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BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
( ESTABLISHED 1817 .) 

With which is Amalgamated 

THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BAN 
( ESTABLISHED 1841. ) 

PAID UP CAPITAL ...... .. .. .. 
RESERVE FU ND .. .. .. .. 
RESERVE LIABILITY OF PROPRIETORS 

TOTAL ASSETS. 30th SEPTEMBER , 1930 .. 

HEAD OFFICE : GEORGE STREET. SYDNEY. 

£ 7.500 .000 
6. 150.000 
7.50v.OOO 

£21.1 50,000 

£ 89,228.378 

LONDON OFFICE : 29 THREADN EEDLE STREET, LONDON , E. C. 2 . 

594 Branches and Ayenc ies in the Australi an States, Federal Territory. NewZea land. Fiji . Papua, Mandated Te1·r itory of New Guinea, and Lo ndon. 

Thio Bank has .~ g·en ls and Correspondon ts THH Ot:C: II OC T T il E \\'OHL D. Dr> fts iss ued , Letters of Credit, and Commerc ia l Cred it. 
es tablished, ~ t a il and Tele!Traphic n emi rt anC'('S rmHlc, Fore ign J3ill s ne6otia tcd a nd co ll ected. 

It also opens Current Accoun ts , accepts money on Fixed Depos it for three months up to t wo ycar!i , upon which in teres t is paid at 
tbe current rat es fr om t irne to tim e, g rants ad\'ances against appr oved securi ty, and accepts document s. pa ckets, etc. , from cua~ 

to rncrs for sa fe c usto ly . l~ very dcs;.:ri pt ion of Banking· Busiu ess t ran~ ('t- ed . 

GE NERAL MANAGE R: A. C. DAVIDSO N. 

Loca l Boa r d cl Advi ce . 
HON . SIR E. H. WITTENOOM , K.C.M . G . . Kt.O .N., M.L.C .. J.P ., Chairman . 

LAN GLOIS LEFRO Y, Esq., M.C. , J .P. WILLIAM BURGES, Esq. , J. P. 
JAMES MacCALLUM SMITH , Esq .. M.L.A 

T. B. HEFFER, Ins pector. B. R. FITZHARDI NGE. Ass istant Inspector. 
PERTH BRANCH : G. A. STR ANG. Mana ger; D. S. WALTON . AsSista nt Manager. 

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES IN WESTERN AUSTRAliA. 

PEI!'l'H OFFI CE .. 
S'l'. GEOR GE' TE RRA CE 8 1!.'. :\CH 

Corner St. Gcorge's 'l'en·uce and William Street. 
. . . . . . 65 St. George ' s Terrace, Perth. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 Barrack St reet , Perth. BARRACK S1'REET BllA:\Cil . . . . 
ILl Y STREE1' BRA1\CR .. 
~ I AR K ETS BHANCH . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 
\\' JLJ,JA) J STllEET BRA!\ CH . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 Har St reet, PerU1. 
. . . . . . Corner Wellington ~nd ~larqn is St reets, Perth. 

. . . . . . . . . . 1H William St reet , Perth. 
\\' lLLIAM STHEET NO J! 'I'H BllAi'iCH . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . Corner \Vill iam and .lames St reets, Perth. 

. . 1224 Hay Sh·eet, Perth. Wi<:S1' PERTH {Agency to Hay St reet Branch) . . . .. . . • 
HAY Sl'lll>E'J' EAS'L' (Agency to St. Geo1·ge's Terrace Bra nch ) . . . . C1·. Hay und Pier Streets, Perth. 

ALBAi'iY 
.l RDA'L'H 

{Agency to Bn1ee Rock ) 
AHMADALE 
BALING UP 

{AgenC:)' to Grcenbushes ) . 
BALLID U 
B I~NCUBB!S 
BEVEili.EY 
BOLGAH'J' 

{A gency to •r oodyay) 
BOULO im 
BOYANUP 
BOY UP BROOK 

{A gencr to Bunbury) 
BRIDGE'I'0\\'1\ 
llHOOK'l'O:-< 
BROmlE 
BRUC~; HOCK 
BHF:\S\\'I CK .l UNC'l'I0:-1 

{Agency to Bunburr) 
RU:-!B l'llY 
nu :-~ ·rrNE 

{Agency lo Dalwallinu 
BUHII ACOP PT.N 

{ A~enC)' t O )[CI'I'Orlin) 
BUSSEL'L'O:\ 
CA Ll i'IGIRI 

( A ~ency to Toodyay 
C.\H NA)! All 

CAR!\ARVO:-< GOO} IALI.HiG {Agency to )loom) 
CLA HE}IO:-IT GR!i:ENBUSHE:S ~ II NGEI\EI\' 
COLLI E C: REE:NHILLS ~ I OO ilA 
COODE ST .. SO UTH PER1'11 GUILDFORD ~ IORAWA 

{Agency to Perth) HA RVEY MO U:-1 '1' BA RKER 
COOHOW KA LGOOllLlE ~ 1 0 UN1' HAWTHORN 

(Agency lo n!·na mall) KATA.\1\11\G {Agency to ll' ill iam t .. 
COillllG11\ KELLEHBEilRI X Nortll ) 
CO'J"l'ESLOE: KOJO!\U P MO UNT LA\\'LEY 
CO,\'AI!A}It; l' KONDl.\1:-i ~ I O U :-1'1' ~I AG:'< ET 

{Agency to Bussellon) KOO il DA ~ 1 0 1J N1' MORGANS 
CHANBROOK KGNUiiOPPI:\ {Agency to Leonorn) 

{Agency to Tmnbelhlll) LAKE BROWN }l t; KI .\BUDI.\ 
Ct; E {Agency to Bencubbin) {Agency lo Bencubb in) 

{Agency to Mt. ) Jagnet) LA KE GllA CE MT;LLEII'A 
CUN DEHDI!\ LAVE:RT0 :-1 NAB AWA 
DALWALLINU {Agency to Leonora) {Agency to Geraldton) 
0.1:-iGIN LEONOlL\ NANNUP 
DONG ARA ~ 1.\.'I D IGA (Agency to GreeniJuslles) 

{Agency to Gerald ton) {Agency to Bencubbin) NANSO N 
0 0\.\YBilOOK MA .\.JDIUP (Agency lo Geraldlon ) 
DDIB LE YC:\G ~1.\ R G Ail E'l' RIVER NA RE~1BEE :'i 
ESPERA1\C8 {Agency to Bu selton) • 'AilRO GI!'i 
FHE}IANTLE MECI< F. I! INU NIW LA:-IDS 
FR8}1A:\T LE W::f.:KA1'HAR1lA (Agency lo ubiaco) 

{'l'own IJall .\ gene)') ~1 1'::\DS ST .. SO U'l'H PERTH \EIVDEGATE 
GABBI:-1 {.\~eney to P erth) {Agency to Lake Gr~ce ) 

{Agency to RencuhiJin ) ) IEHHEIH:\' :-!OH1'HA~f 
GE:RALDTO.\ MTDLAl\'D JU!\CTI0:-1 i\OR'l'HAMP1'0 :\ 

' (;:\0 \VA!\GERUP )!TLINC :\!l RTH PF. R'I'H 

1\U..\G AillN 
PEHENJOHI 
P l:\GEI.LY 
1'1.\Gll UP 

rl~;~f,~ ,1~cX to Kntanning> 

QU.\IIlADii'iG 
HAVENSTHORPE 

{ . \ ~encr to L1ke G1·ace ) 
AU!Or; GUMS 
(Agency to Esper~nce ) 

~ H ACKLE'l'ON 
(Agency to Bruce Hock) 

SO ' 'l'HE!l.\ CROSS 
SUBI ACO 
TA}IBELLUP 
TOODYAY 
'l'R .I Ylii..\G 
VI CTOIH A PAHK 
1\'A GI:-1 
II'AI.GOO LAN 

{ A~ency to ) lerredin ) 
\\'81.8 'NGIN 

{Agency to Bencubbm ) 
1\Tlll i\ 

Llgency to DalwaU inu ) 
1\' YA LKATCHE~l 
YORK 
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~DAY. by NIGHT 

BOANS 
VAST ORGANISATION 

is at 
YOUR 
Serv1ce 

NOT only during the hurry and bustle of the clay does 
the vast Boan Emporium give sup reme service. 

While you sleep it s imm-e nse network of act ivi ties is 
ceaselessly a t work . 

F ROM all parts of th is huge Co ntinehl, from England , 
from the fou r corners of the glo be, t he me1·chandise 

which is speed ing by t rain a nd boat to Boans j ustifies the 
proud title : 

lBOAN§ 
JP>erth~s Ga·e~ut §it Erull:po :r Ji iLHll] 
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The Ocean Steamship Co. Ltd. 
AND 

West Australian Steam Navigation Co. Ltd. 
UNITED SERVICE 

S.S. '' GASCOYNE,'' 3,850 Tons. S.S. '' MINDEROO,'' 2,720 Tons. 
M.V. '' CENTAUR," 3,066 Tons. 

'l'hc above S1'EAMER' maintain a REGULAR SERVICE between Fremantle and 
Singapore, via ports on the orth-West Coast of West Australia, carrying Cargo and Pa sen­
gers . . The ports called at on the VIe t Australian coast are:-Gemldton, 21 miles from Freman­
tle. Shark Bay, 446 mil e-; arnan-on, 4,94 mil s; Onslow, 771 miles; Cos a k Roals, 94,0 
miles; Por t Hedlanc1, 1,034 miles; Broome, 1,299 mile ; and Derby, 1,526 miles. 

From Derby the vessel proceed to Sourabaya and Batavia, thence to Singapore. 

Wool , kius, Hide , hell, Ore, Flour, General Cargo, etc., etc., is t ranshipped at Singa­
pore for London, Liverpool, Continental, American and Eastern Ports. 

SALOON PASSENGER FARES: 

Geraldton £2 5 0 B roome £12 
C'arnarvon .- & 10 0 Derby 13-
Onslow 8 5 0 Sourabaya . 26 
Cossack Rds. 9 15 0 Batavia 26 
Pt. Hedland 11 0 0 Sijngapore . . - 30 

Return Tickets Issued at a. Liberal Reduction. 

2 6 
IS 0. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

THE STEAMERS OF THE 
COMPA Y ARE SPECIALLY 
CONSTRUCTED FOR THE 
TROI res. 

A calm trip all the way to 
ingapore, with the increased 

advantage of a call at sevon 
Ports en route, including Java 
one of the most interesting 
and beautiful tourists' trips 
in the world. 

The Rolll;cl Voyage occupie about six weeks, a nd special attention is drawn to the TRIP 
TO JAVA, which i becoming more popular dvery clay, and is a splendid opportunity of eeing 
this wonderful and entrancing I land. Passengers land at Sourabaya and Batavia and have a 
fortnight in Java before rejoining the teamer t o t.hat por t, or with longer time can visit both 
Java and Singapore. 

SPECIAL RETURN SALOON TICKETS ARE ISSUED FOR JAVA AND SINGAPORE 
AT SINGLE FARE AND A HALF AVAILABLE FOR RETURN WITHIN FOUR MONTHS. 

Passenger are booked from Fremantle, via North-West Ports and ingapore to I onclon Jn 

conjunction with the Blue Funnel Line of teamers. 

The SALOON, SMOKING and MUSIC ROOMS, tc., are paciou and ta tefully decor­
ated. There i perfect Ventilation and E lectric Lighting throughout. A Piano and Library arc 
provided. Each teamer carries a European Chief teward, Stewarde s with Ch inese waiters and 
Cooks. The be t attendance and cuisine is thus ensu red. Ice i carri ed throughout t he voyage. 

Pa sengers and argo a re booked throug h to and f rom t he Eastern Au tralian tate in 
counect·ion with the Inter tate teamsh ip Corn panics. 

He en·ation may be made by pa engcr on the Trnns-Au tr:llinn Railway on Application to 
the aptain. 

Fo r further particular , Ra te of Freight, I a sage Mon ey, etc., etc., apply to:­

DALGETY & CO., LTD, Agents: Perth, Fremantle, Albany and K algoorlie. 
And a t Geraldton, Carnarvon, Roebourne (Cossack Rd .) , and Port Hedland. 

Onslow (Beadon Point), Agents: J as CLARK & CO. Broome Agents: STREETER & MALE 

LTD. Derby Agents : MONGER FAR RINGTON & CO. 

Singapore Agents: MANSFIELD & CO., LTD., BOUSTEAD & CO., LTD. 

J ava Agents : FRASER, EATON & CO., Souraba.ya, and MACLAINE, WATSON & CO., Batavia. 
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/11 th e M argaret River District 
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THE GOLDEN WEST 
l!lllrntrrn i\ustralta'.s ]llustratrb Annual 

TYPICAL OF ALL PARTS OF 
THE STATE 

Bound Volumes of "The Golden West" are 
permanently in the Lounge Cars of the Trans­
Austra lian Trains, the Libraries of the 
Principal teamship Lines and Clubs, and 

the Perth-Adelaide Aeria l Service. 

ON SALE BY ALL NEWSAGENTS 
P RICE : 

ON E •SHI LLI NG 

Busi ness Offices 81 St. Geo rge's Terr' 
Pe rth, WA 'Phone B 5758. 

/( you would know Western Australia read THE GOL DEN WEST 
CONDUCTED BY R . CLARKE SPEAR 

Western Australia's Wealth • Gold Ill 
Great Revival of the Gold Mining Industry 

A New Chapter of a Golden Chronicle 

r---------. ·.STERN AUSTRALIA has 
much g-olden wool, a g-reat 
g-olden Aeece, it has g-olden 
butter a id g-o lden fl-uit, but 
it is t o apt to be overlooked 
that it has g-olden meta l­
real g-o ld wanted the world 
over. 

To date Vlestern Aus­
tral ia ha received over 
one hundred and ixty-five 
mi ll ion sterl ing for the 

gold won f rom its au ri fe rous dcpo its. 

For the last six yea rs there has been a steady in­
come of about a mi lli on and three-q uarters each year. 

This income of a million and three-q uarte r s ha s 
been obta ined a lmost wholly fr e of any Stale as­
sistance or of any li ability to the tax pa yer. 

T he g reate t liability incurred for th e goldfi elds, 
the Coolga rdie \V ater Scheme. is the ne great public 
works which was paid for on clue elate. and to-clay 
tancl s as a servi ce not only to the g·oldfielcls but a 

the stimulant and stanclby for the g-reat eastern 
agr icultural a rea . 

l n these times of general depression gold mining 
is the {)ne industry that yield s a regu lar monthly 
cash income. a mounti ng· to ove r a quarter of a 
million fot· 1\ovember, br inging in over two millions 
. te rling fo r the eJe,·en month of 1930 without 
coun ting any add itional stun s accruing through the 
exchange pos it ion. 

There a re no lll incrs' Disabilit ies r\cts. no ~ l iners' 
Morator ium s no Commissi ns t:o discover means of 
keeping the industry going and the on ly ca ll is for 
means to increa e the yield. 

Against the prevailing clepre sion there is the 
golden sheen of the Larkinville nugget. an increasing 
number of men employed, and an increa ing income 
whose currency ramificati ons and stimulation are 
State wide. 

In contrast with fa lling pr ices of a ll product is 
the inct·ea ing value of gold. until the standard price 
per ounce is lost sight of in a lmost a duplication of 
value earned by the eagernes for pos ession of the 
cherish ed golden metaL 

A short forty years ince the country two hundred 
mile from the coa t was an unknown land. Cool­
,!!'ardie was not and Kalgoorlie was yet to be born . 
To-day the Golden :'IIile shine out as the brightest 
r:em of the \i\T est in a trough of de pair as to the 
profitable working of other products. sheds rays of 
new hopes. new energies and prospects of brighter 
time . 

1Jew developments, new processes. closer applica­
tion of science and intellects. indicate astonishinz 
prospects of 1·enewecl life and nrofi table return~. 
givi ng a wonderful lead to ever~' other State ac­
t ivity. 

Gold and gold mining made the Cinderella Stat~ 
the envied Prince s of the Commonwealth. \Vhn 
can deny that it is again confirming its records an:! 
opening another chapter in Cinderella's life story. 

Tt i a tru i m o f our history that ha rd Limes have 
ever led human effort back to woo :'IJother Earth. 
to secure f rom i1er inexhaustible re ources fresh 
supplie fo r the general sustenance. In our own 
ea e th e h istory of the pa t two years or so. over­
hadowecl as they have been with clouds of world-

wide depression, how how the pioneering self­
reliant spirit that opened up the unknown wastes 
in the early ninetie once again turned to the golden 
secrets of the out ide areas and how nature is yield­
ing her rewards. 



6 [1931 -1932] THE GOLDE T \ >VEST. Specialuumbcr of the \V. A. " Pastoralist and Grazier" 

\V'ith the war year and the abnormal prices of 
other primary products offe ring- a lluring- enticemenl3 
gold mining went omew hat under a cloud of in­
difference. \Vith th e reas ert ion of the real 1·alue ot 
go ld there has been a revival of g-old mining- pro­
ceeding almost unobser ved. T o-day the unobtrusive 
e ffot·ts of those who would not be seduced from 
thei1 battle with :1ature in the delive ry of he r g-olden 
hoa rd s are coming more and more into prominence 
and the g Id mining in dustry is securing th e notice 
which is its clue. 

l~ rom 1927 to 1929 the gold yie ld showed an a veragc 
of unde r 400,000 ounces year ly. In 1927 the y ield 
wa s 408.353 ounces . In 1928 it was 393,408, and in 

The yield for November of th is year wa s no less 
th an 20,161 better than the yield fo r .i\ovember, 
1930, and was the highe t month ly yield since 1926. 

A view of the progressive conditions of the in­
dust ry is shown by the comparative yields for the 
past few years . 

1927, 408,353 ounces . 
1928, 393,408 ounces. 
1929, 377,176 ounces. 
1930, 416,359 ounces. 
1931, 461,356 ounces (1 1 months) . 

\\ ·hat this means to the genera l welfare of the 
comtnunity is proved by the extra employment regis­
tercel. The average number of men em ployed in 

-, 

Ilalllta/1 St ree t, Kal,qoorlic . 

1929 a decline to 377.176 oun ces was r ecorded. Fresh 
attention began to be directed to the possib ilities of 
winnino· wea lth through gold, and in 1930 the y ield 
ro e to 416,369 ounces. This year for eleven month s 
the y ield recorded is -+61.356 ounces- that is. \ 1Vestern 
Australia has produced -+5 ,000 ounces more in 11 
months than fo r the whole of 1930. and 84,180 ounces 
more than in 1929. 

This is not the on ly proo f of progress . The yield 
fo r this year only indicates a fract ion of the pro­
mi e of th e y ield f rom the vViluna mines, and does 
not in clude the extra yield ex pected ft-om the Lake 
View and Star. The in creased yield ha s come al­
most wh olly from increased returns f rom sources 
outside th e regul ar old-time prod ucers . 

And to come is the promi sed increase f rom new 
plants on th e Golden i\file, fro m reconstructed oper­
at ions on outs ide fie ld s. and f rom discoveries in 
olden fi elds run over in earliet· clays in the rush for 
the better prospects that ca.ll ed ft-om O\'er the horizon . 

mi ning fu r t lt e September quart er of thi s year was 
6623, an inc rease o f 690 on th e prev ious quarter. 
and no less than 2098 more than at th e opening of 
1931. T hi s means that over £10,000 per week ha s 
been added in wages distr ibution. 

The yield would have been much greater had 
there been crushing fac il ities . There is not a mining 
d istrict whi ch ha s :10t a la rge tonnage in prospectors' 
pa rce ls awa iting· t reatment. The G vernment natur­
a lly cannct rush into the nrovisi on of batterie and 
so forth in the face o f presen t fi nancial conditions, 
but the measures bein.e: considered for the subsicli ing· 
of pri va te ente r pr ise cr ushing fac il ities promi ses to 
re lieve the stra in and at the same time keep the 
indu stry more than ever on a foo ting· o f elf-re li ance 
~nd independence of Govern ment assistance. 

T he survey of the mining industry by the :.'\[inis­
le r for :VJ ines . the H on. J. Scaddan. dealing with the 
annual mining est imates, opens a new vista of con­
dit ions and possibi lit ies. 
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Re·;1ie·;c• of lh.e I11d11slry b,v i\1 inislcr for Mines, 
Il o11. 1. caddon. 

lt needs to be more ful ly emphasised. \\ 'estern 
r\ustra li a embraces almcst one-thit·d of th e Common­
wealth. Of th at huge ten ·it ry something like one­
half is decla red a minen1 l a rea. And f rom recent 
d iscoveries to the west of T oodyay, ·only some 24 
mil es in a direct line f rom Perth. it is now evident 
tint we h<~ ve gold spread over the whole of the terri­
to ry fro m within 30 miles of the west coast to the 

ou th Aust rali an border. and f rom near the south ertt 
coast line at l'\o rseman, to K imberley in the :\'orth­
a tremendous area th at has never been properly 
prospected. 

One of the most r ema rkabl e things is that even 

enterpri ses . Jn other words, they have paid more 
than 100 per cent. in dividend s. Dur ing recent year · 
there has not been a big returtt f rom the capital 
invested in the indu try. T he changed circumstances. 
however, should warra:1t more people in find ing 
capital to develop the indu try. The production f 
gold in thi s State is st ill more than 70 per cent. 
o f the tota l p roduct ion of Austra lia. includ ing th e 
:\ orthe rn T erritory, New Guinea. and :-Jew Zea .. 
land. Our populat ion, however, is only 61 per cent. 
of that of the wh ole of Aust ralia. lt is wonderful, 
when we take into account the smallness of our 
populati on, that we should be able to produce so 
large a percentage of the total gold yield of A us­
t ra lia . 'In 1926 we produced 437,3-13 Ottt tces of gold 

V iew of f{a/goo rlic jro111 Jlt. Charlotte . 

to-day, a flcr s many years of what used to be termed 
close prospect ing, we are d iscovet·ing gold in places 
where it shoul d not have been poss ible to miss 
!i ndi ng it. The Larkin ville nugget-the biggest 
piece of go ld eve r fo und in the State- wa s found 
within 18 in ches of the surface. T housand s of men 
had been prospecti ng in th at a rea. and ca rts had 
heett to and ft·o a ll over it in sea rch of firewood. 
Yet that ex tremely large pi ece of gold wa di s­
covered in th e tate as la te as 1931. At Southern 
Cross. t o. a lmost in th e main street a new dis­
co,·e t·y was made. That is what is happening all 
0\'e r the gold fie lds territory. lt is an evidence o f tlh~ 
fact that we have not any thing like prospected our 
minera l te rritory. T. doubt if we have appreciated 
the poss ib ili ties o f our gold pt·ocluction . Those com­
r.anies wh ich have been opera ting on publicly sub­
scribed cap ital have paid out in di,·idends £29,000,000. 
1 venture to ay with confidence that th is t·epre ent s 
a g t·eate r sum th an the actual capital put into those 

va lued at £1.857,714. ln 1929 we produced 377,176 
ounce of gold v:.tlued at £1,602.1-11. In 1930 there 
wa s an increa c,. the production being ~1 6,369 ounces 
valued at £1,768,623. This meant overtaking the de­
cline of th e prev ious three years and almost reach­
ing the produ ction of 1926. The gold production, up 
to the end o f cto!:>er las t. for the yea r 1931 was 
-107,486 fin e ounces. whi ch is only 8,883 ounces less 
than for the f ull yea t· of 1930. For the month of 
October the output was 52,742 ounces, being an in ­
crea e compared wit h the previou October of 
13.054 ounces. This was the h ighe t production fo r 
any month of October since 1921. For the first 
ten month s of the year the increased output for the 
same period of last yea r was 66.923 ounce . The 
va lue of the increased pl'Oduction for the ten months 
o f the year rep re ented £-IS 1.1 71. The average 
numbe r of men engaged in mining for gold during 
the last 2-! years was as fo llows :-In 1929, 4,108 men: 
in 1930 it was 4,452 men, and for the six months 
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The Grea t Boulder Co ld Jl!finc. 

