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10th September, 1963

Mrs, Anderson,
Ethal Creek Station,

North Vst Australls,

Dear ¥rs, Anderson,

I was given your name dby M¥r, H. L. ¥cOuigan who was
telling me about your interesting experiences with the
natives and the tupe recorder, He suggested that if I
wrotes to you and told you that we considsred the record of
this incident to be of historical wvalue you might be
prepared to lend us your tape so that we could make a
record for ourselves, Any holp that you can give us in
the mattar will be much appreciated,

Yours sincerely,

Ty
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“5 ' Ethel Creek Station,
r Via meekatharra,
7th October, 1963.

Dear Mmiss Lukis,

Very many thanks for your letter regarding
the tape uessages instead of the message sticks, mentloned
to you by ir. lkcGulgan. Auw enclosing tne tape wnicn I nave
told you on it tnat you may keep and explained why. kub out
all my nattering out thought 1t mlght interest you.

I seen to have met you many times on the ABC
wWomen's Session dlscussing items of historical interest with
urs. King - that was when I lived down south and 10.30 a.m
or maybe 10.45 a.m. was a clvilized time to sit down to a cup
of tea and listen for a while but fear that even if conditlons
are reasonable for reception at that nour of the day in this
part of the country it 1s not a convenient listening time -
smorning tea naving peen partaxen of at 9 a.,m,, one becomes
involved in otner activities and so forgets all about the
Women's session. I often regret tnls because wany of wrs.
King's programmes were very interesting. I was always interested
in ner talks with you as I did not grow up in this country and
so know very little of Australia's early nistory and history

is a subject which always fascinated me even when I was oblliged
to learn 1it.

Kind regards.

I am
Yours sincerely,
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25th Oc-ober, 1963.
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Lear I rs. :nderson,

I have delua.cd ancwering oir letter off /tie tctober
unG toank ing you tor sending the tn.pe 18 1 nave becn
waiting to hew1 it _layed. Tt is toe wrong speed for
the tape recorder ve tuse, o I took il to :hilips who
tested 1t -nd scid it cheid work on o srail dictating
iachinese ot weie able to play portions on one or tnece
tut coulc not pick up all rour tracks, so I haven't yet
heard your explarution and comments, “he taupe has now
gone back to riiilips to be transferred to anotuer tape
at the right speed for our own muchine end ell will te
well, In the meantime I am afraicd you will be woncdering
ir it has arrived sarely, or thinking us very ungrateful
for not having acknowledyed your kindness, I will write
again as soon as I huve heurd the nessagcs properly; I
am delignted to nave the tupe und very grateiuld to you
for the trouble you have tuken to help uue

I was interested to heur you were a former fan of
the ...BesC. ~omen's !ession; it is a pity it is so hard
to pick up in the north and, as ycu say, the time is
legs suituble, I will tell Vre. ring uhout you next time
I am specking to her,

{nce aguin rany thunks anc I hope to write again
E00N,

Yours sincerely,

MOLLIE LUKIS
Librarian, Battye Library
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btael Creek Station,
Via mneekatnarra,
7tn November, 1963-

Dear Miss Lukis,

Very many tnanks for your kind letter of
tne 2o5th October whicn arrived on tne wail on Saturday 2nd
Nov.

I am terribly sorry tnat I did not tell you
tuat tuae Kecorder 1s only a Pnllips Traasistor and plays at
1 7/8 to tne inch - I think. Having caretully put the book
or instructions safely away, I have of course, never found
it again! ' ,

Wnen I was writing tne first letter to you
trne mail was pounding dowa the track and of course I was
running late as usual and so forgot to put in tne wost im-
portant data re type of recorder etc. It is only 2 track.

