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THIS DEED made the 

B E T W E E N 

The person name d in the f ir st Sch edul e h e r e t o (hereinaft e r culled 

"The Author") 

AND 

THE LIBRARY BOARD OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA a body corporate constituted 

by the Library Board of Western Australia Act, 1951 of Alexander 

Library Building, Cultural Centre, Perth (hereinafter called "the 

Board") . 

W· HEREAS 

A. A magnetic tape recording has been made with the consent of 

the Author of an interview .or interviews held between the 

Author and Pr\H~.e.... S"'\+h on the date or dates 

mentioned .in the Second Schedule here~o (hereinaft~i called 

"the Recording"); 

B. The subject matter of the Recording is of historical 

interest to the Board and to the Australian public at large. 

NOW THIS DEED WITNESSES AS fOLLOWS 

l. The Author HEREBY ASSIGNS to the Board all that copyrigh t 

which he now has or at any t i me hereafter may have · in the Recording 

for the whole world for the full term of such copyright SU.BJECT to . 

the reservations (if nny) contained in the Third S.chedule· hereto. 



2. 

2. The expression "The Aut-_hor" where herein appeari ng shall mean 

and include the heirs e xecu t-_ors administ-_rators and ass i gns of t-_he 

Author. 
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IN WITNESS whereof the parties hereto have executed t--hese prese nt-_s 

the day and year hereinbefore written. 

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED 

by the AUTHOR: 

IN THE PRESENCE OF: 

THE COMMON SEAL of THE 

LIBRARY BOARD OF WESTERN 

AUSTRALIA was hereto 

affixed in the presence 
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DR. JOHN STANLEY BEARD, 
DIRECTOR OF KINGS PARK, 
SEPr. 1961 to AUG. 1970. 

The following is a transcript of a tape recording made 
d ne i ne; 1986: -

Talki nr, about my days at Kings Park. It all began in the 

1950s with R move in scientific circles in Western Australia for 

a botnnical ga.ruen somewhere, particulRrly a botanic garden for 

nativ e pl8nts. 'l'he Hoj'Rl Society seems to have taken the lend at 

the time anc1 there wa s actually a Government committee appointed 

about 1956 on the subject which examined a whole re.nge of potential 

sites in the metropolitan area and recommended Kings Park vs the 

most appropri a te, but nothing came of that at the time. In 1959 

Dr. Bill Stewart who wa s director of the Los Angeles St a te and 

County Arboretum in Cali fo rnia was in Perth on a Fulbright 

Fellowship nnd the opportunity was talcen to get him to give some 

lectures, meet people, in particular to meet the Mini<ter and the 

interest of the Government was aroused this time and because Kings 

Pa.rk lu-1d been indicated as the best possible site before, the 

Kings Park Boarcl was involved and the proposal was made that a 

botanic garden should be set up in Kings Park. So Dr. stewart 

wa.s asked for a report and his report was accepted· and the Kings 

Park Board was then asked to proceed and the first thing they did 

was to advertise for a Director. They advertised all over the 

world I believe, I didn't see the advertisement but one day I went 

to work as usual, I was in South Africa at the time working in the 

South African wattle industry in Pietermari tzburg and a colleague 

said to me, "did. you see that advert. in last Saturday's paper", 

he said "I thought it was right up your street." I said "what 

was it ?" he said "they want a Director to found a new botanical 

garden in Australia." I said "really?" and so I went home and 

got the ad. out and had a look at it and I decided that was just 

the thing that I wanted and my family pulled very lon~ faces and 

said "but look, don't you remember, only three yeers ago you 

went to Australia to attend a conf'erence and when you came back 



YCJ'l r; :.1 id tlw.t wan one country I woulcl never want to go to," and I 

sr;:i.J "Oll, but this is different, if I was to have the O['p ortunit~r 

of ct•entirw a new bol.nnLcnl ge.rclen, I would go to Tirnuuktu :for 

that." So I oppliccl fc::t' tl!c j o b ond ac tually I eot it, you s ec r1m1 

su irt d.ttc c our• se we fo~m(l OII.I'e>eJ.ves p o.cl:.: ing up nncl I nrr.ivecl here 

in ~} e ptellll> cro l 9C l ami lit.'>' t':tmi.ly arrivec1 in Jonunry 19(, 2 ancl nt tlwt 

tJ. iW~ 1.1J C" r<q •J : V} 8J) ver -~; thinl.}r Btaff'ccJ. , it lw.c1 bec:orne GO t.re.tlj ti'JiH. 1 

l,] . : 1i, l.!1 (~ 1· c V.''\8 no tJ JOfJC.)' to c~_o an;yl.ld.ne: thet ;/O U get t, ,, e. st ::'t.e r:hct•r; 

~:ou rnnl\e a vir·tuc of rv; cc!"r>it,y nn:J. y o u claim that it's n cooc1 thine:; 

t ,, :t') noth.i n- ; :1bc ut :1n_y·t!l i n e; ;.1n.'l tlter·c WOG oven a stronh~ l1or1y nf 

()p .i. n \. o 11 n n t'ne t'Dl'k_ , :J ~;oc .\.r]t,'l for thc Pr-c servation of 1\i n~s Pnl'k , 

r1:,:l c~1 <' ct;n, ll,y eltliJ:Jed t!w t you sl1ould do nothing anl that what 

t ~t CJ n 1thcJ' n a iv']l,/ thou r:;ht or os tmspoilt virgin 1nwhlnn:l in the 

r;;id · lle u:r the Park nnl of ccnu't>e VHH~n't anythine; of the nort, ow~ht 

t·) bs !:r:p t li '.;r) ttH' t an~l. v:e hnd. qni tc a lot of or posi tlon from tll r;Gc 

pcn;J l e , :it ViaG a legacy r"Jnll.)' of the 'Pool in the Fark' controvcr~:;y 

er l 1; •!)r) i:1 connection -:. ith the Comtnonuealth Games t'J btJ heltl_ i ~ 1 

? r; rth, the City Counc .Ll •.vented to build the Aqur1tic Centr·e i.:-1 the 

p::r<-~ an:t tll':H'e wos a lot of oppo r:;i tion to that nnd it \H'G eventu811y 

1JuLlt nt Dcn tt-.::,· F::.· J'l-~ inste ad. AnyvtD. ~' of course the mnL'l job vw s to 

::;r_:r! : ~ bout thG botani{~ nl [';G. l'1lens so once we had got some tnoncy voted 

nn:l. ·:: ' ~ eoul(1 s.ppoint stsff, I ne c dec'l ::\ new Superj_ ntendent because 

t :w ol ~l one \'!GG to t•etir ~ ~\nrl v1e advel'tised vr:=ry wi(1ely ntntlne 

t 1t ::i t hir;h q uo.lifi.(.;o t i ons i i:1 horticulture would be req ui t'ec'l and v:e 

got I th i n l:. 8bout c iGhty Hpplicat ions, practically e ll or vv hom i·,·ere 

tot :::: ll::,r unnu:lt <tblc. \;e hnd for example, a Sen. Cap t8in with D. 

J..ln~;tc~r· ' s C()r'tific Rte; 8 n Army Colonel who was retir•ing and thought 

it '~'~ ould be a nice ld : t•l of lire; a rentaurant keeper who thought 

the :3ame ancl. no on. 1~ventuo.lly I m8na ged to get the very good man 

th ·· t I hctd knmm in South Africm to come over and join the staff, 

Arthur ~·r;irR.ll. He had br~en Dir1 ector• of Pnrlcs in the city 



where I lived and I had a very high regard for his capabilities. 

The first one that I needed was a competent nurseryman and we 

adve_ rtised for that too and again we got a whole range of quite 

unsuitable applications until L was getting rather desperate and 

rip;ht at the very end I received a letter from South Australia 

and on reading that I said "ah, this is exactly the man I want." 