Gene1·al View of Larkinville Field. 
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ended the 30th June last th e number was 5,899 men, 
showing an increase in th a t period of 1,791 men. 
T he ave rage number o f men emp loyed in gold mining 
on the East Coolga rclie a nd oolgarclie goldfields 
during the ·ame per iod was, in 1929, 2,072 for East 
Coo lga rdi e and 158 fo r oolgarclie; in 1930 there 
were 2,065 fo r East Coolgardie and 227 for ·ool­
ga rdi e, and for the six months ended the 30th Jun e, 
2.243 fv r East Coolga t·cl ie a nd 572 fo r Coolga rdic, 
which repre ents a substantia l increase. l look for 
a sti ll further increase in th e number of me n em­
ployed in the industry in Ka lgoorlie a nd to a le ser 
extent on some of the other goldfi elds, particul ar ly in 
th ose districts where the greater number of men 
are employ cl by such compan ies as the \•Vi lun a 

other models are available if re tuired. everal ap­
pli cations have been made for models of this nugget. 
ln order to take advantage of th e pre ent favo ur­
able market, we dispo ed of the Golden Eagle. \\' e 
purchased it fo r £5,438/ 4/2, including the bonus, 
a nd we sold it to make a profit of £1,245/ 3/. 

Referring to some recent develop ments on our 
cro ld fields. ln the North-East oo lgarclie go ldfield 
at the 32-i\lile Peg on the Trans-r\u tra li an line, 
there has been a n interesting cre \·elopment, and at 
one mine a quartz reef ha been di scove red whi ch 
is yielding 1oz. 14dwts. to the ton. -\t Larkinville, 
bes ides alluvia l gold there are prospects of reef g Id 
being fo und . For 100 tons of ore treated by J. Craw­
fo rd the yield ( rom a 2-feet wide reef ha a verage·l 

So 11ih Kalgurli Cold Mine. 

a nd ·wa lia and, to a lesser degree, at Meekatharra. 
Owing to the recent mining agreement made be­
tween the companies and the men. provi sion ha 
been made for a rotation o f holidays in stead of their 
being taken at one period of the yea r. Thi s should 
have the effect of continu ing the mining operations 
and thus lead to increased production. In teacl of 
the mine clos ing clow:1 and the plant remaining idle 
for a fortnight, operation will be ·ontinued through -
ut the yeaL l referred to th e ·oolga rclie goldfield. 

\•Vhat is the biggest one piece o f gold ever discovered 
in vV.A. wa s found at Larkinville in that gold fie ld. 
T he Gove rnment pmchase cl th e nugget for exh ibi­
tion purposes. \ Ve showed it in different places in 
this State and in the other S ta tes as well. lt was 
intended to send it to London. but for certain reasons 
advanced by the Agent-General it was decided that 
thi s wa. not desira ble. \Ve have had a cast made 
so th at at any time we can ha ve models made of th e 
nugget. Vve ha\·e a lready sent a way one model and 

3! ozs . to th e ton. The Son of Gwalia mine on th e 
i\lt. i\'largaret goldfi eld is now in a profitable posi­
tion. It ga ined a n w lease of li fe as a resu lt of <t 
loan made by the State. p to date it has paid ofT 
£15 ,891 of this loan . 

The effect of thi loan is the be t evidence of 
how the Government can assist the mining industry. 
Here was a company in which a large sum of monev 
had been in vested, a nd it had got into difficulties. 1 t 
had practica lly been decided to close clown the mine 
and scrap the plant, but not only did the loan from 
the GoYernment keep the mine going, but it enabled 
th e management to make a new mine o f the pro­
pos iti on, fo r at th e bottom level the prospects a r c 
now brighter than they have been for the past 15 
or 20 years . 

The management a re so sat i fied with the sym­
pathetic consideration they have received that they 
have now taken an inte rest in the Lancefield district, 
and hope to be able to t race gold chutes that were o 
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wonderful in that field many yea rs ago. This affords 
further evidence of the fa ith of the Sons of Gwalia 
company in the future of the industry. In the 
l'l'leekatha rra di t rict important deve lopment are 
taking place. The Ingliston onsols Extended con­
tinues the chi ef producer. On the Lady Central, in 
an old shaft the management a re now working on a 
three feet reef at 100 feet. This averages about 
three oun ces of gold to the ton. The E nterpr ise 
mine in Kalgoorlie has been taken over on an option 
by the 13roken H ill Proprietary Ltd. T he advent 
of the· Broken H ill P rop ri etary into the industry 
wa quite unexpected. The company goes in to things 
in a big way, and there is every reason to believe 
that they will deal with any operations they embark 

on the Kalgoorlie fie ld were the most up-to-date of 
any mining field in the world. nfortunately, in 
recent years we had to admit that they had not kept 
pace with the advance made in the t reatment of ore. 
They have arrived at the stage of believing tho e 
who urged that t he propet· thing to do was to im­
prove the method of treatment a well as the mining 
meth ods. The Lake View and tar have introduced 
a plant which has proved most successf ul in the treat­
ment of th e ore th at is being hand led , and wh·ich has 
materi ally reduced the cost of production. The 
new pl ant, one uni t of which is al ready in working 
ord et·, will ul timately treat 40,000 tons of ore per 
mon~h as aga inst the present I 5,000 tons. Completed. 
the plant will cost about £300,000, and the aving m 

T /11: Rouldcr Persc·ucrance Cold Mine. 

upon on a la rge ca le, just as they have dealt with 
their other undertakings. They have taken a work­
ing option over the E nterpri se. and I bel ieve pm­
pose to put in a d t·ive at the 1.600 feet level fro m the 
Great Boulder. They have also taken options oYer 
lea es in other places . I am atisficd from the effort~ 
they have made that the Broken H ill Proprietary 
a re in ea rnest. \ Ve have loaned them the Assistant 

tate l\rining Engineer (lllr. Wil son) for twelve 
month , with the right to hi s services fo r another 
twelve month s. I hope th e company wil l receive 
some benefit from his ervices. and that the State 
will also do so. l\Iany companies, parti cul arly on the 
Kalgoorli c fi eld, a t·e to-day endeavouring to improve 
the ir treatment methods. That in no small measure 
is due to th e persi stency o f m predecessor and the 
ex-Treasu rer in urg ing that th ere was only one way 
to mainta in the li fe of a mine. and that wa to enable 
it to treat lowet· g rade ores in a more economical 
manner. \Ve used to boast that om treatment plants 

power costs a lone wi ll be in th e \' tt:mtty of £23,000 
a yea r . The P et-seve rance mine has a lso in hantl 
the in ta llation of a bromo-cyanide treatment plant 
esti mated to cost £50,000 .. \ bout this there was some 
doubt a to its being as successful a the company 
anti cipated . but I believe I am r ight in saying that 
from the res ult of in ve tigat ions made by officer. of 
the department, the plant is likely to proyc success­
f ul in treat ing the cla s of ore at that mine. The 
great point i that we have to keep in mind that tit .: 
S tate is a definitciy intere ted party . T oo often it 
is imag ined that beca use a person has taken up a 
piece of land as a gold-mini ng lease. tho. e engage~ ! 
in working it a re the only in terested pc ro ple. The 
State leases the ground from which wealth i beitu?· 
produced, and the method of produc ing that wealth 
is our concern also. and if \\' e a llow men to do what 
was done at the Lake V iew orig in a lly- th ev fo ll owed 
a ri ch ch ute that prod uced a ton of gold a month 
and allowed the ore of lower values to remain be 
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hind to be recove red at some f utme time-the mining 
indu stry wi ll suffer. 

It is wise that the method of treatment shou ld 
be im proved so a to increa e the I if e o £ the mine 
and a lso in Tea e its rese r ves . 

T he reducti on in treatm ent o ts mu t prove a 
benefit to mining in the 'tate. and it will bring in to 
operat ion some of our dormant low-grade proposi­
t ions. Subject to cap ita l being ava ilable. it i re­
garded as worth wh il e to do the e things . From tlw 
poi nt of view of the Bri t ish investor in gold mining, 
there was never a m01·e favou rable opportunity than 
tha t for every £] ,000 th at is put into mining, it is 
credited in Aust ra li a with £1,300. Surely that is an 
opportun ity not to be mis sed. \.Yith rega rd to our 

Considerable improvements ha vc been made on the 
outh Kalgurli plant, and du t from cit-y-crushing 

mills has been reduced to a minimum. Good returns 
have been obta ined by tributers on the Great Boulder. 
The Yilgarn goldtield has had a mo t active year, 
and many good returns were reported. Prospector 
Pearce disclo ed good coar e gold a few chains from 
the old F ra ser' mine. T he most remarkable th ing 
about that is that it wa thouA-ht that the whole 
of that locality had been thcroughly prospected ami 
worked out. f\t the :.Jorth Coolgardie goldfield a 
fair number of pro pectors were busy during the 
year, and were uccessful in keeping _Sawyer Bros. ' 
mill cro incr almost continuously. -\ nch ptllar was 
taken"' out" of the old P rincess ~lay shaft. ,\t the 

Pn~tri11q .1/ ollnl R111lio11 i1110 I'd Olllds a/ th e Bo11/.drr Pcrsrvera11rl'. 

low-grade propos it ions. too of ten they have been 
un favou rably compa red with the ope•·a ti ons on other 
mining fields where the cos ts a re high, and it was 
believed that the values we re not uflic ient to justify 
the investment of capital. :.low we arc beginn ing 
to appreciate th e fact that in ves tm ent in gold minin ~· 
on pt·oper lines i Qui te as sa fe a an in vestment 
in any other d irection, and in man y cases . much more 
so. Let me illu strnte th at. i\ t vVilun a, as we know. 
the o res a re of low grade but o f g rea t magn itude 
and of pretty ev·en va lue. There at·c other pro­
nositions of a . imilar nature whi ch. subject to ob­
ta ining capi tal and nroducing en masse. will prove 
profitab le. On the Croesus P ropri eta ry SO men a re 
"•arking on tribute and they send betw een 1.1 no awl 
1.200 tons a month to the battery. .'\t the Brown 
1-lill fom men a re work in g- above th e 500ft. le1·el 
~ ncl have obta ined some hi ghly pa •a ble ret urns. 
Satisfactory develop ments have taken place at the 
:.J'or th Ka lg urli , expos ing good lengths of payable ore. 

Broad 1\rrow gold fie ld a new find at Fcnbark treated 
a tria l parcel that went 2ozs. 8dwts. per ton. and 
a shaft sunk to 30 feet di closed go cl values . On the 
ad joining lease a t rial parcel returned 2oz . per ton 
over the plate , and 17dwts. in the residues. I made 
some reference to the Broken l fill Proprietary in­
terests in thi s Stat·e. Mr. Darling, chairman of th e 
company, and 1\l'r . Es ington Lewis, managing direc­
tor. vi ' ited the tate recently, and went over a fair 
number of ou t· goldfield . The.1r called on me before 
they left the tate and told me they were enthu ia tic 
~bout ou r possibi li ties. and thev heliel'ed that. with 
the adopt ion of up-to-date mining methods and the 
in troduction of canital. it wa possible to produce gold 
in pay;;,hle nuanti tie. in areas that had bt'en looked 
upon a havin!!, been worked out. On the Ea . t -:'lfur­
chison goldfield . at T-llack Range. there has been a 
mining rev ival and abandoned centres like ::\l ontague 
and Birrigrin are again receiving: attention frolll 
pro pectors. At the Sandstone battery some rich 
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returns were obtained, one of 3.15 ozs . f rom 3.5 
tons, and another of 88ozs . from 12 tons . At the 
Pilbara gold field there has also been a revival. and 
promising returns have been obtained from Hall's 

reek and from Grant's Creek. \t Brockman fiv{! 
men are working al lu vial, whi le gold was reported 
in a bore hole at 200 feet on the Rubv Plains station . 
At Goongar rie, in May last, an assisted prospector­
and, by the way, he was a miner's phthisi case­
discovered a rich pocket, 18-i tons yielding 187ozs. 

f gold. Later 300 ozs . were dollied, and again 600 
ozs. This man and his partner have consistently 
discove red some rich patches on this field. Just a 
few figures now rega rding the \Viluna mine, to how 
the quant ity treated, the •·evenue and expenditure 
and the profit:-
1931 Tons ';J,_evenue Expen­

diture. 
:£ 

Profit 

April 
May 
June 
July 
Augu t 

'-' Tncluding 

:£ :£ 
18,025 24,663 
22,086 30,200 25.628 4.752 
24,5 10 38,500 28,018 10.482 
25,952 36,700 31,692 5,00R 
23,279 34,000 39.258 3.742 

exchange premium but not a ll ow ing 
fo r any gold bonus. 

:£184,000. It will thus be seen that the State batteries 
have been a pretty heavy d t·ain on the Treasury, 
but they have produced such a large quantity of 
wealth and may be rega rded as having hecn uf in­
direct value to the Trea ury. State bat ter ies <.:re a 
t •·ue re flex of the go ld mining industry in soia r as 
prospectors and small leaseholders are concerned. 
The records kept since 1899, in which yea r 18,806 
tons of ore were treated. show the tonnage increas­
ing rapidly until1906, when 95 .831 tons were crushe<! . 
T his was fo llowed by a decrease. when in 1928 th e 
lowest level was reached at 16,274 tons treated. The 
decreas·e was despite reductions in crushing charg·es. 
the introduction of low-gt·ade rebate . and cal'tage 
subsid ies. Since 1928 there has been a substantial 
increase, amplified last year. as the fo ll owing figures 
will show :-Tons crushed : 1928. 16,274 : 1929, 20,236; 
1930, 29,285. ; 1931 (nine months). 40,993. 

There is a g rat ifyi ng increase between 1928 and 
1929 of 3,961 tons treated. The increase is more 
pronounced in 1929 and 1930, the comparison showing 
an in crease of 9,049 tons. Ry June next we shall 
probably reach the 1926 record yea r if prospectors 
continue to take ore to the batteri es as they are 
doing to-clay. These figures are illuminating. No 
one could foresee the phenomenal increase in the 

Golden Eagle N1tgget fou.ud at Larkinville. Weiylli. l,1 35o.cs.; Value, £5,438 

The additional expenditure on construction and 
equipment was as follows :-In May :£2,424, June 
£2,960, July £4,979, and ugust :£2.027. The Som d 
Gwa lia, Ltd., obtained th e fo ll owing results htrm~ 
the eptembe r quarter :-31,276 tons of ore milled, 
8,350 ton of sands re-treated. cost of open: ions 
£42,480, va lue of gold recovered £45,520. The ex­
change pt·emium for June and Jul y amounted io 
:£9,079, making a gross profit of £12.119. And for 
the first ha If of this yea r a net profit of £23.604 was 
made by thi s company, whi ch a few years back wa,; 
on the point of clo ing- down and scraop ing its p!ant. 

Since the State batter ies have been in operation 
we have expended on them £414,899, and the working 
expen e have exceeded the revenue earned by 

production of ore. \ Ve tr ied to keep pace with it. 
V·le have erected a new battery at Yalgoo and we 
are renovating a number of other . \\ 'e have ar­
ranged with private battery owner to treat fo r the 
publi · and have ubsiclise 1 th ose batteries. Jn other 
directi ns also we have helped the prospector to get 
hi . ore treated withi n a reasonab le lime. Dur ing­
the first nine months of this year. there has been a 
further 111il rkcd increase 0 r 11.707 tons treated, as 
com1 arecl with the whole of 1930. The tonnage 
handl ed at present sugg-ests that fo r th e financi al 
year endi ng in June next, the maximum tonnage of 
1906 will be approached . Based on the value re­
ro,·erecl by amalgamation of :£3/12/ per ounce. all'l 
comparing the first nine months of this year with the 
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year 1928, we get the fo llow ing· encouraging r esults: 
1928, £54,011 ; 1931 (fi rst nine months), £8\1,443. In­
cluding til e esttmatecl extractab le value of ta iling; 
at ±~~,:i57, the total value of the output for the first 
nine month s of thi s year, wtth the premium of 
£2Y,490, app rox imate· £148,630. Although we are 
suffe t·ing from the depression, people on goldfields 
in the main a re hav ing as good a time as they have 
had fo r many years. Batteries have been erected 
mce the begmntng of 1930 at J tmb le Bar and '\'algoo. 

l lants clos·ecl clown and now revived and reconstruct­
eel include Yarri , Laverton and St. lves. At St. 
l ves we ha ve taken over the Victory water supply, 
thus ecunng a sufficiency of water. Assistance has 
been granted to erect a 10-head mill at Harrambte, 
and a sub idy has been offered to a five-head plant 
a t Hirngri n. A five-head plant a t Marda has been 
placed at the li sposa l of a work!llg syndicate, and 
an understanding has been reached w1th the Lalla 
l{ook h mine in the Pilbara district to crush for the 
publi c a t reasonable r ates . \Ve 11ave substdisecl 
l)atteries as fo llows :-Hunt Bros., kalgo011Je; Mac­
clonne ll ' , Bu llfi nch ; How lett's Donovan's Find; IJ.c­
Hugh's, Mt. Vernon; Hanis and party, Birrigrin. 
J• ree crushing and cartage subsidies have been made 
a va liable at Tuckanarra leased State battery; K mgs­
wood' s, 'v\lidgiemooltha; Hunt .Bros, Kalgoorlie; 1\lac­
donn ell 's , 13ul lfinch; Sawyer Bros., 1\Jenzies. It is 
es ttmated that the subsidtsed batteries a re t reat ing 
about 1,700 tons per month. Up to the end of July 
las t the State batteries have added to the gold. yielcl 
o f the State, since the elate of their inception, 
6,364,028: 

'vVho can discount the very great va lue of our 
mining industry and the infi ni te possibili t ies that it 
presents? • 

ROM r\ N E 01< THE 1\ULE. 

Though Hannans di scovered Kalgoorlie in June of 
1892 (his reward claim was at the north end of 
the fie ld ), further prospecting led to discoveries 
a lonO' the Golden .Mil e made by the representative 
of a71 Adela ide syndicate of small capitaL It com­
prised tw elve members. 1\lessrs. Pearce, Rose and 
.Brookman fo rmed the prospecting party. They 
pegged out some of the. best mines (Great Boulder, 
[vanhoe, Lake Y1ew Consols, etc.) of the Golden 
M il e th e market value of properties fo und by them 
totad ing five and a half mill ion pounds terli ng within 
three yea rs of their discovery. 

T he fi r st cru sh ing in 189-t of 30 tons from th e 
principal mine of the group, namely, th~ _Great 
Bou lder, returned 156 ozs. Between Apnl, 9;,, and 
June, '96, ten thousand tons had been treated for a 
return of near ly ftfty thousand ounces of gold. 

The I vanh oe, in th irty thousand shares of ten 
shillino·s each, was the fi rst float of the finds made 
by the prospector s of the syndicate mentioned._ Then 
the Lake View Consols was put off, £2,600, wtth two 
thousand contr ibuting and six hundred fully paid­
up sha res, being the consideration. \Vith the pro­
ceeds of these fl otations, a ten-head battet·y and 
other mach inery was erected on the Boulder. 

The Great Boulder estab li shed the permanency 
of th e Kalgoor li e belt and with the other great 
produ cers of "The M i_J e" has maintained it ever 
ince the gold productiOn of tht s one mme to the 

end ~f Octobet· la t being 4,330,210 ounces, whilst 
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the total production fo r the entire fie ld constituting 
the Kalgoorlie area ending November 30th, totals 
22,699,804 ozs. . 

Between the time of the disco,·ery of Coolgard ie 
and Kalgoor li e and subsequent to their e tablish­
ment, many other finds of prominence were made. 

uch centres constitute the town passed through 
or served by the north country rai lway, the terminus 
of which is Leonora on the one hand and Laverton 
on the other . Each and every one of these centre~ 
has in its time cont ri buted in no .sma ll measure to 
th e pioneering romance and golden wea lth of a 
State whose total productiOJl to date amounts to 
38,765,172 ozs. 

Mr. Claude de Bernal·es was bc,rn in London and 
received his education at ppingham, wh ich was 
supplemented by a course at He idelberg University, 
Gern1anv. Coming to \1Vestern Austra lia 34 years 
ago he entered upon an intensive study of mining 
and after absorbing· all the knowledge avai lable at 
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Mr. Claude de Bernales. 
Leadrr of the Gold Bonus lllfovemellt 

that t ime he as ociated him self with a succession of 
companies. He possesses an amazing capacity for 
intere ·t ing capitalists in the gold mining industry 
and pos esses a keen knowledge of the technical 
side of mining. Interesting him se! f particularly in 
the manufacture of machinery, he is now the con­
tt·o ller of the leading private engineering works in 
Vve tern Australia. He succe sfully led the cam­
pa ign which secured the passing of the Gold Bounty 
Act by the Federal Government, which i cons1d-
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ered one of the most wonderful achievements in the 
history of legislation in Australia. He occupies a 
number of responsible positions, including that of 
Govern ing Director of the Austra lian Machi nery and 
lnve tment Company Limited, which is a mining and 
financial company; rlirector· of the \•Viluna Gold 
Corporation Limited of London: director of Sand 
Queen Gladsome ~I ine N .L.; managing director of 
Hoskins and o., Ltd ., Ka lgoor lie Foundry Limited, 
and \V estern i\lach inery ompany L imited. He is 
a lso chairman of directors of the Wilga Coal Min ing 
and Ca rbonizati on Co. (\V.A.) Ltd., Fitzgerald 
Brown oa l and Lionel Chrysotile As! estos Limited, 
the \iVestralian i\Iining and Industria l Development 
Co.. Ltd., and is a lso interested in various other 
industrial enterprises in \ Vestern Australia. In 
1926 while in London he was largely responsible 
for the flotat ion of the \V iluna Go ld Cor poratior; 
Ltd. 
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were destroyed by fire. The replacement consisted 
of a 30-head mill with modern ga enrrine totalling 
over 2,000 h.p. These engines are operated by pro­
duce r gas f rom mulga firewood. Except for mine 
hoisting a ll power· and compressed air a re supplied 
f rom gas engine dri ven generators and compre sors. 
the cost per unit of power being the lowest recorded 
in the State. 

T he total production of the Sons of Gwal ia to 
October 31st, 193 1, was 3,748,441 tons for 1,513,243 
ozs. of a value of £6,427.842, the dividends paid 
amounting to £1,087,862/ 10/. 

THE GOLDE:\ \VEST. 
193 1-1932 JSSUE. 

This year's issue of '"The Golden \ \"est" i devoted 
primari ly to the gold industry, on which, as a matte;· 
of actua l fact, the publ ication was founded, as the 
title "The Golden West" implies . Though t1e 

Crucrol T"irn• Sous of G·H•o/io Gold Mine . G7c•alia. 

SOK OF GWALT ' . 
Outside the Golden M ile the most consistent pro­

ducer of the State i the Sons of Gwali a at Gwalia, 
near Mt. Leonora, in the i\ft. :\Iargaret di trict, 
some 53-1- miles from Per·th. 

