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{('l --OFWA. 

L AST year's annual report was entitled "A Library Service for 
Western Australia" : this year's, "The Library Service of 
Western Australia." This small but significant change indicates 

that the idea approved by Parliament in 1951 and the plans devised 
by the Board in 1952 and 1953 have become a reality. Western Aus
tralia now has a library service ; small as yet, still incomplete, but 
already showing unmistakably its value to the people of this State. 

During the year the Board has supplied the books for twelve 
libraries stretching from Mingenew to Mount Barker and Margaret 
River to Nyabing. In all, the response of the public has been im
mediate and enthusiastic. Both the volume and the nature of the 
requests for special books made on the Request and Information 
Service have justified the Board's faith that the people of Western 
Australia want something more than books merely to pass the idle 
hour. 

The Library Service of Western Australia is a joint enterprise 
between the Library Board and local authorities. The Board wishes, 
here at the outset of its report, to express its warm appreciation of 
the very cordial co-operation which it has enjoyed from all the local 
authorities with which it is associated and particularly from the officers 
of those local authorities and from local librarians who have devoted 
their time and effort unstintingly to make their libraries a success and 
to help the staff of the Board. 

In June, 1955, the three year term of office of the original members 
of the Board expired. A new Board was appointed by the Governor. 
Details are given on page 2. 
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In August, the Government decided that the library services 
provided by the Board and by the Trustees of the Public Library, 
Museum and Art Gallery of Western Australia should be amalgamated 
and invited the two bodies to suggest the best way of effecting the 
amalgamation. A number of conferences have been held to this 
end. The Board, for its part, warmly welcomes the Government's 
decision because it is convinced that the public benefit arising from 
unity far outweighs any other considerations. 

PROMOTION ACTIVITIES. 

In the earlier part of the year, the Executive Officer on the Board's 
behalf, visited at their request a number of local authorities who 
wished to join the Library .Service of Western Australia or to have 
further information on the Board's activities. Little has been done 
otherwise to encourage or stir up interest among local authorities 
because it soon became clear that interest was arising spontaneously 
and, indeed, that demand was likely to exceed the Board's ability to 
provide services. There is now a waiting list of 24 local authorities 
wishing to establish libraries with the Board's help and it seems likely 
that they will absorb the whole of the Board's resources for about 
two years. No marked increase in the present scale of activity is 
possible in the present restricted Headquarters premises. 

A Commonwealth wide competition was held for the design of 
a plaque to be placed on all libraries associated with the Board. The 
plaques serve to distinguish such libraries and to attract the attention 
not only of local residents but of people passing through the town. 
They are about a foot square and have a blue owl and red supporting 
lettering on a yellow background. 

A display of some 300 books was provided during the Federal 
Local Government Conference held in Perth in September. The 
books covered all major aspects of local government work : adminis, 
tration, finance, public health, housing, town planning, road engineering 
and so on. Staff were in attendance throughout the period of the 
Conference and were able to explain the working of the service to 
members and officers of local authorities. 

Through the courtesy of Messrs. Paterson Brokensha Pty., Ltd., 
articles on the progress of the service have been contributed to several 
issues of the Municipal and Road Board Gazette. The Department 

fAgriculture has kindly agreed to publish in each issue of the Journal 
Agriculture a list of recently added books on agriculture. Farmers 
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who live in districts which have established libraries can, of course, 
borrow any book listed through their local library ; while the list 
also serves to acquaint all farmers, wherever they live, with a fairly 
comprehensive selection of recent publications on agriculture in all 
English speaking countries. 

NEW LIBRARIES. 

The Board has provided the books for twelve country libraries 
established by the following local authorities : 

York Municipal Council and York 
Road Board 

Preston Road Board 
Moora Road Board 
Wongan-Ballidu Road Board 
Quairading Road Board 
Augusta-Margaret River Road 

Board 
West Arthur Road Board 
Drakesbrook Road Board 
Plantagenet Road Board 
Kent Road Board 
Mingenew Road Board .. 
Lake Grace Road Board 

Opened on 

27th August, 1954. 

13th September, 1954. 
24th September, 1954. 
17th December, 1954. 
18th January, 1955. 
5th February, 1955. 

lOth February, 1955. 
18th March, 1955. 
27th May, 1955. 
7th June, 1955. 
15th June, 1955. 
To be opened shortly. 

