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NAME: Aborigines, Ethel Creek 

ADDRESS: Ethel Creek Station 
OCCUPATION:

CONTACT:

SUBJECT: Messages in 
local dialect

NO OF TAPES: 1 x 60

DATE; 1963 

TEL;

INT/ER: Mr Snell 
Mrs Anderson

TRANSCRIPT; 
Synopsis only

ACCESS; Open
OTHER INFORt^TION; 1. Message fron Ethel Credc 

Aborigines to Mikalong, in Perth for cin operation.
j ^ Usages between Bulled Downs

^nd Ethel Creek ^^borigines describing a njuster.
... Messages between Ethel Creek

Aborigines apd dese,;i: Aborigines of the P^pge.
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10th Septofflber, I963

Mrs* Anderson,
Sthol Creek Station, 
t^orth v/aet Anatralia.

Dear Ifrs* Anderson,

I was given your naae by to*. H* L, UcGixlgan who v/aa 
telling me about your interesting experiences vyitii the 
natives and the tape recorder, 
wrote to you and told you that we considered the record of 
this incident to be of historical valxie you might be 
prepared to lend us your tape so that we could make a 
record for ourselves, 
the natter will be nuoh appreciated.

Ha suggested that if I
i

m

Any help that you can give us in

Yours sincerely.

MQLLp LUKia
IiibraJriLian

i

I State Library of WA

3 1111 07060979 5
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ELhel Creek Station, 
Via meekatharra,
7th October, 1963.

Dear mIss Lukis,

Very many thanks for your letter rej^ardingj 
the tape inessaKes instead of the message sticks, mentioned

Am enclosing the tape which I have
hub outto you by Mr. McGuigan. 

told you on it that you may keep and explained why, 
all my nattering but thought it might Interest you.

times on the ABCI seem to have met you many 
Viomen's Session discussing items of historical Interest with 

- that was when I lived down south and 10.30 a.m
civilized time to sit down to a cupMrs. King

or maybe 10.45 a.m. was a —
of tea and listen for a while but fear that even if conditions 
are reasonable for reception at that nour of the day in this 
part of the country it la not a convenient listening time 
morning tea naving been partaken of at 9 a.m., one becomes 
involved in otner activities and so forgets all about the 
V^omen’s session. I often regret tnls because many of 
King's programmes were very interesting. I was always interested 
in her lalks with you as I did not grow up in this co^try and 
so know very little of Australia s early nistory and history 
is a subject which always fascinated me even when I was obliged
to learn Iti

Kind regards.

I am
yours sincerely.

/

/i
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25th Oc'.oter, 1963.

r"»hre.
V.tiiel Ji-etk ' tuticn.
Via },: : :v-TiLVR:’ .. V.A.

■ naei t.on.> •

Rear I'i-b, .vnderaon,

I have delayed aricv-erinc . oii- letter oi' 7tn ectotier 
and tiibuiiiw:; you I'or aer.dini' the t’^-pe na 1 have "been 
v.aiting to htui- it ..iuyed. It iu the vronK apeed t'or 
the tape recorder we uae, ao I took it to I'hllipo v.ho 
tested it and said it oho Id •..■ork on our sr,,axl dictating 
i,.aciiinco, ..e T.cie ahlc to play portions on one or these 
tut co.ilo not pick up all four trucks, so I haven't yet 
heard your explanation and comments, 
gone tack to ihilipa to te transferred to ujiotiier tape 
ut the right speed for our own machine and all will te 
well. In the meantime I am afraid you will te wondering 
if it has arrived safely, or thinking us very ungrutef'il 
for not having acknowledged your kindnees, I will write 
again as soon as I have heard the i.'.esoagrs properly; I 
am delighted to have the tape and very grateful to you 
for the troutie you have taken to help us,

I was Interested to hear you were a former fan of 
the .Voiuen's session; it is a pity it is so hard
to pick up in the north and, as you say, the tim^e is 
lees Buitatie, I will tell frs. i:.lng atout you next time 
I am GpeaUng to her,

again many thajiks anc. I hope to write again

uhe tape has now

Once
soon.

Yours sincerely,

MOLLIK LIJKIS T"Litrarlan. Battve Lltrary

■y
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ttael Greek Station, 
Via Meekatnajrra,
7tn Novemoer, 196^-

Dear Miss Lukis,

Very many thanks for your kind letter of 
: trie 2Dth October whicn arrived on tne mail on Saturday 2nd 
Nov.