The ·ompany was formed in 1897 and is cap ita l­
i eel at £325,000 with Bewick 11loreing and ompany, 
of London, Melbourne and Perth, as general man­
ager . Th is firm acquired the property from the 
proprietors on the advice of their then field engineer, 
Mr. H. . Hoover, strangely enough to-clay's Pres i­
dent of the United States of Amer ica. P roduction 
began in 1898, plant cons isting of a 50-head stamp 
mill, steam power and cyanide plant and regular 
dividends were paid to sha reholders un til 1919. In 
January, 1921, the power hou e and crushing plant 

industry has ex per ienced considerable vicissitudes 
since the days when gold was being produced in 
the VVest by the ton, th is publication has ever had 
its interests at heart as wel l as those of the people 
who were associated with it. otherw:se the men 
who made this country long before the poon-fed 
mig rant was ever contemplated as an asset. The 
rro lcl hunter had to get out on hi own resources 
and also get back aga in, and seemingly hi tory is 
repeating itself to-day judging from what we hear 
of their effor ts in the remote parts of the Stak. 
The Government is also becom ing· more mindful of 
the fact that the gold industry i just as much 
entitled to encouragement a any other that con­
duces to the S tate's prosperity, and we are hopef ul 
of seeing, dur ing the ensuing year, considerab le 
evidence of its fa ith not being misplaced. 
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Wiluna Gold Mines Ltd. 
The outstand ing feature in vVestralian mmmg i 

the g reat depos its at \•Vi luna, where the vV.i luna Gold 
.\ I ines Ltd. is e tablishing a new outpost in Au tralian 
min ing, and prov iding a centre of attenti on fo r the 
whole meta ll urg ical mini ng world. The interest in 
the prog ress and succe s of the \ i\filuna Gold Mines 
is :;hown by the const ruction by the \ i\f.A. Government 
of a ra ilway to the mine from Meekatha rra, a dis­
ta nce o f I 09 mil es, and by the g rantino· by the 

ommomvea lth Government of £350,000 towards the 
consummation of a development policy. 

T he \Viluna Gold Mines comprise 36 mining leases, 
with a total area of 793 acres, situate at \ i\fil'Llna, east 
o [ M cekatharra. 

T he Company was registered at Perth, in May, 
1930, with a capital of £800,000. in 800,000 shares a t 
.£1 each. 

The •unforeseen outherly pitch of the ore shoots 
has postponed the fu ll production period, a the 
dr ives f rom the main haft need to be extended south 
to pick up the southerly pitch of the ore; this is now 
being carried out with satisfactory results. Some 
difficultic need to be overcome with regard to power 
and the plant generally, but the e a rc well forward. 

The report of the Company fo r October tated 
that during that month 26,564 ton were treated for 
a yield of b'Ll llion valued at £3 1,2-+6, which, with 
exchange premium, was worth £40,385. \Vorking costs 
in Australian cu rrency were .£25,882, or 19/6 per 
ton mill ed, and development costs were £6,846, or 
5/2 per ton milled. 

September gold was sold for .£51,308 in Aus­
tralian currency. Thi s increases the working surplus 
for September f rom .£10,454 to .£19,774 in u tralian 

Pln11t nt T,Vil11m1 Cnld Jlfinc 1111der Consfr11ctiou 

The Genera l Manager a t v\Tiluna is Mr. C. E. 
Prior, Mr. H. E. Vai ll, of P erth, beino· onsulting 
E ngineer to the Company, al o acting in a similar 
capacity to the Lake View and ta r Company at Kal­
o·oorli . U nder the direction of the loca l management. 
~ne of the most modern equipments in vV.A. has been 
in stalled, thu making possible t he succe sful handling 
o[ low g rade ore, increas ing the output and the num­
ber o[ men emp loyed, and making for the tate' 
increa eel mining prosperity. 

Development in the first place was concentrated 
upon the Company's east lode, not only because of 
its g reater width and because it was believed the 
we t lode was less amenable to t reatment, but also 
because a t the commencem nt of: plant erection this 
section was further advanced in development. 

Development is now proceedi no· apace on the west 
lode, which, for the reasons above sta ted, was com­
paratively neglected. 

At the outset it was anticipated the monthly o'Lltput 
would be 40.000 tons, but thi est imate has been 
revi eel to 25,000 to 30,000 tons, until development 
work has been further advanced. 

currency. October O'Olcl reali eel £55,904, and gave 
a profit of over £22,000. 

Mr. Ca r! Lindberg, who recently in pectcd the 
property, has not yet presented hi report, but in 
umming up hi s views, said: 

" Geological inve tigation indicate the east lode 
at the northern end is close to contact between Kal­
goorlie dolerite, and ca lc schist, while the we t lode is 
wholly within the calc schist. The position of the 
contact suggests that one or both lode wi ll eventually 
become either contact lodes or pa wholly into 
dolerite with depth. By analogy with Kalo·oorlie, 
therefore, the chances a re that improvement hould 
incrca c with depth. l< urther, that whi le operation 
have been retarded by the variable character of the 
ore in the east lode, disappointment experienced in 
cer ta in sections in deep level devel pments, and the 
unatta inment of best metallurgical results, there 
is nothing in the situation now clisclo eel by detailed 
tudy to cause apprehension as to the ultimate out­

come. Recent favourable results for development at 
the 625ft. and the 800ft. level confirm this view." 
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r\ORTH WEST 1lll\Ii\G. 
THE PlLB RRA F IELD. 

The 1\orth- \.Vest or Pilbarra a uriferous and 
metalli fe rous areas claim a modest a rea of 34,000 
square miles. Some years back portions of this 
a rea we re worked by an Engli sh company (the 
Brit ish Explorat ion C..Q.), which subseq uently aban­
doned its holdings after spending £150,000 in addi­
tion to the gold won. Gold was rep resented by the 
Lalla H.ookh belt 40 miles in extent; .2\Torth Pole, 
Talga, Talga, Bamboo Creek, SO miles in extent; 
Marble Bar, \Varrawoona, Yandicoogina, Mt. E lste 
and Boodalyerrie belt, 80 miles in extent, and the 
.\ ulla rrine, Middle Creek and Sanely Creek areas, 
40 miles i11 extent. Beyond that gold bearing country 
extended to the upper reaches of the Oakover 
River, whil st the Tambourah and \V estern Shaw belts 
also gave much promise. A good deal of Enghsh 
money was spent, but the mining was only conducted 
on haphazard lines, many of the mines being on ly 
worked to water level. Some of the districts had 
record of upwa rds of two ounces per ton, the average 
production from 70 leases at Ma rbl e Bar district to 
the end of 1904 being 2.26 ozs . per ton, but transport 
charo-es by tea m were a heavy handicap. The advent 
of th e Port Hedland-J\Iarble Bar rat!way was ex­
pected to make fo r the practical development of 
the fields, but by the time of its com pletion interest 
in gold mining in many parts of V/ estern Austra lia 
had ceased with the withdrawal of English capital, 
and the mines that were opened up to any extent 
were allowed to lapse and the region deserted. The 
labour problem was ever a big one and when con­
ditions of living, climate and cost of living are con­
sidered it can well be under toad why it i a problem. 

KALGOORLIE 

The Pi lbarra fi eld is to-day one of idle mines 
and more or less deserted camps, and were it 
not for the pastoral indu try which is now of con­
siderable importance hereabouts the territory would 
represent a grea_t ilence. Possibly the metals and 
minerals areas of this vast territory will aga in have 
their resources systematiqdly tested. They have 
lang uished for year s because working costs were 
so h igh that they cou ld not be profitably developed. 
Incidentally the Peba rra field is the second oldest 
and the second largest in the Sta te; it a lso holds 
the record for some of the largest nuggets of alluvial 
gold produced in Vv.A . 

THE C \SCADE. 

(Lesmurdie Falls). 

From. oo:: i11g tric!?lcs dow11 SO/Ill! lllOSs-grozcon roe!?. 
T o malle a lmtghing rill; fro"/11 mall)' a shock 
Of impeding t1·ee, yet with greater strc11gth, 
The s111all st·rea.m lwrries dow11 its changi11q lenqth . 
Th·rough deep recess. through lllisty gra11ite glade, 
Tlfl here lllany a u ild thinq wanders zwafraid 
Till -down it P0111"s, with laughter now so fre;, 
In one cascading plunge-thence to the sea. 
So with the thought that bodes nor ill nor joy. 
But j11st som e passing fancy to employ -
A m.o111 ent's idle11ess. A urtnred b:'>' love 
Or hat e, assn111 es a for lll potclltia/ of 
Ere it shall pour i11to the lzu111an sea! 
Abid·ing blessi11gs or sheer 111isery 

'vV.A. - HI". C. Thomas. 

FOUNDRY 
IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS, 

BOI L E RM AKERS AND ENGI NEERS. 

Complete Mining Plants 
SUPPLIED AND ERECTED. 

The SUPPORT of LOCAL INDUSTRY 
SAFEGUARDS YOU 

Against BREAKDOWN LOSSES 

CORRESPONDENC.E INVITED. SATISFAC"TION GUARANTEED. 

BOULDER ROAD , KALGOORLIE WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

c&ifmiM'iiltiilfbill?i\:•Tiii® lfl\iifl\ilw lm ffl\ifw lw lw li'Klli'Klf® fw l® fi3'iii'Kll® fmf®ftiftlwlw f® f® fi'Kif®lrrnm!f® l®il1\ili'KiffKil®li'Kl!l', 
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The Old Mill. 

•

EAUTJF L a lmost beyond compar ison 
is Per th's Swan River, but a volume 
would be needed to do justice to the 
character istics and association of the 
waterway trave ll ed by Governor 

ti rling on the morning of the com­
mencement of the hi story of the wan 

River ettlement more than a century ago. 

\<Vhat scenes o[ t ragedy, romance, joy , tr iumph . 
disappointment and struggl ing has n t that lovely 
stretch of water between Crawl ey and the Causeway 
witnessed during th at period! r\11 honor to the 
hardy pioneers who cut the first shing les fo r the 
now prosperous and wide spread ing capital. They 
have gone. but many of the ir children and grand­
chil d ren have been prominently identi fied with th e 
commer ia l and profess i nal li fe of the pr6gressive 
met ropoli s. 

T h city o wes it ea rl y solid ivi c foundation to the 
ene rg ies of Governor Ha mpton. who was in rea li ty 
<1 roads and bridges governor. In thi s respect alsc 
the eastern and coasta l di st ri cts were deeply in­
debted to th e eng ineer representative of Her 
~ifaj esty, the late beloved Queen Victor ia. H e 
bridged the rivers with ja rrah and the long dis­
tances with meta l. Before he bui lt the North F re­
mantl e Br idge, the road traffic was pu lled across 
'th e river there on a sor t of raft, by means of ropes. 

Swan River-
For the "Golden West" 

by "Jean Dell" 

Horses attached to ca rts were hauled across in this 
manner. 

1t was many yea rs before the struggling settlers 
were treated to better means of transport, for the 
river could not be ava il ed of fo r the carrying of 
materials and produce, owing to the absence of 
suitable boats. Afterwards came the steam "puffer" 
with a paddle at the stern. Now the river is plenti ­
full y clotted with ca rgo carrier s, though the railway 
and motor traffic obviate the necessity for having 
recourse to river t raffic to any great extent. 

Speaking of the railway, it projected building 
caused not a little consternation amongst those con­
serYatives who aw disa ter in the attempt to in­
vade the sanctity of car riage by road and river. 
There wa one gentleman (he subs quently did long 
and efficient State ervice, pol itica lly and com­
merciall y), who then opoosed th e construction of 
the F remantle-Perth line on the g round that it would 
cripple the river traffic; and it wa a meeting of 
a1·dent rai lway oppositionists that prompted the fol­
lowin O' line., wri tten many yea rs afterwa rds:-

"But a Gui ldford man consoled them as he thu 
as uring spake: 

I have been along the track. and I have seen 
That the trees grow very thickly on the route the 

line will take, 
And the engine are too wide to go between." 

Those early days by the wan induce many re­
fl ections, and ,on the whole, these are of the 
pl easant order. For if the pioneer had their ha rd­
ship , disa ter and tragedies, their compensation 
were not meagre. Bravely they bore up against the 
d ifficu lties inseparable from the ta k of planting 
the outpost of Empire farther out, and the diffi­
cu ltie besetting the Swan River sett ler are easy 
to coni ure up. It is ea ier sti ll to bestow the well 
ea rned credit for overcoming them. It took three 
months' sai ling from "home" to Fremantle, and 
provisions were often scarce. At one t ime settle r s 
were six months without soap-though they were 
never six seconds without hope- which calamity 
gave rise to the witticism that kept its freshness 
for year afterwards: "How are you off for soap?' ' 
There was a vi le mmor that \ Vi lliam Padbury, who 
pionee red the North-\~T e t , had worked a corner in 
the cleansing article, but this base insinuation was 
soon shatte red when it became known that the store­
keeper, like a ll the other ettlers, took the grime 
of toil off his cuticle by means of potatoe , lemon 
or wet bran . D id a man venture a remark about 
rough times he was cheered up with the assurance 
that "There's plenty of pork in ;.J'ortham." The 
d istrict continues to liv_e up to its early reputation. 
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It was a great day in the settl ement when a Nor­
tham "cockie" topped in front of Monger's, Shen­
ton's or Padbury's with his team laden with pork, 
sandalwood, kanga roo skins, wheat or chaff, which 
he would barter for groceries, clothing and farming 
implements. The premises of :Monger and Co. (their 
shing le has long since ceased to adorn th e com­
mercial landscape), were situated in Hay-street, on 
the s ite wh ere now stands the Moan a Cafe, their 
andalwood ya rd extending to Murray-street. Pad-

bury's store was on St. George's Terrace, opposite 
the Unite d Service Hotel, while Shenton was located 
on Bazaar Terrace, nearly oppos ite the head of the 

with those in humbler walks of life. vVhen the 
"gaffer" killed a pig, hi s workm en and their families 
were invited to take par t in the feast. The " ix 
Families" were a myth, resurrected late r on by the 
blast of th e trumpet of the scorn fu l. And, indeed , 
even if the inclination was otherwi e. the common 
dangers gave cohes ion to the little community. 

The blacks made f requent raid s upon the settle­
ment, the member of which had to be ever upon 
their guard against surpri se . Ch ri tmas wa kept 
up in the good old British fashion, there being none 
of the time-honorecl commoditi es absent bar the 
snow. Those who had much of the good things 

.1/otmt's Ea)' Road, So uth Perth, a11d Jl/i/1 P oi11t. 

pt·esent William-street wharf. Afterwards henton 
removed to Hay-street-the well-known "Shenton's 

orner," or Economic Stores of the present day. 
These three houses were the universal provide rs for 
the sett lement. Another red letter clay would be 
gazetted when the E nglish or "Colonia l" mail came 
in. H ow eagerly wa awaited the letter th at occupied 
three or four months in transit from po t to deli very. 

ommerce wa carried on by a syste m of barter, 
and an ''order on ~longer" was looked upon as a 
a fer tender than a coin of the realm or a bant.;: 

note. It was a cosmopolitan crowd that used to 
socia lly forgathe r on the banks of the Swan in those 
old days, anrl class distinction was conspicuous by 
its almost total absence. Military office r , Imperial 
officers of the civi l ervice, highly-cultured English 
ladies, and fine old British gentlemen mixed socially, 
naturally or through the exigencies of pioneering, 

o f th e season saw to it that those who had little 
had more than enough to fitt ingly celebrate the joyful 
season. On the memorable festival when several 
oxen were roasted on the river bank. the "classes'' 
competed with the "masses" in securing the juicy 
morsels. 

A few of the old lanclmat·k are still standing, 
though they are rapid ly advancing towards decay . 
There are some ancient reli cs, however. which have 
bravely with stood the onslaught of time and civili . 
sation. The oldest and most picturesque of these 
is the old mill at South Perth, from which Mill 
Point takes its name. This wheat-crushing building 
was erected and owned by l\Ir. Cousins, the fa ther­
in-law of the late Sir George Shenton's father. 
Here it was, according to one narrator, that an 
enraged ha! £-dozen ettlers took the law into their 
own hands and gave hort 5hrift to a felon whom the· 
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The Swan River from Point Resol11fi01t. 
Fl'om Mon Revos with Point Waltet· on Ri.oht. 
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Estates 

UR service i clemanclecl not only by the 
large estates. the complex iti es of 
which requi re the specia l experience 
and abi lity that th is Company can 
aclequ:~te ly g ive; but a lso by the small 
estates in th e admi ni strat ion of which 

the Testator must be assured of the utmost 
carefu lness, economy and judgment. 

T o-clay is none too soon for yo u to talk the 
matter over with your So licitor and to instruct 
him to name this Company as Executor of 
your \Vil l. 

\ V ri te or ca ll fo r interesting f ree booklet, 
"vVills and \.Vi sdom," or ar range fo r an inte r­
view, which places you under no obligation. 
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Government author ities were slow in bringing to 
ju tice. \ •Vhen an office r o f the 52nd Regiment saw 
the black flag flying from the old mill at sunri se 
next moming, no exp lanations were made to as ure 
him of its meaning, nor was it considered necessary 
to pursue the half-dozen into the fast nesses of 
Cannington. 

The same old mill wa the secret tryst ing place 
for two lovers long ago in the dim di stances o f the 
past. The black sheep o f a haughty Engli sh house, 
the man had been persuaded h • hi s people to try 
hi s luck in th e land o f th e black swan. Fo r a da ring 

some outlaw. ,\nd the men o f the 53rcl I\.egiment 
toas ted he r in barrack · and swore that their eyes 
would be blind and th eir rifles ilent if evet· her lover 
crossed their path. li e knew not that he had f riend 
in the ettlemenl, and many a time hi lonely vigi l 
would be ta rtingly interrupted by the cracking of a 
tw io· or the fli ght of a belated wan. t\t such times 
a o~eat fea r ~~· ou ld press upon his hea rt. For thi 
br~ve lover had lea rnt to be af ra id- for her. His 
vi g il "' ' ' not a lways unrewarded. A swift figure 
would g lide a mong the shado1vs of 1\Jount E liza, 
and steal soft ly to where her little boat was moored . 

.1/lolher broad e.r/iallsi' of the Szc•a 11 . 

escapade in the se ttl ement - more darinp: than un­
lawful-the auth oriti es had s t a pri ce upon hi s 
capture, but he was a ll that was brave and hand­
some in the eyes of the g irl who loved him . For 
hi s own safe ty he kept on the mill side o f the river, 
working fo r his li ving far out on a homestea d whose 
people had prom i ·eel to shi eld him . .\t fr equent 
intervals he would wander to the bord ers of th e 
se ttlement and when night had cloth d the sur­
roundings in robes o f black. he would creep up to 
the mill , and wait there hrcath les ly. peering into 
the dadmess. a hunted look on his hand some reck­
less face, and a longi ng look in hi s bt·ight eyes. He 
o ften had to wait for many night s. fo r she for 
whom he watched was under stri ct surveill ance. 

he was the danghtcr o f a proud. powerful per­
son, whose will was law. Hut he loved hi · da ughter. 
and the people Io,·ed he r. t o : I ved het· a ll th e 
more for I sing he r sunny axon hea rt to th e hand-

Then he would await the muffled plash of her 
oar s. Their last urrepti t i0us meet ing took place 
on the night of th e g t·eat storm and that fina l winter's 
nio·ht proved but the fi r t stage towards the summer 
of their long happiness . On th e morrow they found 
th eit· "o·olden hout·." the ir "luminou peak" from 
whi ch they did not descend for very many bright 
yea rs. 

The beauti es of the Swan do not end with the 
Perth foreshore. One can voyage up the wind ing 
st t·ea m beyond Guild fo rd, and at ever · turning frc h 
beautie a re un1·ei led . !\l ong the whole course 
there i a wealth of picturesq uene s. Along the 
banks of either side, though JlOt a blur upon the 
picture. a rc evidences of rapid and eemingly last ing 
pt·osperity: and at interva l g-limpses may be obtained 
of the remnant s of old-fashioned home teads built 
away back in the dawn, when the Ha rdy . the 
Fauntleroys and others were sowing the seed of 
ci,·ili5ation in this ' Vestralian outpost of the E mpire. 
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In the Tropics-
For the "Golden West" by R. Clarke Spear 

-;:::::=~"~"' 1 1 E ENTL Y an old man, J ean Baptiste,_ 
a F ilipino, urpri eel th e poli ce a t 
1 erth headquarters by claiming asso­
ciat i n with one of the most tragic 
muti nies in the annals of vVestern 
Austra li an cr ime. viz .. that whi ch oc­
curred on the schooner Ethe l off the 

Broome coast in October of 1899. 

. \ ssociated with the pearling industry at that time 
was Capta in J. A. Riddell, who. with Mess rs. H . D. 
Norman, F rank Biddies, F. Rodr iguez, G. Smith, 
Brice Bros., Richard on and others, was one of th ·.:: 

and a ha! f-ca te aborigine. i\ h i\Ling, the cook, 
who was eventually responsible for the conviction 
of the mutineers, was awakened from sleep by a 
commotion on deck outsi de the galley door and 
opened it to meet a rush by a muti nous crew brand­
ishing knives . tomahawks and other weapon . 

He was taken to the quarters of the Captain, 
wh o had been stabbed to death whilst reading the 
chart, hi s son and Taylor be ing also accounted for 
in their cabins . 

Peter Perez, the leader of the mutineers, deeming 
Ming's services as cook essentia l, spared him and 
with hi s companion then proceeded to the ea ting 

Prarliug L uggeTs at Rocb~trlt 8ay. 

pioneers of the North -\ 'Ve t pearling industry in 
1886. 

:Most of the pearlers mentioned came from th e 
Torres Straights (Thursday I land) pearling 
g t-otmds and intt·oduced the deep di vi ng dress to 
vVes'tern A ustralian water . Mes r . No rman and 
Hiddles are still d irectly or indirectly associated 
with the industry. 

The others have long si nce entered up their last 
voyage. Messrs. Richardson and Riddel l met with 
tragic ends: th e fo rmer being murdere I by th e 
K ing's ·Sound blacks, the la tter being done to death 
in the Ethel mutiny refe rred to. 

aptain R icldell was pearling on a large cale 
ill the time and for the purpose of t·ejoining hi <; 
Aeet, th en operat ing at th e famous 90-\1 ile Beach 
outh-west of Broome. sailed f rom Roehuck Bay in 

th e Ethel one moon light night in October of th e 
yea r mentioned. There were twenty-one hand s- all 
told on th e "Ethel." in cluding th e Capta in 's son and 
one T aylor, the ship's cat·penter. The crew wa 
made up of l\fanilamen, Malays, J apanese, Chine e 

overboard of the slain whites. Two other member 
of the colou red crew were also murdered. 

Changing th e vessel's course for the Malay rchi­
pelago, th m11tineers might have found sanctuary 
a mong any of the hundreds of cattered islands of 
Ma lays ia, but for the fact tha t she wa passed well 
out of her lat itude by another schooner heading for 
Broome. 