So I went over there and interviewed him and we got Ernst Wittwer 

0. 

to come over with tis family and he I think was one of Australia's 

most highly qualified and competent plantsmen and we depended on him 

to p rovide the pl8nts tha t were required of course to est ablish the 

b otanica l garden. But before plants you hHVe to have propagat ing 

ma terial and where were we g o ing to get that ? At the time, Fred 

Lullfi tz was running a wildflower nursery at Cannington and he had 

hfld a partner named Alf Gray who had come over from South Austr al ia 

he.ving been a nurseryman for the Forestry Department over there and 

Alf Gray was very deaf and he'd not found it very easy to get on, so 

he had left and gone down to Albany and Alf collected seeds and I 

went to Albany and we mane.ged to buy a large quantity of seed 

peckets from him and we collected some ourselves and we persuaded 

Fred Lullfitz to give up his private nursery and come and join the 

staff as the seed collector and he was also extremely competent a.t 

tha.t sort of thing. He did the most marvellous job over the years. 

And th ::·t first year, that is 1962, we opened the nursery in the 

Autumn and we sowed about 600 seed lots and then Ernst Vlittwer came 

to me afte .rwards and se.id "I've just sowed all these seed lots, it's 

go ing to be necessary for you to tell me how m8ny plants you need 

of e a ch species.," and I realised that I hadn't the slightest idea 

bec a use I was a newcomer to Western Austr8lia and so were the other 

senior members of staff, we had botanical names on the packets but 

these didn't mean anything to us and if the plant was a tree I 

mi ght need half a dozen plants for the botanical ge.rden and if they 

were annw-1ls I would need five thousand so we h Hd to do something 

ab out tha t so we r8ther hur·riedly set to anu malce up a catalogue 

which w~Js later published as 'Be Hrd' s Catalogue of West Australian 

Pls.nts', in which all the known s pecies were listed and we ge.ve what 



kind of plant it was, how tall it grew, what its flower col~ur was 

and so on and so forth and that took six months to get that compiled. 

y,'e hBd n special employee who obtained about a third of the dRta 

from the r et ired Government Botanist Charles Gardner who hnd a draft, 
l}e 

an unfinished draft of the flora cif Western Australia thaVlent us, 

r.nd the rest was filled in by working at the StEt.te Herbarium with 

their cooperation ond so we got this thing and it wes a. typed 

cstalogue for the use of the staff but later on when the wild:flower 

r,rov:ers e;ot to he c r about it they said "oh, we wnnt tll8t 11 so it was 

£~rrrnceu eventuall,y th r::t it be 1:ublished by the Society for Gro\':ing 

Austr 8liPll Plants in Sydney and it appeared in 1965 and h s d a 

secolKl edition and I think a third one is now under revision and it's 

been current ever since. So, the botanical garden therefore started 

in th::tt way. We estabJ.ished the nursery thet first yef'r ond. then VIe 

chose the site. The Bo2rd considered e. number of diff erent possible 

sites in the Park and I personalJ.y recommended the site thf:lt they 

d:id choose along the edge of the Bluff looking out over the river 

because its scenic possibilities would add a great de8l to the 

V ell ue o:f tlle garL1en and we having chosen the site, surveyed it, le itl 

out s system of paths and these were grE-JdUally leveJ.led and grassed 

flnd lwd edgings put in. They were originally going to be hardened 

11aths o:C some kind but to begin with we didn't ha.ve the money so vte 

se id, well we' 11 grE'.ss them and this was so popular that we never dicl 

en,yth:Lng else. 'rhe wflter-garden fer:1ture suggested itself because 

there was e valley in the gardens, dry of co1wse, but one could lay 

on water to it and I forget just how it srose but e. committee of 

'Nomen \Vho were descendents of pioneers got together to ruiRe money 

foP a conur,Arnora ti ve fer.t ure to pioneer VJomen in We stern Austrelie. 

which led to the Pioneer Women's MemoriHl Fountain e.t the hes.d of 

the VJE'ter - r,£Jrden whiclJ was deslgned by Geoff Smnn.erhayes the 

Rrchi tect ond the st ot ue wns done by 1'lrs. Margaret Priest a local 

sculptref-1S but that w2s something that nas donated to the Park. 

'l'hey raised, I forget how much, 1 t would be in the file, eight 

thousond pounds or something, for givlng us this fm1ntain anc1 the.t 

peicl for the whole of the upj Jer pool and the statue end the lighte:; • 
I 



f'ountain works and such like, the lower part of the water g~.rtlen 

was put in by ourselves, Arthur Fairall designed the little channels 

and pools and I ren te mber tlwt he 1)ersonally supervised the p l acing 

of every rock in those cnscades down there and it was all ready 

pbout l(j65 I think. We had 2.n offid.al opening in 1965. I said 

th r-_t we ' d. s tarted the nursery in '62 so that the pl£lnts were re 8dy 

for plant ing c. yer·r later and s o when the winter of ' 63 cawe, v!e 

c l e2red the first section of the Botanie Garden and pl8_nted it 

up nnd the Chail,man of · the Boa rd, Sir ThornR s Meagher, pla.nted the 

first p l ant and I don 't know whether there is sti.ll a commemorative 

p J. aq 'Je on it, there was a t one time. He planted a red flowering 

mHrri tree. 'l'hat was of course like turning the first sod, you 

!: noVi, it was a conrrnernorsti ve occasion a nd two ye ars later I 

sugge sted that the garden was far enough adve.nced for us to hnve 

it of'fici 8lls· opened so we had a ceremony at the Roe Memorial at 

whieh the Premier, David. Brand who was very very keen on the whole 

p roject, he cR.rne and declared it open and we got him to unveil e. tablet 

on n l r=~ rge gra.nite boulder which was l a ter moved to another place 

where it is, I think, at the present time. We had of' course a lot 

of' fun w i tll all this sort of thing. I went and found that granite 

boulder - am I bein£S too discursive ? that granite boulder on a n 

outcrop in the for·est on Brookton ro8.d and we got permission from 

the F'ore s t Department to remove it. You wouldn't get tJ~at sort of 

permis sion out of C.A.L M. nowadays, would ;-,' ou, and I asked the 

Geolo e; ic:8l Survey, what was the weight per cubic foot of granite and 

worked out what I thought the weight would be and we got Bell Bros. to 

send El creme up there to load it on a lov1-loader but there was 

something wrong with the computation because it just pulled the 

crnne over. Eventually it was found to v.e igh 13 tons, I remember, 

insteod of the seven & a half which I had estimated, but a bigger 

crane was sent up and it got stuck .and so on and all sorts of' 

atlventures but anyway the boulder r•eached the Park and we had had 

its t nblet fixed to it and at the time the Water Garden was just 

in being and the lawns were beginning to grow over and people were 

beginning to corr!e and use it and the Botanical Garden went on 



gr adually being planted up for a number of years. Then in 1966 

I think it was, the Premier did an overseas tour and he saw a number 

of parks while he was away, being as I mentioned you know, rather 

interested in this and when he came back he said publicly fuat 

parks in Western Australia needed a great deal of upgrading and 

it was time something was done about it. The Board sat bolt upright 

and str j l<ing while the iron was hot, we presented him with a 

development p rogran1me for the rest of the Park on the turn. I had 

b ee n rather btlsy with the Bot anic Gar<'l.en up to then, I t hink all 

tha.t I'd done in .a major we.y was to re-desig n the Queen Victoria 

Memorial I desi r:;ned that crenelated granite wall that surrounds it 

but the cevelopment progranm1e comprised the lake and playground at 

the University end of the Park, a lookout tower at the highest point 

6 . 