wmall here 1s only fortnigntly and it coumes
in from seekatnarra on the Saturday afternoon and returns
{rom warole bar about 7.30 a.m. on tne Tuesday aorning. The
pressure is on all tne tiwe as sowe people come here to weet
i1t on Saturday and they nave to be eatertalned, goods on maill
need to be unpacked, and as we run qulte a big store for the
staff nere - tne goods have to be priced etc as Sunday morning
18 pay day and the staff want to snop. after tne nsives are
pald and do tneir snopping it 1s nearly lunch time and then
the tewptation to read some of the two weeks old newspapers
1s of course acute or as often nappens we nave visitors, and
taat finisnes Sunday and so one is left with one day to get
all the business mall done and wnat private mall one can fit
in. I have a pilpe dream of having tne mall bag locked on
Monday night but I know tnat it will never happen! I do the
books and tne store and cneck up on the house and tne kitchen

and act as medical attendant etc so life is never boring or
dull,

The local policeman was here tine otner day and
I asked nim about the old police recordes of the district with
a view to verifying the Mikalong story, but he tells me thnat
all records before 1952 were destroyed wnen tne bullaing caugnt
fire - wnat a lot of nistory of thle area was lost then? I often
tnink that taere is ample material for a book on tnis area but
feel that a libel action could loom on every page! i

. wr. beadell, tne Surveyor wno went kast acio0ss
tne desert 1s back in the area having completeda tne Talawan-
Glles- Alice Springs Hignway and 1s expected to be nere with
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us tomorrow evening to spena a little wanlle, vpefore he arives
pack along hls Hignway and so home to Soutn australia.

Tnere 1s muchn activity on tue iron-ore leases at
kt., Newman, uMt, Newman 1s tne Etnel Creex oufstation and 1is
managed oy my husband as well as thls progerty. The wt. Newman
nomestead is about 50 miles west of tne ktnel nomestead. an
amerlican company is aoing tne proving of tne leases and nave
a nellcopter tnere for tae survey work ana of course much large
macninery for road waking, aerodrome wmaxking and drilling etc..
4ucn excitement waen tie nellicopter landed at tne Cfront gate
a couple of weeks ago - tney took my nuspand [or a ride out as
I only fly wnen it is absolutely necessary, I let a young native
boy of kX8 12 nave wy seat. It was mucn more enjoyable to see

als reactions taan tne doubtful pleasure I would ootain from
tne trip!

Witn all the mining etc going on it looks as if
tne nortn is at akst stirring to life. Etnel nowesteaa is just
orf the Great Nortuen Highway (10 miles) and one sees and nears
tne neavy venicles cowing and golng and in tne tourist season

a tremenduous nuuper oI cars come tnrougngo one nas an abundance
of visitors.

wy typing 1is ratmer poor tnis morning as I am
getting rrequent interruptions. Hope to meet tue plane at Roy
Hill on Saturuay and get some mall posted.

Do nope tnat tne tape nas been sorted out for

you by now and tnat you forgive my stupldity in tne first in-
stance,

Kind regards.

Yours slncerely,

g&kﬁ Q. does—
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12th November, 1963,

Mrs. 7. Anderson,
Ethel Creek Station,

Via MERKATHARRA, Ve Ae

Dear Mras. Anderson,

We have now had your tape transposed to the right
speed for our machine and have been able to play it. It was
most interesting to hear and we are very grateful to you for
letting us have it to keep here for its historical value.
Thank you for your comments too, it is most useful to have
the details which you supplied; I had no idea that the natives
on the stations still adhered so rigidly to many of their
aboriginal customs,

We should like to have a press release about this
recording, if you are agreeable, but there are a few additional
facts which we should like to have. Could you let me know when
(roughly, within a year, say) the natives began to use tapes
for sending their messages and how they became aware of this
medium. You did mention a dogger who travelled through the
area and had a tepe recorder, but I was not sure whether this
was when the practice began,

I am sorry to bother you again when you have slready
done so much for us, but it would be a help if we could answer
these additional questions.

Yours sincerely,

MOLLIE LUKIS
Librarien, Battye l.ibrary

i
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\\\ e @ Etnhel Creek Statlion,
_ Cr Via weekatharra,
1l4th Nov. 1¥63.