Suspicion became aroused upon th e non-a rri val 
of the Ethe l at "The Beach." and the authuri ties 
through out th e island s wi thin cable ca ll were duly 
advised to be on the lookout for th e missing ve ei. 
The mutinee rs escaped detection fo r a long time but 
were el'entually apprehended at Tenimhcr. in the 
!\'ether lands fndie s. wh ere the Ethel had heen scuttled 
prior to th eit· forsak ing her. Seven month s after ­
wards they were handed over at i\lacassa r to In ­
spector Farley and Detecti ve Harry :\!ann. of tlte 
\\"es tern Austra lian Poli ce Department_ brought tn 
l'erth to tria l and five o f them sentenced tu death. 
Two were hanged, the sentence of the other three 
being commuted to impri sonment for life. They 
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served twelve years. One died in prison a few · 
months prior to the time fixed for hi s release, 
another is supposed to have returned to Mani lla . 
The third, J ean Baptiste, who it was proved was an 
unwilling accomplice and had actually avecl the 
Crown's principal witness, Ah lVIing, from being 
murdered, remained in Perth. 
~~~~~ I-IE late l\lh. George Rowe, who was 

whaling and afterwards pearling ex­
tensively in the ea rly clays of the 
Broome fisheries , also had some ex­
perience of mutineers. In his time the 
diving dress was unknown, pearl shell 
being reco vered by naked aboriginal 

colored men were in open mutiny, and were going 
to take pos ess ion of the schooner; in fact, they 
were swanning aft, where our bunk were, then. We 
had revolvers and stood the siege a long as our 
ammunition lasted; then it either meant gett ing out 
and fio-hting hand to hand with tomahawks or stay­
ing where we were and being smothered like rats 
in a trap . 

"We got out and did well. ... The deck was a 
shambles . Just before dawn the mutineers were 
right fo r'a rd, evidently bent on · some scheme that 
would terminate matters speedily. lily companions 
then managed to crawl along and get in to the ship's 
boat astern. A ll of them were hacked about ter-

The Mutineers of the Ethel. 

divers who managed a fl eet ing survey of the ocean 
bed at six or eight fathoms-no mean dive. They 
were very expert and when on a patch of shell 
would return to the surface after an absence of f rom 
three-quarters of a minute to a minute with shell 
in each hand . "Vl hen the diving dress came into 

use," remarked Mr. Rowe when recounting the p r iod, 
"we used to recruit fo r diver and crews among 
th e islands of the Dutch Incli es . 

"I remember one ti me gett ing fo rty colored men 
from the I land of l\Iacassa r, and setting sa il for 
Broome, where lhey we re to be di strib uted amon.g 
our pea rling luggers. Seemed good hands, too, until 
ea rly one morning before reaching port, my mate­
we were six whites on board, all told-fell into the 
cabin bleeding from kriss wounds and said the 

ribly, some of them so badly that they had to be 
carri ed. Before I had time to get in the ruffians 
were aft again, so I i umpecl overboard and struck 
out for the boat, which had let go the painter to 
avoid be ing scuttled by them. 

We sta rted to pull for the shore. ome miles di -
tant, and were making fai r progress when we noticed 
the schooner had hauled up her anchor and was 
bearing clown on us. They couldn't manoeuvre her 
too wel l, however, in the light breeze, and when 
they got near we sculled away quickly in a direction 
that made it compulsory for them to 'go about' 
and thus lose what little 'way' they had on. This 
dodging business we kept up until we got into water 
whe re they couldn't foll ow, so they turned and 
headed for the ope!J sea. Vi! e eventually o-ot ashore, 



24 [1931-1932] THE GOLDE~ WEST. Special number of the W.A. "Pastorali t and G•·azier" 

TN FEUDAL TlMES stone and 
iron, and isolat ion by the moat. 
gave a measure of protection t 
life and va luables. Each Feudal 
Lord or Baron was obliged to pro­
vide a structure as big and rela­
tively as expensive as the modem 
Bank building or Safe Deposit, a 
wastefu l practice fo r the need - of 
but a few. 

SECURITY 
To-day, ecuri ty fo r m.oney and valuables is pro­
vided upon what amounts to a co-operative system, 
one under which the greatest possible safety is gained 
at the minimum individual cost. l\lore. the Savings 
Bank system goes further, for, while providing 
guarantees of reliability, it employs the funds en­
trusted to its care in uch a manner that profit is 
ea rned for all concerned. 

lt is not, h wever, with the safe-keep ing of va luable 
but with the individual security agai n t the con­
tingencies of the future that we are more nearly 
concerned. 

T he feeling of security, of freedom from worry 
and the pleasurable sense of commitment to a pro­
fitable and safe course of action. are so very much 
to be desired and as easi ly acquired. 

A ll the secur ity is provided fo r you by the Com­
monwealth Savings Bank with its guarantee by the 
Commonwea lth Government and it up-to-elate, prac­
tica l, and sound busi ness methods and precautions. 
\'o matter wh ere you may live in .\ustra lia, the 
Hank' service is pro,·iclecl fo r you by Branch or 
Post Office . \ gency, with the same security and 
profit. 

COMMONWEALTH 
SAVINGS BANK 

OF AUSTRALIA 
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but as there was no vessel ava il able in which to 
g ive chase, we cou ld do nothing. 

" ome con iderable ti me after that word reached 
llle in Perth, whence l had come, of a boa t answering 
the descripti on of lll y schooner. "T he Gift" having 
been seen up a m ng the ~eth ed ands Indies . \ Ve 

despatch at a rope's end. 

,\nother sinister tragedy associated with Broome 
pea rling was the murder of one Libglid. a travell ing 
draper from Perth , who also had some in terest in the 
purchase of pearls. ] t was the proposed purcha e 

A ssorti11 g a11d Weighhtg Mother o' Pearl Shell. 

quipped at Fremantle and set ail to recover her 
i f poss ible. fte r a lengthy crui se throughout th e 
archipelago we got word of her being away up in 
th e 1\•loluccas g roup, and su rely en ugh th ere we 
came across her one day r idi ng at anchot· in one 
of the bays and with th e remn ant o f th e same crowd 
on boa rd. \•\ 'e boa rd ed thelll by mpri se and took 
possess ion, hano-ed th e ringleadet· of the piracy to 
the ya rd-a nn. and took th e balance in irons to 
M'ac:~ssar, where the auth ori t ie gave them prompt 

of a pearl of supposed ly g reat worth that proved hi 
eventua l undoing. He had been approached by a 
colored man wh o told him he had a pearl of great 
pri ce fo r sale and if he wanted it he would have 
to come out to th e :?11 ist, an old lugge r anchored in 
liroome Creek, to get it. .·\ sked the price, hi s in­
forma nt sa id "fi\'e hundred pounds." He said he 
wouldn't g ive that price for the best tone in 
Broome. "All r irrht. then if YOU don't there are 
plenty other that will ,'' was tl;e an wer. 
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That decided him. He made an appointment and 
was rowed out to the Mist at nightfall. In the 
cabin two other men, one white and one colored, 
were found sitting over the dreary light of a slush 
lamp. A few formalities passed and then the would­
be purchaser a ked to be shown the stone. "It's here 
alright," said one, indicating someth ing round, the 
size of a marble, tied in the corner of a handker­
chief, "did you bring the money?" "Yes, let's see 
it and get to business." 

The handkerchief was handed to him, he untied 
the knot and the glass stopper of a soda water 
bottle was unfolded. 

"\~That's this, a joke?" was hi s query. "No joke," 

The Pearl Dive1·. 

was the au wer, take that and he was fe lled with a 
mangrove club. Attempting to rush from the cabin 
he was further bludgeoned and robbed of the money. 
He managed to reach the deck eventually and 
jumped overboard. He called fo r help whilst re­
gainino- and cl inging to the lugger's deck, but they 
battered him fmther unt il he let go and sank. 

cry over the water carries a long way at night. 
Hi were heard. Lights were een on ha re and call s 
of "Mist ahoy!" resou nded through the tillness. 
The murderers made off in the dinghy, but afte r a 
few days su picions were formed and a white man 
and two coloured men were subsequently a rre ted. 
Someone confes eel. The white man and one olou red 
man were t1·ied, sentenced to death. and hanged at 
Fremantle gaol. 

In the references above to the Ethel Mutiny men-

tion was made of the pearlers who originally came 
from Torres traits in 1886. 

Up to the ir advent pearling had only been a ide­
line with the Roebuck Bay community; cattle rais­
ing had been their metier since '65. when the di trict 
was pioneered in this capacity by an intrepid li ttle 
band of settlers who had sa iJ.ed round from Victoria 
and landino- at La Grange Fav became convinced of 
the ha rd ship in front of them by the murder of three 
of their henchmen by the blacks. Later. about 1883, 
with that broad conception of coloni zation which was 
the predominant facu lty of the Fm-rests. Alex. and 
John, the former landed at Roeh•1ck Bay, his mi ssion 
being the subjugation of the K imberl ies, otherwise 
that vast area, thou ands of square miles of it, which 
constitutes some of the finest pastoral country in Au~­
tralia, tretching from the Leopold Ranges to the 
Territory. But the pearling men of '86 had nothing 
in common with broad acres and wealth on the hoof; 
theirs was the quest of the ocean's treasure. So 
the year '87 found them working that wonder-world 
of pear ling wealth, th e N inet"-Mile Beach, situate 
between Cape Bossut and Banningarra, and loading 
thei r luge-ers and schooner to the pl imsoll, and 
'Wer it, with treasure. 

"R 11t one April evening in the year mentioned, 
with all seemingly snug for the night and the dawn 
of another to-morrow awa ited . the fl eet riding 
l~ z il y at anchor in the calm of a trooic night. the 
glass started to fall with amazin!l" raoiditv, the wind 
rnse suddenlv from the east. then vee1·ed all round 
the compa•s ·before settling down in one quarter to 
h1ow a fu ll hurricane. A starlit night was trans­
formed into a haze of scudd ing drifts, a dead 
calm into mounta inous sea . 

Some of the boats a ttempted to ride it out and 
were engulfed or battered to pi eces in the process: 
others tried to make fo 1· th e ooen sea under a rag of 
canvas. A few made it and stag·Q·e recl back to the 
beach clays after to find pr:1ctic:1llv the whole fleet 
wiped out and two hundred and fifty lives the toll 
()f the torm god's fury. Start all over again. that 
is what it meant. ·with the remnant of the fleet 
they did, with the result that before many year~ 
had passed they. and other• who c~·"e after. oroved 
the existence of pearl shell from Exmouth Gulf to 
Kin!l" Sound. or an extent of ocean of more than a 
thousand miles, dotted with the thou and isles of 
l\~~"onte Bello, Dampier Archipelago. Geographe 
Shoals. the Lacepedes . the Buccaneer and Bonaparte 
Archipelagoe an d many others that are namele s, 
to sav nothing of Roebuck Bay itself. 

And shell and pearl~ are till gathered throughout 
t·he area mentioned. But whereas at one time three 
hundred and fifty lugge1·s r~no·ed over that a ea the 
h,.,~t• at work to-dav would not tota l a fifth of that 
number. Pearl shell some years ago became a glut 
in the markr-t and prices dropped to an t'xtent that 
m~rle p1·ofitabl e working by manv boats i111possible. 

Broome and other ports associated with the in­
rlus try were se riously affected anrl it was onlv when 
the output was reg·ulated and the pric,. . tahilised 
that the pearl . hell industry was enabled to be 
worker! at a profit , and then onl y by a limited_ num ­
be•· of boats. 

"R ecently. it is sa id. however. an Ameri<'<1 n-wicle 
ca mpai gn , which it is hoped will ex tend to Eu•·ooe. 
l1as been nncl e1·taken. and fa hion designers. drPss 
houses. and new papers are stated tu bP uniting for 
the puroose of restoring mother-o' -pearl shell to the 
vogue it once enj oyed. If that be so. Broome may 
enjoy well deserved prosperity. 
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····························································( ~ ......... . • • • • 
i i i Millars' Timber and Trading Co. Ltd. i 
i Saint George's House, Perth I 
i :. 

30 BRANCHES TH ROUGHOUT WESTERN AUSTRALIA • i 
: Also at ADELAIDE, MELBOURN E, SYDNEY and HOBART • 

i FOREST AND SAWMILL PROPRIETORS, GENERAL TIMBER AND HARDWARE i 
: MERCHANTS , EXPORTERS, IMPORTERS AND SHIPPING AGENTS. : 

i MANUFACTURERS OF BRICKS, NAILS, PLASTER OF PARIS, LIME. i 

i i 
: : 

I
• PRODUCERS OF AND TRADERS IN THE FOLLOWING :

1
:.• 

T IMBERS 
JARRAH, KARRI AND BLACKBUTT; BLUE-GUM AND STRI NGY BARK ; 

TEAK, QUEENSLAND PINE, PHI LIPPINE ISLANDS TIMBERS, RED-
+ • 
: WOOD, OREGON, AND YELLOWPINE. : 

• •• 
i
+ WAGON SCANTLINGS, TELEGRAPH ARMS, HARBOUR AND BRIDGE + 

+ TIMBERS, SLEEPERS, PILES AND POLES, FENCINGS, FLOORINGS, : 

i WEATHERBOARDS , AND BUILDING SCANTLI NGS. ! 
• i 
I i i W.A. Telegrams : MILLA RS ' TIM BER Telephone; B 4141 (61ines) i 
~ C•blog<•=; "SAWMILL" PERTH i 
•• i HEAD OFFICE : Pinners' Hall, London, E.C. 2. : 

i INDL\.- Hornby-road, Bombay, and Bran ches . + 
+ U:NITED STA1'JJ-.. OF AMERICA- New York and Lo;-; Angl'l l's. : 

::• SOU' l 'J l AI!'RICA- l\Jill aes' \V .A. Hardwoods Co., L td .. J ohan rwsl lu r·g. and HeanciH' +: 
1\'E\V I':EALA:Nl - Millars' \V.A. Harclwoods Co ., LLd., \Vc llil JO'Lon. and J ranchc::; . • 

CHTNA- Jardinr, rathr son and Co., LLd. Shangha i . • i 'l'RATTR SET'T' LEi\'I.ENTc - PaLcrson, imon s and Co., LLd .. : · in gaporc . : 

+ PllTLTP PTNE TSLA TD - F in d lay, M illar ' l'imbcl' Co., fAd., l'vl an il a. + . : 
• • • • • • ; ............................................................ ~ ....... ,. 
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Types of the Back Tracks 
For the "Golden West" by R. Clarke Spear 

~~~~~HE remote places cla im the "types ;" the 
places whi ch are men's communi ties­
open air th eatres of lif e. with mother 
ea rth for th e stage, the bush fo r t he 
sett ing, and the battle rs and spiri ts of 
adventure a s players. They are, in the 
main, men divorced f rom the thral­

clom of the cities, wi th their nar rowness and restr ic­
tion, thei1· misunderstand ings and bi tterness . 

In vVestern A ustra lia-"the country of magnifi cent 
cl istances"-you wi ll fi nd, scattered throughout the 
inland and northern recesses, many men for whom 

There he wa , whip in hand, be icle hi s tea m, plod­
cl ing along th e lonely roads that divide coasta l set­
tl ement and the sheep and catt le station of the 
north em interior .. 

H e could fli ck a Ay off the ea r of a daw dling out­
side•: wi th any bull dri ver that ever dropped a whip, 
and with the lash, meta morphose a laggard poler 
into a wh ole team, and as for coercing a team by 
word of mouth-well, th e members of an eminent 
old-wo rl d scienti fic expedit ion wh ich visited the 
North some time back considered he wa a fi nd. 

"Do you know," sa id one bespectacled professor, 

No rth Ki1uberley Natives. 

the cities ha ve long since lo t their att raction. if 
th ey ever pos essed any. T he mining ca mp, the 
catt le station, the bounda ry rider' hut is their worl d, 
and once allied to it they seldom leave it. T hey 
mos tly li ve and die there-some obscure mound and 
perhaps a rough cros o f wood or cairn of stones 
in a .little bush cemetery, or some lonely I acl, -track, 
being, not infre Juently, their fi nal portion. 

T here a re others who have not had even so· much 
as these. They are the men who lost their way in 
bush and desert to peri sh alone-undiscovered­
forgotten. L argely such men ~ s these we a re 
wri ting about hav e been the p10neers of mlancl 
civil isation and the memory o f having hom time 
to time in' some of ou r t ravels. encountered them 
and sat in the hut or under the ir waggon or bough 
shed is a happy one. 

One bullock driver of the K imberl ies had been up 
there s ince he was old enough to it a buck and 
staye d at th e horse-break ing bus iness .till every 
bone in hi s body was ra tt led I eyoncl contm uance a t 
it. 

a fe llow of a ll sorts of colleges of science and re­
search. "th is man i wh at you call , the. what shall 
1 say, yes, the limi t? 1 have hea rd him ad mon­
ishing those bullocks of h1 s, and do you know, I 
ca nnot reconcil e hi s vocabulary with anything else 
1 have ever hea rd. He has got anskl·it and all the 
rest of th e ancient lip clas ics clown and out; wh::, 
they are not cand le-high in a gale of wind to h im ; 
I must certa inly take some cl i c records of his 
orations to tha t tea m. They are unique; he is ex­
clusive ; a new di covery to cience, that is what I 
should te rm him, our journey a ll thi s way up here 
has certa inly been more than worth whi le on h is 
account a lone. Ha rk at hi m; there he goes again:-

" ome here Strawberry ! ! ! ! " 
"Whoa, come here, berry ! ! ! !" 
"Roany you ! ! ! !" • 
"Gee over Baldy ! ! ! !-Wh-o-o-a . . " 
Jim at th i time was direct ing the team, per whip 

and word of mouth around a fa llen tree that had 
fouled the road. 

" Isn't he indescr ibably grand!" exclaimed the 
professor with all the rapture of a man who wa 
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privileged 
ment. 

to hear a great master on a rare in st ru -

And-"isn't 
Part II. 

.. , 
he divine!" as Jim started off on 

"Profe or," someone remarked. "you've only 
heard him on the oft pedal; that' noth ing; you 
want to hear him when the creek's swollen afte r the 

And, apropos of the men fo r whom the cities l1ave 
lost their charm :-

" \\'hen am 1 goi ng to Perth ?" said anot~1e r 
teamster. ''I erth! Perth's no good to me, they'd 
have to blindfold me and back me on to tht: b:..;•t 
to get me down there aga in. I haven't been in Perth 
for a long time; g ive me Bamboo Creek or ~ullat:io:e 

.... 

A Deni:::eu of /he C/cne/q Ri·z•cr. 

summer ra ins and the team gets bogged ... .' ' 
"1 s there any likeli hood .of any summer 1·ains 

thi s week?" eagerly queried th e profe or, "or i f 
there isn't, do you think he ould be prevailed upon to 
give us a f ull orche tration for the ed ifica tion of 

cience ?" 

before Perth, for sport, everytime. 1 know eYery­
one there ; clown in Perth I don' t know a soul, be­
: ides a man's got to wea r a coat. Last time I w<.is 
there I bow led into the table at the coffee pa!ace 
just as I would up here, and all the town lizards at 
the table got up and left me to it on me own, iJe-
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Cattle from th e No rth. 
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eau e I had no coat on . vVhat cl 'ye think of that? 
No the ilver ta il s can ha Ye I erth to themselve : 
why, if ye stand in the st reet or spi t on the road, 
they'll run ye r in . P erth ? l\ ever no more for me; 
hand us that other bottle over whi le I knock the 
neck off it. Here ! get thi into year, it' s good. I 
generally ca rry a case or so fo r me own use and 
f r iend s along the track. ::,ome blokes broach thei r 
load, but that's no good to a man. l knew a teamster 
bloke once wh o one way and another got through 
half f hi s ca rgo, whi ch wa g •· ~ ~·; he was fill in ' 'em 
up a treat, himself included ; had a ll the loafers : 1 

the country on hi s wheels while th e jamboree !aster' . 
Got as fa r as the spinifex belt. and then went clean 

ff hi pann ikin, and when they fo und him he'd left 
the tea m, was a ll out. cha ing himself round trees, 
and not a stitch on." 

or wharves, and of when they teamed ·cltc: wool from 
hundreds of miles inland to Condon awl drove the 
tea m at low tide across the sand ri9;ht up to the 
shi p's side and un loaded before the tide t:.une b.tck. 

He ta lked o f the good old clays; of the grass-fer\ 
race meetings; of murderous blacks: of overlanding 
mobs of cattle on a six month ' journey f rom the 
far north to the sale yard s of the south ; of "king 
nights" in the shanti es a long the t racks; of fun 
and " toush" in th e bars o f Lalla Rookh and vVarra­
woona . 

" Yes, bonza time , good old clays, mate, good­
night mate," he clrowsecl , as he drew hi s bluey 
more closely around him and nuzzled hi s head more 
comfo rtably on to the old feed-bag stu ffed with 
wool, which served as h is pillow. 

" Good-n ight, mate," we answered . 

. llo 11 g the f: it::roy River. 

" ame bloke went clown to Perth once on one 
of the No r'- \IVes t boats; he was very handy at 
cutting h is in itials in wood with a pocket-kni fe. On 
the r ad clown he carved them and the ela te well 
into th e oak bani ster of the sa loon companion way . 
Cost him ten quid ,and didn 't he roa r! 'Blime,' he 
ays t the captain, 'what ha rm's in that anyhow, 

why l got me initia ls carved in every pub from 
H edlancl to the ?\ ullagine, and from K ullagine to the 
Peak, and th ey never sa id nothin', why you ? Drop 
me off at the next port, I'm going back home, an' 
won't I boom yo u and yer old punt when I get there, 
too, don't you won y; ha \'e a drink · kip,' you're not a 
bad old bloke.' 

' ' l-Ie was a characte r. A nyway, as I wa say in', 
they got him cha in' hi m el f around trees an' barkin' 
like a clog, and r ight up to the fin i h he was, in hi s 
delir ium, of cour se, broachin' hi s load and invit in' 
a ll hands to have 'ju t one more,' and to 'tear ;t 
into them." 

As we a t by the ca mp fire he told us of the 
clays when there was no such place as Port H eclland 

A nd th ere in th e tr anqui l night, we fe ll to think­
ing of hi s mode o f li [e, rough and ready, but happy 
and free from ca re and th e cli appointments and 
bitternesses of th e more crowded spheres; and al­
most env ied him. 

That g rea t unwieldy, lumbering wagg n there, 
with its ba re shafts and th e horse colla r clroppd 
on the ground to ma rk the place in th e team of their 
absent browsing wearers-that waggon that rolled 
backwards and fo rwa rds along the lonely roads of 
the wi lderness-that was hi s worl d. hi s home, hi s a ll. 

As revea led by th e alternat ing moods of the sput­
te r ing fi re, it was one minute bath ed in a glow of 
light, r ad iant, inviti ng, every outward deta il of it 
construction and mi scellaneous load mani fes t; the 
next sombre, forbiclcling, plunged in th e gloom 
th t·ough whi ch dr i fted th e t inkli ng music of the horse­
bells along the creek. and the laughs and cries of 
the things that a re of the night. 

And over it all the gleaming sta rs and th e limitle s 
canopy of Heaven. 
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At a Country ~~air-

LL vVheatfie lcl was in a dither. 
vVhat w ith Ba rney's Bull 
goi ng berserk and attacking 
fo lk for miles, l\forgan's 
spectacular blaze, the housing 
and feed ing of ten little, 
homel ess Morgans and the 
annual Show and Sports 
looming near , li fe was in­
deed worth living. Even now 
th e Show and Sports' com-
mittee was hol ding forth 
in l\Iurphy's bar. And it had 

hinted a t someth ing unusual in the way of att rac­
tions. 

"vVhat we want," a iel Chairman Dan , waving hi s 
half-e mptied pot about, " is something entirely new, 
something that'll make 'em open their eyes, their 
mouth s and their pockets." 

"Too right," agreed J oe, the secretary, "have you 
anything in mind?" 

" \1\lhat about an ankle parade?" 

"Huh !" T he committee ejaculated in uni son. An 
ankle parade in \1\lheatf•elcl! What would the Vestry 
say? What would the Mothers' Guild and the 
Society for the Prevention of Rusty Implement 
say? \iVhat would-

But Dan di smissed the many soci·eti es' d isapproval 
with a sweep of his podgy hand. 

" \,Vheatfie ld's no longer a back number," he cried. 
" \1\1 e've prog•·essecl . vVe've o·ot a train service twice 
a week. vV e've got four pubs, an eating house, a 
school with a school teacher, a Government hoss 
trough, a policeman, two footba ll teams and a sky­
pi lot. Why shouldn't we have an ankle parade ?" 

"On behalf of the Young Men's ociety," spoke 
up J ohnny Smart, "I see no obj ection a t a ll.'' 

There was la ughter and smacking of J ohnny's 
I road back. T he motion was put and carri ed en­
thusiastically and unanimou ly. 

"\1\1 e' ll want to advertise," said Dan. "Rea l good 
posters that take the eye." 

l\lhu-phy leaned over the counter. "Leave it to 
me, bhoys. Me artist sister's practisin' in Perth . T o 
plaze me, she'll deliver the goods. N ude she does, 
'n' everyth in'." There was pardonable pride in his 
voice. The committee looke d a t him with a new 
•·espect. 

The posters duly arrived. L ooking at them old 
Dan's eyes goggled with excitement. There were 
the muscular giants at the log chop, the handsome 
crowd viewing the magnificent horses, marvellous 
sheep, astonishing goats and e normous pig of no 
known breed. And in the centre was the ankl e 

For the " Golde11 Illest,'' by R. F. L. Glover 

parade-six pairs of divine legs, tantalisingly cut 
ff at the dimpled knees, crossed and displaying th~ 

latest and most daring in foot wear. 