The total number of books supplied to these libraries was 19,000. 
Most of the libraries are housed in separate rooms adjacent to 

the Road Board Halls and when they were opened, newly painted and 
furnished, and filled with bright new books, they gave a very attractive 
appearance. The interest and indeed enthusiasm of local residents, 
some of whom came up to fifty miles to attend the opening ceremonies, 
were obvious. The volume of business since done by the libraries 
has shown that interest to have been maintained and increased. 

No satisfactory index of a library's usefulness can be given by 
figures alone, but the following give at least some indication of public 
reaction to the new service, in districts of different types. 

York was the first library to be opened. A public library had 
existed there for many years ; shortly before the new library was 
opened there were about 50 readers. Now there are 400. 
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Moora had a fairly recently established and well stocked library 
with 142 readers. Now there are 361. 

Preston (Donnybrook) used to have a library but it was closed 
down due to lack of support. The new library has 308 readers. 

Augusta-Margaret River had a library in the Road Board office. 
A small building was rented and redecorated and a local resident who 
is a graduate of the University appointed as a part time librarian. 
The number of readers has risen from 398 to 624 ; and the number 
of books on loan to those readers on 31st May was 856, of which 
406 were novels and 450 general books. 

Most of the books borrowed are, of course, chosen from the 
shelves of the local libraries, but readers can apply for any other book 
which is not at the time in the stock of their local library. General 
(non fiction) books so requested are supplied on loan immediately, 
if possible, from Headquarters, or from another library ; novels are 
sent with an exchange collection for stock. The following list of all 
requests received at Headquarters during the last week in June gives 
an indication of the range and type of books for which readers are 
asking on the Research and Information Service. 

*Culture of Lucerne, Hill, W. S. 
*Your Pattern Cutting, MacEwen, E. S. 
*Flamingo Feathers, Van der Post, L. 
*Australian Trees for Australian Planting, De Beuzevil1e, 

W.A.W. 
A Field Guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe, Peterson, 

R. G. M. and Hollom, A. D. 
Carpentry, Joinery and Wood Cutting Machinery, Kelsey, 

W. E. 
*The Pampas and the Andes, Blake, W. T. 
Wild Animals of the World, Bridges, W. 
Salween, Kaulback, R. 
Tibetan Trek, Kaulback, R. 
Course in Woodturning, Milton & Wohlers. (2 requests). 

*While History Passed, Simons, J. E. 
*Witness, Whittaker Chambers. 
*1 Leap Over the Wall, Baldwin, M. 
The Caravan Passes, Finlay, E. 

*A World of Horses, Reynolds, J. 
Human Behaviour in the Concentration Camp, Cohen, E. C. 
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'*London Belongs to Me, Collins, N. 
*The Veterans, Lambert, E. 
'*Best American Plays, 1st Series, Gassner, J. W. 
*Best American Plays, 2nd Series, Gassner, J. W. 
'*Van Gogh. 
*Encyclopaedia of Plant Portraits, Hellyer, A. G. L. 
*Whaling Around Australian Coast. 
*Living Happily With a " Heart," Clarke, T. 
*Nature's Second Sun, Maclean, D. 

Gods, Graves and Scholars, Marek, K. W. 
Sticks and Stones, Mumford, L. 

*any titles, Ward F. Kingdon. 
"*Decorative Art. 
*Shrubs and Trees for Australian Gardens, Lord, E. E. 
"*Uncle Tom's Cabin, Stowe, H. B. 
*Paper flower making. 
*Preparation and Showing of Dairy Cattle. 
*White Coolies, Jeffrey, B. (3 requests). 
*Picture History of Ballet, Haskell, A. 
*Modern Furniture, Dal Fabbro, M. 
*How to build small boats. 
*How to build plywood boats. 
*The Far East, Clyde, P. H. 
*The First and the Last, Galland, A. 
*Wild Life of Australia and New Guinea, Barrett, C. 
*Father of the Bride, Streeter, E. 
*Social History, Trevelyan, G. M. 

* The items marked with an asterisk were supplied from the 
Board's existing stock. Of the others all except one have 
been ordered to meet the request ; the remaining one which 
is long out of print is being sought through interstate loan. 

Number of requests for the week, 47. 

Most of these books are in stock already or are suitable for pur
chase, but sometimes readers ask for books which are very highly 
specialised and unsuitable for the Board's stock or are out of print 
and unobtainable. Sometimes, too, they ask for information which 
can be obtained only from elsewhere. In both cases the Board either 
borrows, or obtains photo copies of, the necessary books, periodical 
articles, etc., from other libraries in the State or by interstate or inter-
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national co-operation. Information to satisfy readers' requests has 
in this way been obtained from England, Canada, South Africa, the 
United States and New Zealand, as well as from other Australian 
States. 