at the top end and a broadwalk to connect the two, the whole thing 

beinr; a sort of coordinated scenic fe ature. It needed the t ower at the 

top end and you neede d the lake at the bo t tom end and so of cour se we 

got the n1oney f or thHt straight away and I was afraid the. t we might 

hnve a lot of opposition to clearing the br oadwalk but none was heard 

and when it was grassed over, peop le began to use that in a big wa y 

as well which rather s urprl sed me because we 1 d had tracks through the 

bush part of the Park e.ll along of course, many of them with slabs 

so thnt you could walk on them easily but hardly anybod~r used it 

whereas as soon as you lw.d this open country with an objective at 

either end, people began to walk up and down and of course the number 

of people coming to the Park incre8sed by leaps and bounds. \'/ell I 

designed trJe Lookout Tower and the Lake at the bottom and Arthur 

F'airall later clid the Children 1 s Playp;round. Getting the tower 

wB.s a little difficult, we got the Public Works Architectural 

De partment to put in some de signs which vere in concrete - awful, 

and we got tl!e Forestr,y people to give us the designs for typical 

forestr;y lookout towers built in timber which were nice but not 

quite what I was wanting and one day when discussing it with my 

wife and daughter over lunch, I think it was my wife sug r,ested a 

spil•nl staircase arrangement based on something we 1 d seen in France 

and that was a marvellous idea so I went and did a sketch and I took 



thnt to the Public Works Architectural Divif:don and they said that 

was impossible, you couldn't design that. Well of co,Jrse I didn't 

believe it, you know so I went back to the office and did the first 

complete set of drawings f or it myself and showed it to the Board, 

who li.ked it and then we took it to a consulting engineer who of 

course said it was perfectly feasible and so the thing was designed 

and built privately by contract. The lake at the bottom was designed 

with the advice of the Metropolitan Water Board. Bob Jiillrmm was the 

Chief Enr;ineer at the time and he arranged for me to ha.ve some very 

useful advice on the expansion joints and other technical things, you 

know because the lake had to have a concrete bottom other~ise it 

' i . 

would h8ve just leaked away and that feature down there suggested 

itself because it was a natural depr~ ssion with no outlet and at that 

time nt the fa.r end of the Par.k down there, there was nothing, and 

if ·we v1ere going to increase Park developments and Park nsage we hed 

to get out down to that fe.r end so the idea seemed to be natur8.l to 

tnrn thiH<1epres8ion into a lake. So I surveyed it and arrived at a 

de sign for a. lake and so on. Originally it was intended to be a kind 

of wild-life ref1lge thnt black swans would use but immediately the 

model boat enthusia.sts cnme and asked if they could use it and we 

said yes and of course thnt was completely the end of a ny wild-life 

us 2ge. Children were in that pool and the island was originally 

designed, you see, so that the birds could have a refuge on it but 

there v:as never any question of that. Le.ter on Arthur Fairall 

interestetl himself in the children's _playground and every time we 

pulled out Rn old stwnp or some old tree in the PHrk he'd he.ve the 

timber cr..r·ted down there end we he.d a handym8n on the staf.r - the 

hFJ.ndyman under his direction made those various timber constructions 

just off the cuff, you know. Well the way things are, once you've 

r;ot someth :i 11g new a nu popular like that everybody else wants it and 

it's so difficult to be or:lginal, it hFJs to be exactl,y the s8me. So 

we would receive requests for the drawings, of cour8e it never 

v1orried. me. The some thjllg h8p_pened with the wishing welJ in the 

Park That was put in before my time by Rotary, you know the 

wishing welJ in front of the restaurant, I think it was some timP. in 

the 19f)Os t~nd that was a pop_ular idea so 
everybody else hed to h8ve 



one fi nd it lwcl to be exactly the same. So there is an identical one 

in J\lbany e.ncl a n identical one in Geraldton and so it e;oes on e.nd 

we 1·;ere still get tine; prer1sed for ttte drawings for th8t in my tin1e, 

it was q uj. t e absnrd.. Howeve r that's I s 'pose h\unan nature. I always 

co11sirt.ere<l th ~1 t the featupe of the tower, broBdwalk and the lake 

rerqJii' ecl 8 conspicuous bu:i.lding, let's Sf'Y a vaviJ ion, a pr~ rk 

.f>Ovi .Li o n ;>t the b ottom e nd behind the l1:1.l<:e, you know vi sue lly from 

8. 

the towet•, behind the lYke , to close the vi sta and on one oceasion 

whe n one of' these olc1 hotelG ln Pel'th was beine demolished. I a rrFne;ed 

f o1' the ror ·l~ to be d onntecl the iron work from it, the iron tr acery, 

so tl1~·t it eouJ.d be rnt!de up into 8n e Jegent park povilion of thPt kincl 

l1ut nnf.'ortunntely ;you l<.nov! , .)'O U needec1 to take somebody up the to\·;er 

Pn:~. J~t h :irn look down the vista to convince him that thJ. s was the 

cPse nnd 88 Sir Thoma s I.ief>gher wes not sufficiently mobile I couldn't 

Get hill! up there and an,yvH.J.Y it W8fi getting towprds the end of my 

stay 8t the Perk by th r t tin~ so the thing lapsed. It W8S a gre8t 

pi t;y, I st'i.ll eonRider th ~1t we ought to hElVe hRd that. It would he.ve 

been far better lliPn th at awrul Bovell kionk th8t's been built there 

sin~e then. 'l'he ehildr·en' s paddling pools were put in there rr-tther 

against the better feeJ.inss of the staff because otw Chairmon was 

c1c8d set 0n thnt ::>.nd he wa nted to have rnosalcs Ht the bottom which 

'.'.r erc L.onni c.s of Yiestcrn Aw;tr<) li8n wildflowers and we told him t>.-! Pt 

V1ey riould s uon be covered with cl.l rt or a.le;.:ie nnd you'd nevel' be 

:-thlc to sr~ r) them r-!Il:l it would be 8n impossible job to keep it clean 

but r.-t nywoy he'd r.et his henrt on th8 t so we had to gJ.ve in and I 

thin'.r:: they were designed and made in Japan and brought to the P<1rk 

nnd Lnr;tolled t1'1ere f-lnd. no doubt the children enjoy them very much. 

Nmv what else ? the ser)d collector Fred Lullfitz, ,yes, he used of 

eoursc to mE-ke long trips in the bur~h collecting seed rmd euttings, 

propnr,a.tinc tiiCJ.terinl. ·riell this 'Na s an opportunit~· _ror me to get 

to !mow the flor•n nnd vegct;:1tion of Western Austr<llia too, RO I 

to(Jk tr.J ~~oin~ vd.th hlm fi nd we \l8ed to rm:1ke a couple of major 

r~ x p r; d .i.ttonn :.1 :;e:.r in tlwL l't:JY v.'ith me .r~ oinr, with Pt'ed, otl1er• tltllen 

lte wotlld e.o on biG cmn or· ·:dth Gome other• member of the st.nff.' 

r.nd i. :- t this way I got around quite a lot of the Stnte. The fir~;t 

J C :l r tllnt I r:cnt up to the ''!orttt Weot in 1963, before they had 



started nny iron mining, that wns n marvellous Geason thF.lt ycnr. It 

V128 the lJcst s c n Hon in the outback in living memory and there were 

Absolutely flowers everywhere such 8S I hc;ve never seen since. The 

r.r·l-':. llntr> nt Cue, nll t£10se sult lakes and sHlt pans were completely 

eov~rcd vd.th vines of 81'18i.nsona ocr.:i.dentalis, just an absolute mEl.SS 

of lllll1 ple colour 8nd v;e pulle d up one plant and rnP:Je an estimntion 

trw t it h~' t'l f.i , 000 flo·:;ers on the one plnnt 8.nd I've never seen it 

li ':e th ::' t cll38in, ever. It was quite :Jn extraordinary j'CBl1 ~~nc'l. of 

c:nUJ ' !\'J nie goinc up there fen• the fi.rnt time I thousht it was Plwnys 

li'{e trwt, so I wrote thut llool'::let nwildflowers of the Nortl1 r:cstu 

Pn:l Lh r; n }'; trlot•cnr•s co t the boo}: nnrl thought tl1ey would run a wiJd­

flmn~t' to~.tr• on tb e; ntrength of' the book. Thir.> v1ns 8. ter.rible disaster 

yo u ner. l t w2s frr too ffii' between, in those dnys, between 8ny plAces 

'.':he ('C .)'O ' l. coulcl stDJT tl1 r.t it meant that the bus h~1d to travel more 

or le~>s 8t top speed cll l day to the incrensine frustre.tion of the 

1 ' c'S~>cnr~er: 1 \'.'110 wanted to .~r,et out and look Bt the wildflowe rs on the 

spot an:l then V'/ 11ile the;; were up ther•e it :r1:1.ined and the r;inclows 

be(~ ::J Jr:,,; covc~·e •1 with rnn·J. and on the ~·my bncl':: it was Silch 1"t lonr, W8"J' 

f't•om ~:ii t f cn:.Jom t o l\.1;. r,.:aenet vi8. ~.leel~ntllar>r'H that they h Hd to travel 

811 ~1icht ln the bus - a day and a night in the bus, arrivin8 ot rJt. 

t:r1y>;net at 'bwn before the l10tel opened and the hotel wouldn 't even 

l e t them :i.n to go anJ sit in a warm pl~: ce until hPeakfast was re1:1dy. 