"Gee !" g·asped the commi ttee as they posted 
them up and stepped back to view their handiwork. 
"That'll fetch 'em." 

It did. Grandmothers and octgena r ians of the 
mal e line held up incred ulous hands. 1\lothers of t he 
younger gene rat ion were non-committal but the 
fa th ers sna rled openly. A lready their pockets had 
been touched fo r the coming Show. There was 
laughter, approva l, excitement among th e daughters 
and the rest of the popu lation. vVhoever heard of 
an ankle parade in \•Vheatfield ! 

Bu t fo r a ll that the maidens were ra ther shy of 
entering-until l\Jary Peel paid her sh illing. 

" \Veil," said old Dan's daughter, "if I haven' t 
better ankles than her, I ' ll go he !" 

" l should think so! \1\lhy, they're fat-mine's 
:;l immer." 

"Jim Holli s said there's only one pair of ankles 
in the di strict and that's his girl l\lay's." 

' 'Oh, l've a good mind to go in just to beat 
her. Let's all." 

·'A t any rate, we ought to go in. Isn't the pro­
ceeds going to the 'lorgans? It's up to us to help 
them. Poor little kids!" 

All that week the eyes of the district swains fol­
lowed ankles reflectively. vVith the true A ustralian 
gambling spirit, they stood to lose or win a bit 
on this. 

The Show day dawned bright. Families with huge 
hampers arrived at the ground · in spring ca rts, 
su lkies, buggies, ancient buckboa rd. and Fords. 
T here was shouting and laughte r. Good humou red 
jokes were exchanged. Joy was in the air. 

Barney's bull was there, ringed and looking as i [ 
he'd like to repeat hi s forme r escapade. Joe Ham­
lin's famous trotter trotted. Johnny Smart's prize 
ram knocked down the div iding- rai l between him 
and his hereditary ri val, Bi ll Blake's ram. T he 
crash of their horns et the men fo lk running. J oe 
got butted in the rear as he tied the ticket to the 
fi •·st class goat. Two goats were tethered there and 
the second considered the title hi s. The people 
sa id it rightl y belonged to J oe. 

Beside the ring there appeared from nowhere a 
t range littl e man who e stock in trade was a fold­

ing table, a miraculous pea and three ordinary 
lh imbles. vVhen the policeman ap proached he fo lded 
up hi s little table and disappeared. But pre ently, 
like a jack-in-the-box, there he wa back aga in. 



34 (1931-19321 'THE GOLDEN WE T . Special numbe1· of the \V.A. "l>astoralist and 01·azior" 

Scottish children who had never seen Scotland, 
danced the Highland Fling. There was a prize for 
recttmg and one of the httle iorgans took it for 
"'.H.ow They Brought the Good News." 

Old Dan buzzed about like a bee in a bottle. 
Every now and then someone collared him and took 
lum to the impromptu bar. Things were going fine. 

"H.ecord attendance," he beamed. " •!organ's '11 
benefit a t reat. Entries for the nkle .l:'aracle's 
gomg strong. Held to-night before the supper at 
the Ball. "fhe chool master' s j udgin' and we' ve 
l11t him up for a couple of quid for the privilege." 

"Cheap," a id ] oe Hamlin. "l'cl have given three 
meself." 

They both chuckled. "Gi rls '11 walk a long the 
stage behind a curtain. Only their ank les and feet 
showing. The excitement among the fo lks is grow­
ing. Even the mothers are effected. Bought their 
daughters ilk stockings. There' ll be some giggling 
when the curtain goes up." 

"You bet," sa id Joe. "Something else, too. Dead 
rivalry. I\ lary Peel and I\Iay Browne's mothers are 
at loggerh eads. Eve r since the last how. Judge got 
drunk and gave th e prize to the wrong kid in the 
Baby Show." 

"Hell," said Dan. "I'd forgotten. Let's hope 
Mary and .:\lay don't rope together fo r the finals. 
That' cl be awful. It's been such a bonzer clay, I'd 
just hate for any ill feeling to end it." 

But both Iary and .:\lay had fine, sl im ankles . 

One by one . the judge eliminated the others. To­
o-ether they stood for the final test. 

Dan tore hi s hair openly. He knew the girl 
in sp ite of the curta in. Their shoes gave them away. 

The two parents elbowed their way to the front 
and glared at one another. Each was determined 
fo r her daughter's rights- and the prize. They'd 
see it wasn't going to be a repetition of last Show 
clay. They'd see. The thrilled crowd held its 
breath. The only per son unaware of the fe·ucl or of 
th e identity of the competitors was the judge. He 
surveyed the two pa irs of silk clad ankles leisurely 
and took his time. 

"Strike me," complained Dan, "why don't he say 
which? Either' ll ca use st ri fe but at least it'll 
be act ion." 

The judge turned suddenly. 
"Ladies and Gentlemen, I pronounce-a tie." 
There was a dramatic silence. Then Dan heaved a 

loud, gusty sigh of re lief . T he hosti le looks of the 
pa rents changed to bewilderment then to sm iles. 
Ne ither 's dignity was lost. In their hearts they 
we•·e glad to be fr iends again. They advanced and 
offered mutual congratulations. 

The crowd lapped and cheered frantica lly. The 
curta in dropped with noisy abandon , then wound 
itself up clumsily. .:\lary and .:\lay. proud winners, 
stood swing ing hands. giggling and blushing f uri­
ously. 

At City Beach 
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The Healer-
/:or the ·• Goldt'll liVes!," by lames Polla.rd 

'' F you pity me," my old fr iend wrote 
"take my son fo r awhi le and se~ 
if you can help him to rega in his 
manhood. I cannot do anything 
fo r him. I th ink that I shall never 
want to see him again . Up in 
your big country he may recover 
h im elf. He will, anyway, have 
there a chance to star t afresh .. " 

I did pity th e old man. Be­
ca use ] loved both him and his 

wife, wh ich was natural, as we were friends from 
chil dhood. I was cut to the heart when, years ago, 
hi s fi rst born son turned out a bad lot and left home 

son had lately made camp in my little Ior'-West 
town, and I instinctively felt that it would not be 
good for the brothers to meet. For Tom Lester, 
to use the name by which he was known here, was 
bad, a man with whom it was ill for anyone to come 
in contact, and a man whom all men in and around 
Rind i-Rindi hated like poison. We hated him not 
because' he was bad . but because <Jf the wife he had 
brought to Rindi-Rindi. \ i\Then we looked into Jean 
Lester's pale drawn face, involuntari ly we cursed 
the man who held her. 

Pondering these matters as I leaned against my 
doorpost and ta red across the railway, and across 
the ky-seeking plains to the distant Ten Rock Hills, 

la11c Broolt bl'low the Swi111'111i11g Pool, Na.ti01wl Park 

and people appa rently fo r good and all. He had. 
we believed, merged with the unna med and the un ­
known who are the Yagabonds of the hinter land. 
r\nd now when the othe r s n wa an outcast who 
would be sp urn ed I y a ll :.mod society. T fe lt tha t 
the old co uple's sor row wou ld be such as ] cou ld 
scarcely conceive. This letter, coming to me soon 
after the newspapers had done with the unhappy 
sto ry. made me fee l glad that T had. rema ined un­
mat-ried . 

My first inclination was to write declining to have 
anything to do with you ng-Benny :\f irell , let us 
say. A nd th is not because of any distas te for th e 
boy, but because of the strange fact that the elder 

T uddenly changed thought. would have Benny 
here. 

I think that Nature nudged my elbow at that 
instant, reminding me, as often she has done, that 
fi r st impul es are generally traitorou ; and l have 
learnt to trust her when she nudge· me to second 
thinking. So, Benny should come to me. Helping 
me in my work a local tock and station agent, he 
wou ld spend much time in the open, often travel ling 
long di tances in the country's quiet, and the healing 
influences of the out-of-door would be good for 
him. As to what might happen when he met Tom­
somehow, and curiously, l had no fears. 

Benny came, a thin, gaunt wreck of young man-
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hood. From a glance at him no one could have 
thought that a college professor had once marked 
him clown as a future Rhodes scholar. 

Naturally I expected to find him broken in spirit, 
tired of life. In teacl, I found in him a pirit flaming 
against man, God and the devil, and a will to live 
that he might cheat the fates whi ch had cheated 
him. 

"I don't blame you for getting your ideas of love 
and life twisted," I told him not unsympathetically. 
"Give Iature a chance and she' ll stra ighten out 
your tangled notions." 

"Don't talk that stuff to me." Benny's shriven 
face drew into a sneer. "1 a tu re dealt me a crooked 
hand, and I guess she's stacked the cards against 
me for the rest of my time. I'll go my own way. 
It can't lead to a worse hell than I've been through. 
If it does, I won't grouse-and no one else will care 
a tinker's curse. Love!" His lips twi sted bitterly. 
"Nature made men to love so that she could torture 
them through life." 

I was silent, looking clown through hi s dark eyes 
into a soul afi re with pain and mi sery. In that 
moment I regretted his coming. ] think that he 
sensed my feeling-for the bitterness left his face 
and he looked away. Then he turned abruptly. I 
watched him walk across the yard to the stables. 
and heard him presently giving my horses their 
evening's feed. 

Tom Le ter was away prospecting 111 the Ten 
Rock Hill -you can count the ten peaks from my 
verandah on a clear day-and had been away a 
fortnight. To one knew when he might return, not 
even his wife; and no one cared-and my heart 
bid me add, not even his wife. 

I had anticipated that a friendsh ip would form 
between Jean Lester and Benny. She was the only 
young woman in Rindi-Rindi. and there were not 
many women there at a11, ince a sly grog shop, :t 

store and half a dozen tin shanties were all that 
made the town. And Benny was the only young 
man. But I did not expect to see on thi s night, 
which wa Benny's second night in th e place, the 
young couple walking together slowly along the 
track that leads to the farthest stars across the 
plain , with head clo e togethe r a th ough they 
had the world's cares between them and no thought 
for anyth ing or anyone el e. Yet so T did see, ami 
I went indoors and at down to my book . telling 
myself that Benny was a fast worker and thinking 
rather grimly that he wa going headlong to meet 
another tragedy. 

"You know the g irl is married," I said to him two 
clays later. "\Vhy don't you leave her a lone?" 

He looked at me through narrowed lids. Tf he 
had lashed at me with his tongue T could not have 
blamed him. 

"If the g irl loves me and I love her," he replied 
slowly, "noth ing on earth will make me leave he1· 
alone." He laughed queerly. "You know how Fate 
made me pay a price for one girl' Jo,·c. l'm hnkinc: 
for a chance to get eYen with Fate." 

"Have you no shame?" I asked him quietly. "No 
memory of the good that was in she who died­
l\hry? Have you no respect for the good that is in 
every woman?" 

A shadow crossed his face . "I'm sorry that you 
mentioned her name-Mary," he answered me, and 
turned away. 

He puzzled me. He was, I felt sure, bent on 
breaking Jean's life into the wreckage of his own; 
and yet there was an odd quality in his voice at 
times, and an odd look on his face, that prevented 
me f rom thinking that he was utterly bad. 

As I stood watching him walk along the sandy 
road toward Le ter's hut, I thought that perhaps 
it was stupid of me to think that life for Jean 
Lester could be made any wor e to bear. Perhaps 
good would come of this f riend ship-and with that 
faint hope I dismissed the matter again. 

The gi rl helped to strengthen this hope with her 
talk the next day. "God is good to send a man like 
Benny into my li fe," she told me. 'Don't misjudge 
me, please. Benny has told me something of his 
story, and I am sorry for him, and pity him. And 
every woman likes to help a man to mend his soul." 

"It's a dangerous liking, Jean," I said reflectively. 

A wraith-like smile momentarily softened her lined 
face. "You think we might love? \ iVell, what if 
we do? Love has not treated either of us fa irly. 
But perhaps [, anyway, will avoid danger. You see, 
there is T <Jm." 

I had the certain knowledO'e that if she did love 
Benny, Tom would count for nothing ; but I kept 
that knowledge in my hea rt. I was also certain 
that whi lst she avoided the dang·er suggested, Be1my 
would court it as he courted her-but again I was 
silent. Meanwhile I was relieved to find that the 
g irl was still sane. 

"vVhen do you expect Tom?" 
Her face lost expres ion. She spoke tonelessly. 

"Any day." 

T could not speak further. ntil this girl wa 
utterly broken , she was the sort who would defend 
her husband unto the ga tes of hell. And although 
she was to her husband a the young tree to the 
parasitic creeper, yet sooner would T see her die 
se rving her husband than give herself to Benny. 

Benny was inclined to boast the next day. "Jean 
would go with me anywhere. 1 am certain," he in­
formed me. "Thank God he wa here to break 
the loneline s." 

I looked at him. Those last words did not har­
monise with the light in his eyes, the light of the 
conqueror wi lling to hi conquest 1·eckless of all 
else. 

"vVhat about her husband ?" I queried . 

He oTinned. "If you had a parrot the bird would 
by this time have that question off by heart." nd 
that was all he said. 
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Mid-morning next day I stood watching a black 
speck away out near the hills. By mid-afternoon 
the peck had grown to a horse only a few miles 
away, and within a nother hour the animal was 
standing at my gate, standing with head clown al­
mo t to the ground, its legs wide and shaking with 
weakness . P resently it lay clown. 

As I app roached it, Benny joined me, and I saw 
Jean hurrying up the road from he r hut. 

"Thi s i Le ter's hor se," I commented , guessing 
that Jean had recognised the ani ma l and was coming 
to examine it. 

Broken rein dangled from the horse's bit. The 
saddle had onl y one stirrup leather. 

J ean took in these details at a glance and a iel, 
qui te w ithout emotion: "Tom has had a fa ll. He i 
out omewhe re on the pla in s." he turned fo r a long 
g lance out over the sun-baked. shadcless reaches of 
sand and scndJ, then turned back to me. "\ i\T ill 
you give me a horse 7 I w ill seek him." 

I fe lt t·athe r than saw 1 enny start. Then I 
observed that he was quiverin g- where he toocl, one 
hand th rown forwat·d in an indefinable gestu re, and 
hi s eyes were piercing as he gazed at Jean. "You 
don't mean to say," he ct·iecl , "that you will go into 
that desert to find him." 

The old sad smile crossed the gir l's face a she 
returned hi s g lance. and J knew that her look of 
pity was no more fo r the man ly ing out on the 
plains than it W'!S for her ow n heartache, but was 
all fo r Benny. 

I believe that the lad under "tood how and what 
she fe lt and thoug·ht. A nyway, he smi led and, 
smiling-, omething ha r sh and brutal passed fo r ever 
from him. "Y(I tt are wrong." he sa id qui etly, gently, 
and I had a queer feeling that he was remote from 
us. "I wi ll go." 

He t urned abr uptly and went to the table ; and 
within a few minutes he was riding my brown mare 
Dolly, and lead ing Star. away to1 a rc! the purple 
mists that in the evening· deepened the vei ls upon 
the Ten Rork Hi ll . !\ nd he had never a backwa rd 
glance for Jean or me. 

"Good fot· him ." T hea rd mysel f say ing. "Help 
me to lift th is horse, Jean." 

Between us we got the exhausted animal on to its 
feet. a nd that laborious job rid us of some of the 
strain which those tense mom ents as we stood around 
the horse had la id upon us. 1 put the horse in 
Dolly's loose box. keeping Jean with me. talking. 
working, whilst we watered and feel the an im al 
and saw to its comfo rt. Then we repait·ed to my 
hou e-to wait. 

Of the fi ndi ng of Tom T hea rd afterwa rd. 

Tom sa id: "He came to me about th ree in the 
mornin'-a young fe llow dropping from his horse 
and standi ng over me where I lay with a broken 
leg, just w here T was th rown when my horse put 
its foot· into a hole. - n' he talked sort of quiet 

an' soft, saying: "I'm o·lad I've found you. If you 
hadn't fired your gun I'd have ridden past you, 
mile away. Yes, I'm glad I saw those gun flashes 
and found you-'cos there' a girl back in Rincli­
Rindi who wanted to come and find you herself, 
for all that you're a skunk of a man who ought 
to be left to burn out here under to-morrow's sun.' 

n' then he bent down and looked at me closely 
w ith the a id of a match light, an' stood up again 
breathing: "You!" 

"I fe lt like saying that, too. • But I was dam' 
near dead. One clay's sun had been enough for me. 

"He gave me a drink. \ Ye sat awhile, quiet. 
Then I fe lt like talkin' . An' we told one another 
'bout everything we had to tell. Talked under the 
watching stat·s, knowing that the wind was listening, 
and knowing, too, that a heart-invadin' silence was 
in the night between sky an' desert an' the ever­
lasting hills. An' because of the talk. an' becau e 
of the si lence. I was made a new man, waitin' to 
come back al ive to Jean. Jean !" 

That was Tom's stot·y. Benny's was never told: 
but it was not hard to understand what happened 
to him. \ Vhen the two men came home together 
toward the next evening, and Jean and I met them 
by my gate, I aw that the look on Benny's face 
was no longer a boy's look. 

"Jean!" Lester whispered as he slid from hi s 
horse. His call brought an an wering whisper from 
the girl's lips as she took his weight against her 
frail body. t\ncl I k"11ew, and Benny knew, that 
man and wife had found the treasure which they 
had not found in that clay when they had knelt 
together for the l\ [a ter' blessing. 

For a moment ere she led her man away, Jean 
looked up to Benny as he sat resting in hi saddle. 

ne! she smi led. And Benny smiled through the 
reel du t that wa on his face. T o me it eemed 
that an unspoken farewell and an unspoken thanks 
were expressed by each look and smile. 

I did not see Benny again until early next morn­
ing. Then he approached my verandah on a hor e 
of hi own, equipped for a ride afar. 

"Good-bye." he told me. "I am glad I came to 
Rincli-Rindi. T am going away-where, I don't know, 
but anywhere where the talking silence of the bush 
can reach me, where the star s can watch over me 
and the win Is listen." He sat a little mot·e ere t 
and sta red g ravely dow>1 at me. "Once only have 
we mentioned 1\[ary. Once again, now-to tell you 
that she wil l a lways live with me." He ea t a far 
g lance aero s the l·onely plain. "In all that has 
h~ppened la tely I have found the true meaning of 
li fe and love. and I know that 1 can be t cheat 
Fate by cher ishing my discovery. Love?" he said 
as though asking a question. "Tt is the most abiding 
thing in life. 

"Good-bye.'' 

I watched him until the night had taken him 
and hi horse and the faraway plain unclet· its 
mantle. T was sad because T should miss him: 
and vet I was happy, too, in hi g-oing-happy not 
on ly because two men h<~cl been brought by Natu re's 
healing to the finding of their better elves. and not 
only because two twisted !oYes had been untangled. 
but a lso, and Yery g reatly. because two men and a 
rri rl and I had been hown that "there is a divinity 
which shape our ends, rough hew them how we 
will." 
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St. Ceorye's T errace. Perth, j1·o·m the Ba.rracl?s 

Th e Drive_. Nai'io110 1 Park 
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Bunbnry, th e Tlwiving Po·rt of the Sonfh-West 

A t Larkinv ille Find 
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A Pool 111 the Tim be.r Cou-n/1'3' 
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The 

bounda ry. 

Dingo Pup-

L-11 \:GS were very bad on the Kitty, 
fou r years of hard pluo·a ino· t ryi ng 

to pick up th e 1·eef that ~~as "mai,ing 
r ich men of the fou r decent fe llows 
who ow ned the P .i\I., a 12-acre lease 
next to mine. They had worked the 
r eef to within a few feet of my 

I was at last fOI'ced to ge t exemption, and do 
something to keep the pot boil ing. 

I dec id ed to get a few rabbit trap , catch ral bits 
and bri ng them into the loca l town alive, kill ing 

For the "Golden West " by Jack R ea 

10-foot clear patch in the jam scrub. I was quick 
with my gun but had to take a pot-luck shot into 
the scrub ahead o f where the phantom disappeared, 
but r unn ino- •on was pleased to find it was indeed a 
lt~cky shot, fo r struggling at my feet was a thorough­
bred dingo bitch . l was about to g i,·e her her quietus 
when I fe lt somethi ng bru sh between my feet and 
I gave a jump, startled :~t the contact with some­
thing living, and saw a dingo pup. 

1 ch·opped my gun to the ground and watched a 
scene that made me wish my shot had not been so 
lucky. The pup was a ball o[ fu r and about the size 

The Tra 11 q11il B11sh 

them as thev we re sold. I fo und thi s a profitable 
business ami was abl·e to still do a bit of poking 
ab ut on the lease and save a fe w pound towa rd s 
having th e last try to pick up the golden chute of 
the P .M. . , .... ! 

One evenin o· after fi ni shing the etti ng of my 
traps, and walking back over the line o[ them to 
release all sor ts of un fo rtuna tes, magp ies, crows, 
goannas, etc., and perh aps a fe w ea rly {ossickers in 
the way of r abbits, and re-set the traps, I had j u t 
cros eel the bounda ry line of the main work ings 
of the ·l( itty when I saw a reel streak fl ash acro a 

of a native bear, with reddish-brown colouring;, " 
sharp nose, pricl,ecl ears, very bright eyes, fou r white 
tipped feet and a white t ip to his tai l. 

He didn't take a bit of not ice of me but went 
straio·ht to h is mother, who threw one fore-leg 
across his body and when he nugglecl clown raised 
her head and gave him two or three parting licks 
and d ied. 

lf I cou ld have recalled that hot l would have. 
But a pound wa a pound in those clays. I christened 
the pup F luff and pushed him into my trap sack. I 
t ok off the mother's scalp with a strip of sk in 
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back to the t:Jil , and a lthough a bit sad wa pleased 
that the pound sca lp money and th e pound fo r F luffy 
dead or a live meant a few weeks more tucker in 
the box and-well, who could tell. lu ck must change 
some clay. 

The li ttle fellow wasn't hard to plea e in the 
way of food . He quickly t ransfe rred hi affect ions 
to me and if l hut him in the camp would sit up 
and g ive vo ice t prolonged dingo howls unt il re­
leased. 

I kept him for a few clays and cleciclecl to sell 
him, o one even ing after sett ing up the t raps I 

A H'llsh Road 

yoked up and drove into the township, taking F lu ff 
a long. J wa lucky on a rriva l to meet a mate who 
took a great fancy to th e pup. l to ld him hi ;; 
ped igree, ful l bred dingo, coll ected hi s pound and 
deposited the little outlaw in a wire-netted enclosure. 

ome ti me la ter a friend pa ing stopped and asked 
me if I had heard about catty, a neighbour's cl ucks. 
\ly heart missed a beat. ..Xo," I sa id. " \Vhat's up ." 
" \Ve\1 , old ·catty's cha si ng round with an axe look­
ing for you. that dingo you so ld hi foste t· on killed 
ix muscai'Y drakes. catty got up early to feed 

them and fou nd them with their throats neatly 
chewed and the pup enjoy ing a sleep, full of blood 
and contentment. He probably owed his li fe to the 
fact that he looked o like a well-bred Kelpie and 
Scatty, I eing Scotch, thought before he st ruck" 

\\' hile Free! was telling me this I had my eye 
dow n the main street and saw the pup's purchaser 
coming a long with the offender on a tow rope. He 

breathlessly told me the story o i catty's clucks and 
handing F lu ffy over to me, he sa id ... There. you are 
to take him back." 

"Oh, but," J sa id, '' .1 so ld him to you as a dingo 
and I didn't know there were cluck in the yard." 

' 'I don't want you to buy him back," he sa id , "I. 
know he' worth a pound to me. or to you, dead, 
but you won't ki ll him.'' 