The Board is not responsible for the buildings or fittings required 
for public libraries, but it has a duty, under the Act, to advise and 
assist local authorities in any scheme, and is glad to do so. To this 
end, the services of the Executive Officer have been put at the dis
posal of local authorities to advise on the layout and planning of 
their libraries and on general organisation. Most local authorities 
request the Board to arrange for the supply, on repayment, of the 
necessary shelving and equipment. Standard stationery overprinted 
with the name of the library is supplied on repayment. A detailed 
Handbook for Local Librarians intended to explain day to day routines 
and answer any difficulties which may arise, has been produced and 
is provided for each library. Each local librarian is given a short 
period of introduction to the work at Headquarters, and also, through 
the courtesy of the Fremantle City Council, at the Fremantle Library 
where actual work with borrowers can be shown. After the libraries 
are open visits are paid to them from time to time to clear up any 
difficulties and, particularly, so that the staff at Headquarters may 
be kept closely in touch with local needs, wishes and feelings. 

In February the first number of a News Letter was issued. One 
of the main needs in any enterprise is to keep everyone in the picture. 
This is particularly so in one so far flung as the Library Service of 
Western Australia. The News Letter is designed to meet this need; 
it is published from time to time, at roughly monthly intervals. It 
has three principal aims : to publish news of new developments ; 
to act as a busy bee and carry successful ideas, comments and informa
tion between libraries ; and to offer a means of acquainting local 
librarians with techniques and practices which may help them to make 
their libraries more attractive and effective. 

This " advice and assistance " absorbs a not negligible amount 
of time and effort, but the Board regards it as time very well spent. 

All the libraries so far established have been in the country ; 
in the coming year the Board will extend its service to two or three 
local authorities in the metropolitan area. Thereafter it hopes to 
maintain a fair balance between country and metropolitan develop
ment. 
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In November the Board was asked by the Board of Managemem 
of the Royal Perth Hospital if it would be prepared to organise on 
their behalf a library of novels and general books for the nursing 
staff and trainee nurses of the hospital. The Board readily agreed 
to do so. Before any action could be taken however, the Premier 
set up a committee to report on the steps necessary for the establish# 
ment of a Medical School. This committee invited the Executive 
Officer to advise on the planning of a combined medical library, of 
which the nurses library would form a part. The Premier has approved 
the committee's report, and it is hoped that the premises for this 
library will be ready for use shortly. 

HEADQUARTERS ACTIVITIES. 

BooK SELECTION. 

]ames Hammond, F.L.A., Chief Assistant Librarian. 

There are over 18,000 titles published each year in the U.K., 
some 12,000 in the U.S.A. and 600 in Australia. From these 
the most appropriate have to be selected for the Library Service 
of Western Australia. In addition, since the Service is a very recent 
development, older books must also be sought out to complete a well 
balanced stock, custom built to the interests and needs of the people 
and organisations of the State. That is the task of book selection. 
That it is being done fairly well is shown by the comments of local 
librarians, by the obvious reaction of readers when new libraries are 
opened and by the steady increase in the number of requests made 
on the Request and Information Service, the majority of which are 
for books already in stock. 

The Board is building up a stock reflecting as closely as possible 
the interests of the State, and emphasising certain subject fields par# 
ticularly. Thus in agriculture it is hoped in time to have almost 
every worth while book, and important abstracting and bibliographical 
work. Emphasis is also placed on all m.atters with which local 
government is concerned so that the Board can give the best possible 
service to its associated local authorities in such fields as administration, 
finance, road building, housing, town planning, water supply and 
so on. The Far East and Near North is a subject of increasing im
portance and concern to Australia and is accordingly well represented 
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1n the stock. Naturally almost every book on Australia or by an 
Australian writer is bought when it is published, though it will be some 
time before the older works now out of print can be adequately repre
sented. 

"My outstanding impressions gained from both inside and 
·outside the Conference, are our great responsibilities one to another, 
·Of all nations within the British Commonwealth." Thus wrote 
Mr. W. S. Bovell, M.L.A., on his return from the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association Conference in Nairobi, last year. The 
Board fully shares this view and is seeking to build up a representative 
collection of books from and about the other members of the Com
monwealth, particularly the other English speaking Dominions. 

To assist the development of secondary industries not only in 
the metropolitan area but throughout the State, the Board is buying 
both popular and technical works relevant to the industries of the 
State. 