I am terribly sorry tnat I did not tell you
taat tae Recorder is only a Philips Transistor and plays at
1 7/b to tne inch - I think. Having carefully put the book
of instructions safely away, I have of course, never found
it againI

Wnen I was writing tne first letter to you 
tne mail was pounding down the track ard of course I was 
running late as usual and so forgot to put in tae most im­
portant data re type of x-ecorder etc. It is only 2 track.

I

mail here is only fortnightly and it comes 
in from meekatheu^ra on tiie Saturday afternoon and returns 
from marble bar about 7.30 a.m. on tne Tuesday morning. Tne 
pressure is on all tne time as some people come here to meet 
it on Saturday and they have to be entertained, goods on mail 
need to be unpacked, and as we run quite a big store for the 
staff nere - tne goods have to be priced etc as Sunday morning 
is pay day and the staff want to shop, after tne nAlves are 
paid and do their snopplng It la nearly lunch time and then 
the temptation to read some of the two weeks old newspapers 
is of course acute or as often happens we have visitors, and 
txiat finisnes Sunday and so one is left with one day to get 
all the business mail done and what private mall one can fit 
Ih. I have a pipe dream of navlng tne mall bag locked 
Monday night but I know tnat it will never happeni I do the 
books and tne store and cneck up on the house and the kitchen 
and act as medical attendant etc so life is never boring or 
dull.

on

The local policeman was here the otner day and 
I asked him about the old police records of the district with 
a view to verifying the Mlkalong story, but he tells me that 
all records before 1952 were destroyed when the builalng caugnt 

” wnat a lot of history of this area was lost then? 1 often 
think that tnere is ample material for a book on tnis area but 
feel that a libel action could loom on every page I

mr. Beadell, the Surveyor wno went £ast acioaa 
tne desert is back in the ai-ea having completed tne Talawan- 
uiies- Alice Springs Hignway and is expected to be nere with



US tomorrow evenlrijs to spend a little wnile, oefore he orives 
back along his Highway and so home to South Australia.

There Is much activity on tne Iron-.ore leases at 
itt. Newman. Mt. Newmaii Is the Etnel Creek outstatlon and Is 
managed oy my husband as well as this property. The wit. Newman 
homestead Is about bO miles west of tne itnel homestead. An 
American company Is aolng tne proving of tne leases and have 
a nellcopter tnere for tne survey work ana of course much large 
macnlnery for road making, aerodrome maKlng and drilling etc 
aiuch excitement wnen tne nellcopter landed at the front gate 
a couple of weeks ago - tney took my nusband for a ride out as 
I only fly wnen it is absolutely necessary, I let a young native 
boy of 12 nave my seat. It was mucn more enjoyable to see 
nls reactions tnan tne doubtful pleasure I would ootaln from 
tne trip]

• •

Irtitn all the mining etc going on It looks as If 
tne north is at itst stirring to life. Et-nel nomesteaa is just 
off the Great Nortnen Highway ^10 miles) and one sees and nears 
tne heavy vehicles coming and going and In tne tourist 
a tremenauous number of cars come tnrougnso one has an abundance 
of visitors.

season

taping is ratner poor tnis mornitig as I am 
getting frequent interruptions. Hope to meet tiie plane at Roy 
Hill on Saturuay and get some mall posted.

Do hope that tne tape nas been sorted out for 
you by now and tnat you forgive my stupidity in the first in­
stance .

Kind regards.

yours sincerely,

'/9
■

%

m
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Ref: IS

12th November, I963.

Mrs. T. Anderson, 
Ethel Creek Station, 
VlaMEMAIHARRA. W. A.

Dear Mrs. Anderson,

We have now had your tape transposed to the right 
speed for our machine and have been able to play it, 
moat Interesting to hear and we are very grateful to you for 
letting ua have i^ to keep here for its historical value.
Thank you for your comments too, it la most useful to have 
the details which you supplied; I had no idea that the natives 
on the stations still adhered so rigidly to many of their 
aboriginal customs.

It was

We should like to have a press release about this 
recording, if you are agreeable, but there are a few additional 
facts which we should like to have. Could you let me know when 
(roughly, within a year, say) the natives began to use tapes 
for sending their messages and how they became aware of this 
medium. You did mention a dogger who travelled throiigh the 
area and had a tape recorder, but I was not sure whether this 
was when the practice began.