\iV ith that he lef t me and Fl u ff was again mine. 
I drove on ra ther pleased with myself and the wo rld 
in general unt il it st ruck me th at things were 
rather quiet in the cart. The reason was soon ap-

'Ill the South-West . 

parent. l t cost me one pound of butter, :md a very 
g reasy littl e dingo absolutely refused to understand 
me when I remonstrated with him. I over took Frecl 
on the bush track and a he wa going my way I 
gave him ·a lift. "I've been thinking about th at 
pup," he sa id. "and if the lad hasn 't sold him I'll 
g ive him a quid for him ; there's a fellow li ves near 
me, he's a Jimmy \1\loodser," got a lot of fowls, 
le t 'em nm and live on what they can pinch and 
they're a fai t· cu rse to me. Yes. I'll give . him a 
qu id." 

" !right Fred," I sa id. ''you can ha1·e hjm. I've 
got him here, and aga in Fluff and I parted company. 

.. :\Iysterious d i appearance of poultry, twenty hens 
and three cocks vani h into thi n air.' ' o ran ~ 
subseq uent paragraph in the loca l paper. 

F lu ff was aw ay abou t a week when one evening, 
after setti ng my t raps, l got home rather tired anrl 
a bit lonely to rece i1·e an OYerwhe lming welcome 
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i rom an ove ri oyecl and very much swollen clog wh u 
was half-way through to-morrow's corned beef. But 
there was a lso a pa r·cel cont ai ning tw baked pullet ~ . 
and a note from Free! te ll ing me that Fluff's work 
was cl one, and that as he, Free! , had evened up 
old se res and was show ing a profit he made me a 
present of some of th e spoil and Fluff a~ well . 

\\lh en l ~ lu ff was s ix msrrth s old w were passi ng 

panned otT the loam and to my delight got a nice 
ta il of fine gold and one or two fa ir-sized specks. 
\\ ' ith feveri h haste J. clolliecl two o f the larg er pieces 
of quartz. \\ 'hen l panned it o ff I couldn't belie1·e 
my eyes. Ca refully putting the di sh aside l got 
another one, cleaned th e dolly pot out and put 
th rough another ampl e : the re ult was e1·en better. 

I straightaway ;;egged out another lease, as this 

( 

,·/ fta Jl ' intrr Rains. Nati(llw/ Pari< . 

close to the spot where I made hi s acq uaintance 
when suddenl y he sighted a rabbit and di sappeared in 
the patch of scrub, I followed and found him, or part 
of him, the ta il end just visible, in a big de erte cl 
burrow. loucl s of dirt, earth and pebble were 
being ejected so I sat clown and let him dig. After 
a while he backed out, sat and looked at me. then 
at th e burrow and told me stra ight that he had clone 
his best and it wa - n w up to me t dig the rabbit 
out, but I r ef u eel. However. l th ught I'd take 
a sa mple of the ea rth F luff had dug out and filled 
a mall Joa ming bag. In doing so l picked up a 
sma ll p i ~ce of quartz as big as a walnut. Scratching 
through the loose ea rth that F lu ff had rooted out l 
found a few more pi eces and as it was only a short 
d istance to the ca mp, much to the clog's di sgust I 
decided to r eturn and "dolly" the sa mples . F irst 

fi nd was ri o·ht on my boundary line, and fortunatel y 
in the centre of the main line of reef. 

The rest i hi tory. . \ few hour s' \\'Ork the next 
clay wa ufflcient to uncover a reef that was rich 
and easily worked and 1·epaicl me for all the years 
I had worked hard as a pro peclor. It was my 
bonanza! I named the mine the Lucky hot, but 
before the reef was fully developed Fluffy had 
grown up and took to d isappearing at night when 
the dingo pack ranged the hill . ometime he would 
an wer their cal ls, then at last the ca ll s of the wild 
prevailed and he went to fulfi l hi li fe's mission 
where he bel nged. t\ncl odd times wh en the 
d ingo call s drifted weirdly th rough the night' still­
ness I could a lways recogni e one cry that was 
somewhat different to the others and thought of its 
owner with grat itude and affection. 



44 [ 193 1- 19321 THE GOLD E.'\ \ \'E T. Special number of lhe W.A. " J>aslornlist and Grazier" 

The Pastoral Industry-
Some Economic Aspects 

• •• #~-. 

fly /1'. / •. Salldri'.I'O II. 

~m.'\ the subj ect of wool is 
mentioned, one is inclined 
to visualise vast open 
spaces, where la rge num­
bers of sheep a re depas­
tured, and from which 
many thousands of bale 
are obtained . 

r\ nother picture that 
comes to those who have 
not had experience of pas­
toral life i th e owner of 
these vast fl ocks comfort­
ably travel linP' a round in 
his motor ca r and viewing 

with atisfaction at shear in"' time the snowy fl eeces, 
which will eventua lly be turned into a st ream of 
rrold . 

Those who a re engaged in the indu try know the 
a rduous pioneering work' that has built up th e fl ocks, 
the out-back conditi ons fat· from ci,·ilisation, I ravely 
faced by the womenfol k, th e intense heat in summer 
and the dread of sickness and accident. when the 

rcrcla ry of !he Pasloralisls' Associalio11 of IV.A. (Juc.) 

nearest medical offi cer i hundreds of mi les awav. 
Do the city dwellers, with the modern appliances 

of labour-saving devices and com fo rts value these 
as the ir country sister would if such things were 
possible? 

How many of the business men and workers 
realise the amount of employment provided by the 
enterprise of the man wh o was pt·epared to go afie ld 
and grapple with nature in the development of a 
pastoral property? Although almost everyone has 
at times their busi ness wonie . none except those 
engaged in the pastoral industry have had the te r­
r ible exper ience of fighting a drought. when water 
and feed a re scarce, stock dying and the result of 
many years of labour being lost in a season. 

I well r emember callin~ one evening at a sta tion 
whi ch was in the throes of such conditions and 
being struck with the misery showing through th e 
faces of the station ow ner and his fa mil y. Before 
sundown heavy clouds were banking up and upon 
expressing the opinion that rain was likely. I wa~ 
informed that many such occurrence had taken 
place, but the long-prayed- fo t· t·a in had not even­
tu ated. 

uddenly the stor m burst and the months of wait-

.1/ eri11os at GIIOWO /I gerup 
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ing was over . vVith th e fi rst drops of rai n on the 
r of the pent-up fee lings of the women fo lk gave 
way and their unashamed tea r s showed only too 
weil the t remendous train they had been under-
g-o ing. . 

Nature chast tseth th ose wh m she loves best and 
after they have been thu s proven, an am·one envy 
th e rewards that she has bestowed . 

The wealth that has come to Austra lia through 
the labout·s of such peopl e has been widely cli tri­
butecl . Think of the employ ment provided 1 y the 
countle s miles of fencing wire . th ousands of wincl-
111il ls, etc., manufactured and erected on the holdings 
of the woolgrowet·s; the ton of galvan ised iron 
used in the building of hearing sheds , tanks and 
homestead : the t ransport of such materials over 
our railway s and f rom th e sidings to the propertie ; 
the men employed on the stations and those engaged 
ior shearing operations, th e cartag-e of the resultant 
r lip and the handling of sa me by the railway men, 
in tran it to th e wool stores; the work of checking, 

ll'ooi jor despatch to the ;:,"t.'aboarc 

stacking and show ing of the wool, the buyers en­
gaged in valuing and purchasing ame, then the 
cat·ters again hauling the wool to the wharves after 
the bales ha1·e been clumped ready for ·h ipment ; 
the lLtmpet·s loading the wool into the ships for dis ­
tribution to a ll part o [ the globe. the clerical staffs 
employed in checking and accounting all these move­
n•ents, then th e manufacture of the wool mto the 

Shcorl'!'s and Shed 
1/am/s in transit on 

the .llurchison 

va ri ous cloths, sock· . ca rpets. garments. etc., the 
hand ling of ame hack through the various channels 
to the consumet·, the huge staffs of the merchant 
fi rms and reta il houses engag-ed in sel ling and de­
livering the goods! 

These are on ly some of the r suits of the original 
production of wool and go to show the dependence 
of ALL in ,\ustralia. on an industry which prov ide; 
;tpp rox imately SO per cent. of om t ta l income. 

The prosperity of .\u st ralia clming the year -
1923-28 was ma inly due to the prices received for 
cur wool and our pre ent troubles would Yanish if 
such prices again returned . This, ho11·ever, is not 
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possible until tariff wars cease and inte rna tional 
trade is re-establi heel . :Honey is only the medium 
of ex hanging good and took the place of barter. 
when increased production made such a system too 
cumbersome. 

J\Joney, th erefo re, i111ply reprc;ents a certain 
quantity of good :tncl it is not poss ible to continue 
t t-aclc ind efinitely unle we ar prepared to accept 

goods in return. lt is possible fo r a time to take only 
money in payment of our expo rted goods, but i f we 
wet-e se! £-conta ined and continued exporting we 
wou ld eventually drain our custome rs of a ll their 
gold and they would have nothing left with whi ch to 
buy our upplies. 

1\ merica is a lready more or less in su h a position, 
whi ch has been aggrava ted to a cer ta in extent by 
th e collect ion of war debt owed to her by the lli e3. 
Thi s condition ha s led to bankrupt countries in­
fl at ing currencies, which by their depreciated va lue 
requ ire more with which to purcha e goods. . \u s­
tra lia 's, and many other countri es' clept-essed con­
clition i due to ou r refusa l to ma inta in t rade. by 

accept itw goods in r eturn for th ose we supply, and 
a lso to overbo rrowing and accu mul at ing a debt which 
has dra ined th e country of ur gold that cou ld ha,·e 
been used to purchase articles produced m other 
lands. r 

Some will say that B rita in, without a tariff. i,; 
just as bad ly o f'f as other countri es. lt req uires ,·ery 
littl e th.oug,ht to realise that she wa s made the 

clumping g round fo r the surplus products of al l 
other nati ons, who took littl e or no goods in return 
but demand ed payment in gold . \ Vith her own 
manufact uring industries idl e she Ita this conse­
quent loss o f gold and two mill ions of her worker. 
unemployed. 

The world to-day is rea lly made up of isolated 
g roups, r presen ted by the di ffe rent nation all tryin~ 
to lt ve wtt h111 th e111 se lves. a ll with certain ut-pins 
exporta ble products th at each re lttircs but who are 
unable to get rid of same because they will not 
accept goods in return. 

The obvious way to break fr om thi position d 

P i c/.•i11.Q ! .arks 011 " I' i t::: r oy St ct l io11. 
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stalemate is surely to ha ve a r eadjustment of inter­
nat ional ta riff barri <:! rs and at th e sa me time a writing· 
down of international debts. T hen. and then only, 

L'p to the la ·t date of official rec01·d ing there were 
9,55(!,823 sheep in the Stale but these figures are 
subj eel to a dditi on. Th e est imated ,-alue of twelve 

J-------------~---~--~--~--------------------------------~------~ 

Caml'i T,•a ii/ S zvith TVoo l for l.ondon Shi(l n1 cnt . 

wi ll th e cloud s of dep ress ion be permanently lifted. 
living wi ll be chcat)e r and t·he costs of production 
lowered. 

TFI.E I AST SEASON. 

Excepting in a comoaratively smal l area, stretching 
from immed iate ly onth o f Ca rna rvon across to J)Or­
ti ons of the Lower M urch ison. the season throughout 
the pasto ral a reas of \Vestern . \ ust ralia has been 
a good one. 

ln the a reas south o f Geraldton to the Great 
South ern line and those of the Eastern d istricts. 
the s·eason has also been _good, pa1·ti cul a rl y in r egard 
to the feed in g values of pas tures. with the res ult 
the supp li s of fa t lambs t hand were of ve ry good 
qua li ty. 

Th e a ve rage price o f wool for th e 1930 season 
was 7.67cl . per lb. hu t s ince the opening of this 
,:eason, when wool wa s a t 6.44cl . per lb., th e pri ce 
has improved a nd at the third sale :1ve rage d 9.67<!. 
per lb. . ..... 

The 1·ate of exchange, 30 per cent. between Britain 
a nd A ustral ia, may be said to have mainly infhrenced 
the imp rovement. whil st cheaper freig·ht rates and 
the fact of Britain ha 1·ing gone o li' the gold tandard 
played some par t. H owever , there appe:-~r s to have 
been a light hardeni ng in th e mark et. clue. no doubt. 
to s ign s of returning confidence. parti cularly a mong 
the traders of Rradfon l. and th e success of the 
l'" nse n ·a tive s a t the r ecent e lec ti ns in Brita in . 

* * * 

month s' pas toral product ion was given at £5,835,0 '3 . 
\Nool exports from \V .. \. por ts for the twelve 

111 nth s ending June. 19.10. amounted to 191,83-t ba les 
(greasy), of a 1· ::t!ue of .£2.7 11 ,0 16. and -1438 ba les 

Cat/ le ut .\'oo!.·a·;,·arrail. .lrurchisou. 

(scoured) . va lue £68.097. ll'hibt for the six month s 
end ing 31st J)ccember. 1930. the ligme-; were:­
Creasy: !{: ti cs. 139.61-t: \'a luc. f5(l7 .355. Scomcd: 
llales. 3.02.1; va lu es. £33.749. 

l f olstriu C(! ttlc. l?ncbo umc District. 
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By the Blood-Red Route to 
Kimberley Goldfields 

by John Drayton 

HERE'S a good many things 
that look like gold," solil o­
qu ised the prospector. 
examining und er his 
magnify ing g lass a piece 
of rock, and--." The 
whi zz of a spear cut 
hot·t hi observations. 

The razor-edged barbs 
pi ughecl a wide swathe 

in the bush o f hairy under­
growth rooted in his chin section, and passing be­

· tween the shou lder and the jaw, drew a tri ckle of 
blood f rom hi ear. At the in stant of contact a 
rifle snapped within a few feel and his mate carr ied 
on the broken rumin at ion- "_\n' there's a lot o[ 
th1ngs that look like sudden death. I've just seen 

tinued the cable service f rom E ngland by way of 
Po rt Darwin, in the north of A ustralia and Adelaide, 
in the south, and though th e line-layers did not 
develop their strike, news of it was flashed east 
and outh and prospector s from Victoria and Queen -
land trickled in to the unknown and untravelled 
region-and opened payable ~ields at Pine and Yam 
creeks . J oe K or man and Tom Spencer were two of 
the vanguard of the a rmy that, later, invaded the 
:\ orth and North -West. n their way to the reported 
strike of big gold a t l( i mberl ey (West . \ ustralia). 
Their mates, Robe rts, Bracly and Hard felclt, had 
headed south from the paning of ti1eir ways at 
T he Devil's i\ la rbl es. 170 miles we t from tht: 
Queensland border. The arra ngement was for a 
meeting about th e P ine Creek district in thr~e 
month s, and th e period had exp ired at the time 

Q·;>cr/alld iii !J i11 /h a Far North 

one of them. This is a good littl e gun.'' he con­
tinued irrelevantly. "Point blank at SO yards . A ll 
I could see was the white of the nigger's eye. Hi s 
hand went up. he went clown and the rifl e barked 
like it wa s one motion, qu icker'n you could clap 
your hand s. Good job you were tooping. If you'd 
been stanclin ' up that stick would ha,·e gone through 
you like a hot nail through a pound of butte r.' ' 
The other li fled his batte red hat: "Thanks to the 
Prov idence that looks after good pros pectors and 
bad li ttle boys" he said-and not entirely without 
reverence. ":\light be our luck' s in J oe, and our 
names a re printed on something rich and new in this 
area." 

Gold had been specked by men engaged in th e 
erect ion of the O\'erland telegraph line that con-

of our discO\·ering J oe and Tom in country where 
the abor igi nes were hostile and always resentful 
of the e1~try of white men to any part of tl1eir 
hunting groun ds. \ 'Veil a rmed and learned in the 
ways of the nat iv s th ey kept their cour se. always 
canying th e ir li ves in the ir hands. staking then· 
cx i tence on the chance of the g reat gamble for 
new wea lth-of thei r own makin g-. o fa r Xorman 
and hi s mate had jou rneyed a fely, their longe•·­
ranged r ifl es holding · the spea r -a rmed blacks at 
cli tance. One only. brave,· than hi s fe llow warriors, 
had snaked to within spea r-thro\\· of the two men. 
H e had been accounted fo r, his spea rs broken and 
hi s hair feather s removed- to th e eternal di grace 
of a spirit doomed to wand er, unarmed and di -
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credited with the low-cas tes of the t r ibe s in The 
Great amp. 

"I don 't think they'll come at us agai n," sa id 
~orman. "But a ll the sa me l 'd like to I e wit11 
th e other fe ll ows in one bunch. Five men' more 
numerous th an two, i f it come to a rea l scrap w ith 

Thr 1\ O.ll.iJoroo TJ /till er 

one of the t rong ha nds of bucks on the warpath.'' 
\ Vhi le s pe~ king he had been search ing the southern 
skyline: " Is tha t smoke from a black' s ca mp '" he 
asked. 1-lis mat ~ st udied the cloud for a few 
seconds: "T oo hig for black s." he commented . 
"Tha t' ll be Rrady. l .ct' s make a 1noke to him." 

bund le o f the g reen bush was set afire a nd from 
it went a thick black cloud. Almo t imm ediateiy 
there was a respond ing patch in the southern dis­
tance, first a rush of thick smoke indicating the 
heap in o· of g reen g rowth on a fire, then puffs, as 
the moke was cut off I a blanket. "Three-Two­
Two," ta lli ed ) oe. "That's Brady and they're in 
trouble. Five mile a way and our horses nearly 
knocked up. But we've got to g t to them." 

Brady was in trouble, and unhapJ)ily fo r hi mates 
the bolt had come out o[ a clear sky. They had 
·ot on a "specking patch" of surface gold, 35 miles 

north of Pine Creek, near good water . about which 
the1·e were no signs of recent enca mpment by 
blacks. In the excit ement of the rcco ,·ery of rich 
values they had ove l'l ooked the poss ibility o f attack . 
\ \Then it came th ey were unprepared . Xot a sound 
other th an the occas ional •·ing of a pick as it st ruck 
a stone, or th e tinkle of gravel running over th e 
blade of a shovel, disturbed th e desert ilence. Mov­
ing noise lessly a. th e . hadow of Death. a band of 
V\Tappite braves took cover in a clump of bush fifty 
yard from wh ere the white men were working . 
they rem ai ned unseen. while a shower o[ . pears 
wh ist led in their 1·ush through the a ir . One thro wn 
by the strong hand o[ a chief went through Hard­
fe ldt from back to brea tbone. .'\not her lodged in 
his shoulder and one in hi s thigh. His rifle wa 
within five feet-as far out o f reach as if it had 
been in a store in the south. He cou ld not move. 
B•·ady, a littl e apa rt f rom the other . was rushed 
by a g iant black who had snatched a miner' pick 
as he pas. ed the diggings . r\ blow on the temple 
dropped Hrady wh o. ns he fell, threw a hammer 
at hi assn ilant and put him out of comm i sio11. 

tupefied but not un conscious. he saw the !lacks 
l oting the i•· ca mp and po st>ss ing themselve of the 
food and clothing- there. l nable to ··i e. he knew 
nothing of the pos ition o f hi mates . Hours 
e lapsed before he r ecove red vitalit y sufficient to 
su ta in an effor t ~o move towa rd s the scene o f the 
brief affray. Tn the inten . e quiet he realised that 
the blacks had di persed . at least fo r the time. 
F rom it. too, he ;5a the red that the worst had be­
fallen hi companions. Painfully <h·agging himself 
to the ite o f the camp he f-o und them on the g round, 
pincush ion for a dozen spea rs- which had not 
been rem?ved. For th ese. a nd to mu ti late the dead, 
the wa rn or woul d return after their feast on the 
. to len goods of th e whites. T ony, the cook fo r the 
tea m, l:1y dead with a spear through him . Robert> 
and Harclfe ldt were aliYe. in dreadful agony, an,! 
Brady could do littl e to reli eve their ufferings. 
H e removed the spea rhead - whi ch he h ad to cut 
with his ~ heath -knife-and •·oughl y bound up the 
wound . To rema in in the camp meant death. The 
wounded men were almost unable to mo,·e and 
Brady t ill dazed f rom the blow of the pick 'could 
help the m but little. Then it was that he thought 
; f, the a rrangement with . 'orm an and pencer. 
·1 hey may be somewhere near" he peculatecl 

". I ' I! send some smoke up on the ~ff chance." Th~ 
s•gna l carried and the reply ;dTordecl encouragement. 
He returned to hi s mates : "Tf we could crawl a mile 
or two n_or th.'' he said, "we could signal Joe and 
T m aga m. and they ' ll come gallop in' ." " It won't 
make much difference." sa id Roberts. "but I'd like: 
IO shake h ~.nds and say good-lwe to the boys. Let's 
try it." · 

.-\ne! foot by foot , th eir Ji,·es leaking out at a 
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dozen ex its, the dying men "tried it." Their progress 
wa low, but tha t of the 1·escuers was as fast as 
tired hor es cou ld travel. ln th e range country, 
with no ma rks to g uide th m, :\ <;> rman went wide 
o f the point he a imed fo r a nd da rkness found him 
st ill out of touch with the other s. of wh ose de perate 
positi on he was una wa r e. The wounded men, ex­
ha usted f r m loss of I loocl and the pa in of their 
injuries, a11cl burned up with thirst, lay clown on 
the bare gTouncl a nd awa ited th e dawn . At break 
of clay Hard feldt wa too weak to move. He urged 
his ma te to go on. They did-to stay would not 
have helped him, a nd might haYe spelled the dead 
lini h for them. 

Hober ts. helped a lit t le by B rady, cra wled nine 
miles-then he turned it in: ''I'm done." he said, "I 
can't do any more. Y ou keep on north and smok e 
to No rman . He'll get to you in an hour or so ." 
I rady went on a lone. He was as a ma n in a dream 
wh en the rescue pa rty came on him but ab le to out­
line what had happened and direct them to the 
<pots wh ere th e i1· mates were ly ing. There they 
buri ed both . Th ree men, howeve r da ring, coul d 
not und erta ke thee senti a l puniti,·e ex pedition aga inst 
the \<Va ppite. Thirtv-fi,·e mil es ncrth was Rum j ung le 
cat tl e stati.on. to wh ich a message wa s ent. That 
J•; P"ht fifty riA es were cracking in th e hea 1·ing of thn 
blacks . , .... 

"Two of ;1 · out o f the ga me. and we haven ' t 
got wel l into the ough country vet." sa i I X or man 
to h is nntes at a winding-up conference. " \\'e may 
as weli clea n up this patch, divide the gold and 
split whil e ther 's a ny 1·e ma ining." lt w;1s agreed 
th ey go to Da rwin before dec idin g· fi na ll v a to the 
future of th e ir compani onship. ·ll e re pence r tk­
cla recl himself out. H e would gu sout h to i\ lelbournl' 
a nd return to hi . home in Hr ishane. 11rady and 
:\onn an dec ided tn stay togethe r til l they made a 
cl cent trik e- or went nncler. Spence r took pa;,­
sage i1! the stea me r Gothenbmg. bound south witil 
promi. e of a good trip. Th e first night out the hi p 
g rounded on ;• submerged reef. In ca lm weather 
there wa. no fea r. . he ,,·o tdd Aoat off a t high wa teL 
Tlu t there came a change. a hurri cane wind blew 
her fast on the 1·ee f a nd there she nouncled herself 
l o death. Of 117 on hoa rd but 22 were avecl. 