It must not be thought that the emphasis on these and other 
similar subjects implies lack of attention to novels, or to subjects 
.of more general, cultural or pastime interests, such as painting, sport, 
photography, cookery, dressmaking, handyman's books, motor cars, 
biography, travel, adventure, and so on. 

Some indication of the range of choice available to readers is 
·given by the number of titles at present in stock on the following 
half dozen or so subjects, chosen at random. 

Agriculture, including agricultural engineering, etc. 
Near North and Far East 
Electrical and communication engineering 
Outdoor sports 
Biography 
Australian politics and government 
Cookery 
Photography .. 

542 
107 
145 
430 

1,000 
24 
82 

150 

Every reader at every library has this wide choice at his disposal. 

In some subjects there can well be a difference of opinion on 
the type of book which should be provided. In agriculture for 
·example, some take the view that only books specifically related to 
West Australian conditions are of value ; while others-practical 

12 



and successful farmers-say that they want books of value regardless 
of the climatic or other conditions to which they relate, because they 
can adapt the ideas and practices described to local conditions. In 
matters such as these, and indeed on any matter, the staff of the Board 
warmly welcomes comments and constructive suggestions from 
persons who have expert knowledge or genuine practical experience. 

The needs and potential needs of West Australian readers can 
be learnt only by keeping a close watch on developments taking place 
in the State and elsewhere in the world. Newspapers and periodicals 
are studied for economical and cultural developments. The reading 
lists issued by the State educational agencies, the popularity or other
wise of the subjects taken at evening classes, and the activities of the 
Country Women's Association, are examples of the pointers used to 
obtain information on readers' interests. 

In addition and very importantly, local librarians are asked to 
let Headquarters know of local developments and interests, a new 
industry, for example or the establishment of a Repertory Club or 
First Aid classes. The books sent to each library can then be chosen 
to meet most appropriately the particular needs of that place. 

Following upon the opening of the Drakesbrook Library the 
Board received a request for the supply of some books in Italian 
for the Italian speaking residents of the district. Whether the pro
vision of books for New Australians in their own languages is desirable 
or not may be a matter of opinion, but as an experiment the Board 
decided to supply a small collection to the library at Waroona and 
to await further reports on the result of the experiment before making 
any general decision. 

There are, in addition to purchase, two other ways m which 
the Board acquires books ; by donation and by vesting. 

The list of persons and bodies who have presented books is too 
long to print in this report, but to all of them the Board extends its 
very warm and cordial thanks. Many of the books have been par
ticularly welcome because they were standard works now out of print 
and difficult to obtain. 

When a local authority which already has a library joins the 
Library Service of Western Australia its books are vested in the Board 
and consigned to Headquarters when the new collection is received 
in the library. Books received by vesting are divided into four classes, 
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those fit for immediate use, those fit for use but in need of binding 
or repair, those unsuitable for local library stock but valuable for 
special purposes, and those to be discarded. 

By this means the Board has acquired in addition to useful general 
interest stock, some unusual and otherwise not easily obtained works 
which will be of particular value. As examples, the following may 
be cited:-

The Autobiography of Kingsley Fairbridge, 1927. 

Several volumes from the Collected Works of Max Muller~ 

c. 1890-1900. 
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser. 
The Illustrated Australian Encyclopaedia, 2 vols., 1925-26. 

In addition to books which are suitable for normal loan, the 
Board is also amassing a considerable collection of pamphlets on 
many subjects, which may be lent on special request or used to answer 
readers' enquiries. The pamphlets are roughly classified and filed 
in subject order at Headquarters. They are not immediately cata
logued but those which after some time appear to be of permanent 
value will be catalogued and entered in the stock as if they were books. 

AccESSIONS SECTION. 

Miss Florence McKeand, A.L.A., Librarian. 

When a decision has been made that certain books shall be bought 
in certain quantities, it becomes the responsibility of Accessions 
Section to obtain them as quickly and conveniently as possible and to 
carry out all the processes, except cataloguing and classification, which 
are necessary before the books are ready to be sent out to libraries. 

Although great care has been taken to install the simplest and 
most efficient routines and processes in order to save unnecessary 
staff costs, the work of Accessions is still quite complex and a brief 
outline may be of interest. 

