
SYNOPSIS 

An interview with Mrs Margaret (Maggie) Sawtel 
Brimble of the Kununurra Historical Society on 
at her home, "Packsaddle" Kununurra. 

TAPE 1 SIDE 

Born Derby, Western Australia, on 25 February, 1912. 
-Father, Michael Joseph NICHOLSON, 
-Mother, Hannah NICHOLSON. 
-Parents originally from Queensland. 
-Father stockman on stations (at time of Pidgeon). 

Childhood. 
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-Moved to Wyndham with mother in 1915, father came later. 
-Schooling in Wyndham until aged 14. 
-One teacher school - basic education. 
-Then helped her mother run a store and boarding house 
at the Nine Mile. 

Married Edwin James LILLEY, known as Sam, circa 1923/1924. 
-He built first air strip in Wyndham in 1936. 
-1937 moved to Turkey Creek, bought old store and boarding 
house from Mrs Raddigan, and 4 x 20 acre blocks from the 
son, Jack Raddigan. 

-cut firewood for the pumping station. 
-loss of 100 cattle to tick fever. 
-first child born 1945, Maureen Margaret, born in Perth. 

Alma Violet, born Wyndham; Kevin James (three years between 
eldest and youngest.) 

Expansion of station. 
-Originally Green Vale and Ada Vale, they renamed it Bow 
River Station. 

-Before birth of children used to be out droving. Not unusual. 
Loved horses and found it exciting. 

-Chores closer to home once children arrived. 
Fencing checks, pulling bores, tending cattle, branding. 

Aborigines on station. 
-Boys out with Sam, their wives working back at the homestead. 
-House and kitchen chores, vegetable gardens, goats. 
-Lived in the camp. 
-Clothing and blankets. 
-Piccaninies born in the creek, wouldn't go to hospital. 
-Naming the babies. Aboriginal and white names. 
-Had ten room brick building to live in but would only sleep 
in it when it rained. A dreadful mess but liked it that way. 

-Death - put bodies in caves or rocks. 

Walkabout. 
-Took turns, half at one time, then the others when they 
returned. Might lose one or two who didn't come back. 

Station chores during the year. 
-Hand made roads (tracks). Donkeys, pick and shovel. 
-Station was 75 miles in circumference. 
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Transport 
-Packhorse, and later motor ~ehicles. 

Provisioning 
-Perishables and outside equipment. 
-Order sent to J & W Bateman, Fremantle. 
-Shipped to Wyndham and road carrier to · station. 
-Grew own vegetables, eggs, meat, poultry. 

Use of donkey packs. 
-Night horses and day horses. 
-Seventy donkeys to pull a waggon. 
-Camels. 

TAPE 1 SIDE 2 

Trip to Wyndham and bread making en route. 

Education of children. 
-Initially a governess, later Hostel at Halls Creek. 
-Kevin didn't take too kindly to school, ran away. 
-Finished schooling in Perth, and Kevin at Narrogin 
Agricultural school. 

Social life on station. 
-Neighbours, dances, Race Meetings, camps. 

Horse training. (Maggie's hobby). 
-Stock horses and race horses. 

Daughter Maureen and husband took over Station circa 1973 
-Station sold 1980. 
-School of the Air -even at stock camp. 

Hardships of station life. 
-cranking engines for electricity. 
-medical isolation. 
-easier when RFDS and mail came in by air (circa 1940s). 
-before refrigeration - water drip coolers. 
-meat had to be salted to keep, or smoked in thin strips. 

Medical emergencies 

Maggie left "The Bow" (Bow River Station). 
-Had to look after the Six Mile Hotel (Wyndham). 
-Bought Ascot Station (known as Goose Hill), wildlife 
sanctuary, run by daughter Alrna and later son, Kevin. 

Aboriginal workers left the station to live in town. 
-Difficult with only seasonal workers. 

Sam died 1973. 
-Maggie moved to Kununurra circa 19.84. 

Origination of names of some places in the Kimberley area. 
-Cheesetin Creek, Matchbox Creek, Rambler Creek. 
-Maggie Creek bridge. 
-Weaver Plains (Bill Weaver), Kelly's Knob (Father Kelly). 
-O'Donnell Range (old Wyndham settler, killed on horse). 
-Carlton Reach (Kim Durack's first experimental farm). 
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TAPE 2 SIDE 1 
Margaret (Maggie) Sawtel LILLY · (continued). 

Houses of the early years. 
-Corrugated iron and bush timber, mud brick, 
-whitewashed bag walls, dirt floors. 

Cattle industry pre World War II. 
-VRD (Victoria River Downs). 
-Wyndharn Meatworks closed following bombing of Darwin. 
-11,000 to 12,000 head of cattle on Bow River Station. 

Wyndham 1942. 
-Airfield bombed by Japanese. 
-"Koolama" bombed coming in to Wyndham. Sank at jetty. 

No more ships called at Wyndham. 
-Went to Broome and Derby for supplies. 
-Women not allowed to be in the towns. 

Aviation. 
-Rescue of two German airmen. 
-Amy Johnson, Hinkler and Kingsford Smith. Aircraft 
landed on the marsh at Wyndham. 

Halls Creek, 1930s and 1940s. 
-Mining. 
-Description of town, Round Australia motor rallies. 

Wyndham water supplies - big problem. 
-line of tanks 
-horse and donkey teams carting water from the Three Mile 
well into town. 

-Well at Four Mile for Afghans and their camels. 
-Well at Nine Mile for drovers. 
-Piped from pumping station 22 miles from Wyndham. 

TAPE 2 SIDE 2 

Goose Hill 
-late rains, aboriginal belief cattle pushed the water 
into the ground. Nonsense. 

Roads in Wyndharn area - followed different route from today. 
-stock routes. 
-1920s shipping cattle to the islands. 

Naming of Wyndham's "Miles" -miles from old Wyndham Post Office. 
-Four Mile - Afghan town. Mosque. 
-Distances didn't seem to have much relevance to names. 

Camels 

Recollections of some of her racing experiences. 

END OF INTERVIEW. 
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