Drc <.•df'ul - severa l peop le went t o hospital at MorB.wa or somewhe11 e on 

tne vu1y do·:,. n incliKli.ne; out' secretary Nan O'Donnell. v:ho went alone; on 

it ::,n-1 2. t wo.s she thnt told me all about it. So, thnt wns the end 

o f.' ':illr'lflnvicr toue :3 of the North \'\est ut that stoge, you kno-.·1. 

End si~e l - tape 1 

SII~~.~ .-. _t_ay .c L 

It' ::> been snc;Eested tho.t I t8lk about rny pernonnl bnck-ground. 

I 'm En Enc;lishtnan and V!r:ts born in England dnr>:ing ':iorlu Wv.r 1. My 

fathe .c wos ~~ Lo ndon archl tect and we lived ln a dormitory snburoll. 

Tic r:1.lw8.ys took it for r.;rnn.ted that I would bec ome nn 8rch:1.toct nnd 

follo·:: into hls orric-3 n nd ln fact I dld Gtart stndyi~G 8.rch :i.tecture 

~1.t T.1nlv•.H' ni ty CoJ leGe Lon•lon but I just couldn 1 t stand the pren0u.re 

ot' the c:t'OI'I1lr; of lJCo ple and conmmt:Lne; <18lly to Lo :1do n and so I t.hou:.:ht 



thet perhnps life in the wide open spaces would be more attractive so 

I chanced over to Forestry and went to Oxford and took a degree in 

Fore s try end a. lthough at tha t time there was little employment avail­

able and the professor did his best to persuade me not to e nrol for 

10. 

the cotU'se, I did and got a job in the Colonie.l Service e.nd they sent 

me o1rt to the West II~ies. At the time you were asked to give en 

order of preference for Colonies th~t wou would like to serve in. 

Ever ybodJ' a sked for Malaya at tha t time because the pay and conditions 

were the best s o I app lied for MalaJ•a. I didn't get it which I've 

co nsidered very lucky afterwards because I would doubtless have ended 

up in 8. Japanese pr iRon camp where e.s I was out in the West Indie s all 

t.hrow.~h the war, was told to stay there and so we did. I got married 

in 1<:140 and we started rE1ising a family. After the war I thou~ht it 

e. r;o od ide a to t ake the f ami ly to a better climate nnc1 with the 

CoJ.oni n l En;p ire obviousl;s.' disintegrating I happened to see e. job in 

South Afri.c8 a.dvertised that I applied. f'or and got so I went t.o ·Lhe 

Sout11 Af ric9.n we.ttle industry as a silvicultlll'ist and worked on crop 

improvement in the w£Jttle industry for fotll'teen yeflrs snd the end of 

which time the industry h~Jd colla1>sed and nobody was interested in 

crop in :provement any more the time w RS quite ripe for me to move on 

to Kine;s Ps rl{ in Australia. You see I had become interested in 

South African native pl£Jnts while there, just growing wattle trees 

was rather• borine and just as growing teak trees in Trinidad had 

be e n a bit boring and I had taken an interest in other things such 

as pl[' nt ecology and in the West Indies I wrote papers B.nd did a thesis 

on the vegetntion of tropical America and I b ecame interested ln the 

taxonom;y nnd so on of m 1.tive plants in South Af'r:lca and also I 

to ok o. hHnd with the local botanical garden which wasn't an official 

institution bvt was rnn by the Botanic Society of' Natal just a 

private ins titution run by public subscription and I became president 

of the Society· o.nd helped tu run the go.rc1ens i'or severHl ye::r•s e.nd 

thr ·t f ired !I Je with the ideo that it would be re.ther Hn elegant 

profession to graduate to so when the time a.nd opportunity offered 

I snapJ·led up a chance to come to Kings Park e.nd change my profession 

foP the third time and become a botonist. Well reverting to what 



I v; 3 s sDying before about co11ectine; trips and suchlike, we hnd a 

nwnber of bits of fun over that from time to time. The retired 

Government Bote.nist, CharlefJ Garclner was really rather a chP ractel~ 

end he us E.: d to clo field trips still and worked on things that 

interes ted him. .Fron; re8ding the literature he bece.me conv inced 

tJ12 t wh 8t V'ie were c a lling Kunzea sericen at the time was not 

correct1y alJJJ lied t1nd th ::•t dovtn on the Recherche Islands at 
1;~ l ' l. (/ '' jJC l'~lltllll 

Espernnce there nrust be a s e r 1ceum discovered by L8Bil .Lardiere 

in th e e i ghteenth c entury so he went down there and h e .found it 

lJ. 

on the mninland and it wns a p l c:.nt of' gr•e£1t horticultural potential, 

a. beautiful shrub, so he took cuttings and brought thern b?cl\: nnd 

e stabli s lled them in hi R ow n garclen a nd I heard about this 8.nd when 

I wGs talking to him I s a id "lool{, I s uppose you brought some 

rrmter:i.Fl for the bo tanica l garden too . " Well he hadn't you see 

he v:as li ke thHt, and so I said "we 11, we' 11 hflve to go and get 

some," so I sent Fred Lullfi tz and Ernst Wi t t wer clown to EsperanGe 

to r.o a nd p:et it for the botanicf:ll garden and. the neughty old man 

g ave them the wrong dii·ections where to go and loo k for it. 

Nonetheless they stiLL found it and he wos furious and lost intere s t 

in it and a simila r thing happened on another occasion too. I went 

to see him or~e f:lnd he was looking at some Eremophila specimens and 

he said to me "now l ook at this one, now don't you think th v.t' s the 

lllost be a uti.ful Erernophila y ou've ever seen ?" Well actually I 

didn't because I co11sidered I had found a better one at Wi ttenoom 

in \',' i ttenoom Gor ge but anyway I saicl "it 1 s certe.inly a very 

benutiful plant, where did you get it 'l'" Well it. came fro111 somewhere 

in the Cue district so I thought, Oh, we'll arrange to get that one 

too. V1ell Arthur Fair8ll was e oing up with PEuline for a field 

t~.i. p up tha t way nnd so I badgered Che.rlie Gardner to tell them where 

he hod got this Eremophila. Well he wouldn't tell us. Eventually 

I got on the phone end I ref'used to take no for an answer e.nd I 

insisted on knowing where this plant was found~ so he gave me a whole 

lot. of det a iled dir•ect ions which turned out to be complO.te ly bogus 

completely bogus - and Arthur spent a whole day senrching for it and 

of cottr~•e the land mar Jcs just didn't match up in the 1e 8 st, I me Hn 



. 1. 1'-..~ . 

it w fl s thirty miles from where he said it was - they gave it up . 