Books selected for purchase are indicated by marks in periodicals, 
bibliographies, references in other books, unsatisfied readers' requests, 
publishers and booksellers' announcements, reading lists issued by 
responsible bodies, etc. The number of titles ordered in the last 
year was 11,447. Each one was first checked to ensure that all details 
were complete and correct ; if for example the publisher and price 
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are not stated they have to be found, and in the case of American 
books whether an English edition (available for sterling) exists. Each 
one is then checked to make sure that it is not already in stock or on 
order. When this has been done a decision is made as to where 
to place the order. Several factors have to be taken into account. 
Books likely to be in constant use for the first year or two of their 
lives (popular biography, travel and novels for example) are better 
ordered from booksellers who can arrange for the publishers' casing 
to be reinforced and plastic jackets added. Paper backed books 
need to be cased or bound before receipt. Many American publi
cations can most economically be ordered direct from America. 
Certain booksellers specialise in certain types of book and give the 
best service in their own fields, and so on. Orders then go to local 
booksellers, to England (through the Agent General in London), to 
the United States and on occasion to other countries. 

When the parcels, cartons or crates of new books are delivered 
they are, of course, checked to see that the books are as ordered and 
the prices, discounts, etc., are correct ; those from overseas must 
also be cleared through Customs. The order forms are then can
celled, the books accession-stamped, labelled and pocketed and passed 
to the Catalogue Section. After cataloguing, a book ticket is typed 
and inserted in each book and the charging details written on the 
book pocket, the class number is lettered on the spine and the book 
is ready for use. Arrangements have now been made for labels and 
hook pockets to be inserted by the booksellers before delivery. 

With anything between £3,000 and £6,000 worth of books on 
order at any time, and in view of the vagaries of shipping, a close 
running control of expenditure is necessary. Expenditure this year 
.conformed to the estimate within .3 per cent. A total of 23,170 
books went through all these-and several other-processes this year 
.and were added to stock. The staff concerned numbered between 
two and three. 

CATALOGUE SECTION. 

Miss ]. B. S. Jackson , B.A., A.L.A., Chief Cataloguer. 

The work of this section was described in last year'li Annual 
Report. 

A total of 23,170 books were catalogued during the year and 
115,000 catalogue cards produced and filed • 

.15 



Before the opening of the first library a prototype edition of 
the Printed Catalogue was produced. Revision of that first edition 
is now progressing and some idea of the rate of growth can be obtained 
from the fact that the" 600 class " (Technology and Practical Manuals) 
increased in six months from 9 to 31 pages, each page containing 
some 60 entries. This catalogue is wholly produced, by direct litho
offset, on the premises. A description of the technical processes 
involved will shortly appear in the Library Association Record. 

The printed catalogue, supplied to each library, is one of the 
most valuable parts of the Board's service, for it enables readers to 
see the whole range of titles to which they have access. The choice 
available in any one subject at a small library must necessarily be 
very restricted and many subjects go unrepresented. The catalogue 
however, in large measure, makes good these deficiencies and puts 
substance into the claim that any reader can choose from the whole 
stock of the State. The Board is advised that the quality of demand 
in several of the libraries in Western Australia is noticeably higher 
than that normally experienced in libraries of similar size and type 
in other parts of the world. Much of the credit for this lies with 
the printed catalogue. 

CIRCULATION SECTION. 

W. F. Chape, F.L.A., Librarian. 

This, the third, section needed to complete the Board's basic 
organisation was not established until 1st June. In the previous 
eleven months the work of the future section had to be done mainly 
by Accessions Section assisted by anyone else who could be pressed 
into service. 

Circulation Section will be responsible for all work involved 
in the supply of books to libraries : making up initial collections. 
the regular despatch and receipt of exchanges and the Request and 
Information Service. These matters have been dealt with under the 
heading New Libraries. 

Request and Information Service. 

In the ten months since the opening of York Library, 343 requests 
for boolcs or information have been received on the Request and 
Information Service, which has proved a particularly popular-and 
valuable-part of the Board's service. The list of requeits given on 
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page 8 gives a fair sample of the type of books asked for, but there 
have, from time to time, been requests for quite unusual and specialised 
books. The Board wishes to record its cordial appreciation to the 
authorities of the following libraries which have lent books or pro
vided help in their loan : the University Library ; the Public Library 
of W.A. ; the Parliamentary Library ; the Department of Agriculture ; 
C.S.I.R.O. ; the Education Department; the library of the Polish 
Association of W.A. ; the Commonwealth National Library; the 
Public Library of Victoria ; the Public Library of N.S. W. ; the 
Public Library of South Australia ; the State Library of Tasmania ; 
the Theosophical Society Library (Sydney) ; the Barr-Smith Library. 
University of Adelaide. 

