ception, perhaps, of a little fish-the 
rest must be raised by the labour of 
the ploughman and the horticul
turist. The 011ly settlers, therefore, 



EMIGRATION TO THE SWAN RIVER. 13 

who can reasonably hope to thrive 
in the infant state of the colony, must 
consist of this description of persons 
-any others, with very few excep
tions, must inevitably be disappoint
ed, if not irretrievably ruined. A 
clergyman, a schoolmaster, a land
surveyor, an apothecary, a few small 
tradesmen and fishermen, may rea
sonably expect employment, and 
make themselves useful to the new 
community ; as will also a limited 
nu m her of house-carpenters, joiners, 
bricklayers, blacksmiths, tailors, 
shoemakers, and common labourers, 
the latter being required to assist in 
building habitations ; but the unpro
ductive class, or idlers, had better 
wait a few years before they embark 
for a country where, as yet, there is 
neither hut nor hovel, and where the 
".fhtges consume1·e nati" have un
questionably no place in society. 
We cannot forget what happened, 
when, a few years ago, the govern
ment resolved to send out, at a very 
considerable expense, a number of 
new settlers to improve and extend 
the agriculture of the Cape of Good 
Hope; giving allowances to the heads 
of parties, proportioned to their re
spective numbers. 

The persons best calculated for ef
fecting the improvement of the co
lony, and, at the same time, their 
own condition, must be ' looked for 
among the English and Scotch far
mers ; these cannot fail. To such 
we would recommend not to encum
ber themselves, and incur a great and 
unnecessary expense, by carrying 
out live-stock from home, but to take 
them from the Cape of Good Hope. 
At Algoa Bay, which is perfectly 
safe for six months in the year, they 
may be supplied with every kind of 
domestic animal, in good condition, 
and at reasonable prices, wbivh may 
be carried to their destination in the 
short space of twenty-eight days. 
Seed corn and the seeds of culinary 
vegetables may be taken from home; 

hut of young plants of peaches, po
megranates, orang-es, figs, and viue~, 
it may be advisable to take a supply 
from the Cape of Good Hope. For 
thesfl, and many other species of 
fruit, the climate is admirably 
adapted ; and the vine, in particular, 
is just calculated for the limestone 
ridge which extends along the coast 
facing the western sun. 

It appears that apprehensions of 
interruption were once entertained 
from a prior settlement from France ; 
these fears are, however, removed 
by that nation having fixed on a 
point to colonize, in latitude 25 deg·. 
south, (which is distant north of the 
Swan River 400 miles) called 
Shark's Bay, within which there is 
an inlet called Freycinet's Harbour. 
The country in this neighbourhood 
much resembles the western coast. 

THE SWAN·RIVER COLONY. 

As the public take a deep interest 
in the settlement on Swan River, in 
Western Australia,-an interest the 
more natural, as this expedition, 
which may be said to he under the 
auspices of government, conn.ects it
self with some very important con
siderations of national polity, and 
involves the great questions of colo
nization and emigration as a relief 
for popular distress,-we have great 
satisfaction in being able to lay the 
following additional accounts, de
rived from authentic sources, before 
our readers. 

The first ad vices received are from 
the camp on the left bank of the 
river, immediately after H.M.S. 
Sulphur arrived, viz. early in July, 
1829. They mention the disem
barkation on the 8th, four months 
after their sailing from Plymouth, 
of the force under Captain Irwin, 
consisting of the light company of 
the 63d regiment. The Challenger, 
and Parmelia transport, had come 
to anchor a few days before, and had 
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taken possession of Western Aus
tralia, by planting the British . flag 
at a post on the main. Governor 
Stirling determined to land the rest 
of the expedition on Garden Island, 
and to remain there during the win
ter ; the operation was effected 
without accident, though the mouth 
of the river is so difficult, being 
blocked up by rocks and sand-banks, 
that a small boat cannot cross the 
bar except the weather be very mo
derate. 

The men having got ashore, soon 
threw up some mud-works to shel
ter them, and set about making can
tonments and gardens. They found 
good water, and plenty offire-woorl; 
but as the governor intended to call 
them to head-quarters in the inte
rior, where the first settlement would 
be mad e, this occupation of Garden 
Island was likely to be only tempo
rary. 

For a while after arriving in the 
new country, the weather was not 
propitious to the emigrants, and vio
lent winds, with heavy rains, afford
ed them no very pleasant anticipa
tions for the future. It soon mended, 
however, and only occasional days 
of rain interrupted its serenity. At 
the coldest, the thermometer in the 
open air ran ged from 42° to 55° with
in the twenty-four hours; and wh en 
tbe season improved, from 52.0 to 70°. 