I am sorry to bother you again when you have already 
done so much for us, but it would bo a help if we could answer 
these additional questions.

Yours sincerely.

MOLLIE LITE I ^
Librarian. Battve Library

7

•5r.
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Ethel Creek Station, 
Via neekatharra,
14tn Nov. l5'63.

Dear jxiisa Lukls,
kina letter of tneVery many trianka for your-- 

12tn Inat receivea to-day - a road tr^an came to load cattle 
ana Drought our mail.

tne 7tn inat wita tae intentionI wrote to you on . ^ - 
or posting it on tne yta at Roy Hill airport, out instead of 
going to meet tne plane, George tripped off into tne aesert.

Len Beadell came in early on rriday morning to . 
few days and told ua of nis encounter with natives out

Vte contacted .«r. nooerts, District Nativestay a
in tne mcKay Ranges. ^
V<elfare Officer, Port Headland, wno came down on rriaay nlgnt 
cringing with nim, mr. Plnkus N.W.O of u^arble Bar. by tala 
time Len Beadell \.wno speaks tne Vnarbuton aialet quite well; 
naa been telling our staff all about nia friends out in tne 
aesert - ne nad contacted tnem on nia way across in August and 
again as nis team were grading tne road in tnis dipection - ao 
mucn excitement all about! On Saturday moraine, naif tne population 
of Vv .A. seemea to be here - some neignbors nad come in, a road 
train for cattle and parxing apace seeded to running short.
The male natives nad a'man meeting' with Beadell, Roberts, Plnkua 
and George (women are small fry and keep suitably in tne background; 
- the outcome was tnat George agreed to take tne iUEJiaikA Native 
Vvelfare Officers and beadell with two station natives -out to tne 
jVicKay Ranges in a four wheel drive vehicle. After an early lunch­
eon, the party took off.

Beadell'a grader party (known aat tne Gun barrel 
Construction company) were grading tne road oack towards Giles 
and our vehicle caugnt up with them about 11 p.m. 195 miles east 
of Etnel Greek, camping the night with them. Next morning our 
pgiry drove to within 35 miles of tne Canning Stock Route -well 23*
- tney saw some native's fires ana made contact with two young men 
at a water hole. These young men in turn took tnem to wnere tnere_ 
was a native family, txie father in this group was a previous contat 
of beadell's, so tney greeted eacn other as ola friends. This 
fellow decidea to send the two young men into civilization and so 
tney are nere at Ethel Creek. A rendez-vous was made wltn this

by Roberts for b days ahead (counting in sun ups) when they 
to have the tribe assembled to meet Roberts. They were a ^

very happy bunch of people, no sores and looked quite well nourished.
All this, you will admit, is a long winded if unusual reason for 
failing to post a letterl

group
are

S-t'L"7-
r-J ■-mi



We got our tape recoraer about EovemDer 
1962 - pr4i4r to tnat I nad not heard of one in the district. To 
my knowledge tne first message taped from native-to native was by 
us here, witn tne Etnel Creek staff sending tneir greeting and 
singing a song to the native pensioners who liVe on Mt. Newman, 
^our outstation - about 30 miles away), a little colony of old 
people are living their lives out happily at liit. 
pension and are cared for ahd get tneir provisions from Etnel 
Greek - they are Jckie Forrest and his wife Kitty, Painkiller and 
at that time uiikalong was alive and living tne re , and a man named 
Carlo. These old fellows were amazed - they thought it was a 
radio and then of course they enjoyed tne Joke and sent all sorts

tnis

Newman on tne

of messages to tne fellows at Ethel and sang tnem a song -
The next messages tapedall got wiped off a tape unfortunately.

_ : from the fellows at Ethel Creek to mikalong when she was in
Pertn, whicn I took to her at bennet House and her reply tnex-eto.
were

ADout February 1963 I heard that jvir. Snell wno is witn 
Vermin Brancn of the Dept. Agriculture and huntd dingoes

- c/- wieekatnarra would prooably be nis
tne
somewnere in tnis area
address, had a tape recorder and was taping corroorees at the 
Dig holiday camp 30 miles from txie Ethel Creek homestead. 
sent tne tape from tne natives at Bulloo Downs to our staff nere 
- the one I re-recorded for you iiay-June 1963. The bulloo fellows 
were all on pink-i here and would nave told him we nave a tape

These are the only messages that I know of that 
until last Saturday 9th.