Well next ye a r I was going up that way myself, this time I thought 

to look in the state Her bar i mn where there were duplicates of those 

s pecimens of Charlie Gardner's and of course the label in the State 

Herb ~tl'itmJ said that it c a me from Ke.lli station in the Cue district 

so we went to this Stat io n and told the lady of the house when we 

r ot there who we were and what we were interested in and it was a 

pa rticula r p l a nt of spacial interest around here tha t we were 

lookinr: f or . "Oh',' she said, "you mean the Eremopllila ? 11 So then 

tl!e whole story came out as to how Cherlie Gardner had come tllro ugh 

there on nn expedition with some people and ca.rnped on the St a tion 

and found it in the morning and the next day had come throu,g;h and 

shovat the specimens to her Bnd she said "Well, the only trouble is, 

I don't know re G ll,y v:here they were cr:1mping that night but it doesn't 

matter, t .he home paddocl<. is full of it." So we combed the home 

paddock but it was such a bad season there was nothing. Anyway 

later on, you see, we asked her to send material to Perth but it 

wasn't any good anyway bece.use you cant grow that sort of stuflf, 
o ll i". o f c1ooi':-, 

outback mHterial, in Perth/as we discovered it's no good trying 

ren lly. On one oecasion Sir I'homas Ivleagher took a voyage on the State 

shi r• up to Darwin and b ack, or round Australia, or something, but 

an,Yway he called at the northern ports and he had friends and he 

arranc~ed for some saplings of the boab trees, about half a dozen of 

then ,, to be shipped down to Perth so that we could have boabs in 

Kings Park. Well I dicln't really like to tell him so but I didn't 

think that there was much liklihood that these would be successful 

anyway they were duly planted out with much flourish and they I 

think, lasted for a couple of ye ars living on the moisture which 

they already contained in the plant~ made a few leaves occasionally 

but you know, the tropical things wont survive the winter, in general 

they wont - there are some naturally that are more tolerant than 

others. It's a great pity thFlt we cant grow Eucaly..P_~~.§_i!!.!..!.ll..?ta 

which iR one of OlU' most bermtiful flowering eucalypts but I think 

no hope of growing that down here. There's quite a story attached 

to the old cannon that are mounted in the Park. The fotll' of them 
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i'l ' ll\lll•l '.\•c f,' liCC!! Vh:t.•.H'.i F• [ .. :c mo J•j_nJ WCJ'( ; Llf e i'C in .1.~ '(<1 . nnrl LIICI\ 

L!tC.l'C! ' f; not very much to say nbout Lhose except tf18t Lhe r;un cnrt·inr~cs 

h n d I. o 1-' r~ r ( · b u i 1 t r r o m t i I lie to t i me b u. t w h e n I n r r :i. v e d :=1 t t he F 8 r k 

I ltr~r. rd tltn L there hart be en two very much rnore mnssive r:uns thnt hn<1 

been burie~ in front uf the War Memorial and they h ad apparently 

uecn br o\lP,ht to Western 1\.usti·alia for con.st defence in lf38l , neve r 

ll !O tlll te<l, 1B.Y a bout at Fre JW.lnt le, in J ~! 05 thc,y wer·e set up in IU Jtr;s 

Ff! J'I< 88 ol'nr:n,entcd pieces F.ln~l in l ~~;g v:h e n i L w8s planned to builu 

'l' l!C St:;tc ri:H' r·.-ie moi'i8.l, Lll e,y Vle!'e tllC wro ng period , you know , the 

i'd' OJ'l~~ wnr, t l1ey wcr·r~ j_n the way a nd they we r e not old e n ough to lJe of 

8 11 .)' .r~r e8t 8ntique v Plue c.o it was ap p8rently<leci<l.ed to junk them nnl A 

contrnct was F~ ive n to 8 scrnp met8l deAler to brenk them up nnd r e n1ov~ 

tlle1r1 :1nd h e clid r; ith th e carri.Bges, the y had elabor8te stec~ l coast 

tle:!'ence f.zu n mountinp; s o n eailw8.~' lj nes and he t ook r:: LI that awa.y 

nn c1 l1r oke jt up but the p;un barrels were so mas si v e th P t he co1.11Cln ' t 

do muel1 nbout it Pnu h e jusL dug holes and rolled them into the r-~r ound 

n n C.:l le ft Lhe m there. So i t seemed to me that these were now v altJDble 

nnUq ues n n'l we should ge t tllen1 b HC l{. It turned out eve ntuAlly th n t 

they wer<-~ - h 8t1 the d8te H?65 on them nn<l they h11cl be e n 13ri t i sh Nfivnl 

g uns of !.hut period nnd r at h e r inter f~ nting becam~e it w::~s An inter-

n,edj a te pe r j.od , they nnJSt h 8v e v e ry q uickly become ob soJe t e . They 

we t• e rnm--.:;. J e lo ~dini~ llut U1e,y were also rifled and fired explosive 

sltel:l~~ . Vv eJ:I I me t 811 1\rln.)' Mnjor who was interested in th e history of 

old ordna nce i.n Western Ausl.r8li a and he br·oueht the 1\rmy up t o the 

f'r,rk. with n1inc detectors Bnd the,y went over ~111 the fl re8 i n front of 

the V.' 8r J·:!C II •O r.i.F. l and couldn ' t Jocate 8nythinf': to our surpri~<e, this 

w11s udd . Tl"li ~; rr,o t a "bit of p ublicity 1n the PFlpei~ rnr.\ r ]n·t of 1111 

v1•rj n un cu.riouB people tur•ned up who c Ja:lmed to h P. v e the pov; e r to 

divjne the presence of mctR. 1 and one of the m, for exAmple, who used 

n p:lece o f' be nt wire i n hi r.; hand rathe1· like a divinj_n p: rod f or vmt el' , 

he nh owe :1 me how he ' d got the exact spot . He walked pnst the p l a ce 

<Jn cl. wllen !le r;ot t!Jere t.l1e wire swivelJed [!round in hir; h8nd <Jnd pointed 

Lt1 i.t [! n·l lle put a peg t.ll e re the n rJe we nt ov e r there F~ nd c:Jnle b8 c k 

:1 p,nin nnd when lle l :~o t tu Lh'iA spot the wil'e swivel.led round sucldenJ;)', 

~.'utt s ec 8 nd l1e ' d r~ot the 8c tual shape of the p;un pegrred out on the 

r,round . V(eJl, we were p1•oblnc with lon1~ thin il'on l Ja rR t o try to 



Clnll Lllc~;e ~~u n s nml we pi'obed this s.po t a nd there was 8lH;o .Lute ly 

noLllitw L11ere c:; t n ll n nlllle was ter'l'ibl,y disilJusi one cl, he couldn 't 

Ulld e rstand jt yo u know. lie h ad discovered this mysterj ous pov1er j n 

hlrr.s&lf e-bout six months before , and then there w8s Pnother· one who 

could al so divine the pre~;ence of oi l and h e could tell W. A. P . E. T . 

exRctly where to drilJ for oi l in Western AustrF.li8 r;n<l it was such 

D tr~!:.ecly Lll e,y wouldn ' t tnke any notice and milJi o ns of bar·rc·: ls of 

oil v;erf~ ;just uc .illf: wnstcu like that. nnd l1 e p u t 8 pot uf oil in U1' 

i nne l' of'~' ice 8nd de monstrated to the girls in the outer office how 

h e could lLi vi11e it s pref;ence out again when it came tu the gun l ' m 

ar r- c:. i. d h 1~ wn s ef1 u a l Jy powerless a nd then a s a rec;ult of the pubJicity 

u p popped the: original little o l d .Jewistl scrap metHl cle8ler who l1 r-1rl 

ll a cl Llu: co ntl' r'C 1. t o ,junk: those gu ns in l<:-l29 . That is about fort.,'{ 

ycr • t· r~ before, and l1e r;n i d " Yes , 1 s ll OVI ,yo u, I s h o v1 .vo u the plnce " 