The natives who ' 'isited tbe posts 
. behaved with great gentleness, and 
~howed every dispostion to be on 
friendly terms with the new corners, 
by leading them to fresh water, and 
other civilities. None had been 
seen by our exploring parties ; but, 
from indications, it was supposed 
they had watched, and avoided their 
presence. They do not appear to be 
numerous, and wander about in 
small tribes, without concert or con
nexion one party with another. 

The banks of ~he Canning have 
been ascended for some miles; 
and the statement respecting the 

ground is very favourable. There 
are well-wooded islands, the water 
is fresh, and a rich soil supersedes 
the sterile sands of the coast. The 
scenery was picturesque and l;le;,m
tiful; the river meandering with a 
current running six mil~s an hour, 
many smaller streams, fine pas tural 
marshes formed by overflows, and 
the timber, of noble dimensions, 
abounding with parrots and paro
quets of the gayest colours. 

Such were the earliest accounts of 
the settlement; but, afte r onr coun
trymen had been six weeks on shore, 
their communications became more 
important. We learn from anoth er 
letter, about the middle of August, 
the right bank of the Swan had 
been explored for nearly twenty 
miles; the upper portion of which 
was fertile, and quite different from 
the sandy district below. A multi
tude of shrubs and flowers in blos
som added to the beauty of this 
park-like scenery. The natives st ill 
continued shy when encou ntered , 
which seemeri to be as seldom as 
they could help it; but they be
trayed no fear, and were apparently 
desirous of k eeping up a good un
derstanding with their visitors, when 
obliged to meet them. The Calista, 
with its freight of settlers, arrived 
out after a stormy passage of five 
months, which destroyed much of 
their live stock; and the St. Leonard 
from the Cape, with a supply, was 
consequently a very welcome suc
cessor. 

By accounts dated as l ~ te as Nov. 22, 
1829, we learn that ~he traders of • ' ew 
South Wales, Van Dieman's Land, and 
the Cape of Good Hope, have already 
begun to export their commodities to 
the new colony.' 

Live stock has not realized prices 
equal to what might have been expected 
had our settlers been longer ih the 
colony, and o-rercome the inconveni
encies anrl difficulties insepa-rable· frolD 
landing their property, and conveying 
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it to their location& in a new country. well shaded, and watered by' rivu• 
Hitherto, few have been su,fliciently lets and springs. The 12th, the 
forward to allow of the 1additional in- King's birth-day, was appropriately 
cumbrance of stock. chosen for the commencement of 

A lot ef s~eep, say 340, of mioced this work; and the 1'ising town was 
breeds, .were sold at 47s. per head. named Perth, in honour of that an
Bullocks may be valued at £25, fit for 
the butcher. cient Scottish town, which is the 

Since the equinox, they have not ex- · birth-place of Sir George Murray, 
perienced any gales ; and the masters the Secretary for the Colonies, to 
of ships· have only ,to complain of the · whose fostering care the ~ettlement 
inconvenience of di&charging their car- · is so much indebted. 
goes on an open beach, where no erec- The entire male population, from 
tions have ye( been made for the protec- · fifteen to fi fty years of age; had been 
tion of boats, &c. called on to enrol themselves in th e 

Some stir has been made for the · militia. The colony is stated to be 
establishment of a whale fishery, very con-tented, and much pleasad with 
many whales having been seen along · the· conduct of the governor. 
the coast ; also, the establjsh[\)ent of. a . There is a rumour of. settlements 
company to cure fish. · These arrange-
ments have received additional vigour bein g formed on a river lately dis
from the discovery, on the banks of.the covered to the south of Cockburn's 
Swan, of veins of salt of good quality. Sound; and also beyond the moun-

The highly- wrought expectations tains thirty miles inland ; as also 
which the people in England have form- ninety miles to the south, at Cape 
ed of Western Australia, have caused N aturaliste; so that a great range of 
disappointment in some qu!trters, as to country will soon be planted with 
the quality of the soil here. Still the inh abitants. 
settlement has advanced at a mo t Upon the whole, these accounts 
rapid rate. Of the interior of . the are far more satisfactory than we 
country, our knowledge is most imper; f 1 h 
feet, and the mountains still l'emain to expected a ter . t le reports w ich 
be explored and crossed . The banks preceded them. Indeed, we .can eu
of the rivers up to these mou.ntains af- tertain no doubt of the prosperous 
ford the richest soil and most luxuriant results of the undertaking. ' 
.vegetation, and about 500,000 acre~ ~re 1 • 
already apportioned. Another nver, . GOVERNMENT OFFICiAL REGULATIONS . 

of considerable size, has been discov.er- 1. .His. majesty's government do nq,t 
ed 25 miles to the southward of Cock- intend to incur any expense in convey
burn Sound. ing·settlers to the New CoiOJilY. _on the 