Dear itbss Lukls,

Very many tnanks for your kinda letter of tne
12tn inst receivea to-day - a road trgan came to load cattle
ana prougnt our mall,

I wrote to you on tne 7th inst witan Une intention
oI posting it on tne Yta at Koy Hill airport, out instead of
going to meet tne plane, George tripped ofr iato tae aesert,

Len Beadell came in early on rriaay morning to .
stay & rew days aad told us of nis eancounter with natives out
in tne wcKay nanges. We contacted .r. noberts, District dative
weltare Orficer, Port Headland, wano calue down on rricay nlgnt
oringing with him, ur. Pinkus N.,W.,0 of siarble Bar. By tals
time Len beadell (wno speaks tne Warbuton aial&t quite well)
naa been telling our staff all about nis friends out in tne
desert - ne nad contacted tnem on his way across in august and
agaln as nis team were gradlng tae road ia tals aieection - 80
guen excitement all about! On Saturday wmorning nalf tne population
of W.A. seemed to De nere - some neignhbors nad come in, a road
train for cattle and parking space seeged to running short.
The male natives nad a'man meeting' with Beadell, Koberts, Pinkus
and George (women are small fry and keep suitably in tne background)
_ the outcome was tnat George agreed to take tne MIWX@xK Natlve
welfare Officers and beadell with two station natives -out to tne
ucKay Ranges in a four wheel drive vehicle. After an early lunch-
eon, tne party took off.

Beadell's grader party (known as tane Gun barrel
construction company) were grading tne road pack towards Glles
and our vehicle caugnt up with tnem about 11 p.m. 195 miles east
of ©tnel Creek, camping the night with them. Next morning our
pary drove to within 35 miles of tne Canning Stock houte -well 23,
- tney saw some native's fires ana wade contact witn two younyg men
at a water hole. Tnese young wen in turn took tnem to waere tnere
was a native family, tne father in this group was a previous conteat
oI Beadell's, so tney greeted eacn otner as ola friends! This
fellow decidea to send tne two young wmen into civilization ana 80
tney are nere at Lthel Creek. A rendez-vous was imade witn tanls
group by Roberts for 8 days ahead (counting in sun ups) when tney
are to nave the tribe assembled to meet Roberts. They were a
very happy bunch orf people, no sores and looked quite well nourished.
ALl this, you will admit, is a long winded if unusual reason for
failing to post a letter.

—
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Now re tapes: we got our tape recoraer about Noveuper
1962 - proér to tnat I nad not heard of one in the alstrict. To
my knowledge tne first message tapea from native—to native was Dy
us here, witn tne Etnel Creek staff sending tneir greeting and
singing a song to the native pensioners who live on ut. Newman,
(our outstation - about 50 miles away). =& little colony of old
people are living their lives out happlly at wt. Newman on thne
pension and are cared for and get tneir provisions frou Etael
creek - they are Jckie Forrest and his wife Kitty, Painklller and
at tnat tlme silkalong was alive and living tnere, and a wan naued
Carlo. These ola fellows were amazed - taney thought 1t was a
radio and tnen of course they enjoyed tne Joke and sent all sorts
of messages to tne fellows at Ethel and sang tnea a song - tnis
all got wipea off a tape unfortunately. The next messages taped
were from the fellows at Ethel Creek to wikalong wnen she was 1in
Pertn, whicn I took to ner at Bennet House and her reply tnereto,

apout February 1963 I neard that sir., Snell wno 1s witn
tne Vermin Brancn of the Dept. agriculture and huntd aingoes
somewnere in tnis area - c/- seekatnarra would prooably be nls
address, had a tape recorder and was tapling corroorees at the
pig noliday camp 30 miles from tne Lthel Creek nomestead. fe
gent tae tape from tne natives at Bulloo Downs to our stafl nere
- the one I re-recorded for you May-june 1963. Tne Bulloo Iellows
were all on pink-1 nere ana woula nave told nim we nave a tape
recorder nere. Tnese are the only messages tnat I know of tnat
nave been taped in tals area until last Saturday 9th.

whnen the party were getting trneir food andswags ready
for the trip to the ilcKay ranges, the natives asked to have a
message taped and taken out to the wild ones in tne desert. Thils
was done and tiree or four of them spoke to their kin, expalining
wio taey were and wno tneir daady ana muany were etc.. Tnis was
playea to the desert natives and replled to by the old cnap taey
met - ne nearly crawled into tne macnine 1in nls wonderment.. I
will tape tnls off and send it on the wmall for you as tnis I tanink
would be quite unique - it is only short but will sena it along.