He

recorder here, 
nave been taped in this area

V»hen the party were getting tneir food andswags ready 
for the trip to the McKay ranges, the natives asked to have a 
message taped and taken outj to the wild ones in tne desert, 
was done and tiiree or four of them spoke to their kin, expalining 
wno they were and wno tneir daddy and mummy were etc.. This was 
played to the desert natives and replied to by the old chap^tney 
met - ne nearly crawled into the macnine in his wonderment.. I 
will tape tnis off and send it on the mail for you as tnis I think 
would be quite unique - it is only short but will send it along.

It is quite all right with us to release this to the

This

Press.

Len beadell left this morning - ne is writing a book 
and pauses where ever there is a typewriter so txiat ne ocid type 
his handwritten script. He is a deli^tful person witn an extra 
ordinary sense of ligh heatted fun and we shall miss his gay 
presence. He is quite firm in his statements that ne will remember 
not to come to Ethel Greek when writing his next book as we get 
far too many callers I I bflieve the title of the book is to be 
"Too Long in tne bush" - a firm of publishers have requested him 
to write it. I read the first 3 chapters ana think it should go 
well.

O-
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ithel creek Station, 
Tuesday 19th x^ov. L963.Of W.Kj

Dear ^Iss Luicla,

a. enclosing
In^^s frOiH the Ethel CreeK 
frlends

6i’eet- 
n at Ives to tneir

and relations out In the incKay 
nances. Toby ana nis wife rhea Tnea ^tnese

aeialn. Pansy - has been In some 20 oad years, 
ana ...ar^aret (Wlldeba) was crou^cht In by 
ner ixiotner when sx.e was aoout 2 years, ner 
Qaady old '.vllbur is still alive and is a very
stuflivlnsf alto^elner - 4

Douti Dob ana Old Peter 
par-ty and were chattints to

h natives out tnei-ehave been lon^ aware of civilization and 
also oi course nave seen tne mobs of cattle 
feOlno aown tne oannin^ Stock Route ana may 
nave been named by tne arovers. One nappy^

e Lolly i5ot five lollies oK
^en Deaden wnen tney first met wnlle Den 
Was waAine^ up to tne fact tnat Dolly was nis 

wen sayi. tnat Doily is completely
exsept xor a baldpciton on tne

Bentout with tne

iidiiie.

cop oi’ xila head 
6-j Ola boy. Den t^.ive nl_u 
sxetcnea nim I’or

ana was a vexy 
a nat aaa has

us - will snow 
co.i.e cown xioliaay time if I 
tnen

you wx.en we 
may call on yousometime aux-inO feoxuary.

... . Tne mall
kina xecjax'ds. xiere ana waiting i'orxxm

! - c'(r- V ... .

liie .

\
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Ref I MB

26th Novenijer^ 1963

lira, T. Andexraon, 
Ethel '".reek Station, 
via T.fEEKATITAFiRA.

1

Dear Mrs. Anderson,

Thank you very much for your letters, the 
last, dated 19th November, accompanying the tope with the 
greetings from Ethel Creek natives to the desert tribe in 
the McKay Range. I have left the tape to be transposed 
to the right speed for our machine so haven’t heard it yet.
As soon as I get it back I shall return it to you with 
the earlier tape which has already been successfully 
tranapoMd. We sent a press release about these messagea 
to the papers and to the ABC, and I believe the ABC have 
already mentioned it in their news - possibly you may have heard 
it.

I was so pleased to hear you will be down in PAruaiy 
and will look forward to meeting you then. Again many thanke 
for your help.

Yours sincerely.

NOLLIE LUKI3
Librarian. Battve Library

)

■IT-
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16th December, 1963

Mrs. T« /indernon,
3thel Creek Station, 
Via T7.A>

Dear Mrs, 'Jideraon,
V This la ^xist a note to aay that I om returning 

your two tapes which have now been transposed for ..no on 
our recorder and can therefore be cleared by you for other 

Thank once again for letting ua have them and\ioe»
for all the trouble you have taken in the matter.

I certainly hope you will have time to call \7hQn 
you are down in February and shall look forward to meeting 
you,
to miss you and as we all work on shift this could easily 
happen,
time for an interview with them about the tapes; I told 
them you would be down and soaecme from the Talks Department 
was going to write to you,

Ulth all good wishes.

Please ring before you case in as I should not want

The A,B,C, are hoping you may be able to spare

Yemrs sincerely.

MOLLIR LUKIS
Librarian Ibraryr'

IT.