A Noc.•e/ Crushing P!c.11J I. 

pence r w as a mong the lust. 11 e was one selected 
to go in a li [eboat that had weathcr{:d the storm 
:tnd wa about to step in when he remembered he 
h;.t cl lef t hi s gold-belt. Rushing to hi s cabin on th e 

Th e Iluu trcss. 

deck he collected this. buckled it on, rush ed to the 
side a nd j umpecl f,Ol· the boat. Handicapped by the 
weight of th e meta L his leap was hort. he m1 s et! 
the craft, fell in the "·ate r and went clown like a 

stone. f cl . 
:\orma n and Brady had refitted r a secon tr~p 

south wh en ca me th e new s of ~ n ch, fincl __ of gold 111 
the K 1mberley country of \\ est . \u lt ,tiia. The 
g lad t idings 1·eached the outhern ta tes at a t n11e 
of se rious fin ancia l clepresswn , a nd th e find was 
ha il ed as the ppor tunity b ' the thousands to whom 
the cit ies o ff er eel nothing. They made the new 
find-whi ch was not a find. :\ orm an only left it. 
\ Vith a handful o f th e pioneer pirit the mate 
dec ided to pro pect in the a rea. They made camp 
near a w aterhole in coun try 140 miles north-ea t 
uf Turkey reek in Nor'-\\"e t \\ et .\u tral ia , on 
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a mil eage to whi ch it was supposed the northern 
and eastern bl ack would not penetrate. For 
month s they r emain ed and there was some promise 
o[ reward f rom their sea rch of the country. \ Vith­
out fea •· of blacks the men became careles in 
p reca uti ons for safety and not in f requently ·separated 
and remained apa rt fo r the wh ole o[ their wandering 
clay. ::--Jorman, desirous of see ino· what there mi o·ht 
be in a h il l some m il es off, had ,';;acle• an early st;r t, 
Hracly staying in ca mp to make a loaf of bread and 
cook up something fo r the evening meal. \ Vhil 
he was attend ing to the e domest ic duties a gin 
o·lidecl into the shade near him and sat clown. he 
cou ld not speak his language, but indicated that she 
wanted food . Looking past her he saw a g roup of 
painted bucks sea ted on the g round just out of re­
YO,lver range. He knew they were out to make 
t rouble ·for him. and sent the g irl away. They 

rema ined for some time and ag-ain the gin came in. 
' h is time to ask i f th ey co uld ra mp by the native 
well a short distance fr um th e tent. Permission 
"·as g iven, with th e wa rn ing th at i f th ey were not 
gone befo re dark he wonlcl shoot them-a mes ag-e 
not d ifficult to convey even by signs. The bucks, 
five in numl er, had satisfied th emselves the re wa s 
" nl .v one whi te man to deal with. ;t ncl cl ecidecl lo take 
a chance. Placing the g irl in front th ey walk ed in 
,·Jose s ing le fi le towards the ca mp, holding thet r 
·nears and wadd ies so that the1· ,·oulcl be hrouo·ht 
into immediate act ion. They knew the wh ite ~~~an 
would not shoot th e 1\'0IIlillt- so mu ch th ev lea rned 
fro m thei 1· kin smen wh o had moved in civil isat ion­
:-J nd kept her we ll in th e line of possible fire. Hraclv 
qoocl with his r iAc re:1dy , but use les . H e could not 
fi re on the gi n. \ \'ith no such scruples the gin 
ru heel as s on as she was within dis t·ance and 
iumped on his arm. In stantly the buck sw unr: 
into posit ion around him and hcfor he co ~tlcl break 

the g rip of the g irl five spears had been buried in 
hi s body. . . . Ile wa dead when Xonnan came in. 
The "r oll-up," sounded by beating of a tin di h, 
had ca lled the prospectors. a score of wh m as-
i tee! at the brief obseq uies. The e were armed, 

n t to fire a 1·oll ey at the graYe, but for le s sym­
pathetic work in the haunt of the natives. The 
ta k occupied the puniti 1·e exped iti on three clays. 
\\ ' hen it was completed to sati · faction it wa con­
·iclered the area was sa fer for the crude white 

democ racy of the Xor'- \\ -est . Ot1 the last night 
there was a gathering of the pioneers at Xor man' s 
tent and to these he set out his pc> it ion: " \\'e were 
five good men thr·ee years ago, when II'C left Queens­
land- in great hope. 1 am the last. Four li ve 
have been sacrificed for 500 ounces of gold, now ii1 
the bank at Darwin. They went to:> cheap!)-. l am 
go ing to show a better cli,·iclend, or go on to join 

the thers. \\' hen Tom Spencer and I were makin~ 
south to pick Brady and hi · team up he specked 
some nice gold in a small body of tone 40 n!tles 
north f Pine .-cek. r hal·e a hunch there I a 
!!'OOd thing ther·e. and l'm g-oing after it. 1f my 
;1ame' on it I'll · trike it rich- if not, well, it'll b.: 
anothe r miss. . . . T'm ·aying good-bye to you chaps 
here. Tf you'll take a word of ad 1•ice from a man 
who knows this cla s of country pretty well. gu 
~outh. T am convinced there i big gold down that 
wav-somewhere. Th re was. Three years later 
the~ wonderfully rich ~lurchi on wa opened. From 
this countrv Bavlev \\'Cnt to join his mate Bill Ford. 
awaitin<Y him at . ~uthern Cro.s. in the historic and 
da ri ng ';clvent re •hat res11lted in the di COI'e.ry of 
o~lgarcl i e. and a year later the Golden ~.Itle _at 

l(aio·o rlie. It was Xorman' - luck not to be Ill tht .. 
lli s advice wa g-ood. and other. acted on it t 
,..ubstantial profit . 

.Six 11·eeks after the mmtler of the la t o f his 
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mates he was in the section north of P ine Creek, 
wh ere he hoped to find a valuable ore body . On the 
way in he had stayed over at Darwin to submit a 
nropos ition to Bodd ington, the repre entative of 
London Gold l\Iining· Compani es in the Northern 
Territory: "You know of me," he said, ''I'm not a 
hunter of wild ats fo r bog·u company promoter s 
to put on th e London ma rket as the real ermine. 
l 'm after something big-and good. If I make a 
strike are you doing busi ness?" 

"Tf you show me the goods I'm a buyer," was the 
laconic rep ly. 

"Good enough." sa id the prospector. "If you don't 
hear f rom me in two months you may take it there 
is nothing doing. 1'11 have been accounted fo r by 
the blacks, and wi ll have gone across the range, to 
join th e boys. Good day." 

The ~\ ustra li an bushm~n "'ever "J.oses his place." 
To where he has been he can return. The A us­
tra lian wilde rn ess never loses it. character. The 
li\ fulga grey. s ilent. and inh osoitable is to-day as 
.it was a th ou and yea rs ago-as it will I c a thousand 
yea1·s hence. The onlv values in i.l are in the precious 
metal s which ;\l"ature has hi dden in th e almost 
inacce sihl e parts. to be the nri zes o f the ul tra­
c\ar imr of the gamblers who . take their live aga inst 
the sh«.dow of the bullion. Xorman was on the 
~not whe1·e he and Snenrer h:1d smoke-signalled 
Brarly a year before and where Spencer had exam­
iner! the piece o f golden stone a t which he wa< 
J.~ oking when th e black's pear sha1·cd a section of 

A Police Camp 

hi s chin. l re sa id then : "Perh aps our luck is in, ami 
we may be go ing to uncover something good . 
H ere's hopi ng." On th e hi ll 50 ya rd s away was an 
outcrop of milk wh ite qua rtz. ". \ buck reef," com­
mented Norman. ":--Jo use looking a t that." For a 
coup le of ha m s he napped stone f rom surface blows. 
with out r es ult. A dri nk of tea sounded good to 
him and he li ghted a few spr igs o f the scrub and 
boiled hi s qua rtpot. Afte1· th e scanty meal he threw 
the contents o f the pot on a ribbon of quartz leader 
a fe w feet away and lit hi s pipe. Lying on the 
g round in the shade of a clump of scrub hi s eyes 
fo llowed a mo1·ing ray of . unli ght that played on 
the spot wett ed by th e waste f rom the quart. 

"There a rc lots of things that look like gold."" 
he echoed from Spencer' s pronouncement. Golrl 
doesn't look like a!ll•thing else-and if that a in' t 
g·o lcl l'm a Chinaman." Tt was gold. The leader was 
" lous.v with it""- to use the prospect01·"s term. Track­
ing th e leader in its bea ring he sa w .with some 
snrnri se th at it was !:wing· for the bi g butk outcron­
whi ch was aga inst all precedent and t rar! ition. But 
I hi s was not th e ti me for academi c. . Here was a 
fact to he fol lowed. and he stared with it. Other 
leaders and s i ri1we rs im·it erl a !tent ion. hut he con­
centrated on h; , fi rst indicaf .fl r. The vein ran rie·h: 
lo the foot o f th e big· outcrop from whi ch · he 
l<nocked a lun' P with his pick hea r!. Tt ca me awa1· 
like a h>n~c piece of honercomb lifted from a bee-­
hive. What stood for th e cell was fi ll ed wi th 
gold. pure virgin gold in lumn and chunks. ( f\ 
1-t·ia l n'l rcel of fil'e tons crushed bv the battery of 
The lTnion Co .. in the in terests of th e subseq uent 

m the North 
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1 urcha ers of th e p ropertv. yielded 10,000 ozs.-at 
th e ra te o[ !oz. of gold for each !lb. of stone 
t•·eatecl-but it was 11 t a ll like that.) 

"Thi s l·ooks like th e good ," solil oq ui sed J oe. 
Pego· ing a holding was a fo rma lity. T here was not 
one chan ce in a million th at hi s di scoverer's rights 
would be di sputed, for he was th e only white man 
in a hundred mi les . A ll the sa me he pegged. Next 
morn ing, with a few sampl es E the ri hest o f th e 

re in hi pack bags , he was on hi s way to P ine 
C•·eek telegraph stat ion, wh ence he wired Boddi ng-

"¥ou bet I am." "It looks g<lod, J oe," said the 
magnate, "I ut l can' t deal unseen, you know." 
"She's there fo r you or any man in the world to 
sight right now," confidently rep lied the prospector. 
"\Ill ill you O'ive me an option of purchase? '' ·'Y c , 
for £10,000 cash in the bank." "That' big moucy." 
"And thi s is a big show." "lf we deal what's ~·our 
pri ce?" £100,000." The dea l di d not hang fire. 
The cable conveyed such a mes age to the London 
directorate of th e company as incited the local rep­
resentat ive to hurried act ion . H is exj)"ert visited and 
inspected the property. T lnir report · e"hau. te-1 t l1c 

Of}' /() a Nrw Cold R11sh 

ton, ':Have got th e o·oods. 1f eet me here.' ' Rep ly 
was m person. The E nglish company wa looking 
for a good thing to prop some poo•· lit t le things that 
had been put ove r to the damage of the di tri ct. 
Boddington was keen . "Got much of this?" he 
asked as he looked at the specimens. "A fa r as 1 
can make it out there's a hill <l f it," was th e reply. 
" f could have brought in a ton j ust as good as any 
o f it, if I had had the transport." "You' re selling?' ' 

long li st of superlati ves. Inside :l moath the sa le 
was completed. T he fl ota tion was fo r £500,000. 

UnfQ rtunately for the persons who ru hed the 
market and boo led hares to iJO each- making the 
property nominally worth £5,000,000, a ll the values 
were in the outcrop. T he ore body did :•ot C"a rr y 
the gold clown. The surface presentment was jnst a 
g iant "spew.' ' Which troubled the last o+ tl t five 
Queenslanders but little. 

LIONEL SAMSON & SON, 
( ESTABLISHED 1829) . 

WINE AND SPIRIT AND 
GENERAL MERCHANTS 

35-37 Cliff Street, Fremantle 
Agents for: 

Imported and Australian Whisky, Brandy , Rum, Gin and Liqueurs, Ales , Stout, 
Cordials and Aerated Water Machines. 

Reckitts (Over Sea ) Ltd., Bag Blue, Starch, Metal, Stove and Car Polishes and 
Dyes. 
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Cap'n Bill Butcher-
For the "Golden West" by E. H Brewer 

T was in a Fremantle ba r th at I firs t 
met Cap'n Bill Butcher , mas ter of 
the collie r "Karunga ." 

That day I had a superfluous s il ver 
coin, and fo llowed by another male­
factor, I entered the abode of many 
bottles, pushed as ide the swing 
doors, and then topped dead. A 
littl e man tood in the centre of a 
la rge ga pi ng crowd. 
T here was something a rres ting 

about thi s li ttl e man. You pass some men, and 
immedia tely yo u appra ise them you say : "There 
goes Somebody.'' S ize doesn't count, and good 
look are negli g ible. The magnetic fo rce of person­
a lity is everything . 
. Th is li ttl e fe ll w in th e F remantle ba r was high 

up in th e omebudy Cla s. H e was telling a yarn. 
He looked anything between 50 and 60 yea rs of age : 
short, nuggety, broad of shoulder ; hai r ligh tly g rey, 
and a pa ir of bushy eyebrows; an aquiline nose 
and a stna ll goatee beard . He leaned fo r ward to 
g ive point to hi s joke, and the ensembl e o f beaked 
no e, et mouth , and obtru siYe goatee gave a sug­
gest ion o f aggress i ven ss . J t was j u t as if th e 
littl e man was say ing. "That's me. ?\ow, wh at a re 
you going to do about it , ., He looked an in tant, 

"" .,.,.-

" Co 111 e on and !'// fig ht thr lot of .\ 'O il . 

I ' ll lear11 3'0'11 to si11 g 0 11/ to thr old llllln.' ' 

k iss your unc le." ( ,\fter wards, that " my ha irpit;'' 
was a fo rm of endea rment, and th at "ki ssing your 
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-
- _,__ - ~-:.J:.. ~ . - ~ ...... ·. .. -... ~ . . .. -·· . .;... ~ 
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!' ,·arlin ,IJ l . lt _(J.{Jc rs 111 Hroo 111 c rail . 

wired-up pi ece of human effi ciency. 0 1te migltl 
have been gaz ing a t a jib sa il billowed out hy th" 
full force of a ga le. 

The littl e man fini shed hi s yarn, and 
of anoth er tramp introduced us : "Shake 
Cap'n l ill 1 utchet·," sa id he. I shook. 

"How do you do. my . . . hairpin , ., 
litt le chap with th e big aggressiveness . 

th e ma ter 
hand s with 

queried th e 
" ome and 

uncle" was pu rely a sy nonym for ·'come:ltlaveadr :nk." 1 
Hav ing duly caress·ed m ·· avuncul a r relati ve, I 

sett led clown to hear Cap'n !\ill talk-or sha ll I sa v 
fulmin ate ? H e fa scinat ed me. He w:t s the mo;! 
eloq uent swearer I have eve r heard. Thet·e wa 
nothing jarring in it, no venom. and to me it did 
not aooea r to be coa rse. Hi s sentences stealthilY 
g lobecfthemselves into be ing, as th e almond blo son{ · 
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do in pring. \' es, he was a rti st ic. His swearing 
tyle had a fin ish, a p ise. a savoir fa ire ·whi ch 
tamped his effmts with the cachet of the linguistic 

superma n. 
As he said to me a ft.e rwa rds: " I don' t like the man 

who swea rs ft-om shee r vincli ct i venes . wearing 
with wit is a l way acceptable, and swearing with 
imaginati on never fa il s t charm." 

\Vh en I say that 'a pn' B ill is easi ly the most 
anath ematic of a ll co lli er maste r who have visited 
1:remantl e, thi s is proclaiming a distinct ion. 

oal damns a sa il orm an's soul. The dust of it 

Aann els, but 1t 1 no -- good fo r our biz. 
What would a sai lor think if I sa id to him: " \V ill 

you please batten up the for'ard hatch?' 'Why, the 
bli ghter would g rin , finge r his cap, and then run 
like hell to the forec'lstle. and tell the rest of the 
pack that the old man was gcttin1( :he iim j ams." 

Bill took a deep breath, an ~! pu!ld lier.::cly at his 
o-oatee. "iVly va1·iegated •lath." rJ .tred he, " if what 
I a m te lling you is not -- well 1·ight! Let me tell 
you someth ing that happened to me when I was 
stuck up in an Aust ra lian port for · several clays. I 
was coming back to the ship one clay in a rowing 

... I JY/aslcr in rha r,qc of a· 111ixed crew is able lo 111al(l' srvcral lony shols a/ his 111 <' 11 s 
alt ccslr_\' and ind11l_qc in SiJIIIi' pleasant rirs abo ut their 10711' ab'airs . .. . " 

clogs hi s utte rance and robs him of th e niceties o i 
lang uage . How is it poss ible to reta in one's purity 
of exp ress ion wh en the ubi qu itous du st comes 
through th e cracks o ( the ca bin door s, leaves crust 
on the matut ina l curry <1 ncl ri ce, refo rm s the map 
of I re land on th e seal o f yo m best pair of white 
pants, and makes a n arrant blot o f the photo of the 
skipper 's latest gi rl ? ] oh was never mast er of a 
coli ie r. 

I had th e honour of a chat with a!/n 11i11, illld 

he was ex pres ive right from the first ·;e:ttcnce. 
"Look here, my -- hairpin," a id he, "I have 

been f orty years a sa ilor. and 1 am m•J re d1an ever . 
convinced that y u mu st be something of a swear~r 
if you want to do any good with th es~ . . . , ..• ~rews 
of to-clay. Po li teness is a ll ve ry we ll fo r the yachting 
man who ta kes his best g irl out on the river in 

boat, and just as ] was coming alongside, clamme, 
if th e whole crew didn 't ca ll out in chorus, '\Vhy, 
he1·e comes old Bill Butcher !' Sar, sonny, I felt 
my tee th com ing together , and the sinews of my 
hand were st ra ining just as if I \\·as reaching for 
the war axe. L end me thrippence, and I'll show 
,·ou how I felt." 
· l handed over my remaining coin, and gazed 
curiously at the swollen vein on Bi ll' fo rehead. 
Theu this amazing man placed the coin between 
two great tusk , and bent it in two. 

"That' what I wanted to do with 'em-just 
crun ch 'em up-the whole Jot. I a iel nothing then, 
but wa ited till I was paying them their wages. 
When about hal f a dozen of the blighters had been 
paid, I stood up and sang out, '~ow then, you . 
you spawn of a contemptible race, come on, and 
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l ' ll fight the lot of you. I ' ll leach Y~\\· I' ll lea rn 
you ..... to mg out to the old man. 

Bi ll "ki ssed hi s uncle" once more, aiel it took 
e,·ery drop to dampen the clrynes of hi lip . 
"v\lell," aiel he, slow ly, taking in hi audience at a 
g lance, "did th ey take me on ? I\o, iree! Did they 
put on their coats? Certainly not. D id they want 
to complain to th eir union? :.Jot on you r lilywhite 
life. One of them came up to me afterwards and 
there we re tears in his eyes when he said fee lingly, 
' ap'n, you're alright, you' ll a lw ays do us, perish 
me blue i f you won't." 

The collier master's obser\'at ions opened up a 
new line of thought for me. I asked him wheth er 
he thought a sa ilor was a more accompli shed swea rer 
than a bullock driver. "These bullock drivers have 

swearing is B ill' one accomp li sh ment. It is cer­
ta inly his propelling force, but there i omething 
else. I sa id before that Cap'n Bill is efficient. I mean 
thi s. He is a ha rd-headed, shrewd son o f the brine. 
Wh en hi s company des it·e some one to go to a 
foreign country on a de licate freight mission, Cap'n 
Bill and hi s ship at once receive sa iling orders. 
There's nothing he tackles that he doe not thor­
oughl y carry out. 

K ineteen month s ago, he did not understand a 
note of music. To use hi s own express ive ph rase­
ology, "l\ lusic see med to me like a-- lot of melom 
hang ing on a barbed wire fence ." In a fit o f specu­
lat ion, he purchased an expens i,·e Engli sh concertina 
and so well d id he get on with the study of this 
beautifu l in lrument that he now plays splend idly 

TT'a/ro/1 fillet. N.W. r,·;,llbcrlcy 

some lovely words," T said by way oi in si nuat ion. 
'' onny," rep li ed th e pleonastic expe rt, l ookit l'~· 

at me sympathising ly, "the bullocky is not in it. 
know. l have been bul lock whacking in th e Kim­
hcrlies. 1\ swearer is j u t as much an a rti st as 
the chap who pa ints cenery; he must have atmo­
sph ere and inspira tion. Now, 1 ask you, old hair­
pin, what inspiration or atmosphere has a clri ,·er 
got when he gets his team stuck in a mud-hole ? A ll 
he can see is ome placid-looking eyes, a bony f rame 
or two, and some fl opping long ea r s. Look what 
a master in charge of a mi xed crew of Dutch, 
I ri tish, \' ank and cand inav ians has to work on. 
1 l. c i able to make cveral long shots at hi s men ' . 
ancestry, say some ni ce, immacu late thing about 
the cha racte ri stics of the vari ous na tiona liti es, and 
indu lge in some pleasantries about the ir lo\'e a ffair s. 
:\' o, sonny, a sai lorrnan every time." 

omeone brought " uncle' ' into requ isition aga in. 
and T had time to further refle ct on ap'n B ill 's 
remarkab le character. It must not be im agined that 

the mo. L difficult music including the intermezw 
from ''('ava ll eri a Rusticana," and J raga's " e renata ." 
11 e is a lso a very fine wood carve r. 

l a ked him wh ether he d id not consider our 
verbiage was at a sta ndst ill stage. 

''Certa inly," agreed he, hearti ly. "Our language 
is too a ltogethe r backwa rd . Everything has pro­
g res eel but ou r word . \\ . e ha Ye invented electri city, 
and the aeropl ane flies ove r us and wireless telephony 
is universal. \'et our language is -- well, the 
same mild stuff as it was in the days of Queen 
. \nne. Get out of the rut, my boy. Get out of the 
rut." 

I determin ed at o:tce to get out of the rut o f 
obsolescent language, and lo stand on the broad 
hi ghw ay so capably indicated by Bill. "Captain," 
sa id T with unction, ri s it~ g f rom my seat, and holding 
out my hand. "Thanks, many thanks. You hav~ 
converted me. 1\fay the rest of your (Yariegatecl) 
clays be happy ones." 

" Don't mention it," was the reply of the genial , 
enthu siast:c old salt. "Don't mention it. ! ! ! ! ? ? 
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Visilon to tile 71't711S Trai11 011 I lie l 'htllabo?' Plai11. 



[ 193 1-19321 THE GOLDEN \VEST. Spccia tm11nhe•· or tile w.A ... Pastonliist anrl c .. azic,. " 

VICTORIA'S 
"Garden of 

the Gods" {f~ 
~· ,r,. , 
I \:: >l 

Mt BUFFALO ~~!~"'·.,., 
J\[ational Park ·~ '1!• · • l 

T. BUFFALO is the Pn:·­
mier tourist resort of Vic­
toria and is renowned for its 
glorious Alpine scenery and 
for the ervice and comfort 
of The Chalet, conducted by 
the Victorian Railways De­

partment. 

The National Park, 40 square miles 
in extent, is crowned by a plateau 
-14- sqtntl"e-mties-wffie.h-~ 
highest altitude at 5,645 feet. 

Gorges, waterfalls, colossal granite 
masses, lakes, trout str eams and 
wildflower s are features of this fas­
cinating region. The Chalet is 
pe!Yched on the edge of a tremen­
dous precipice and those who 
would laze in comfort may enjoy 
an inspiring panorama from the 
Chalet verandah. 

Mt. Buffalo is in season at all sea­
sons. In winter, with the fall of 
snow and when Lake Catani, set as 
a jewel in a romantic glen of the 
plateau, is f r ozen over, there are 
a ll the pastimes of an Alpine re-
gion. In summer the plateau offers 
a wealth of diversion in walking, 

"J~·" \ ' . 

.·1 dista 11 t T' ie;(• of the Bnff.alo Foils a11d Oil!' 

nf the wa lls of the q r raf p /atra11 . 

riding and sight-, eeing. 

T a ri ff a t The Chalet for those making· a stay o [ a 
week or longer is 15/- a clay, except during th•: 
Ch ri stmas-l\ ew Yea r vacat ion fortnigh t and th e 
four weeks of th e snow spor t season. wh en th e 
charge is 17/6. 