so I sa id " Fine l e t's go " a nd we went along there a nd we stood in 

front. of the War fl'!e mori8l a nd I sHid " HiP,ht, now just where did .vou 

but'.V them ? " "Oh, well. it 's different n ow you see." I Sf1id " You 

mu:;t. h~JV~! some ide8 whct'e yo u p ut them." "Wel 'l, there was one o n 

eith e r' f';ide of t lw Mom.m1e nt " I said " We1.l , now look, they csn ' t 

h~1ve bee n becnuse tll e,y- d i G. n' t build the Monume nt until rJfter .vou 

h ::H1 cl e-a re d the n1 nway " "Oh, but there was sometll inr, there, I 

sure " Sucl.JenJy I r- en li set.l trwt we h a d been l ookin p; all the tirH~ in 

the vn•onr: pJace. The,y weren ' t o n eithe r siue of the War Memor•iFJl Bt 

RlJ but o n either sid.e oC t h Et r·otunda which jp, a bit further to the 

t'i f~ ht Lhe i' c v. lli c h h nd lJecn llllilt of course in the 1090s nnrl W8G 

t h e 1 • e ' i. tl~ ~ t i me 11 nr 1 t ll e R u n s mu s t h D v c be c n p u t t. h e re , t lw t. w 8 s 

the I'n rl:.. lookout at the time, they were on ei th e r• :;lcle of the 

s c nic rnr•tur·e. So VJC r,ot up 11\!~ t o l c:letect.Ol' S Bgflln this tirne it 

wr. n t !:e Ol!ner'V!lt.or·s with me tal cletectL'rs, nnd sur'c e nou~;h of c0\Jt'Pe 

illlllied i nte l y loc~!ted both of these r,u n barrels so they were dur; up 

nn(l lt0is t eu out, tAken down to the ,yRrd, snncl bJasted t o p;et the 

ru:;t off nnd they Jl :1rln ' t r· e rdly deter-i o r r. t ed. a p;rc8 t cle8l in fort.y 

ycnr~; in llt r. p;romHl nnd t.h e n of courGe they hod t o be rc-nJounte cL 

I r:o t th e f, rr liy ~.i r;jor' Dr,ai n nnt'l. he prodllcel1 a little model of n r,un 

o n f'! r;: un cn r1•j nr;e with wheels , you kn L•w nnd we d e cided th nt ns 

conf't dcf'cncc rnount.i r 11~S it would h a v e h ad n sJ i rl e inste 8 n of wllr.e] 8 
s o v:e 8ctur.Jly rnncl e t.l1c cm 'l'iF1p;es up in O lll' works h o p in th e P8ek FJncl 

we ll :Hl the 1~u n bnrl'el~ r · c-~co nc'Utioned nncl puL o n top of t h e rHountjrwr; 



and then the British Aircraftcarrier "Hermes" came into Fremantle 

and we borrowed the Royal Marines' Band and they came up to the 

PRrk and the;y played in the Park on a Sunday afternoon and then 

they mc1rched down to the spot where the guns are with two thousand 

people looking on and we fired a blank charr,e. I had four Of ficers 

dressed in Naval uniform of the period that we hed borrowed from 

Gilbert and. Sullivan, from H. M. S. "Pinafore" and they did. a count-

down and fired a blank charge from this gun- it was marvelJ.ous, 

particularly as the first time it failed to go off. It turned out 

th8t kids had been ten~er1ng with it. It all. had to be re-fused and 

then went off the second time. We had a lot of fun with that. 

~hnt was the other ? The Floral Clock. This hnd been installed 

in the Pnrk just before my time on the iniathre of Sir Thomas 

Mengher• hin:self who hnd been to Edinburgh and seen the florPl clock 

15. 

the,y hsn and resolved th8t the Par}~ should have a similar one and so 

it was instalJ.ed there and has been an interesting feature ever since. 

My only part in the mRtter was to have the hands remade. They h8d 

originBlly, metal troughs as hands that were filled with flowers 

anr1 this did.n't work very well. They were too thick and the :flowers; 
interferP.d 

vilth thf' circulation of the hands. So 1 t was arranged th8t \VC would 

hnvc two wosdcn hHnds substituted and these were carved by a PoliAh 

woodcarver th8t I had discovered named Adam Szczepanski and he 

Jnr:Hle n lovely job of thone, I thinic they are still there :.tren't they, 

;{'?.G . Be:in L~ made of jarrnh they will last probnbly indef.lnl.tcly. 

The Dotnnleal services nf the Park were sornet.'-li ng thnt were a very 

bif': pt•oblcm ri e;ht. fr•orn the ntart. On Dr. stev1nrt 's report whir-:h 

Het'llfu•:lnrn wns t') l.>~ tro.nHferred to the Botnni<~al l}arden nt the Park. 

The Snvcenmcnt had ~:1r,r•ecc1 to this but by the time I arrived in 

'i.ent~=~l~n 1\.ust.rnlin, the De;xJ.rtment of Ar;rieulture hnd 8.ppni'entl;)' 

got ~1 new D'i J•ector and. h v d decided that tht s Her bar i urn was r,oiYlg 

to 1enve their~ Department over thelr dend body n.nd. so we were left 

with hnving to go to the Deportment of Agriculture for identi:fieations. 

'Nell they were hopelesnly unc1erstnffed. I think they h8d nbout one 

nnd n half botanists ln those days and lt was quite imposnible, I 



sPid "Well, v;e n.ust h a v e our own taxonomist," and this vrns refuslbd 

but of courne there a re ways of getting round these things, we couldn't 

lP. vc r• stnf'f p ost for a full time taxonomist but we could em_ploy 

any nwnbcl' of pa r·t tin:e t Rxorwmists :Lf we liked because t:rwse would 

onl,.,.- h e 'i: n r:e ~~ Gtvf'f n nJ. not under the control of the Public Service 

3o thiG i.s the w:·.'l it h Pd to be done . Pauline Fair a ll ":,he 

wi. ec o f ' /.t·tllne the Supc r ·i nt e nclent ·,'lls .i.n f nct 8. tra.lned taxonomi s t 

1Nl1o hnd wr)rkecl ut the ~lat.iong, J. Botan:Lt! Gnrdens .in South A.fe'i.c~' :-;o 

f ~ 1 w \'/a :: :;L' 1 t o tnke on n part L.Lme job at the Perk and we f cnmJ n 

V'Jltmte(~I' , n r.;I'. Gror;veJW!' Sellc who , while ho tu-1d only an a.rnnteul' 

know l e·J··c o r th8 subject Iireviour:;ly, wns v el':J ! ·~e en and ve ry w:i.J.lin£; 

t·:J le or>n nn.l. l1eenrne tr•ninecl r:u> a taxoncrniat v1hich I bel i eve he still 

collU.Il ' Jes to this duy to give advice on the subject. Wi t hL)Ut the 

wor•:-;: of the:>e two it \'Joulr.1 lwve been impossible for the Bot. a nlcal 

G'J r ~1en t') fu nction because obvi ously a bot anic garde n for n8.tive 

p l nnt s •:~h ich i ::; br:ingin;; in material all the time must have accurate 

identifications on what it's dealing with. You s ee we were rnBI-::i:J.g 

major field trips collec ting a bi g range of material and not only 

the plants th a t were r~rown in the Park but of courne the re was the 

gc neeal knov1ledge of the Western Austt•alian flora And vegetation 

which we had to acquire and I think I mentioned enrlieP I used to 

mal-:c two major field. 1rips a ye a r :lf' posnible . Well one of my 

previous int e Pests had been mapping vegetation; I had done this in 

the West In:ii.en and as there was practically no information of any 

sort in Westm·n Austr·alia :ln the botanical f:l.eld in those dnys , no 

vege t a tion maps, I meAn, how could there be, there weren't even any 

accurate topoeraphic mn.p s or• road maps at the time I f'irRt came to 

Vi .A. in tl1e enrly 1960s . I set to work on a project to map the 

Stnte' s vegetation with which I fo . . und some assistance at the 

Departtr.ent of Geog raphy at the Universl ty where ProfeBsor 'Nebb was 

lwe n and we eventually had the eartography done there under the 

supel"vHlion of his department and it was a project which took me 

seventeen ye:~rs event1.1ally and I mapped the plant cover of the whole 

of Western Australia and in fact I think I can definitely say that 

thiR han resulted in mapping a far larger slice of the Earth's 
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nur·f'~ ~ cc th: :t 11 hnr; c:vcr l.l!~cn l!1fll' J.l <:: C1 b ~/ ::• n,y o ne JJer·scn ::t i,lJ f: t sc nlc . 