It is quite all rigut witn us to releuse tuls to the
Press.

Len peadell left tnis morning - ne is writlng a book

and pauses where ever tnere 1s a typewrlter so tnat ne ocad type
nis nandwritten script. He is a delightful person witn an extra
ordainary sense of ligh heatted fun and we shall miss nis gay
presence. He 1is quite firm in his statements tnat ne will reuwember
not to come to Ethel Creek when writing his next book as we get
tar too many callers! I bglieve the title of the book 18 to be

Too Long in tne Bush" - a firm of publishers nave requested nim
to write it., I read tne 1irst 5 chapters ana tnlnk 1t saould g0

well, )
itk e g s Scnoper|
‘, I Yl E Lo zons
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kthel cCreek Station,
Tuesday 19th Nov. L963.

Lear wlss Lukis,

As proumised in uy last letter
ali enclosing herewitn the fraguent of greet -
ings froa the ktnel Creex natives to tneir
friends ana relations out 1in the wcKay
nanees. Toby wnd nis wife Ihea Tnea (tnese
nuve been in and gone out agaln and come in
agaln, Pansy - has been in soiwe 20 oud years,
alla .argaret (Wwildeba) was Crougnt in by
aer wotaer whne:n s.e was about 2 yeéars. ner
aaddy old wilbur is still alive and 1s a very
old :man - has nad five wives altogetner - 4
still living.

Loug Bob ana 0la rFeter vent
out with tue party and were cnatting to
aesert Charlie. All tue natives out taere
have been long aware ot civilization and
also o1 course nuve seen tne wobs of cattle
&01in, aown the Canning Stock Koute ana way
nave been nawed by tne arovers. QOne Nappy
old Loy named Lolly got five lollies off
weil beadell wnen tae; f'irst wet wnile Len
Was Waalne up to tne fact tnat Lolly was ais
dai€.,  Len sayc taat Lolly 1is Cowpletely
Coverea with long nair EXcept I'or ua bulg
Pallr on tne top of nis heud aniu was a very
&ty O0la boy. Len euve lu o nut ana nus
sietcnea nim tfor ug - will SLOW you wunen we
coie cown noliusy tiwe if I diay call on you
tnen - sowetiume Guring recruary,

' ' I'rie wall lere wna Walting forxax
€. Klnd repsaras,

]( j m‘,‘(»umk'_\,\.
\
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26th November, 1963

lre. 7. Anderson,
Ethel “reek Station,
via VETKATHARRA.

Dear rs. Anderson,

Thank you very much for your letters, the
last, dated 19th November, accompanying the tape with the
greetings from Ethel Creek natives to the desert tribe in
the YcKay Range, I have left the tape to be transposed
to the right speed for our machine so haven't heard it yet.
As soon as I get it back I shall return it to you with
the earlier tape which has already been successfully
transposed, Ve sent a press release sbout these messages
to the papers and to the ABC, and I believe the ABC have
a%ready mentioned it in thelr news - possibly you may have heard
it,.

I was 80 pleased to hear you will be down in February

and will look forward to meating you then. Again many thanks
for your help.

Yours sincerely,

VOLL U



nF: MB
16th December, 19603

Mrs, Te Anderson,
Sthel Creek Station,

Vig HUSKATIVRRA,  Tefa
Dear Mrs, ‘nderson,

This 18 Just a note to say thal I am rclurniig
your two tapes which have now been transposed for ce on
our recordsr and can therefore be cleared by you for otiecr
use, Thank yot. onecs again for letting us have thenm und
for nll the trouble you hawe taken in the mattcer,

I certainly hope you will have time to ccll when
you are down in February and shall look forward to mecting
you, Plaase ring before you come in as I should not wcnt
to miss you and as we all work on shift this could casily
happen, The A.B.C, are hoping you may be able to spare
time for an interview with thsm sbout the tepesy I told
them you would be down end somgond from the Talks Department
wvas going to write to you.

7ith all good wishses,

Yours sincerely,