Booking and a ll in fo rm ati on at Gove rn ment T ouri :. t 
Hureau, Q ueen's vValk. :\•felbourne. 



Special number of the W.A. " l'asiOI'ali sl and Grazier" THE GOLDE1\ \\'EST. l1931-1932l 50 

~ 
I ~ 

~ ..... 
~ 

'" 
..... 
"' 

..:: 
'::: 
~ 
'-
<:: ' . 
~ 
~ 

( C) 
~, 

~ 
Jl 



60 

-

. 

" First with th e 
Lates t' ' has long 
been a slogan with 
has it been m or.:! 
·emphati ca lly ex­
pressed than in thi s 
Cafeteria. planned 
and de signed after 
th e most modern 
·methods. making 
it easi ly the mos t 
tiP-to-elate the most 
uxur ious 111 all 
. \ustralia . 

" 

~-

THE GOLDEN \ •VEST. Specialmunber of the \V. A. " l'astor:>list ~nd Gmzier" 

'·l iA /LUXUIUOUS 

W 1-1 E'\ "T im e is th e Essence o f the on­
tract," then does one mu st appre­
ciate th .: quickness. the conveni ence 
o f l7oy's Ca fete t·i a . 1:or a hu rried 

luncheon . and a satisfy in .g one for i\ l o rnin ;~ 
and Afternoon Tea. it supp li es a lon,g·- fe lt 
need. for het·e a re obta inable dainty and de­
lectable foodstuffs. in th e easiest poss ibl e 
ma nner- no waiting, you simply serve yoursel f. 

S IT 1\TED just one Aoot· up, it is ron· 
veniently reached either by elevator or 
eas tly graded statrcase . and once there, 
one is immed iat ely pleased with the 

bea uty of the surrounclin.gs- a r t istic, re. tful 
an d lu x uri ous. It is pleasantly cool. too. being 
venti lated by ref reshing breezes direct from 
th e Indian Ocea n. 

I T has been eqLripped with the very latest 
refrigerat ion, so that food 1 se n ·ed cool 
and delicious, whilst every detail of its 
con truction has been most ca refull y con­

sid ered to ensure the utmo t in hygiene and 
oerfect cui sin e. together with ma x imum se r­
~· ice, com fo:·t and r efi nem ent'. 

~~~~ 

i~=.·· ~ . \dj oining t h ~ 
Cafeteria is a lux-

~ uri ous ly fu rni hed 
~ Smoke Lounge and 

a Lad ies' Lounge, 
tha latter equ ipped 
fo r the convenience 
o [ it. users with 
a group o f tele­
phone booths. and 
connections will be 
mad e by an at tend­
ant. 

FOY & GIBSON PTY. 
LTD. 

Hay Street Thru ' to St. George's Terrace. 
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Pay Night-
For the "Golden West" by R . Clarke Spem-

T was on the :\1 urch ison wh en the 
teams were on the r oads and the 
coaches ca r r ied their human and 
other f r eight betw een ra ilh eads and 
out ly ing pa rts, where Gold was the 
mag ic pass word. 

"l 'tn a stranger to yo u, 1 kno\v," 
he said , as he hovered on the bed­
room threshold of the mi ning- tow n 
hotel, "but I've come a bit of a way 
to be a t the dance to-ni ght: can you 

lend tl.' a pa ir of dancing shoes?'' 
l ie was t ra vel-s ta in ed, and mu d-s pl ashed. 
His tone was d ignifi ed and de fin ite. 
i)ig ni fi ed as that o f one man ask ing something o f 

; r f avour fr om someone he did not know. nor had 

a re real a re the clay pan and the objects of nea rer 
di stance. 

" ] s th a t littl e ce metery just over there rea l ?" 
'•) 'e ," he answered, " th at li tt le ac re of crumbling 

mound and broken crosses is qu ite rea l. Some 
uf the pi onee rs of thi s wilderness sleep thc1·e, they 
\\' ere of the ea rly-day adventurers and gold-seekers, 
who 

''l'o llowed fo r tu ne wh ere she led, 
vVith fo rtune always on ahead. 

And a lways f ur ther out . ... " 
"You know those lines>• · he suggested q uietly . 
Yes, we knew the lines, but had never hea rd them 

ex pressed before with such sin g- ula r cha rm . 
O ur f ri end had an easy, impress ive way of talk ­

ing, in one of those voices whi ch, among men, 

Prosf>rtlor '.\. Clni111 . 

even seen before; defi nite in th e sense that th en~ 
was no beg-pard on about the re•;ues t- we either ha;-1 
a pa ir o f shoes to lend. or we had not : s imply '' 
matter of yes or no. 

Just he fo re he ha pp ned a long, we had I een con­
ten, plat ing the lake- a cru sted clay- pan of g leaming 
s;rl t th at stretched aw ay out through the blue mi sts 
~1 f 'the spin ifex desert i1;t o an infinity of sil en ce, 
sadness, and peace- its surface fu r rowed here and 
there by wh ee l t racks tha t we1·e old and a ineffaceable 
as line sco red th rough wet ce ment- its hor izou 
sur mounted hy g rotesqu e trees. and I y peculi a r ly 
blue waters tha t mir rored a whit e-roofed township, 
and a so lita ry ca mel aga inst th e sky. 

' 'Tell us." we said , di s rega rdin~ the quest th at 
hrouo·ht him in " what place is that? T hat town 
and t hose trees 'and that ca mel were not th e re thi s 
morn ing, we' ll swea r." 

"T ha t,'' he answered, ' ' is noth ing . T hose t rees 
a re not trees . that town and the ca mel you see ther-:-, 
are non-c~ iste n t , th ey a re a mere fantasy-a mirage 
o f the lake and the deser t. The only things that 

;11·e mew ha t. ra re-a vo ice charged with a tense. 
,-i hraut note that seemed to reverberate a round 
and about yo u long after th e word s had been 
spoken. one that in vested eve rythi ng it said wi ~h 
it s t rue meanin g-. 

Perh aps that is why those words as utte red by 
hi m appea red so st1·angely appli cable to the scene 
before us. 

* * 
Of cour >e we ha d a pa ir o f dauein_g sh oes, and. 

i f they fitted. he was "as welcome as the flowe rs 1 ~1 
:\ lay." 

H e thanked us, was 'greatly obliged,' ' and comin~· 
(Jver and extending hi s hand he sa id, '':\Iy name is 
J ack Sa uncler s." 

H e looked just the sort of man the name o [ J ack 
suited- ta ll and well set-up, jus t the type of easy, 
a th let ic . \u t1·a lian that has been so successfully 
identi fied with the pioneering of the waste places 
of the W est. 
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"l'm a teamster, you know ," he res um ed, "between 
here and the Peak ; u ed to be in an oflice one-t ime: 
got sick of it, too cramped; understood hor se . liked 
the outdoor li Ee; better health, less worry, mo:·e 
money; but, as I was goin~-1: to ay L should have 
been back here clays ago, but st ruck the ra in s th e 
oth er side of G !den Spin ifcx, th e river ca me clown 
a ll of a heap, and the country bogged: had to make 
two t r ips of th e loadi ng, g rog and stores, f rom there 
to ' the I eak,' and of course los t a lot of time: 
wasn't worryi ng much about that. as a few days 
in the bu h is neither here nor there-a man's just 
as well oft in the bush as in town- but. when there's 
a someone else that you want to see at journey's 
end- well. I 's "pose you've been through it? l t makes 
a ll the diffe rence, doesn' t it?" 

a t th e end of th e bush track. separat ing Golden 
Spini [ex fro m wh ere he was then stand ing. 

* * * 
Late r, aunder,; went to the clam·e. but not bdor c 

extend ing an in vitat ion to us to come Ul) and meet 
the "divinit y." and work the dancing shoes O\'crti me. 
i\.l eantime, we looked Jrouncl. 

lt was pay-ni ght. and the bar was full of th e 
fi e ld smen o f th ose times. working miners, l) l·os­
pectors. ch·y blowcrs. foss icker s. and the innumerable 
oth er members of :\l othe1· Earth's varied family, 
bent upon lending the usual colour and hilarity to 
the evening. 

From the adj acent parlor or tap-room. fl oated th e 

Thr Royal Mai l. 

"You sec, this little gi rl o f min e.'' he went on. 
"she doesn' t live here ; she's a schoo l teache r ove .. 
at :\Jorning Star, fo r ty miles from here, and the la t 
time I saw her, we arranged to go to to-ni gh t' s 
dance toge ther. I wouldn't di sappoint her for a ll 
the- well, for anything. I th ught 1 had more time 
to get in ; must hav lost a day or two omehow, 
digg ing th e team cut of t rouble-and wh en T woke 
to it, th ere was only one th ing to he clone, and th at 
was to leave th e team with the nigge r. I orrow a bike, 
and hop off: so here T am. just a rr ived. 

H e spoke o f th e incident w ith the ·arelessnes:; 
o f a man who had come a few miles on a city 
roa d, not one wh o m ust ha,·e ridden a lmost unceas ­
ing ly since the da wn to have a rrived before sundown 

sound · of the 1·e ,·elry and song of the care-free 
spirits the out-back :\J urch i on knew in those clays . 

The piani t wa s th in -faced. clas ic-featurecl. ·a ll ow. 
and effem inate looking. with a woman's hand s that 
coaxed music fr om a piano, which like lhe player. 
had ce rta inly s·een better days. 

!\l ost of th e songs sung were of boyhood and 
home, as the songs of the tan- room inva riably are. 
Seve1·a l of those present sa ng the same song in a 
\'ariety o f keys, and much discord. In the li re­
place a live-foot mu lga log spluttered merrily, cast­
Ing a ro y g low over the proceeding and a shad w ­
g l·aph of fantast ic profiles against the white-washed 
walL 
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' 'Li sten! you bloke ," re marked a late comer , 
' 'Li sten . wil l you, f or a mi nute? l've brought a 
col ber of mine a long to s ing a decent song or two, 
so will you turn up that row whil e he has a try at 
'Love i\le and th e \Vorld is i\l ine''" 

"::\ o! we wont," lusti ly responded the leader of 
the crowd, "he might be lik e the reciter-chap you 

sprang on us up at th e Old \ \ 'e ll las t hri stma s, 
] im ; bring your ma te in though , and l ' ll 's hout ,' 
just to sh w there's no ill - fee li ng, but s ing !-no­
thing ." 

fim and friend passed out, wordless. 

* * 
" it goes lik e th is," sa id one of th e company as he 

placed h is pint of beer on the piano ledge, and 
bending over the pl ayer ha t [-whistled and hat£­
hummed th e tune with wh ich he wanted to favour 
the com pany. 

Tl1e pianist li stened, ca ught the spirit of th e song 
wa nted , and hast il y empty ing the g lass at hi s ell ow , 
proceeded to the improvised accompan iment of a 
s inge r who possessed neithe•· vo ice, ea r . tune, o r t ime. 

\\' hen he dwelt over long. as most s ingers of hi s 
temper do. on th e finishing bar of each verse. the 
piani st would, tem porar ily, leave him there with it, 
a nd sca mper a way into a r ippling interlude. em­
bracing, in hurri ed tu rn, th e primr Song-. and othe •· 
hw1uets from some o f th e most bewitch ing· nw sic 
e,·er wr itten. reta ining . when necessa ry a nd with 
adroit ease. t· th e vu lga r ai r o f the at rocity th 
other wa pe•·petrat ing . 
~ow. w hen ver the pianist did th a t. and he did 

it severa l tim es dur ing the even in,e;. he seemed to 
(' ha n,g·e-to s it mo re erect in hi s r ickety cha ir. to 
hold hi s w r ists we ll ~ bove the keyboa r d (othe r t imes 
h ,, wou ld be po un d ing out the song· items with 
Aatlened fingers in a mechani ca l vamp hes t s 11 ited 
to the gif ts c f th e i•· s in,e;ers). to pass a hand inter-
111ittentl y to his da rk hair and hur r iedly mooth back 
it s 11 egligent di sa rrangement, to read just the knotted 

handkerchief at his throat, and at odd time·, when 
the music would not come freely fro m the bat­
tered keys, he would toss hi head with an impatient 
gesture, that a lmost shook the smouldering c iga rette 
fro m hi s thin lip s. 

umeti mes, his eyes. caught in a fitful glow of 
the generous fi r e. wonld Aash wi ldly, defiantly , and 

l'culllill.c! Off. 

The Dr.vblozvers. 
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THE HOTEL 
PERTH. WESTE RN AUSTRALI A Telephone B 3 249 

ESPLANADE 
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the face. caught in the sa me rosy ti nt, showed up 
in the fl ee ting shaft of light, st rong and full of the 
pride and cha racter it once had prob<tlly known. 

Other t im es, the slightly inclined head would 
subsid e nea rly to the leve l of the keyboard, and in 
that a ttitud e he would a lmost seem, o er the 
pian iss imo pas ages of the theme he was playing, 
to be dr~aming, li stening for some me sage th e 
faded keys held fo r him-something maybe of love 
and long-forgotten joys in the other I if e of a dereli ct 
piani t. wh ose pay, to play rowdy ai rs and songs 
in the tap-room of a Gold fie lds shanty was hee 
c!J·inks and board. 

* * 
Outside in th e street the night rang with sound; 

a sma ll band struggled valiantl y with someth ing 

The man who had told her of Saunder ' arrival 
in town, edged nearer I'> the cou nte r. " \ hat 's the 
matter, Luce, old dea r ,, he que t·ied, qu ietly, 
" jealous?" 

''i\Ie j ea lous? Jealous of what? . \ prim miss 
fr om the Sunday school, go away. y u make me 
tired.'' 

" VVell, if you're not j ealous. Luce, why s ing 
out:. why advertise her before th · mob here; you 
don't know her. haven't even seen her, if you did­
well, it doe n't matter." 

"I say, J e tTy," sa id Luce. agitatedly. ''but it does 
matter. don't o-o: come up th e other end of the 
bat·: never mind them''-indicating some clients 
who were clamoring for more refreshment-"let 
them wa it." 

Quart.: Con11try 011 the f,Va-v to t!t e T.Varburto11 Ran,qrs. 

quite beyond it, a cl o·-fight in the street centre pro­
ceeded ga ily. 

The bar, the o11 c with th e g irl in it, was taxed 
to its utmost. In that setting o f noisy joyf ul sur­
t·o umling _ and fla shing back-ground of Yari-coloured 
bottles, Lucy. or Luce as they ca ll ed he r, was holding 
Pay-Night Court. 

he was ta ll and au httm-haired, blue eyed, well 
fea tlll'·ecl. Tn repose or abstraction the face was 
sad. in ac tion it wa s a t·t i ficia ll y joy ful. 

''What do you think boys?" sa id she. "Jimmy here 
says Jack Saunders rode in from Spinifex for th e 
dance: s'p 'ose he th ought some o f y u might steal 
his schoo l-teacher miss, from :\forning Star. Tf 1 
was a man l'd want to be very fond of a gil'! to 
leave my team in th e mulga, and rid e a hundred 
miles i ot· her. I can tell yon." 

"Oh ! Jack's gone to the pack, long- ago, Luce.' ' 
interposed one 0 r th e hys tand et·s; " when did you 
wake ?" 

' 'Listen, ] eny," say· Luce, ''you don't know, an cl 
you know him better than most: no one knows; I 
;tever cared for anyone s ince 1 was a gi rl in my 
teens until I came here and l've been everywhere 
and met plenty, and yet T come out here to the 
end of the earth and meet the only man I ever 
rea llv and truly liked and now hi affection. it seems, 
turn· out to be no more real than the mirage you 
: !towed me out there on the lake the fir t day 1 
ca me among you. 

.\nd then to a couple nf importunate customers 
wh o were bangin g- their empty glasses on the 
counter, ... " :\11 ri ght , 'I 'm coming. wait a minute 
can 't you. anybody wou ld think you wanted to open 
a case of wine. Tf you're in a hurry. go over the 
road : oyer the road . do you hear, T hey put tucker 
on th ere, and er ve pints in the saloon. 

"Luce, Luce, old sport." re pond s one o[, the im­
po rtunate,, " wit you ne1·er e1·er very dry? 
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'' f\s 1 was . ay ing," r es umes Luce ," wha t woul d 
you think of a man, wh o would co me into town and 
neve r come nea r yo u ; and one time he a! way 
1·eckonecl thi s was journey' s-end , and home fo r him ; 
wouldn' t you feel hurt ?" 

"Luce, old-dea r," interposes J crry, "I never knew 
it was that way, I 'm sorry I spoke.' ' 

"1\n yway, J er ry," concludes Lu ce, " what I' ve told 
you is betw een you and me, and li sten! promise, not 
a word ; because I wouldn't ha l'e him know fo r a ll 
the---" The conclu sion mi ght haye been "world," 
or " tea in China,'' 01· some othe r such express ive. 
if commonplace ph ra e . But it wa s never suppli ed, 
beca use a fter th e word "the,'' the corner 's of Lt1Ce's 
slightl y drooping mouth see med to pucker up into 
a queer littl e smil e and her eyes became un cert a in 
and flutte red mi stily at him. 

" Promi se ! of course J promi se. Luce, old-dear,'' 
says ] erry. so lemnly. as he takes both he r hand s in 
hi s, and tri es to res to1·e her ave r ted face. 

'' Hoys !'' ca ll s Luce; with doubt ful merriment, 
res uming her busines attitud e :t nd :tddress ing- those 
a t th e other end o f th e ba r. drink those up and have 
0ne with me. it' s my bir thd ay , l fee l so happy, l 
fo1·got to te ll you." 

* * * 

O ut in th e tap- room a va li ant d ryhlowe r Kanowna 
Joe, is wav ing a fistfu l of counter- upper at the 
assemblage, de li antly informing them that he' ll figh t 
or sing anybody in the crowd for a tenne r, "so 
hop al ong here, my noble foss ickc1·s, weight-chaser s, 
and fe llow-digge rs, and take on a rea l live man." 

The dang led sandwi ch is too much temptat ion 
fo r a lank kanga roo-dog belong ing to one of the 
pa1"ly, f01· with one lea p in th e a ir at hi s hand, and 
anothe r through the w indow, dog and sandwi ch 
a re gone. The oth er tum and foil ws with amu sed 
and puzz led eye, th e way of th eir going. 

Carr Boyd (on the left) and Jfatc 011 the 1<'11\' !o 

!he ~Varb11r!m1 N al'i(t'S in t90J. 

Old T iw crs. 
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" 'vVell , I never- !" w·ere hi s word uttered to 
the accompan iment of <1 roa r of la ughter, as he 
tu rnecl and headed fo t· the open bar. 

* * 
Necessaril y we had to see the dance and inci­

dentally Sauncler s' school-mi stress fro m Morn ing 
Star. 

T hough it was cold and th e hour well on to mid­
night, the u ual crowd of eage r lookers-on swarmed 
a t·ouncl the . cloot· of the hall, or stood upon empty 
cases at the opened windows. 

lnside, the fl oor was we ll crowded with a happy 
romping throng, women-folk being in a considerable. 
very considerable minority. So diggers danced with 
cl iggers un ti I such time as some lady fav01·ecl them. 

to the loss of par tners and thei r sub equent re­
claiming in the maze of square dances. which each 
couple seemingly had its own particular way of 
executing, everybody was unres trai neclly happy, the 
master of ceremonies, with caref ully pomaclecl, centre­
parted hair, kin-tight fitt ing clothes, and fives in 
shoes high-heeled, the prouclest and busiest of all, 
as he intermittently bawled-"Laclies and gents half-
r ight and left ... cloublette .... tadies to the centre 
. . . . gents to the centre ... balance partners . . . 
wing partners . . . . Gents please be careful of 

the ladies' dresses, th ey' re not made of moleskin 
... . lad ies' chain .. . solo waltz . . . nromenade." 

T he concl u ion of each of these manoeuvres was 
noti fied by a vigorous clapping of hi s hands. \ 'Vhen 
th is fa iled to arrest attention a brill wh ist le was 
resorted to, w ith _desired effect. 

In the St>inij e.1: Connlrl'. 

Fashion in dress was not obtrusive ; that i to say 
Sunday clothes lightened up here and there by a 
ready -made bow of pale llue, or a ga ily-colorecl 
knitted scarf, suffi ced amply in a community wh ere 
ballroom attire would ha ve been remarkable. Most 
of th e girl s were d ressed in simple pri nts , bespeak­
in ()" in a few in stances amb itious a ttempt upon the 
fa~hion journa l ; two of them noticeably sco rched, 
as th ough their wearer had been coll ected hur­
ried ly f rom ·ome distant mining ca mp and brought 
unexpectedl y hith er fo r th e occas ion . The girl f rom 
Mo rning Star affected muslin , a band of red plush 
throuo·h her jet black hair, a belt of the sa me at her 
waist. 

Petite of figur e and featu re, lust rous-eyed, and of 
much gra ce and dignity was th e Girl-a pretty type, 
prevalent enough in th e cities, but out thet·e in that 
community · of few women, essenti a lly an exotic 
among the wi ld fl owers . 

\ 1\ihe ther in corksct·ew ing to th e wa ltz, or be ing 
part of th e mirthful chaos and confusion incidental 

The piani st temporar ily reli eved, had had a dance, 
likewi se some refreshment. 

H itherto hi s mu sic had been of the mechanical 
var iety best suited to the mechanical danci ng time 
of the company. Of a uclclen, however , he lapsed 
into the one theme in waltz music, which is as 
bea utiful as immortal, as the stream whi ch in pirecl 
its compos iti on. 

"Oh, li ten! the Blue Danube. !tow .I love it!" 
gasped the girl from _lorning tar, as she and 
Saunders dri fted past th e window at wltich we were 
tancling. 

As the theme progressed and they became ab­
sorbed in the irres istible spirit of its rippling melody, 
in vesting it with something of the poetry of g race 
and beauty of movement, that Strauss would have 
had for it, the rest of the dancers deserted the fl oor 
as if by common consent. It was too delu ive, too 
difficult for their simple steps. They were all at 
fau lt and knew it . It were better ob erved than 
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a ttempted . So they at down and watched, for 
Saunclers and the girl were worth watchi..-~· as they 
Aoatecl through its subtle variations. 

The a rt ific ia l r eel r ose in his coat threatened to 
tumble f rom its place. She plucked it away, .and 
put it between her lips, her eyes spa rkling at him. 
T heir faces were very close together. She looked 
like a rmen-alluring, dangerous, quest ioning. 

J\ ncl she got her answer. 

That was a ll. 

* * 
'vVhen we got to the coach that was to tGke us 

a hundred odd miles to the nearest railroad, the 
hot·ses were I ei ng harnessed. 

The dt·iver who had j ust emerged from the bough 
shed tab les, was adcl res ing its sole other passenger 
in the mi sty, semi -dark. 

"\V h<1t !" he was remarking with much <1stonish-

Good f-fllntiu _!J . 

Someone who had been standi ng on the empty 
case at the back of us jumped off it and · tumb led 
hurriedl y away th rough the da rk. 

l t was Luce. 

* * 
\Vhen we arose to ca tch the coach that morning, 

we fo und a note in the dancing shoes at the door. 
aunders said he was sorrv he didn't see us before 

he left, but he got home ve t·y la te, or rather very 
ear ly, just early enough to make back in the clay 
to the team. Bes ides. he didn't like to wake us; 
''good-bye and thanks." 

mcnt, "goin ' away, Luce, and on you r lonesome?'' 
"Yes, go ing (.1\vay ]in1n1y," answers Luce, with 

studi ed unconcern , "and on me lonesome." 
' 'VVh ere going, Luce ?" 
"T-l ome, ] immy." 
" \Vh_ere's home, Luce, gir l ?" 
"H ome, ] imm y, fo r me. is wherever J m.ake it." 
"I s·ee." answered )tmmy, slowly, meclitatively, 

as he mounted the box, drew his great coat more 
closely around him, gathered up the reins, and . 
kicking back the brake, cracked the whip authorita­
tively above the leaders. 
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