The Request and Information Service, also, as its name implies 
deals with the needs of readers who want not a particular book but 
the answer to a question. People who live in large cities expect to 
have a reference library to which they can turn for information on 
almost any subject ; people who live in the country have just as many 
problems and queries, but up to now have had no local organisation 
from which they could get the answers. The Board feels strongly that 
this need should be met, as far as the practical difficulties permit. 
A few examples will show the type of questions which have been 
received:-

How to stop green-eye attacking fruit trees ; and does the 
green-eye on balance do more harm than good ? 

The origin of the phrase " We are not amused " ? 
What is the nearest deep water port to ........ (a small 

town in the interior of Saudi Arabia) ? 
Rules of solo whist. 
How to address the Governor ? 
In what year did Sir James Mitchell receive his Knighthood? 

TRAINING OF LIBRARIANS. 

To meet future needs for qualified librarians the Board offered 
two cadetships, to university graduates, to attend the School of 
Librarianship conducted at the Public Library of Victoria. Unfor
tunately, the decision was made rather late in the year and none of 
the applicants was considered suitable. The Board expects a better 
response in future. 

The School of Librarianship is conducted mainly to provide 
librarians for the Public Service and for public libraries in Victoria ; 
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the Trustees of the Public Library of Victoria, however, readily agreed 
to accept two candidates nominated by the Board and the Board 
wishes to express its appreciation of this courteous and generous 
gesture. 

A start has been made in building up a good library of books 
and periodicals on librarianship for the benefit of professional students 
in Western Australia and of already qualified librarians who wish 
to keep up to date in their professional reading. These books and 
periodicals may be borrowed by any professional or student librarian 
on direct application to Headquarters. 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA. 

Mr. Sharr has continued, with Miss M. E. Wood, the University 
Librarian, to represent Western Australia on the Council of the 
Association; Mr. Hammond has been elected Honorary Secretary of 
the Western Australian Branch and Chairman of the local Section 
for Work with Young People ; Miss Jackson and Miss McKeand have 
spoken at branch meetings. 

The Western Australian Branch has set up a committee, of which 
Mr. Hammond is the Secretary, to compile a union list of periodicals 
in the libraries of Perth. This is a large undertaking but will be of 
great benefit to all libraries when it is completed. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The Board wishes to record its gratitude to the Lord Mayor 
:and the City of Perth for their continued hospitality in placing a 
committee room at the Board's disposal for meetings. 

The Board has been greatly helped on many occasions through
QUt the year by the ready and cordial co-operation offered by depart
ments of the State Government and by the London Office, and wishes 
formally, but none the less sincerely, to express its appreciation there
for. 

CONCLUSION. 

The annual report of a library is always an unsatisfactory docu
ment because it can never report the things which really matter. The 
number of books bought, the number read, the work done by the 
staff, a small success here, a minor failure there, are all relatively 
unimportant. What really matters is the joy, the hope, the inspiration, 
maybe the solace, which individual readers have derived from their 
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reading of its books. These cannot be measured, cannot be reported, 
but they are the real ends to which the whole system works. Words 
are the most powerful things in the world, far more powerful than 
hydrogen bombs ; and books are the most concentrated form of 
words. When Rousseau wrote The Social Contract, who could 
foretell that it contained a power to shatter empires and reshape 
history? When Keats went across to his friend's house to borrow a 
book, no one knew that he would chance to take Chapman's Homer 
and having read it, write one of the finest sonnets in the English 
language. These are high lights ; at a more normal level and nearer 
our own times Shaw and Wells changed the thinking of a whole 
generation with their novels and plays. 

The Board believes that it is laying the foundations of a good 
library service, and one which, beneath a perhaps unspectacular 
appearance, has great potentialities not only for the personal satis
faction of the people of the State but also for its cultural, techno
logical and spiritual development. The Board hopes quietly to 

continue with this work, the immediate results of which can be found 
only in the hearts and minds of the people who have been enabled 
to live happier, better and more fruitful lives but of which the long 
term results must be a great enrichment of the Western Australian 
community. 

FRED ALEXANDER, 
Chairman. 

F. A . SHARR, 
Executive Officer and Secretm·y. 
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The flower on che cover of this Report is the 

Blue Lady Orchid, a wild flow er which is found 
rnai,.,Jy in che Darling Ranges and the coascal 
plain . Th e design was executed by Miss M. B. 

Devlin of the Governm e nt Lithographic Staff. 
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