Two ''n~1 n llnli' n:illion ncp.u:r•e kilomctPcs. It took quite a lonG 

tiv~' IJf' ccm· sc , I finished J.t well nf t e r I left th e Pa.Pk. I vtcnt 

y,rw1 ·· i ·1.:; <I ll U1· t fu1l t.L11c~ tmti.l HO compJet-:;d it . 

G•~rJt- i:1 ·::lLH'l o·.·H~I'G roe disp1PJ ft•cHn eountry ulsteict.s o.n.l it ·:u: s 

held i.rdl ) < ) l':~ .i.n t he town h~1.l1 , the olcl t o'lv n hall , and c:orwisted 

.1.' :;r1 J l jr ju:~t ry!', y uu cnn ' t eve n ca ll i.t n n nrranGernent, 8 wllo le lot 

f lo·:; crl; in j am j'H' S and '!IC J . .Lc'l.n't really thlnk v ery high1;)' of th.L s 

Dnd c ~ o rl;J in 1964 Arthul' ~·' ::-Jif':J ll md<l to me 11 Look , I think we l'Crtll;>r 

our;l tt t.o b'3 shmving pcoJ>le here what a renl wilrlflower s how is lik'3." 

You s~ u there is a trad i tion of this at the Cnpe in South Afri ca. 

A lot <>r' to'I'Jn:::; s t age , en· u s ed t o , nn a nnuDl wildrlower Hhow whir~h 

vn1. s n bi r, t o ur>i :3 t a tLI' a etion. The most famous was at a little plnce 

called Ca ledon which had. its own wildflower reserve nnd s pecia l trains 

would rtm out to thin place in the Spring for the occHs:i.on you sec . 

An•.'i so Arthur set to work, he <li.d all this, it was planned that we 

would put up u tnnrq uee espe c ially, made of scaffolding p o les cov<; red 

with hes nian ond the w:ildf'lower mat e rial thnt came in would be 

arranged i.n a nntm•al looking manner wl th blackboys and some small 

treer, an:l. th:ls, that 8nd tr1e other; and thnt yer1r at the time I 

went away to at tend the International Botanieal Congt'e ss :in 

Edinbm~gh cm-1 ArthuJ' put the whole thing on, I just returned to sec 

the last of the fun at the end, it was marvellous, he mnde a 

t erriric job of it and of cow'se it was so popular that it wns put 

on ~·enl' after ye n l' after tlwt an•l gradually the nmount of cul tlvated 

mater inl i nc.r·e~J sed and special fen t ure s like n wa terfnll were i:1tro-

duecd D.nd so on and the sore point was th ~1t we were not allowed to 

ch a rge for admission because of this curious tradition that every-

th l n ~; i :1 leings Park Rho u ld be free . There had ber.~ n some kind 
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of public protest action about this in past yeHrs and there was 

one gentleman who claimed that he was entitled to set foot in every 

hole s nrl corner of .Kings Park Lf he so chose, you know and I saicl 

"Well, he'd better not let me catch him insicle the ladies toilets." 

Al thour.;h of course 1'he Parks and Re serves Act gave the Board speci f ic 

power s to exclude people from parts of the Park if they wanted to, 

as a re3ult of the Pool in the Park controversy, Parliament had 

passed a spec.i.al Act to forbid the Pool and also forbad an 

orche s tral shell or any kind of setupft·an which, I think the expression 

was 'The public nre excl'J.ded upon payment of a fee', you sec the Board 

felt th a t we were not allowed to charge for admission and I thought 

it was absurd because people would very gladly have and this would 

have paid the cost of the Rhow, an:f\"'ay there it is, one has these 

problems . 

The Karri Log was placed in the Park in 1958 which is before rny 

time and I'm not really familiar now with the exact details as to 

how it got there, who ne idea it was, of course it would have had the 

coo1Jera tion of Bunning Bros. , to bring it up. In my time we merely 

lookeJ after it, we had to spray it with preservative at one stage 

because it Wf:lS felt to be rotting a bit. I was able to t~et the 

Californian Redwood log opposite after we had created the Californian 

section of the Botanical Garden because one yenr I was reading the 

annual report of the Santn Ana Botanical Garden in the Los 

Angeles area 

End Side 2, tape l - continued tape 2. 

Spe aktng .further about the Californian Redwood log, when I read 

in their annual report thut a lumber company had .donated a log 

to a botanic garden in California, I wrote to the lumber company 

and told them all about our botanic garden here and our Californian 

section and as Iced if they wouldn 1 t give us a section of log to put 

in it and they very ldndly responded to this and did and shipped the 

thinr; over to us entirely at their expense and we received that log 

section shipped to Fremantle and brought it up to the Park and the 

annual rings were counted. I was quite surprised that our Chairman, 

Sir •rr10mas ·· •her had never heard of trees havins;>: ann1u,, 
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rings but then of course eucalyptus doesn't hBve distinct annual rings 

and people here are not used to it in the s ame way thBt they are in 

the Northern hemisphere where it's taken for granted. We actually 

counted the rings I think, back to the year 1167 which was gratifying 

bec a u se we could put Magna Carta on the record and the little tabs 

with the dates were marked on the thing. The Karri Log by the way 

hetd orl g inal ly had a pla~tion of kar[•l tre e s established next to it 

and they grow quite well in Perth, surpr isingly enough if they're 

planted a ltho ugh they wouldn't reach the size th8t they do down 

South but these had obvi o usly been too root bound in tins before they 

were planted out and they didn't develop proper root systems and they 

kept falling over and Rt one stage they were supported by a whole . 

sys tem of g uy wires and looked rather peculiar. I 'm not sm'e whether 

we removed them all in the end or whether there are still some left. 

Both the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh planted each a commemorative 

tree in the Park in 1964 on the occasion of the, no sorry ' 54 , on 

the occ a sion of the Royal visit to Australia after the Coronation 

and the Queen's tree, original one, is still there to the right of 

the War Memorial behind the Jewish .War Memorial but the Duke's tree 

blew down l n 1962 just before we were having Commonwealth Games in 

Perth that year when the Duke was coming to preside over the Games. 

It turned out that his tree again had been planted out in a root 

bound concli tion and had an unsatisfactory root system so it was 

arranged that we would invite him to the Park and that he would 

plant another tr e e and so on, to replace the other one , so he 

kindly obliged and we had this little ceremony with the members of the 

Board and the Duke and so on and he planted his tree. The following day 

I arrived at the office and there was a reception corruni.ttee to greet 

me of members of the staff' all looking pale as dea.th and they said 

"the Duke's tree has disappeared." I said "Well for Christ's sake 

f!,O and pl2nt another one before anylJody notices." Cl' course they did 

the t but do y·ou know, we h a d to replant it four times. Somebody or 

some people or something were trying to wreck that and they came and 

pulled it up every night and threw it away. Anyway of course we got 



[l tre e, it's not the one the Duke pl8nted but who csres, ,y ou know . 

In the ssme wa,y the centenary avenue of the lemon scented gums along 

.F'ra:>er Avenue, every tree is marked by a commemorative tablet saying 

20. 

it W 8.s planted by Mr. So-and-so in 1929 but that is a lie, they were 

no t, you s e c . They had had an avenue of red flowering gums there 

planted in the 1890s whi c h had got to suffer so badly from canker that 

the,y deci c1ed tlu:t it must be scrapped and replanted becauGe they were 

wide nin~ the road at the snme time but t hey replanted it aga in with 

the :::-. o.r!.e red flowerinG gums which were planted in 1929 by the people 

tlwt it s ay s did, you know and after a few yenr~ the se were also 

~'un·eri.ng from canker disease so in 1939 I think it was, or 1 00 or 

some th i.nr, like th8t, e :Lr::ht or nine years later, they were whipped 

out Gnd r ep lanted with tr:e ci triodorns that a re tJ1ere now anr:'\ have 

been s1.wh a great s ucces s - a most rr,:J.gnificcnt avenue but they' re 

not the trees th s t were p l a nted. 