On the 9th of August, Gov.ernor 
Stirling ascended the right ·bank, 
with a military escort, to fix on the 
site for a town; and selected, as the 
seat of his government, all ele·vated 
ground, half way between a hill 
called Monnt Eliza, on the shore of 
Melville water, and commanding a 
fine view all aromHl, and the group 
of islands which stud the river about 
two miles off, and about ten or 
twelve miles from the mouth. The 
water-edge is not more than 150 
yards from this positioll, which is 

s~,, an River; and will not (eel bound 
to . defray the expense of_ !ljUPplying 
them with provisions or other. necessa
ries, after their al'rival ·ther-e, nor to 
assist their removal to England, or 
elsewhere, should tl,)ey be desirous . of 
quitting the CQ)ol)y. , , . , 

2. Such persons , wlw, n1a.y .arrivt:, in 
that settlement befo1·e the end of thel 
year 183Q, wlll, rec~ive, in the orde! •>f 
their arrival, .grapts of· 'land, ''free of 
quit rent, 'propoHioned 't<l 'the capital 
which they may be prepared to invest 
in the improvement of the land, and 
of which capital they may be . able to 
produce 'safisfactbr:{proofs to the Lieu-
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tenant-Governor (or other officer ad
ministering the Colonial Government,) 
or to any two officers of the Local 
Government appointed by the Lieu
tenant-Governol· for that pu1·pose, at 
the rate of forty acres for every 
sum of three pounds which they may be 
so prepared to invest. 

3. Under the head of the investment 
of capital will be considered stock of 
every description, all implements of 
husbandry, and other articles which 
may be applicable to the purposes of 
productive industry, or which may be 
necessary for the establishment of the 
settler on the land where l1e is to be 
located. The amount of any half-pay 
or pension which the applicant may 
receive from Government, will also be 

.considered as so much capital. 
4. Those who may incur the expense 

of taking out labouring persons, will be 
entitled to an allowance of land at the 
rate of fifteen pounds, that js, of two 
hundred acres of land, for the passage 
of every such labouring person, over 
and above any other investment of 
capital. In the class of "labouring 
persons," are included women, and 
children above ten years old. Pro
vision will be made by law, at the 
earliest opportunity, for rendering those 
capitalists who may be engaged in 
taking out labouring persons, to this 
settlement, liable for the future main
tenance of those persons, should they, 
from infirmity, or any other cause, be
come unable to maintain themselves 
there. 

5. The license of occupation of land 
will be granted to the settler, on satis
factory proof being exhibited to the 
Lieutenant-Governor (or other officer 
administering the Local Government,) 
of the amount of p.roperty brought into 
the colony. The proofs required of such 
property will be such satisfactory 
vouchers of expenses as would be 

received in auditing public accounts. 
But the full title to the land will not 
be granted in fee simple, until the 
settler has proved, to the satisfaction 
of the Lieutenant-Governor (or other · 
officer administering the Local Govern
ment,) that the sum required by A1·ticle 
2 of these regulations (viz. one shilling 
and sixpence per acre) has been 
expended in the cultivation of the land, 
or in solid improvements, such as 
buildings, roads, or other works of the 
kind. 

6. Any grant of land thus allotted, 
of which a fair proportion, of at least 
one fourth, shall not have been brought 
into cultivation, or otherwise improved 
or reclaimed from its wild state, to the 
extent of one shilling and sixpence per 
acre, to tbe satisfaction of the Local 
Government, within three years from 
the date of th!l license of occupation, 
shall, at the end of three years, be lia
ble to a payment of sixpence per acre, 
into the public chest of the settlement; 
and, at the expiration of seven years 
more, should the land still remain in 
an uncultivated or unimproved state, it 
will revert absolutely to the crown. 

7. After the year 1830, land will be 
disposed of to those settlers who may 
resort to the colony, on such conditions 
as his Majesty's Government shall see 
occasion to adopt. 

8. It is not intended that any con
victs, or other description of prisoners, 
be transported to this new settlement. 

9. The government will be adminis
tered by Captain Stirling, of the Royal 
Navy, as Lieutenant-Governor of the 
settlement ; and it is proposed that a 
bill should be submitted to Parliament, 
in the course of the next session, to 
make provision for the civil gQvernment 
of the New Settlement. 

Downing Street, 
13th Jcmuan;, 1829. 

• • • For the greater portion nf the valuable and scientific infwmation contained i1t 
this Pamphlet, we cu·e indebted to the l!Vestmiuste1· Review, No. 23. 

Printed by G. H. Davidsou, Ireland Y:ud, Doctors' C• lllHllQns. 
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