'rh c Jk ) in Ho a ds observation pavilion, now calJ.ed I be Jj eve, tt.c 

Etluco. tion Dcp nrtmerre s p c.vilion, was built 8 8 a piece of pol:Lticnl 

Jnr ,nucuvr·inr; which I per ~:; o no. lly disap:,roved oC H G it is the lcind 

or· fc:4t.u.t•c th ~· t in my opinion ought ne ver to have been built tllere. 

it wa 3 at the time that the Nnrrows interchange was under construc-

tlon o.nrJ. there wns qu:Lte a lot of public criticism of' f'iJ.linr, in of 

t.li c river - were all tl tcr;e f1•ecwa:,•s and t\•:irliways nccensory - a !!.tl 

p s l'lw_p s th:] Main Hoad~~ Dep:J I'tme nt felt sensitiYe on t11C G<~orc nn.:l 

tlte;;' wr.> ntcd to have D d i.np lr1y _pavilion where they could pr•ominently 

dlD p lD.'/ o. model () .f the v:llolc interchnncc when completed so they 

D.J)IH'oacrled the BoaPcl o.nd wanted to be able to b8 nllowcc1 to build 

t1ti ~~ thine. I thought it wos a gross waste of Govel'nment money and 

uft c r a ll, vdwt nsc is it, it's only an eyesore but the Board thought 

it J'Oli Licnlly expedJ. c :1.t to agree, so ther·e we are, that' R fni r 

e n LHtt;lt, .YOU kmm, poli t ieo.J. expediency always has to be conslr'l.ered. 

There's ~ :. little stor•y I r•emember about the Soeiety ('or the Preservation 

of 1;-inr.;s rark 'ilhicll i.n 8lilUSing. One year teenagers took to U.t•ivi.ng 

1ii ldly round the Park at nie;.ht and wr•appi ng their ears round t rec~ s, 

a spntc of this you nee, a nd of course there was public concern 

wlwt dlOLll(l he r..1one nl>aut it and we got a n.lce little letter from 



1· r; tcc J ;J :' : n• r. ~ l.";' i·;ouJ. rJ b ~) th~tl, th<~ P8.rk ~ <:1t c s s hould 1"Je clo ~1cd o.t night 

' l !ll tl"d.G i.:-.. !:Ol't :i.c'llnrly .i nt c rcGt .i.n[~ lll thnt the Park rr, a tes hnd llc c n 

k :l :. c !l rJi", n.v in Flc\Z1~, fl Jlpr'o.x.imf:t tely thirty ye:-). r:> bcf'ot •e nnc1 they h. nd 

;v~ v :)r r111L iG ~(l vi lti. c.h I thouc;ht showed how of'tcn they a c tuall y went 

tn t!1 c P~1rL 

I t. tn c' j ' n1>t f}l.il1 be lmo'.·:n to -lny thut for· :3 very long tlme the r•c w:H> 

r~~ · c; :1l'. : t i . ".Ji.r~uJ.t.y :i.n ectt :i.ng any money for> the Park. I suppo f>C fr •orn 

~ • J • 

·~ e t llH .lll CY ('o ['. In the 198 0~; the Pr•e :>i.d. r:: nt o r the Boat• rl VH lS r.lr . Lovcl~in 

r: ll o '(J :)S , I unur•]'f3tnnrl, :1 "'Jenlth.v newspaper proprietor• nn.J llC <"1}lpe::!r'S 

t c 1J :~ -..r~ ber: n payi nr:; o •.1t of hi s Oi'Jn pocket c;1c h ye!Jr to k:cr; p the BorH'·J 

:; o lv ~ nt Tl1c BoarrJ. ·:1 01Jld end up cnch ye:-'r ·with a dcCici.t f.lnc1 then 

m,>r;;t.:~ d. r.> u r:;J.y they woul•J :"tart the !l.e;-:t ye Pl ' a ll squ8.re ~Jill1 i t j ~ GEJ. i <l. , 

thcr·r~ .h no ~tr.;tu':ll r ~ cortl I think., that Loveld n wns just rutLing in 8 

c. ll C '-F lC "or• the r'l.i.fC'e r e ncc whic h wos very u;ood o.f ll:Lm find it \'; [lS 

bccnu"r; oi thi:; c lu•on:i'~ Gllor• tf1gc of money t hnt whe n the Bot a ni e nl 

GDr·:1r~n \\ nr; rnooted, Sir Thonu.1.s ~;lenGhCl' g r· aspe cl the Ol)POI'tunity ·.vith 

b ot!\ 1l~1TH.ln ~1 ::> be i n r_j ~1ome \'Jorthvthil e clevelopme nt Gnd im!H'ovement nnd 

n n ~ <Hit io n to the Pnrk th n t he coul:l ac tunl ly get Government support 

C'or · :1rvl GO they we nt fo r• tha t whole-he nr tedly but unfo rtuna t e ly, I 'm 

~ r· r· ~.L ' l nob o dy r·enl ly quite k ne w vvll a t n boto.nienl r,arden wf.ls supposed 

to be .vo n sec , 8.s I say, it wa~1 renlly only a vehicle for getting 

~wnrc embellic1hln8nt to tlle Pork and what they really wnnte<1 wss n 

t o i.H'i.st o.ttroction aml of com•se I cc:une here on the undel'stan'.'!. .i.ng tll~J t 

thi c; 1·:~' ~' :.o l>e o. bot~mi<~ a l r;a rclen, which is an :Ln~t~tution- i s 

some thing wl1icll contributes to vesear·ch and education. It's 8 

scient11.ic i. nst.Ltuti,)n o.nu I rwd ne ver' succeeded :i.n sel.Ling thDt i dea 

[.H'Ol)e rly to the~ Bosrd at all an1.l the <li f'Ciculty we had in Getting 

t nxo nomi st s <..~ppo i nted you sec, :L s just a s ymptom of the whole d i r Cieul ty 

\'l e \'ter e opernting the whol e time with ,just a s}';:eleton hor•tieultur n l 

s t off 8 ml we were just not e q uipped to go out into anything further 

into t•cneorch or flnythine . Tow o Ptls the end though if I remenfuer 

I did rnnn~1r:e to make up n special case for the emplo,ymcnt of a 



Mir>n Brn· ~ ·mt DG a Botf.lnist whc~n she cume alonf~ ancl ssicl r>he wr1s 

luoldns for' a job nncl ror some re:::tson the Public Servlce Bo~n·d nr;1•ecd, 

r>o we cl i.ri llavr.; o. pont :1 rL er tlwt flllfl she was followed by Ler,J.ey 

•::c '1 i •1. h::~ve a re sc;1T'cll ·bo'l:.n ni f>t on the st8fC but it never en me to 

If it ltn (1 been bnilL up .i.n conjuncti o n 

\'. _i t lt t ll c: 3 t n t (~ :I c r b: 1!' i 1 u n : t :. ~J ll t I 1 c o t he 1' b o t n n i c n 1 r; n r rJ c n G .L n 

t.u:>t.t•:d i q :.\ r e , Lh c n v1 c co ulcl lw.vr~ h ~td. norncthin.~~ thnt could h:1v r. 

I thtnk 8 grent 

~UM}c A-,u .. A~·L -( G ttok,---J c>~_.r/ a."'""' tt\ ~Le-e__./ 

_ f ~o__r ·J v-~ Oc- {,'"'~_..e .-- ~e"'--c(eA.-~1 q
1

fV j A~ ... ..._~L~· ~<!_. e__.f 

1-< ~c.-k ·~~ )e (~~ '""A Yoe.ke-L:f a.;___ <L ~,_,__,_~~ 
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